


o the door reveal & top hinge of D24 are damaged {perhaps from frying to get
a large piece of furniture into the room?)

e the floor in the Dining Room (G3) on the north east corner is suspected of
being subject to termite damage as this area was repaired in 1980

s the sandstone flagging on the front and side verandahs is exfoliafing due to
cleaning with high water pressure

¢ the brickwork/paintwork in some places is fretting because of cleaning with
water pressure

o the external tfimber work, in particular on the upper level windows, is
deteriorated due to weathering and poor maintenance

¢« there is some detericration in the south east corner of the building; damp is
causing the deterioration of plaster in rooms G3 and R1.1

« there is a fair bit of cracking throughout the house, some of which may be due
to the soil drying out during the extended period of drought

e paini stains on flagging and thresholds on the rear verandah

A detailed analysis of the fabric and its condition has been prepared for each room
[refer to Tables 1a and 1b; Analysis of Fabric and Condition in the Appendix]. It is
infended to allow an understanding of the building, its fabric, originality and
condition. This is not guaranteed to be completely correct in ever aspect as it is
based on a visual inspection of the building and because the architectural drawings
and specification prepared by Fisher Lucas (1979} provide only a limited

understanding of the exient of the 1980 conservation works.

3.6Integrity
The house is highly intact despite detrimental use as a Service Station in the 1970s and

some fabric being replaced during the 1980 conservation works. Some flexibility
needs o be used when assessing what is original and what is not. The information
contained in this document relies on a non-infrusive inspection of the fabric and
information from the Fisher Lucas architectural drawings and specifications.  As is
offten the case, decisions are made on sife at the fime, conirary to the
documentation, and therefore there may be some variation. Without a more

detailed inspection it often hard to determine what is original and what has been
replaced.

Willandra retains its 6.1840 building envelope, layout and fenestrations. Nearly all the

fabric, apart from lights, services and some hardware, is original, although repaired
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and patched. Only one door is not original (D14) and a few of the shutters on the
ground floor. All the original shuiters from the upper level have been removed pre-
1980.

The area of least integrity is the rear wing on the east (the Ballroom). This had been
used in association with an adjoining addition (now removed) as part of the Service
Station. Most of the north and east walls were removed, including the chimney and
the original floor, which had been concreted. The walls have since been in-filled and

the floor replaced with timber, leaving the foundation walls of the chimney under.

As part of the conservation works all the skirtings were removed as well as the plaster
on the walls below 150mm on the ground floor level. The plaster was salt affected
due fo rising damp and a new damp proof course (a dpc) was installed and the
skirting and plaster re-instated. A high proportion of the flooring in the Breakfast
Room (G), including all the structure, was also removed and replaced, including new

brick piers. Similar work was undertaken in the Drawing Room (G1).

#

Ph

B Y e
Photograph P.10 cracks to ceiling Photograph P.11 Termite damage

3.7 Moveable Heritage

There is an extensive range and volume of moveable heritage at Willandra, not all of
it related to the property. Following completion of the conservation works in 1980
several pieces were donated to the house and these have been combined with the

moveabie herifage and ephemera owned by the Ryde District Historical Society. It is
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3. 19

important that some understanding of whai moveable heritage is at Willandra and

who is the owner as this has implications regarding its future management and care.

Fisher Lucas, in their Furnishing Report (February 1980})2 state that Willandra would not
be restored with furnished interiors and due to the use of the building, room
furnishings should be minimal, with the exception of the Entrance Hall and Stair Halls,
The report outlined what should be collected to complete the restoration. This
included as follows;
Garden

s« 2 cast iron garden seats for fronf verandah

« Timber bench for back verandah

e Castiron boot scrappers for back and front verandahs

s Original fountain head in possession of Miss Manning

Entrance Hall (G2)

e Boardered carpet runner

¢ Brass hanging lamp

e Min. 2 hall chairs

o Bracket clock in mahogany case with bracket
e Hall fable in mahogany and marble

« Hat and coat stand

= Barometer

e 4 steel engravings in birdseye maple frames

By October 1980 it would appear that a number of pieces had been procured.
These were listed in the Fisher Lucas report Inventory of Furniture &Fixturesd and

reproduced in part in Table 2 below.

