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Figure 21: DMR Road widening of Devlin Street from 40 to 80 feet in width in C 1935

is shown in tan. This involved the demolition of houses fronting Devlin Street. Westward Cottage's
boundary is outlined in red. [t was then owned by Jessie E Taylor. An embankment required the easement
over truncated properties (shown in yellow.
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Figure 22: DMR Aerial Photograph C 1943 showing the effects of the road widening of ¢ 1935.
Westward Cottage is arrowed. Note the three houses which project beyond the street alignment (at X).
Church Lane was still connected to Devlin Street. (at “O")
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3.7.1 The Deviin Street Underpass & Restoration (1989-2000)

The RTA had long planned further upgrading of the intersection of
Devlin Street and Victoria Road, and in preparation wrote to Ryde Council in
March 28th 1989 foreshadowing its intentions for acquisitions of properties
facing Devlin Street to enable “the provision of a dual right turn bay for traffic
turning south in to Church Street,”!1

In July of 1990, the City of Ryde established a “Civic Precinct
Redevelopment Task Force that recommended the undertaking of an “Historic
Village of Ryde” project. No further resources were committed beyond the
preparation of the concept. Amendments to Council’s Section 94 Contributions
Plan No 1 subsequently allowed for the acquisition of some properties towards
the realization of this concept. This eventually provided a method of funding the
acquisition of surplus properties affected by the RTA’s “Devlin Street
Underpass” project.!!!

One property affected was Westward Cottage located at No 6 Turner
Street. [ts proximity to the roadworks required its demolition despite having
been identified in the RTA’s environmental studies as being a rare surviving
workman'’s cottage dating from the early 1850s. This view was supported
strongly by the Ryde District Historical Society which argued for preservation of
Westward. The City of Ryde proceeded to purchase this property from the RTA
in 1992 for $215,000 on the basis that it be dismantled and reconstructed at No 8
Turner Street.!2

The RTA had also acquired No 12 Turner Street, the former Wesleyan
Parsonage. This had been built in 1882 and occupied by the church until 1952. It
has since been divided into a series of small flats and, at the time of its sale by the
RTA was “in very poor condition and extensively damaged by fire, vandalism
and a general lack of maintenance”. The City of Ryde purchased it in 1997 for
$275,000 to ensure that it was not demolished for redevelopment following its
disposal by the RTA.1"3

On 7th September 1998 a combined applications for development and a
construction certificate were lodged for conservation works to The Parsonage
and the DA was approved in July of 1999.114

The construction certificate was issued and limited works commenced
although the intended use for the building had not yet been established. Initial
work to remove accretions and additions both internal and external were
undertaken by Ryde City Council. This included stabilizing the structure,

1 City of Ryde - Property Files
W1 City of Ryde — Property Files
112 City of Ryde — Property Files
13 City of Ryde — Property Files
113 City of Ryde — Property Files
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waterproofing, reconstruction of external verandahs and the internal stairwell.
This stabilization phase was completed in May of 2000 at a cost of $255,000.1

Preliminary discussions were held in June of 2001 with Macquarie
Community College regarding leasing of both The Parsonage and Westward
Cottage and Council gave approval to formalizing negotiations in July of the
same year. At that stage Westward Cottage was in use by Ryde Hunters Hill
Community Transport as its offices. In September, the decision was taken to
relocate this group and to approve in principle the granting of a lease to
Macquarie Community College.!t6

Leasing arrangements were agreed whereby Macquarie Community
College would undertake the conservation and restoration of The Parsonage,
adapting it as classroom facilities for its role in community education. The City of
Ryde would continue as the owner, agreeing to lease the property to Macquarie
Community College for up to 15 years on terms reflecting the considerable
investment required for the conservation works. Ryde Council appears to have
retained responsibility for the combined landscaping of both the Westward and
Parsonage properties to schemes prepared by its consultants. Macquarie
Community College would take responsibility for seeing through the
conservation project on The Parsonage itself.

By March 2002 internal restoration works were underway to complete
works covered by the approved DA. A Further DA was submitted to cover the
majority of the internal work and the adaptation for use as an educational
facility, now that the future use of The Parsonage had been determined.

For its part, the City of Ryde proceeded with road works which were
completed in June of 2002. Council also confirmed its landscaping proposals in
August while in September, Macquarie Community College lodged the
additional DA for change of use and associated works including signage and the
landscaping. By January 2003 many difficulties relating to the condition of the
interior of the building had been overcome but much remained to be finished.

Landscaping works were completed by Council around April of 2003.
As with many Heritage buildings some issues emerged in relation to compliance
with current codes and advice was sought from consultants to ensure that a
Building Certificate could be issued.

The Parsonage was completed and occupied by the College in
November of 2003 with the College having expended $450,000 o the conservation
and adaptation works.

115 City of Ryde — Property Files
116 City of Ryde ~ Property Files
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3.8 Local Historical Themes

Table 3 shows whether Local Historical Themes are evident in the text, with
general reference to their location. Some themes emerge which have not been
clearly identified in past studies which should be considered for inclusion on the
City of Ryde’s list of Local Historical Themes. Ideally these should be reviewed
by the City of Ryde through its Local Heritage Committee before being adopted
more generally. These Themes are indicated in the table in Italics.

Table 3: Application of Historical Themes from the Thematic History prepared by Dr Carol Liston 177

LOCAL HISTORICAL THEMES Reference in
Text

2.0 DISCOVERY AND SETTLEMENT

Early European Occupation

Establishment of Churches and Schools®

P I Pod P P P

.1
.2
.3
.4 Isolation of Early Settlement*
.5
.6

Village Life*

3.0 NINETEENTH CENTURY SETTLEMENT

3.1 Free Settlers

1.1 Blaxland/Forster Family

2 Darvall Family

3.
3.
3.

1.
1.3 Lockver And Ermingion
E

3.2 Emancipist Pioneers

Squire/Devlin/Farnell Family X

Small Family X

Shepherd Family

3.

Spurway Family

Bennett Family

Terry Family

201
2.2
2.3
Other Emancipist Families
3.1
3.2
.3.3
.3.4

Other Pioneer Families X

c‘"*‘wmmmmwmm

3.4 The Empty North
3.5 Land and Inheritance X

4.0 TRANSPORT AND COMMUNICATIONS

4.1 The Rivers

4.1.1 The Parramatte River X

4.1.2 The Lane Cove River

4.2 Roads, Bridges And Punts X

4.3 The Railway

4.4 Trams And Buses

* Suggested additional Local Themes in this Report

5.0 SUBURBAN DEVELOPMENT

17 Carol Liston — Thematic History of Ryde District in Ryde Heritage Study: Jonathan Falk Planning
Consultants Pty Ltd In Asscciation With Rodney Jensen And Associates Pty Ltd June 1986
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5.1 Subdivision Of Rural Estates To The 1880s X

1
5.2 Subdivision Of Estates 1880s5-1930s

5.2.1 Consolidation of Village Centre* X

5.3 Post 1945 Pressures

5.3.1 Local Government Initiatives

5.3.2 Other Housing Developments

6.0 FARMNG, INDUSTRY AND COMMERCE

rimary Industry

P
Secondary Indusiry
Post 1945 Developments

1
.2
.3
4

OV

Emergence Of Suburban Commercial
Centres

7.0 DEVELOPING A COMMUNITY

Churches And Cemeteries

7.1
7.2 Education
7.3

Health And Welfare X
7.4 Municipal Government
7.5 Community Life X

* Suggested additional Local Themes in this Report
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