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Agenda of the Works and Community Committee Report No. 6/20, dated Tuesday 11 
August 2020. 
 
 

1 CONFIRMATION OF MINUTES - Works and Community Committee 
Meeting held on 9 June 2020  

Report prepared by: Civic Services Manager 
       File No.: CLM/20/1/1/2 - BP20/551  
 

 
REPORT SUMMARY 
 
In accordance with Council’s Code of Meeting Practice, a motion or discussion with 
respect to such minutes shall not be in order except with regard to their accuracy as 
a true record of the proceedings. 
 
 
RECOMMENDATION: 
 
That the Minutes of the Works and Community Committee Meeting 5/20, held on 9 
June 2020, be confirmed. 
 
 
ATTACHMENTS 
1  MINUTES - Works and Community Committee Meeting - 9 June 2020  
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August 2020. 
 
 

   
Works and Community Committee 
MINUTES OF MEETING NO. 5/20 

 
 

 
Meeting Date: Tuesday 9 June 2020 
Location: Online Audio Visual Meeting 
Time:  6.07pm 
 
 
Councillors Present:  Councillors Pedersen (Chairperson), Clifton, Gordon, Kim, 
Maggio and Purcell. 
 
Apologies:  Nil. 
 
Absent:  Councillor Zhou. 
 
Staff Present:  General Manager, Director – Customer and Community Services, 
Director – Corporate Services, Acting Director – City Planning and Environment, 
Director – City Works, Manager – Community and Ranger Services, Manager – Parks, 
Senior Coordinator – Community Services, Team Leader – Community Services, 
Senior Network Engineer, Civic Services Manager and Civic Support Officer. 
 
 
DISCLOSURES OF INTEREST 
 
There were no disclosures of interest. 
 
 
1 CONFIRMATION OF MINUTES - Works and Community Committee 

Meeting held on 12 May 2020 
RESOLUTION:  (Moved by Councillors Purcell and Gordon) 
 
That the Minutes of the Works and Community Committee Meeting 4/20, held on 12 
May 2020, be confirmed. 
 
Record of Voting: 
 
For the Motion:  Unanimous 
 
Note: This is now a resolution of Council in accordance with the Committee’s delegated powers. 
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2 ITEMS PUT WITHOUT DEBATE 
RESOLUTION:  (Moved by Councillors Maggio and Purcell) 
 
That the Committee determine all Items on the Agenda. 
 
Record of Voting: 
 
For the Motion:  Unanimous 
 
 
3 SMALL GRANTS, ALLOCATION OF FUNDING, ROUND 1, 2020 
RECOMMENDATION:  (Moved by Councillors Maggio and Kim) 
 
(a) That Council endorse funding to the following organisations in Round 1 of the 

2020 Small Grants as follows. 
 

 Ref Organisation Project Funding 
Requested 

Funding 
Granted 

Project Description 

1 01 Italian Leisure 
Group  

Italian Seniors 
Social Support 
Group Project 

$2,000 $2,000 Weekly social support group 
for Italian seniors. 

2 04 Eastwood Ryde 
Netball 
Association 

Initial coaching 
skills 

$2,000 $2,000 Introduction training session 
for parents and others to 
develop netball coach skills.  

3 07 Ample Abilities 
Inc. 

Serendipitous 
Me- A Care for 
Carers Project 

$2,000 $2,000 Establishment of a carers 
support group with 
professional speakers and 
self-care activities. 
 

4 09 KLAP- Australia KLAP- Ryde 
Project 

$1990 $1990 Connects primary school 
students (via an online 
platform) with secondary 
school students, as reading 
mentors. 

5 14 Reach 
Community 
Initiatives Inc. 

Provision of 
Emergency 
Food Parcels 

$1,746 $1,746 Temporary food relief for 
families experiencing hardship 
during COVID-19 crisis.  
 

6 15 Side By Side 
Advocacy Inc. 

Side By Side 
Cocktail Party 

$2,000 $2,000 An event for people with a 
disability to celebrate UN 
International Day for People 
with a Disability. 

7 16 Streetwork 
Australia Ltd. 

PRIDE 
Empowerment 
Program 

$2,000 $2,000 8 week empowerment 
program for youth at risk 
including 44 mentoring 
sessions. 

8 17 Italo-Australian 
Senior Citizens 
Group 

Italo-
Australian 
Senior 
Citizens Group 

$2,000 $1,500 
Funding for 
hall hire is 
not eligible 
and cost for 
catering has 
been 
reduced. 

Social support group for Ryde 
residents of Italian 
background. Two meetings 
held per month.  

