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Synopsis 

A heart-aching comedy about three generations of mother-daughter love 

Nora Fawn's daughter, Hope, disappeared four years ago. Nora has never known why. Refusing to 

answer her mother's calls, emails or texts, Hope maintained contact only with her big sister, Joy. 

Having once considered her mothering to be the greatest achievement of her life, Nora's spent these 

Hope-less years searching, aching, mother-guilting, working for a famous yet talentless artist and 

avoiding her own emotionally repressed mother, Daphne. 

But ... last night Hope rang out of the blue to say, 'I'm coming home, I'm getting married, the wedding is 

in three weeks and it's your job to organise it.' Desperate to prove her worth as a mother and regain her 

daughter's love, Nora commits to the task - assisted by her own increasingly dementia'd mother and 

her two best friends, Soula (an amateur bikini-line waxer) and Thilma (whom they found in a cab in the 

1980s). 

My Daughter's Wedding is both hilarious and profound as it explores the confounding complexity, wild 

terrain, mountains, valleys and quicksand found in three generations of mother-daughter love.  

 

Author Biography 

Gretel Killeen is an Australian comedian, television presenter, media personality and author. She is 

known for being the host of Big Brother Australia from its inception in 2001 until the 2007 season 

(including Celebrity Big Brother in 2002). Killeen hosted the 2009 TV Week Logie Awards. 
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Discussion Starters 

1. What was your favourite part of the book? 

2. What was your least favourite? 

3. Did you race to the end, or was it more of a slow burn? 

4. What did you think of the writing? What passages strike you as insightful, even profound? 
Perhaps a bit of dialog that's funny or poignant or that encapsulates a character? Maybe there's a 
particular comment that states the book's thematic concerns? 

5. How did you experience the book? Were you engaged immediately, or did it take you a while to 
"get into it"? How did you feel reading it—amused, sad, disturbed, confused, bored...? 

6. Describe the main characters—personality traits, motivations, and inner qualities. 
• Why do characters do what they do? 
• Are their actions justified? 
• Describe the dynamics between characters (in a marriage, family, or friendship). 
• How has the past shaped their lives? 
• Do you admire or disapprove of them? 
• Do they remind you of people you know? 

7. Are the main characters dynamic—changing or maturing by the end of the book? Do they learn 
about themselves, how the world works and their role in it? 

8. What surprised you most about the book? 

9. How did your opinion of the book change as you read it? 

10. Has this novel changed you—broadened your perspective? Have you learned something new or 
been exposed to different ideas about people or a certain part of the world? Do you think you'll 
remember it in a few months or years? 

11. If you could ask the author a question, what would you ask? Have you read other books by the 
same author? If so how does this book compare. If not, does this book inspire you to read others? 
How does the book's title work in relation to the book's contents? If you could give the book a new 
title, what would it be? 

12. Is the ending satisfying? If so, why? If not, why not...and how would you change it? 

 

If you liked this book, you may also like… 

•  Flying the nest by Rachael Johns 

• Spring clean for the Peach Queen by Sasha Wasley 

 

  


