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Ryde’s link with the Red Poppies of Flanders
The association with Red Poppies as a symbol of loss in war dates back to the battlefields of France and Gallipoli.  

While researching for the Centenary of Anzac Commemorations, Ryde Local Studies Librarian, Angela Phippen, 
uncovered a close link of the enduring symbol of remembrance – the Red Poppy – and families in Ryde whose 
husbands, sons and daughters enlisted in World War One.  

Ms Phippen discovered a “letter to the editor” dated June 1920 relaying that children from Villers-Bretonneux 
(where Australian troops fought to save the town in 1918) had gathered red poppy seeds from the Somme 
Valley to send to “the relatives of Australian and New Zealand soldiers who fell fighting on the battlefields of the 
Somme”.  Read on...

Letter to the Editor 
Sydney Morning Herald
Thursday 15 January 1920

Letter to the Editor 
Sydney Morning Herald
Thursday 18 November 1920
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Following the lead, Ms Phippen visited the Royal Botanic Gardens Library and located a leather-bound 
register of “Seeds Received and Despatched 1899 – 1922” containing the names of twenty-one households 
in the Ryde/Hunters Hill area who received the seeds in 1920 in memory of their loved ones.  Despite 
further extensive research no evidence of those original poppies that may have grown locally can be found.  

But the story of the Red Poppy has now come full circle, with residents of Ryde being recruited to create our 
own ‘field of Red Poppies’ as tribute to the locals who enlisted to fight in World War One.  The poppies will 
be planted enmasse in memory of their sacrifice.  

You can dedicate a Poppy to one of the 2,000 who enlisted in WWI (as identified by the Ryde District 
Historical Society), or to any member of your family who served in World War One.   

The Seeds Register 
Royal Botanic Gardens
1899 - 1922

Record of seeds despatched to 22 local households 
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In Flanders’ fields
The red Flanders’ poppy was first described as a flower of remembrance by a Canadian soldier, Colonel 
John McCrae.  At the second battle of Ypres in 1915, when in charge of a small first-aid post, he wrote in 
pencil on a page torn from his despatch book:

In Flanders’ fields the poppies blow
Between the crosses, row on row

That mark our place, and in the sky
The larks still bravely singing, fly

Scarce heard amid the guns below.

We are the dead, short days ago
We lived, felt dawn, saw sunset glow.
Loved, and were loved, and now we lie

In Flanders’ fields.

Centenary of Anzac Commemorations Committee  
Chairperson: Clr Jerome Laxale
Members: Councillors, Staff, Local RSL/Ex-Services Clubs, Ryde District Historical Society, 
interested members of the community

Ryde Remembers Program
•	 Ongoing program of events throughout Library Network 2014-2018 
•	 Lone Pine Commemoration (August 2014)
•	 2,000 Poppies (November 2014 – April 2015)
•	 Street Signs and Map (WWI links identified)
•	 Program of workshops and talks in all Ryde Library Service branches
•	 Interactive Honour Board recognising over 2,000 local service men and women
•	 Remembrance Walk in Anzac Park, West Ryde

Field of 2,000 Red Poppies
Be part of our Centenary of Anzac tribute, by helping to create a field of 2,000 Red Poppies.

All you have to do is knit, crochet, felt, cross-stitch or craft a red poppy to remember someone who went 
to the First World War.
Pick up a brochure or ask your librarian for details. Project runs November 2014 to Anzac Day 2015.
Patterns, information and inspiration can be found at: www.ryde.nsw.gov.au/ryderemembers
City of Ryde thanks Melbourne’s 5000 Poppies for their assistance.