9 18 The Shepherd 
Centre 

Talk Together- 
an educational 
and support 
program for 
parents of 
children with a 

$2,000 $2,000 Group program for parents of 
children with hearing loss (may 
be delivered on-line if meeting 
restrictions continue) 
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hearing loss in 
Ryde.  
 

10 22 Community 
Migrant 
Resource 
Centre 

Online artist 
development 
project. 

$2,000 $2,000 Upskilling of CALD artists 
recently arrived in Australia, so 
they can use online platforms 
to promote and distribute their 
art. Response to COVID-19 
restrictions in the arts sector. 

11 28 Young Life Ryde Youth Lead 
and Connect. 

$1,930 $1,930 Aims to socially connect young 
people post COVID-19 by 
supporting Year 12 school 
leavers to promote and run 
events for teens in Ryde. 

 
(b) That the recommended applications totaling $21,166 are funded from the 

Community Grants budget for Round 1 of the 2020 Small Grants. $10,000 is 
available within this budget. That additional funding from the Community Grants 
Reserve budget be used to cover the remaining amount. 

 
(c)  That Council does not endorse the following applications. 
 

 Ref Organisation Project Amount 
Requested 

Description 

1 3 Australian 
Association of 
Cancer Care 
Incorporated 

Continuation of cancer care 
and nursing home 
entertainment. One hour 
monthly concert at Sydney 
nursing homes.  

$2,000 Not eligible as nursing homes 
receive Commonwealth 
funding for entertainment for 
residents.  

2 19 GCM One Pty. Ltd. 2020 second quarter 
marketing campaign. 

$2,000 Not eligible, as for profit 
business. 

3 25 Easy Care 
Gardening 

Purchase of gardening tools 
for volunteers. 

$2,000 Purchase of equipment is not 
eligible in this category. 
 
(The applicant has been 
contacted and will apply for a 
grant under the Facilities and 
Equipment category)   

4 26 Cerebral Palsy 
Alliance 

Purchase of devices for 
people living in group 
homes. 

$1,875 Purchase of equipment is not 
eligible in this category. 
 
(The applicant has been 
contacted and will apply for a 
grant under the Facilities and 
Equipment category)   

5 23 Riverside Business 
Chamber 

Boost business online 
presence by purchase of 
equipment, apps and 
engagement of consultants. 

$2,000 Purchase of equipment and 
items which contribute to the 
day to day operational 
expenses e.g. IT licences not 
eligible in this category. 
(The applicant has been 
contacted and will apply for a 
grant under the Facilities and 
Equipment category)   

 
(d) That the successful and unsuccessful grant applicants be informed in writing of 

the outcomes of the grant applications. 
 
(e) That future grant applications to be advertised in all media channels ie; all local 

newspapers, rate notices, Council’s website and social media.   
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(f) That a report come back including costings regarding future grant applications to 

be advertised in Cultural Newspapers.  
 
Record of Voting: 
 
For the Motion:  Unanimous 
 
Note: This matter will be dealt with at the Council Meeting to be held on 23 JUNE 2020 as  

substantive changes were made to the published recommendation and it is outside the 
Committee’s delegations. 

 
 
 
4 CITY OF RYDE RECONCILIATION ACTION PLAN 
RECOMMENDATION:  (Moved by Councillors Pedersen and Purcell) 
 
(a) That Council endorse the City of Ryde Reflect Reconciliation Action Plan. 

 
(b) That the City of Ryde Reflect RAP be forwarded to Reconciliation Australia for 

final endorsement.  
 
(c) That Council adopt the Terms of Reference for the Reconciliation Action 

Working Group noting the following: 
 
 i. That all interested Councillors be invited to join the group noting that no 

 less than half of the delegates on the Working Group be Indigenous 
 delegates. 

 ii. That the Chairperson, be an Indigenous Delegate to be nominated by the 
 Working Group. 

 
(d) That the General Manager calls for nominations to join the Reconciliation Action 

Working Group from surrounding and local Indigenous and non-Indigenous 
groups and individuals. 

 
Record of Voting: 
 
For the Motion:  Councillors Clifton, Gordon, Maggio, Pedersen, and Purcell 
 
Against the Motion:  Councillor Kim 
 
Note: This matter will be dealt with at the Council Meeting to be held on 23 JUNE 2020 as 

dissenting votes were recorded and substantive changes were made to the published 
recommendation. 
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ADJOURNMENT 
 
The Chair, Councillor Pedersen requested that the Committee consider adjourning 
the online audio visual Meeting to enable a workshop presentation to be provided to 
Councillors, the time being 7.19pm. 
 
