












































































































































2.35

Varney Parkes designed d number of town halls and council chambers namely
the Municipal Council Chambers and Hall at Cabramatia (1901}, Ryde Town Hall
(1902-03}[llustration 2.21] and Vaucluse Town Halt {1910). He also designed
alteraiions and additions to Canterbury Town Hall (1908-09, now demolished). He
also designed several park kiosks of which only the Parsley Bay Kiosk (1910) was
built. Affer World War 1 he designed a number of memorials including those at
Lidcombe, Wollongong and the Soldiers Memorial Hall ai Gerringong {1922)
flitusiration 2.22] and the War Memorial School of Aris, Bong Bong, Dapio (1924,

now demolished).

Raine (1977} states that in ferms of gquantity Parkes was most successiul in the
period 1914-1926 when he called tenders for over 100 shops and 50 residences,

mainly in Canterbury as the domestic building boom accelerated.

filusiralion 2. 21: Ryde Council Chambers & Town Hall 1904
(now demolished)
Ryde City Library: LH

ilusiration 2. 22: Soldiers Memorial Hall Gerringong 1910
Varney Parkes Architect
Reproduced courtesy of the Mitchell Library, State Library of NSW. ZVIB GERR 1
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2.10 Eastwood Town Hall: 1965-2007
When the Municipality of Eastwood was absorbed back into Ryde Municipality in

1947, Eastwood Town Hall became redundant. It began a new era as ¢

community centre.

It would appear that the building remained relatively intact until the late 1940s. In
1965 it was proposed to build a Store Room on the north side of the building
together with a covered way entry to the Kitchen. [Refer lllustration 2.24] The
drawings used for the Building Application provide the only insight intfo the form of

the building following its rebuilding in 1938. [Refer lllustration 2.23]

It Is interesting to note that the proposal giso included demolition of the sheds at
the rear of the property. The sheds were still in existence in 1965 as evidenced by
photographs. These were the original toilets prior to connection to the Board

sewer around 1965. [Refer lllustration 2.18]

ARES

[T, 1. . . R T
—

lHusiration 2. 23: Undated plan used for a proposed store on the north of the building
Ryde City Councill Files: §-2254-02
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Hlustration 2. 24: This undated proposal for a Store Room was not built
Ryde City Council Files: $-2256-02
The proposal for the Store Room does not appear to have gone ahead. Some
time after (date not known) an extension was built at the rear of the hall to
accommodate the Macquarie Senior Citizens Association in a Club Room. [Refer
lllustration 2.25]. This involved demolition of the rear stairs leading from the back
of the siage, blocking up the rear stage exits. It was also proposed at this fime to
divide the Council Meeting Room into two and close off the eastern door

aithough the latter does not appear to have taken place. [Refer lilustration 2.26]

Some time between the completion of the Clulb Room and 1974 a large extension
was bullt on the north side of the building encompassing the Kitchen and
extending fo the new Club Room. The extension included new Ladies and Gents
toilets as well as a new Kitchen adjacent to the original Kitchen which was to be a
bar. The L-shaped passage provided covered access to the Club Room and «
new side exit fo the north of the building. It also included the creation of a hew

door opening on the north side of the Stage with steps leading nto the passage.

In 1983 a new “Handicapped Persons Toilet” (the Accessible WC) was added to
the east of the Kitchen. [Refer llusfration 2.28]. The following year Council
resolved to spend $16,900 on giving the hall a “facelift”, with new gravel and
landscaping as well as a new concrete footpath.? In 1991 plans were begun for
subdivision of the rear two-thirds of the property which resulted in the 1995

subdivision creating the current allotment and Diane Street.??

% Northern District Times. 8 August 1984,
% RCC Files U/0204.1/3

EASTWOOD TOWN HALL DRAFT CONSERVATION MANAGEMENT PLAN
May 2007
DPC Heritage



2. 38

ot P A il e
2 el es el Fordt

eor ey vt SR S N

Dvarad! M.,“.,mafg s5AL fi/ v
Bglanca ol Soeeilrealse vaalterad e A s Yy T SO A I iy
}4‘\“ r S Sartar et -ﬁ~3k—‘}?€,’f-&""‘ Fi1hn
|
y Cnrarbey Exendrey |

