




Welcome to our  
first edition of  
Flavours of Ryde 
— a guide 
celebrating some 
of the interesting 
places and 
community events 
that make up the 
City of Ryde.
City of Ryde boasts some of the most beautiful, historic  
and culturally rich town centres in Sydney. As well as 
vibrant town centres, each year thousands of people from 
all over Sydney come to enjoy our community events and 
festivals. The vision for the City is ‘lifestyle and opportunity 
@ your doorstep’ and this guide is intended to help people 
discover and enjoy all this great City has to offer.

For first time visitors to the area, I hope this guide helps you 
discover the richness of cultural activity available in our city.  

For current residents, I hope this guide inspires 
you to take another look at your local area and 
perhaps take part in an event or visit a place 
that is new to you.

Clr Ivan Petch, Mayor, City of Ryde

FLAVOURS OF RYDE  INTRO 1







4  TOP 10 EXPERIENCES  FLAVOURS OF RYDE   

top ten ryde 
experiences

FERRY 
Hopping on the ferry at 
Kissing Point and soaking 
in views of Sydney Harbour, 
beyond Circular Quay.

CREATE 
Penning your own poetry 
from the verandah 
at Banjo Patterson’s 
Cottage, Rockend.

WATCH 
Getting lost in a big 
Hollywood blockbuster 
(and a bigger serve 
of popcorn) at 
Macquarie Centre.

COOK 
Cooking a sirloin to 
medium rare perfection 
at the West Ryde Hotel, a 
local institution with 
an offbeat past.

JOG 
An early morning jogging 
date with the Ryde 
Riverwalk, stopping to 
take in water vistas and 
sunlit public art.
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From riverside spills to culinary thrills, 
Ryde offers something for every type of 
palate. These are the ten encounters you 
can’t afford to miss. 

BUY 
Playing fashion editor for 
the day at La Strada, Top 
Ryde’s very own style mile. 

INDULGE 
Cracking the top of a 
lavender crème brulee 
at Bistro Meme, 
Gladesville’s answer to 
French Provincial chic.

SUGAR FIX 
Indulging your inner sugar 
fiend with baklava and 
continental pastries on 
Coxs Road.

PICNIC 
Pulling up a shady patch 
of Putney Park and settling 
in for a Saturday picnic.

TASTE 
Feasting on tea and 
dumplings in Eastwood— 
or swinging by an 
Asian supermarket.





Moving at a quietly confident pace, this tranquil 
enclave blends a high-voltage culinary scene 
that elevates Chinese and Korean cuisine to 
high art with conflicting cultural influences, 

knitted together by a fierce, community focus.

east 
wood
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Defining Experience 
Lingering in the Plaza over yum cha 
while Tai Chi masters cut elegant 
swathes through the morning air.

Known for
 • Eateries that spin magic out of 
expertly barbecued, marinated meat

 • Gracious awnings strung with 
scarlet lanterns

 • Market-style fruit and vegetables 
at farm fresh prices

 • Infectious community spirit

Did You Know?
Eastwood might be famous for 
more exotic imports, but it’s also 
the birthplace of the humble 
Granny Smith apple, thanks to a 
happy planting mishap by 19th 
century Eastwood local Maria 
Ann Smith.

Taste 
The flavours and textures of 
Shanghai via gossamer-like Xiao 
Long Bao and turnip croissants

Watch 
A chef carve a Peking Duck 
with masterful strokes—a dining 
encounter in the shape of 
performance art

Buy 
Vintage dresses that blend 
Western influences with just the 
right note of K-pop

FLAVOURS OF RYDE  EASTWOOD  9



West Ryde is steeped in history 
but its interests are future tense. 
Here, historic pubs and Federation 
architecture rub shoulders with 
glossy building projects and locals 
are as likely to hail from Singapore 
as they are from Surry Hills. This 
highly connected urban centre is 
easy to access by bus, car or train. 
If you take time to unpeel its layers, 
its charms will take centre stage.

west 
ryde

Defining Experience 
Sourcing a note-perfect cut of 
Vietnamese pork belly before 
perusing spices worthy of a 
Delhi bazaar.

Did You Know?
Christened an “industrial 
cathedral”, West Ryde’s majestic, 
1920s pumping station is still 
responsible for a quarter of 
Sydney’s water supply.
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Known for
 • Hobby shops, music stores and 
hole-in-the-wall spice stores—the 
stuff offbeat shopping adventures 
are made of

 • Sri Lankan and 
Korean supermarkets

 • Federation architecture and 
Californian Bungalows

 • Cook your own steak at the 
West Ryde Hotel

Smell  
A heady blend of cinnamon and 
cloves emanating from much-
loved bakery Lebanese Loaf

Watch  
Old friends swap jokes and stories 
over beer at sportslover’s heaven 
Ryedale’s Tavern
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Locals converge at this glossy 
shopping complex for inspiring 
fashion and homewares, an 
expansive range of grocery and 
food stores and La Piazza—a series 
of alfresco restaurants that bring a 
piece of Rome to Ryde.