RESOLUTION:  (Moved by Councillors Pedersen and Purcell) 
 
That the Meeting be adjourned and reconvene at the conclusion of the workshop 
presentation. 
 
Record of Voting: 
 
For the Motion:  Unanimous 
 
 
The Committee Meeting was therefore adjourned to:- 
 
Tuesday, 9 June 2020 to reconvene at the conclusion of the workshop presentation. 
 
Councillors Present:  Councillors Pedersen (Chairperson), Clifton, Gordon, Kim, 
Maggio and Purcell. 
 
Apologies:  Nil. 
 
Absent:  Councillor Zhou. 
 
Staff Present:  General Manager, Director – Customer and Community Services, 
Director – Corporate Services, Acting Director – City Planning and Environment, 
Director – City Works, Manager – Community and Ranger Services, Manager – Parks, 
Senior Network Engineer, Civic Services Manager and Civic Support Officer. 
 
 
MEETING RECONVENED 
 
The Chair, Councillor Pedersen reconvened the online audio visual Committee 
Meeting at 8.06pm on Tuesday, 9 June 2020. 
 
Councillors Present:  Councillors Pedersen (Chairperson), Clifton, Gordon, Kim, 
Maggio and Purcell. 
 
Apologies:  Nil. 
 
Absent:  Councillor Zhou. 
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Staff Present:  General Manager, Director – Customer and Community Services, 
Director – Corporate Services, Director – City Works, Manager – Communications and 
Engagement, Manager – Community and Ranger Services, Manager – Parks, Civic 
Services Manager and Civic Support Officer. 
 
 
5 WAIVER OF FEES - SWIM SCHOOLS AND CARNIVALS, 

SPORTSGROUNDS AND PARKS, LIBRARY FINES AND NOTICE PERIOD 
FOR VENUES    

Note:  Councillor Kim left the meeting at 8.07pm and was not present for 
consideration or voting on this Item. 

 
RECOMMENDATION:  (Moved by Councillors Purcell and Gordon) 
 
(a) That Council adopts the resolution to waive the cancellation fee specified  in 

Council’s adopted “Fees and Charges” for swim schools and swimming 
 carnivals for the period 01 April to 30 June 2020 inclusive; and 
 
(b) That Council adopts the resolution to waive the cancellation fee specified  in 

Council’s adopted “Fees and Charges” for sporting fields or parks for the 
 period 01 March to 30 June 2020; and 
 
(c) That Council adopts the resolution to waive the notice period required under 

Council’s Venue Hire Application, for cancellations for the period 01 April to 30 
June 2020 inclusive; and 

 
(d) That Council adopts the resolution to waive the following library fines associated 

with the late return or loss of items for the period 1 April to 30 June 2020, as 
outlined in Council’s Fees and Charges 2019-2020. 

 
(a)  Daily overdue charge. 
(b) “Fast Reads” overdue charge. 
(c) Replacement processing charge. 

 
Record of Voting: 
 
For the Motion:  Councillors Clifton, Gordon, Pedersen and Purcell 
 
Against the Motion:  Councillor Maggio 
 
Note: This matter will be dealt with at the Council Meeting to be held on 23 JUNE 2020 as 

dissenting votes were recorded. 
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6 INDOOR SPORTS FACILITIES REVIEW 
Note:  Councillor Kim returned to the meeting at 8.12pm. 
 
RECOMMENDATION:  (Moved by Councillors Purcell and Gordon) 
 
(a) That, the Future Facilities Direction detailed in the report be adopted as 

Council’s planning framework for the future detailed planning of indoor sports 
courts within the City. 

 
(i)  Not only ensure that all future indoor sport’s facilities meet regulation 

accessibility but to consult widely with all abilities sports organisers, on 
what features might encourage an increased uptake of these sports in 
Ryde. 

(ii)  That the identified design features be adopted into future works. 
 
(b) That Council note funding for these projects is identified within Council’s Section 

7.11 Plan and delivery of any works be identified in future draft Four Year 
Delivery Plans. 

 
Record of Voting: 
 
For the Motion:  Councillors Pedersen, Clifton, Gordon, and Purcell 
 
Against the Motion:  Councillors Kim and Maggio 
 
Note: This matter will be dealt with at the Council Meeting to be held on 23 JUNE 2020 as 

dissenting votes were recorded and substantive changes were made to the published 
recommendation. 