S
iR, !
[ ey

e N S == -
IF BeSormad! / P o &
- ¥
p— H Chuwraing * |50 T
Comenon By} . '!_.u !
i ]
i ey

Teraoneos
Sreodmend [
| e aiitlad
N et b o -

SIDE  ELEVATION

REAR ELEVATION SIDE ELEYVATION -
) | —
Eriateg
it SITE  PLAN
i - . 7
} EXIETING ity SEEDtlarp Dl Add | LT
E £ o -.1;4\\\.1'__;. ] B ] E [N
i 2 - o
,"‘,‘;7;:1' Laabiny Shmpa Fenr "“““”".Sf; 's?f_j' g
-— FAN i
o nm‘l,, WALL e : ot n f
o Er3Fng Olowes fa b rssicad . o iy w
v [ Tf‘iTr" O3 Berpm Siansd P, — ‘f,fvf;/ #/ra 245 Bearer ¥ E ‘?’ P4
N e e = ta
: LT Bk aontim atema <1 f2
. 5 Sitdaro s EHE | SECTION 3 ;
;- - . :
B [E' i ’j -3 i‘ ————_
< F1 — . L rwwecren F| ,‘;;‘:*_
b e L e e —] = — [ o 2ALL =1 "7._
& a7 o had : 99 oo
L & B ] !J ’ T 2 PV
L oL 2 : AGINCOURT Ro
AN FRONT _ELEVATION o ebeen :

lllusiration 2. 25: The addition of the Club Room for the
Macquarie Senior Cilizens Association ¢.1965
Ryde City Council Files: $-2256-02

PASSAGE

lusiration 2. 26: Part of an early proposal fo divide the former Council Chamber
Ryde City Council Files: §-2256-02
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lustration 2. 27: Proposal to enclose Kitchen and provide attached

toilet facilities pre 1974.
Ryde City Council Files: S-2256-02
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llusiration 2. 28: A Handicapped Toilet (the Accessible WC) was built on the east side
of the Kitchen in 1983

Ryde City Council Files: 5-2256-02
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In 1996 Council began discussions with the Spastic Centre of NSW North West
Sydney Region (hereafter referred to as the Spastic Centre) regarding the use of
Eastwood Town Hall for a special program, Skillseekers. it was put to Council that
they enter info a five year lease with the Spastic Centre as the Community Access
Service (the CAS}, which had operated in the district for some 5 to 6 years but
had outgrown its accommodation. The CAS adimed fo ensure that adults with
severe and/or mulfiple disabiliies had access to a range of services in the
community including the shopping centre, movies, college, libraties, swimming
pools etc. The West Ryde CAS made a temporary move io the Cumberland
Hospital at Paramatta in 1995 with the proviso that the CAS found appropriate
alternate accommodation within two years.  Although Council at that stage
planned fo build a multi-purpose community facility at West Ryde, it was not likely
fo be built in the foreseeable future and it was considered appropriate that
Council assist the CAS to overcome their short to medium term accommodation

problem, 100

The Eastwood Town Hall had a number of regular users at the time and it was
considered imporiant that these users confinued to be accommodated. The
Spastic Centre were wiling to manage use of the building by other groups in the
evenings and on weekends, charged at Council’s scheduled rate with the fees
put towards maintenance of the building. The Spastic Centre would meet all
costs associated with a regular annual maintenance program approved by the

Council.

The Spastic Centre advised Council that certain capital works would have to be
underfaken to make the premises suitable for their operations, primarily by making
the facility fully wheelchair accessible. This included a ramp [on the south], filing
of the eniry, re-surfacing of the car park, and the creation of a reception window
in the south west office as well as modifications to the Kitchens, Club Room and

Toilets.

A parition was built in the former Council Meeting Room to create two offices
and the former Staff Office was divided by o new wall adjacent to the former

Strong Room. The stage side door was blocked up and the steps were removed.