Defining Experience 
Stocking up on local designers and 
left-field accessories at La Strada, 
squeezing in an afternoon yoga class 
at Fitness First and unwinding over a 
French Martini at classy steakhouse-
cum-cocktail bar Hurricanes.

top 
ryde
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macquarie 
centre

This colourful shopping centre 
combines a no-nonsense sensibility 
with a retail offer that spans fashion, 
food, lifestyle and homewares.

Defining experience 
Embarking on a quest for the 
perfect pair of leather boots before 
lingering over a salmon bagel, latte 
and newspaper at Manhattan-
inspired Loft Café.

Smell 
Fresh popcorn—a buttery prelude 
to a Hollywood blockbuster

Watch 
Couples and friends loop circles  
in the ice together at Macquarie  
Ice Rink
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This imaginative enclave hums 
with life day and night thanks to 
inspired shopping, outdoor dining 
and a fierce community spirit.

Defining experience  
Rifling through magazines at North 
Ryde newsagency followed by a 
latte, bacon and eggs—a suburban 
ritual that’s impossible to shake.

coxs rd & 
blenheim 
rd village

Known for
 •Alfresco dining

 •Blenheim Rd Village—eccentric  
retailers and interesting shops

 •Buzzing streetlife

 •Sandstone finishes and 
Art Deco flourishes

 •Blenheim Park—an oasis of green
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Defining Experience 
Lazy breakfast at a Charles Street 
café before ambling down the 
Riverwalk to Bennelong Park, 
stopping to admire the fish 
sculptures on the way.

Known for
 • Sweeping views

 • Proud shipbuilding heritage 

 • Putney Water Park—a family picnic 
destination that doubles as a 
toddler’s paradise

 • Beer kudos—James Squire built  
his first brewery at Kissing Point

 • Riverside walk—heaven for 
cycling commuters

Taste 
A buttery pastry from the cake 
shop or an affogato courtesy 
of caffeine temple Dolcino’s

Smell  
The scent of aspiration in the air 

Do  
Embark on a ferry at Kissing 
Point wharf for a blissful ride to 
Circular Quay

Buy  
A riverside mansion—if you can 
afford it

“Putney feels like 
you’re living in a small 
village — people are 
very friendly, you feel 
quite safe and there’s 
always someone who’ll 
go out of their way to 
help you out. There’s a 
really great community 
feel here.”
DORIAN GUARDALA, PUTNEY LOCAL  
AND OWNER OF DOLCINI CAFé
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glades 
ville

Elegant and unassuming in equal parts, this 
leafy enclave plays host to left-field furniture 
shops, postcard-perfect slices of Australiana 
and an inspired dining and bar scene that’s 

on the verge of full bloom.
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Defining Experience 
Savouring cabernet, and a  
crisped-to-perfection Caprese  
at Bar Pizza – the candlelit 
meeting place for Ryde  
loyalists and city types. 

Known for
 •Electric eateries that take cues 
from Mexico, Italy, Thailand 
and Spain

 •Sublime seafood and 
inspired pizzerias

 •Specialty chocolate shops

 •Vintage finds with village price tags

 •Tree-lined streets

 •French bistros and 
pint-sized patisseries

Taste 
Sydney rock oysters and crispy 
calamari fritti at local seafood 
temple La Perla

Smell 
Homemade crepes fresh out of 
Bistro Meme’s kitchen—a sensory 
ode to a Paris sidewalk

Do 
Lose yourself in the French 
furniture and antique shops dotted 
along Victoria Road
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life’s little essentials
All you need to know to get around 
the City of Ryde

Travel 
The City of Ryde is well served by 
public transport.

For trains, take the Northern 
Line via Strathfield and alight 
at Meadowbank, Denistone, 
Eastwood and Epping Stations. 
Or take the Northern Line via 
Chatswood and alight at North 
Ryde, Macquarie Park and 
Macquarie University.

For wider Sydney travel MyMulti 
tickets provide unlimited travel on 
trains, buses, ferry and light rail. 
Pre-purchase tickets before you 
board light rail.

For all bus, train and ferry 
timetables or disabled access 
information go to 131500.com or 
call the transport line on 131 500. 

The City of Ryde also provide 
the Top Ryder—a free bus service 
within the City of Ryde. Go to 
www.ryde.nsw.gov.au/topryder 
for more info.

Shopping Times  
Most shops, department stores 
and shopping centres are open 
from 9.00am to 6.00pm Monday 
to Friday and 10.00am to 5.00pm 
Sunday. Many shops also stay 
open late on Thursday nights 
(until 9.00pm).

Useful resources 
www.ryde.nsw.gov.au 
www.cityofrydebusiness.com.au 
www.macquariecentre.com.au 
www.toprydecity.com.au
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