 
 
 
7 TRAFFIC AND PARKING MATTERS APPROVED BY THE RYDE TRAFFIC 

COMMITTEE MEETING 
RESOLUTION:  (Moved by Councillors Purcell and Gordon) 
 
That Council endorses the following Ryde Traffic Committee recommendations: 
 
A. VARIOUS STREETS IN NORTH RYDE, MARSFIELD & GLADESVILLE – 

Parking Restrictions - Conversion of Temporary Resident Parking 
Schemes to Permanent Resident Parking Schemes 

 
1. That the temporary resident parking schemes be made permanent in the 

following streets, with the scheme to be in operation on one side of the street 
only.  The streets in question being – Collins Street, Marshal Place and 
Truscott Street - all of which are located in North Ryde, with Karalee Close 
and Katoa Place both of which are located in Marsfield.  
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2. That Lyndhurst Street, Gladesville be made a permanent resident parking 

scheme, with the scheme to be in operation on both sides of the road. 
 

3. Signposting of the resident parking schemes as 2P 8am-6pm Mon–Fri Permit 
Holders Excepted in both instances. 

 
Record of Voting: 
 
For the Motion:  Unanimous 
 
Note: This is now a resolution of Council in accordance with the Committee’s delegated powers. 
 
 
 
8 AFFECTS DUE TO COVID 19 - ASSISTING SPORTING CLUBS AND 

ASSOCIATIONS 
RECOMMENDATION:  (Moved by Councillors Purcell and Gordon) 
 
(a) That Council continues to apply the fees for use of sportsgrounds and 

associated infrastructure as outlined in its current and draft 2020/21, Fees and 
Charges schedule. 

 
(b) That Council provide 100 lux to all sports grounds that have the increased lux 

capacity to cater for weekday night games, where permissible, to assist the 
interrupted winter season to be completed due to COVID-19.   

 
(c)  That the General Manager be authorised to negotiate with any clubs, who 

formally identify that they have difficulty in paying any fees, in arranging 
deferrals or other hardship measures as appropriate. 

 
Record of Voting: 
 
For the Motion:  Councillors Clifton, Gordon, Pedersen and Purcell 
 
Against the Motion:  Councillors Kim and Maggio 
 
Note: This matter will be dealt with at the Council Meeting to be held on 23 JUNE 2020 as  

dissenting votes were recorded and substantive changes were made to the published 
recommendation. 

 
 

The meeting closed at 8.22pm. 
 
 

CONFIRMED THIS 11TH DAY OF AUGUST 2020. 
 
 

Chairperson 
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2 ITEMS PUT WITHOUT DEBATE  

Report prepared by: Civic Services Manager 
       File No.: CLM/20/1/2/2 - BP20/552  
 

 
REPORT SUMMARY 
 
In accordance with Council’s Code of Meeting Practice, the Committee can 
determine those matters on the Agenda that can be adopted without the need for any 
discussion. 
 
 
RECOMMENDATION: 
 
That the Committee determine the Items on the Agenda that will be adopted without 
any debate. 
 
OR 
 
That the Committee determine all Items on the Agenda. 
 
 
 
 



 
 
 
 Works and Community Committee  Page 11 
 

Agenda of the Works and Community Committee Report No. 6/20, dated Tuesday 11 
August 2020. 
 
 

3 CITY OF RYDE SPORTSGROUND DEFIBRILLATORS  

Report prepared by: Sportsground Liaison Officer, Sportsgrounds and Recreation 
       File No.: GRP/20/20 - BP20/367  
 

 
REPORT SUMMARY 
 
At its meeting held on 25 February 2020, Council resolved to conduct an 
investigation on the current supply of defibrillators at City of Ryde sportsgrounds.  
The resolution asked that the report include an indication of whether the units are 
operational, whether additional units are required and details on their cost to install.  
It also asked that the report identify fees and charges, which minimise or eliminate 
costs for sporting users.  
 
Also known as an AED (automated external defibrillator) or ‘defib’, a defibrillator is a 
life-saving device that uses an electric shock to restore the heart to a normal beating 
rhythm should an individual suffer a sudden cardiac arrest or cardiac event.  An 
individual AED unit including the AED, signage and wall mounted bracket costs 
approximately $3,000 to initially purchase.  Currently Council owns defibrillators 
located at all libraries, the Ryde Aquatic and Leisure Centre, Ryde Community Sports 
Centre, Civic Hall, Council Chambers, North Ryde Office and Operation Centre 
buildings. The units are secured and easily accessible for Council staff should any 
emergency situation arise.  
 
Currently, of the 57 sporting fields across 26 different parks under Council’s 
management, community user groups have funded and received Council approval to 
install AED units at 14 locations which service 35 sports fields. At each location, the 
ongoing maintenance and management of the AED units is the responsibility of the 
owner of the equipment (community clubs), and as the hirer is responsible for the 
activity, it forms part of meeting the duty of care they have for the participants.  
Weekly inspections are required to ensure the units continue to be operational with 
faults automatically identifiable.  This was the practice adopted following a report on 
the matter to Council in April 2015.    
 