There are other items of moveable heritage currently at Willandra, for example a cast
iron child's bed in R1.2 believed to have been donated by a member of the Deviin
family, but the ownership has not been identified to date. These need to be

identified and Table 2 updated to reflect the current situation.

z Willandra House Ryde. Fumishing Report. February 1980. RCC I H VFE W1/3
? Fisher Lucas Architects. Willandra Ryde. Inventory of Fumiture & Fixtures. 13 October 1980. RCC LH VF W1/3
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Tabie 2. Moveable Heritage
(belonging to the house as at 1980 & distinct from items owned by RDHS)

3.20

G2

ENTRANCE HALL

No.

Hem

Provenance

Steel Engraving: The Peninsular Heroes Assembled at the
United Service Club.

Framed photograph: James Deviin

Copy of original held
by RDHS

w

Steel Engraving: The Rescue of Margaret of Anjou

Framed photograph: Mrs James Deviin

Copy of original held
by RDHS

S/é

Copies of watercolours: paintings by Anne Deviin (nee
Flavelle, ¢.1859}

Given by Brigadier S L
Devlin OBE, 1980,
owner of originals

Furniture:
a} & c} Pair of Mahogany hall chair ¢.1845

bl Mahogany hall table, ¢l1845

dj Oak hall chair ¢.1850

e) Cast iron umbrella & stick stand ¢.1840

f) Castiron boot scraper c.1840

g) Sinumbra chandelier ¢.1840

G7

STAIR HALL

h) Oak hall chair {(matches (d) in G2)

i} Cast iron booft scraper ¢.1840

i) & k] two hanging glass oil lamps

G3

DINING ROOM

L) Gilt chimney glass c.1855-60, originally from Almora
Roberison Rd Ryde

m} brass & wire fender ¢.1840

n} Mahogany double pedestal sideboard ¢.1850

o) Turkey carpet probably late 19 Century

Gl

DRAWING ROOM

p) Gilt chimney glass ¢.1855-60 originally from Almora, Ryde |

G8

BREAKFAST ROOM

g Brass & wire fender ¢.1840

r} Pair cast iron fire dogs, probably 19th Century

s] Mahogany console table, ¢.1835

R1.3

BEDROOM

Large Beriin woolwork picture in gilt frame; The Hawking
Party (after a painting by Sir Ewdwin Landseer RA) Originally
from Weemala, Ryde.

R1.4

OFFICE

t} Cedar chest of drawers, Ausiralian ¢.1855
[this has been moved o R1.2]

Made for a daughter
of James Devlin, given
1980 by Miss Beulah
Bolion OBE {of Devlin
family)

G9?

KITCHEN

u) Cast iron range (incomplete) F Lassetter & Co., Sydney
{also eve for earlier cooking crane]

COURTYARD

v] Cast iron & wooden garden seat, Indian ¢.1860-70
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3.21

Since 1980 a Collard & Collard piano, presented fo James Deviin Junior in 1880 for his
work with sheep in the Riverina, has been donated to the house and is cumrently in
the Drawing Room (G1).

Fisher Lucas also provided a detailed list of furnishings which Mr Lucas recommended
to complete the furnishing of the house. This list needs to be considered in the fuiure

audit of moveable heritage at Willandra.

3.8 Conservation Works
Although the general condition of the building is good, some conservation work

needs to be undertaken in the short to long term. Conservation work may include
repdair, preservation, restoration and reconsfruction. Original fabric should not be
removed and there should generally be minimal infervention in the fabric of the
place. New work should be distinguishable from original fabric and should, where

possible, be reversible.

Some conservation work is intended to enhance an understanding of the place by
the removal of infrusive elements and is not remedial work. The opportunity often
arises because new information about the place becomes known or there is a

change in approach to the conservation and/or interpretation of the place.

The conservation works that need to be undertaken at Willandra, and the associated
time frame in which it is recommended they be undertaken, is provided in Table 2-
Schedule of Conservation Works (refer Appendix}. All work should be undertaken by

a person(s) with appropriate experience and recorded.

3.9 Maintenance Works

The long term conservation of Willandra relies on a regime of regular maintenance.
This will ensure that the fabric of the place and its sefting do not deteriorate over
time.  Maintenance should only be undertaken by a skilled tradesperson(s) with
appropriate experience. No original fabric should be removed or damaged. Where
repair involves decayed fabric only that part should be removed or pafched but

should not result in the cumulative replacement of fabric.

Maintenance should be periodically undertaken, within a prescribed time frame and

as recommended in Table 3-Schedule of Maintenance Works (refer Appendix).
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