¢ Committee of the Whole Agenda No.7/97. Item 3. Eastwood Town Hall-Lease Arrangermnents. July 1997
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The estimated cost of the works was $70,000 of which Council agreed fo pay half.
The Council anficipated that by leasing the property to the Spastic Cenire, it
would reduce the operational expenditure of the premises 0 Chain & Associates
Pty Ltd was engaged to undertake the work which included above mentioned
works as well as
= removing ceramic tiles from the foyer and providing vinyl flooring
e covering glazing in front doors
e provide aramp from the passage way into the former Club Room for use as

a computer rocom

= remove doors to old Kifchen and provide ramped access from passage

It is presumed that the awning over the entrance was also added to the building
and the semi-circular driveway paved. It would appear from an audit taken at
the time that a flagstone ramp on the south side of the building was removed to
build the timber ramp, as well as stripping of the wax flooring in the hall. A
proposal to remove the door framing near the front door and construction of a

reception window was rejected. 102

The lease agreement with the Spastic Centre included provisions for regular

maintenance work.

In 2003 an assessment of asbestos content was made.  This report provides o
detdiled assessment of the condifion of the building. Around this time a large
camphor laurel free was removed from the vicinity of the north east comer of the

building.

A further assessment was undertaken in 2005 by Tanner Architects who reported
the building to be good to fair condition. This is discussed in greater detail in

Section 3 of this document,

1 pvde City Council. Commitiee of the Whale Agenda No.7/97. Ttem 3-Eastwood Town Hall-Lease Arrangerments, 29 July
1997.
"2 Eastwood Town Hall Audit. Agincourt Road, Marsfield....
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ltustration 2. 29: Alferations undertaken in 1997 to accommeodate the Spastic Centre
Ryde City Councll Files: §-2256-03
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2.11 Chronology
1792 Granis made to eight former British Marines in the Field of Mars
1794-95 Grants in the area called North Brush including 90 ac. made to John Love

1804 Field of Mars Common established by Governor King

1821 Field of Mars area divided info 2 parishes; the Parish of Hunters Hill on the
east & the Parish of the Field of Mars on the west

1840 Eastwood House buili by Wiliom Rutledge af North Brush

1848 James Beuzeville proposes cultivaiing silk at Eastwood

1841 Select Committee of the Legislative Council appointed to investigaie
proposal for selling the Field of Mars Common and Eastern Farms
Common, together with using revenue to build bridges across the
Parramaita River

1867 The Municipdlities Act

1874 Field of Mars Resumption Sale Bl passed

1881,1882 Gladesville Bridge and Iron Cove Bridge opened respectively

1883 Post Office opens in Daniel Martin’s generdtl sfore on the east side of
Eastwood

1884 Roads, streets and allotments of Field of Mars Common laid

1885 Sale of the first section of the Field of Mars Common

1887 Single track railway line between Strathfield & Hornsby opened with a
station at Eastwood {initially known as Dundas Station)

1889 Council Borough of Dundas proclaimed

1892 Raitway line duplicated

1894 Marsfield and part of Eastwood ceded from the Municipality of Ryde &
Municipal District of Marsfield proclaimed
Jane Beedham purchased Portion 570, 571, 574 & 575 of the Field of Mars
Common subdivision

1902 Tully’s First Subdivision of the Darvall Estate on east side of railway line

1902-3 Architect Varney Parkes designed the Ryde Town Hall

1905 First Eastwoad Township subdivision

1904 Marsfield School of Arts established

1907 Name of Municipality of Marsfield changes to the Municipality of
Eastwood

1908 Eastwood Council purchase pait of Portion 570 in Agincourt Road for
construction of g Town Hall

1911 Foundation stone of Eastwood Town Hall Agincourt Road laid; designed
by Varney Parkes,

1920s Proposal o amalgamate the municipalifies of Eastwooed and Dundas
Proposed Eastwood-S$t Leonards Railwary

1935 Decgth of architect Varney Parkes

1937 Eastwood Town Hall is desiroyed by fire; plans to re-build, Architect Louis P
Burns engaged & fender of D E Berecry approved

1938 The first Fastwood Council meeting in the rebuill Eastwood Town Hall

1941 State Labour government returned to office

1948 Last meeting of the Council of the Municipality of Eastwood
The former Municipality of Eastwood absorbed back into the Ryde
Municipglity

1961 First subdivision of site

1965 This section of Eastwood provided with a Board sewer
Addition of a Storage Room proposed on north side, but doesn’t proceed
Macquarie Senior Citizens Association Club Room built at rear of stage
New addition on north side of building incorporating Kitchen & providing
new internail toilets

1977 Further site subdivision

1983 Handicapped toilet added o east side of Kitchen wing

1997 Building leased to Spastic Centre o accommeodate Skillseekers Program
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