There are 9 further sportsground locations identified where there is a regular 
seasonal user group with access to an appropriate secured area. For each of these 
locations Council staff can assist the existing clubs in the purchase of an AED unit by 
supporting applications for suitable grant funding programs.  These include the Local 
Sport Defibrillator Program and Stronger Communities Grant Program which will 
allow for ownership of these units to remain with the sporting user group.  It is then 
the user groups responsibility to ensure the availability of the equipment for the 
activities conducted on Council’s sporting fields for which they are responsible for.   
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As requested in the resolution, feedback on the matter was sought from the City of 
Ryde Sport and Recreation and Wheeled Sports Advisory Committee (SRWSAC). Of 
the three responses received from committee members, two indicated a preference 
for ownership and responsibility for maintenance of AED units to fall to Council, with 
costs on-charged to sporting user groups. The third response noted a preference for 
the ownership and responsibility for maintenance of AED units to remain with the 
sporting user groups with Council facilitating opportunities for first aid training.  
 
Consistent to the existing Council position, this report does not recommend that 
Council take on the ownership and responsibility of installing and maintaining units at 
its sporting fields.  There is no legal requirement for Council to provide AED units in 
its park or within its community facilities. If it did so Council may be legally exposed 
and liable for damages should the unit not function correctly.  These facilities are 
provided to groups under a hire agreement where the risks associated with the 
activity or event are transferred to the user group.  It is therefore the responsibility of 
the user group to ensure it has adequate practices in place to manage any 
emergency situations that arise and meet its duty of care obligations for its members 
and/or participants of the activity it is conducting.  This includes managing the 
provision of suitable first aid equipment and support.   
 
Through the preparation of this report, Council staff met with and received a proposal 
from the Michael Hughes Foundation who wish to partner with the City of Ryde to 
address four key objectives related to the use and management of AED units 
including: - 
 

1. Identification and Mapping of existing defibrillator network – no cost to 
Council 

2. Maintenance review of existing defibrillators – no Cost to Council 
3. Education and Accredited First Aid Training – charged on a user pay basis 
4. Support the Creation of a ‘HeartSafe Community’ – facilitated by Council 

with no direct cost 
 
Giving consideration to this proposal and the issues identified through investigating 
the matter, this report recommends, that staff continue to support community user 
groups in obtaining grant funding for the purchase of AED units.  This will be for units 
to be installed at the sportsgrounds locations identified in the body of this report. 
Additionally, it is also recommended that Council partner with the Michael Hughes 
Foundation to undertake a full audit of the existing defibrillator network across the 
City of Ryde giving consideration to AED unit location, accessibility and maintenance 
requirements. Through establishing this partnership, Council will be able to facilitate 
and support community user groups in meeting their requirements for the ongoing 
management, maintenance and training associated with defibrillators.  
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Information will be provided to the Julie Hughes Foundation in relation to the City of 
Ryde’s Community Grants Program, encouraging the organisation to apply for 
funding to support the provision of Education and First Aid Training to the City of 
Ryde community groups. 
 
 
RECOMMENDATION: 
 
(a) That Council continue to support community user groups in the purchase of 

AED units by identifying and supporting applications for suitable grant funding 
programs.  
 

(b) That Council enter into a partnership with the Micheal Hughes Foundation to 
complete mapping, identification, and a maintenance audit of existing AED units 
in community facilities across the City of Ryde 

 
(c) That Council engage with sporting and community user groups that utilise 

Council facilities to ascertain interest in the formation of a HeartSafe Community 
reference group. 

  
(d) That Councillors be provided with an update following staff receiving feedback 

from the community groups on establishment of this reference group.    
 
 
ATTACHMENTS 

1  Michael Hughes Foundation Submission for AED Unit Review  
  
Report Prepared By: 
 
Stephen Alderton 
Sportsground Liaison Officer 
 
Report Approved By: 
 
Simon James 
Manager - Parks 
 
Wayne Rylands 
Director - City Works  
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Background 
 
At its Council meeting held on 25 February 2020 Council resolved:– 
 

(a) That Council report back on findings of the investigation regarding 
defibrillators across the City of Ryde grounds at the April Council meeting 
by consulting all users and the Sports Advisory Committee providing their 
feedback. 

