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2.9  Chronology

1792 Granis made to eight former British Marines in the Field of Mars

1794 Grant of 30 acres at the Eastern Farms made to John Small
1804 Field of Mars Common established by Governor King
1808 James Devlin born to Arthur Deviin, political exite & Priscilla Squire, daughter of

brewer James Squire, who following Arthur's death married Thomas Small

1813 Road opened between Parramatia and the Field of Mars

18264 St Anne's Church established

1828 John Small sold his 30 acres, Small's Farm to his son Thomas Small
Thomas Small sold Small’s Farm to his step-son James Devlin
1831 James Devlin married Mary Ann Hartigan by who he had 2 sons before her death
1833 Road had been established between Bedlam Point and St Anne's
1834 James Devlin married Susannah Hughes, daughter of Ryde's first school master
by whom Devlin had 10 children
1837 Watch House {Police Station) established at cormer of Belmore Rd & Victoria Rd

Start of drought across Colony that tasted until 1842

1840s The name "Ryde” first used

1841 Deed of Small's Farm legally confirmed (comprising 24 acres)
Small’'s Farm planted with 3 orchards

1841 Devlin has the northern portion of Small's Farm surveyed for subdivisions
James Devlin & James Sheperd put up for sale the first subdivisions in the Village
of Ryde

James Deviin buillt Willandra

1844 James Devlin declared bankrupt

1845 Devlin released from insolvency

1852 Devlin purchased 8 acres from the estate of Mrs Blanch, 1o the south of Small's
Farm although

1864-72 | James Devlin Magisirate at Ryde

1867 The Municipdlities Act

1871 The Municipality of Ryde proclaimed

1873 The Devlin family move to the Riverina

1874 Devlin releases a second subdivision of land on the north west of Small's Farm

Devlin sells the southern portion to Jane Darvall

Jane Darvall sells the holding to John Donald Macansh

1875 James Devlin died

1879 Macansh sells the holding fo Trustees of Caroline E M Manning
1881,1882 | Gladesville Bridge and Iron Cove Bridge opened respectively
1881 Trustees survey Manning's land holding being 24 acres & 31 perches

1896 Mannings last listed in Sydney Sands Directory (SSD)} as occupying property

1900 Miss Ellen Pye, Ladies School listed by SSD

1911 John T Craig listed by SSD as living at “Willandra”, the first known documented
use of the name
1921 First Subdivision of Willandra Estate: Following Caroline Manning's death land

holding put up for sale in two subdivisions

1925 Second Subdivision of Willaondra Estate

Willandra Street created

George Henry Nash purchases Lots 10 & 11 of the Willandra Estate, comprising
1643 sgq m & the house Willandra

Late Rear verandah possibly removed and two-storey brick arcaded verandah built
1920s New white marble chimney piece and grate installed in Drawing Room (G1).
Art Deco wallpapers hung

1932 Nash sold Willandra to Rowland Wesley Small

Petrol pump installed at Willandra

1935 Ryde Bridge opened

1938 Strip of land across Victoria St frontage of Willandra resumed for road widening

The southem section of Devlin Street formed over Lots 12 & 13 of Willandra Estate

Small section of Lot 12 added to Willandra title
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1930s Additions to rear of house; rear wings of house & additions used as service
station
1945 Willandra sold to Kenneth Roy Bernard-Smith
1947 National Trust of Australia founded
1951 Bernard-Smith sold Willandra to Francis Ryan Smith, garage proprietor
1952 Smith sold property to the Shell Company of Australia
1941 Ryde District Historical Society formed
Strata Titles Act 1961
1967 National Trust of Australia {NSW) writes to Shell regarding poor state of Willandra
1970 Shell sold property fo Donald Frank Hooper & wife Wendy June Hooper
1971 Clive Lucas declared Willandra one of the finest Georgian interiors in NSW
1973 Warren Peel purchased Willandra & attempted to move building 1o northerm NSW
1974 Commission of Inquiry into the national estate under Justice Hope
Alderman L Boyd of Ryde MCC declared Willandra should be retained
Federal grant of $100,000 for the purchase of Willandra announced
1975 Australian Heritage Commission Act 1975,
Federal government National Estate Program established
1976 Ryde Municipal Council purchased Willandra for $83,600 from Warren Peel with
assistance of government grants
1977 (NSW) Heritage Act 1977
Clive Lucas of Fisher Lucas Architects engaged by RMC fo underiake assessment
of Willandra
1978 RCC resolved that the RDHS & RDAS were o occupy Willandra as tenants in
common
An Interim Heritage Order {an ICO} under the Heritage Act 1977 made to protect
Willondra
1979 A Permanent Conservation Order {a PCO) under the Heritage Act 1977placed
on Wilandra
Siate govermment grant of $48,000 made for the "restoration” of Willandra
1979-80 | Conservaiion Works undertaken at Willandra
1980 Willandra officially opened; $288,510 spent on purchase & “restoration” to date
1998 Amendments to the Heritage Act 1977 place Willandra on the State Heritage

Regisfer (SHR)
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