 
(b) The report is to include – 

i. Conducting an annual audit to ensure the defibrillators are 
operational that are used across the City of Ryde grounds. 

ii. Providing information where other defibrillators are required in the 
City of Ryde grounds and provide costs to install 

iii. Identification of fees and charges and to minimize or eliminate costs 
for sports users 

iv. Nomination of an appropriate funding source if required. 
 
About Automated External Defibrillators (AED) 
 
An Automated External Defibrillator (AED) or ‘defib’ is a life-saving device that when 
placed onto an individual in an emergency situation will analyse the hearts rhythm 
and recognise any abnormalities before determining whether an electric shock is 
required to be administered. Electric shocks may be administered to either prevent or 
correct an arrhythmia, a heartbeat that is uneven, too slow or too fast or can restore 
the hearts beating should an individual suffer a sudden cardiac arrest.  
 
Defibrillation is the process of attempting to restore the hearts normal rhythm and is 
crucial in the first minutes following a sudden cardiac arrest to maximise the chances 
of survival. For every minute that passes, the chance of survival from a cardiac arrest 
is reduced by approximately 10%. An administration of an AED can significantly 
increase the survival rate. 
 
Costs and Maintenance Requirements 
 
An individual AED unit including the AED, signage and wall mounted bracket costs 
approximately $3,000 to initially purchase. All AED’s perform self-maintenance 
checks on daily, weekly and monthly basis to ensure that they are ready for use. In 
the event the machine notes a fault when conducting a self-maintenance test, the unit 
will beep for a period of time to alert the facility user that there is a potential fault with 
the machine. Additionally, it is recommended that facility users conduct weekly visual 
inspections to confirm that the unit has not failed a self-check with these inspections 
taking only 1-2 minutes to complete. 
 
 



 
 
 
 Works and Community Committee  Page 15 
 
ITEM 3 (continued) 

Agenda of the Works and Community Committee Report No. 6/20, dated Tuesday 11 
August 2020. 
 
 

 
Each AED unit has two primary consumables which require replacement either 
following the use of the device or after a set period of time. For the shock pads used 
to administer the electric shock, this period is approximately every two years with a 
replacement cost of approximately $150. For the AED battery, this component 
requires replacement every four years with a replacement cost of approximately 
$300. Therefore, for new devices it is anticipated that following the expiration of the 
warranty period the annual cost of maintenance will equate to approximately $150 
per year per unit. 
 
First Aid Training 
 
Although each AED unit assess the status of the heart and has failsafe measures to 
ensure that an individual with a normal heart rhythm cannot be administered with an 
electric shock, it is still recommended that people who may be required to utilise an 
AED undergo appropriate training so that they have confidence in using the device if 
required. Training on use of these devices is incorporated into many first aid courses 
and forms part of the annual resuscitation update training conducted by all accredited 
first aid training providers. 
 
Discussion 
 
Currently Council owns defibrillators located at all libraries, the Ryde Aquatic and 
Leisure Centre, Ryde Community Sports Centre, Civic Hall, Council Chambers, North 
Ryde Office and Operation Centre buildings. In these locations, the equipment is 
located in an area that is easily accessible for Council staff and can be easily 
accessible in an emergency situation that involves either Council staff or patrons of 
those facilities. At these locations the relevant staff undergo training that is organised 
by Council and is refreshed on an annual basis to ensure confidence in use of the 
device if it is required. For these existing devices, Council’s Buildings Maintenance 
Team is responsible for conducting regular audits and scheduling the ongoing 
maintenance including the ordering of replacement batteries and shock pads.  
 
Council has 207 parks and reserves under its control and management including 57 
sporting fields which are available for use by sporting user groups on either a 
seasonal or casual basis. When Council provides a community or sporting user group 
use of a sportsground on either a casual or seasonal basis, it is the responsibility of 
that group to ensure that any particular needs relation to use of the at facility is met 
by the group. This includes the responsibility of the user group to ensure it has 
adequate practices and equipment in place to manage emergency situations and 
meet its duty of care obligations for its members and/or participants in the activities it 
intends to conduct on Council land. This is outlined through the application process 
through which all user groups must apply to use Council facilities which results in 
Council transferring its risk for use of these facilities under a hire agreement, lease or 
licence. It is also noted that for any user group to be granted a hire agreement, lease 
or licence they must first provide Council with an applicable Certificate of Currency 
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confirming they have a current Public Liability Policy to undertake the proposed 
activities on Council land. 
 
In addition, under the Work Health and Safety Act, 2011 the activity organisers also 
have a duty of care towards those persons attending their activity or event to ensure 
they are not exposed to risks from a public liability perspective. This would extend to 
ensuring there is suitable and appropriate first aid facilities in place to meet the needs 
of the participants involved in the activity. 
 
Currently, of the 57 sporting fields located at 26 different parks under Council’s 
management, community user groups have received Council approval to install AED 
units at 14 locations which directly service 35 fields. 
 
Park AED unit location Responsible User Group 
Bremner  Amenities Building Putney Rangers FC 

Christie  Amenities Building North West Sydney Football 
Association 

Dunbar  Amenities Building Ryde Athletics Club 
Eastwood  Amenities Building Eastwood St Andrews FC 

ELS Hall Ryde Community Sports 
Centre – Field 2 Changerooms ELS Hall Park User Groups 

Marsfield  Amenities Building Macquarie Dragons FC 
Meadowbank Eastern Amenities Building West Ryde Rovers FC 
Meadowbank  Central Amenities Building Eastwood Ryde Netball Association 
Morrison Bay Amenities Building Morrison Bay Park User Groups 
North Ryde  Amenities Building North Ryde Soccer Club 
Peel  Amenities Building Gladesville Ravens FC 
Pioneer  Amenities Building Macquarie Saints Baseball Club 
Ryde  Amenities Building Ryde Rugby Club  
Waterloo  Amenities Building Macquarie Dragons FC 
 
Where Council proceeds with the installation of AED units at its facilities, it is not 
considered appropriate to install units in unsecured publically accessible location. 
Should a unit not function when required for use, Council may be liable for any 
damages that occur as a result of the non-function of the unit. 
 
The risks posed to Council from placing defibrillators in publically accessible areas 
are: 
 

• Vandalism or lack of maintenance that may not be apparent until the AED is 
required in an emergency situation leading to an unsuccessful attempt to save 
a life. For any unit placed in a public space this is considered a major risk. 

• An increase to Council’s risk/legal exposure as a result of the above. 
• Financial cost of maintenance and inspection at numerous locations. 
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• Lack of trained staff or public at the nominated locations 
• All of the above matters provide a reputational risk to Council. 

 
Due to the issues raised above, most notably the concerns regarding vandalism, it is 
not recommended to consider the installation of units in unsecured areas. Therefore, 
it is recommended that AED units should only be considered in locations where they 
can be suitably secured such as within sportsground amenities buildings where a 
user group/s has an ongoing or seasonal hire agreement with Council for the facility. 
 
 Locations which currently do not currently have an AED unit which may be suitable 
for the installation of a device are – 
 

Park Possible AED unit location 
Bill Mitchell  Amenities Building 
Brush Farm  Amenities Building 
Fontenoy  Amenities Building 
Gannan  Amenities Building 
Monash Monash Park Grandstand 
Pidding  Amenities Building 
Santa Rosa  Bridge Road Amenities Building 
Tuckwell  Amenities Building 
Westminster  Amenities Building 

 
 
At each of these locations Council staff can support the existing seasonal sporting 
user group in the purchase of an AED units by identifying and supporting applications 
for suitable grant funding programs such as the Local Sport Defibrillator Program and 
Stronger Communities Grant Program. This approach has proven successful in the 
past with City of Ryde supporting no less than four (4) grant applications by sporting 
user groups since 2017. 
 
Partnership Opportunities 
 
The Michael Hughes Foundation is a not-for-profit enterprise who assist in 
procurement, maintenance and education of first aid equipment related to cardiac 
arrest and medical emergencies. In 2015, Council facilitated discussions between 
Ryde’s sporting user groups and the Michael Hughes Foundation (then referred to as 
‘Remember Mike and Save a Life Committee’) which resulted in the successful 
donation of five (5) AED units to sporting user groups with the City of Ryde to service 
the Ryde community.  
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During the preparation of this report, Council staff met with Julie Hughes of the 
Michael Hughes Foundation to discuss City of Ryde’s requirements as they related to 
AED units and were able to identify four key areas in which the Michael Hughes 
Foundation could assist the Ryde community if a partnership arrangement was 
formed with Council. 
 

1. Identification and Mapping of existing defibrillator network  
2. Maintenance review of existing defibrillators 
3. Education and Accredited First Aid Training 
4. Support the Creation of a ‘HeartSafe Community’ 

 
Identification and mapping of AED network 
 
Through a partnership, the Michael Hughes foundation can complete a review of 
AED units within the City of Ryde which will consider, location and ownership of all 
AED units for all organisations (including sporting user groups) in the community. 
 
The mapping of the defibrillators can be completed via both Google Maps (with a 
potential link on Council website) and through the Good Sam App. The Good Sam 
has both a mapping system for defibrillators plus a registration for community first 
responders (to alert and respond to actual events). The key benefit of this technology 
is it can be linked to the 000-Call Centre for NSW Ambulance 
 
The Michael Hughes Foundation has offered to complete this service at no cost to 
the City of Ryde. 
 
Maintenance review 
 
Through a partnership arrangement, the Michael Hughes Foundation has also 
offered to complete a maintenance review of all AED units with the City of Ryde and 
provide a condition report of each unit considering if any pads or batteries require 
replacement. Additionally, this maintenance review would also look to provide 
feedback on the signage, accessibility and security of the AED unit to ensure its 
location and storage best meets the needs of the facility users. 
 
The Michael Hughes Foundation has offered to complete this maintenance review at 
no cost to the City of Ryde. Where replacement equipment is required, the Michael 
Hughes Foundation can also provide a quote for service to the owner of the 
equipment and if required, assist with grant submissions for funding. 
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Education and First Aid Training 
 
The Michael Hughes Foundation has offered to deliver four (4) First Responder 
Information Sessions within a 12-month period with each session designed to 
improve awareness on all aspect of cardiac arrest including the chain of survival, 
CPR, use of AED units, maintenance of AED units and debriefing following a cardiac 
arrest event.  
 
To deliver these sessions the Michael Hughes Foundation has requested Council 
support in supplying a suitable venue within Ryde and quoted a fee of $500 per 
session. Rather than Council directly covering costs for this session, it would be most 
appropriate for the Michael Hughes Foundation to submit an application to City of 
Ryde’s Community Grants Program requesting funding to deliver these sessions for 
community user groups with the City of Ryde. As a result, Council staff have provided 
the Michael Hughes Foundation with details of the program and have encouraged an 
application from the foundation for consideration for funding. 
 
Creation of a HeartSafe Community 
 
HeartSafe Community is a program designed to promote survival from sudden 
cardiac events through achieving a set minimum criteria within either a geographical 
location or organisation which include but are not limited to availability, training and 
awareness of cardiac arrest first aid response and treatment.  
 
The Micheal Hughes Foundation has proposed to support the City of Ryde in 
achieving this status through the establishment of a committee or task force which 
can develop a strategy specific to the Ryde community for how to achieve the criteria 
for recognition. To ascertain interest in forming such a committee, it is proposed that 
Council staff engage with sporting and community user groups that utilise Council 
facilities to assess if such a committee is feasible and if so, facilitate the formation of 
a Heart Safe Community committee. 
 
Sport and Recreation and Wheeled Sports Advisory Committee Feedback 
 
Through the preparation of this report Council sought direct feedback from the City of 
Ryde Sport and Recreation and Wheeled Sports Advisory Committee (SRWSAC) 
regarding the maintenance and management of AED units across sporting grounds 
within Ryde. 
 
Three (3) responses were received from SRWSAC committee members with two (2) 
committee members providing preference for ownership and responsibility for 
maintenance of AED units falling to Council with costs on-charged to sporting user 
groups. The final response indicated a preference for the ownership and 
responsibility for maintenance of AED units remaining with the sporting user groups 
with Council encouraged to facilitate opportunities for first aid training. 
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However, as previously detailed in this report, it is not considered appropriate for 
Council to manage individual AED units at Council’s sportsgrounds as Council may 
be liable for any damages that occur as a result of the non-function of the unit. There 
is no legal requirement for Council to provide AED units in its park or within its 
community facilities. Council’s sportsground facilities are hired or licence to external 
organisations that, as the activity organiser, have a duty of care towards those 
persons who attend their activity or event to ensure that they are not exposed to risks 
from a public liability perspective. This extends to the provision of suitable and 
appropriate first aid equipment such as AED units. 
 
Financial Implications 
 
Adoption of the recommendation will have no financial impact to Council.  As the 
report is recommending a partnership with the Michael Hughes Foundation where 
there is no cost to Council and any benefit is to the community groups who own the 
AED’s, no procurement issues are identified.  
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4 ADOPTION OF THE BLENHEIM PARK MASTERPLAN  

Report prepared by: Open Space Planner 
       File No.: GRP/20/20 - BP20/308  
 

 
REPORT SUMMARY 
 
Blenheim Park (‘the Park’) is identified by Council in its Integrated Open Space Plan 
(IOSP) as a level 1 park in the Ryde LGA. It provides the residents of North Ryde and 
more broadly the City of Ryde, with local open space facilities for active and passive 
uses. 
 
The community value and role of this Park is increasing due to the projected 
population growth in the City and particularly the high-density residential 
developments occurring to the immediate north of the Park in the North Ryde Station 
precinct. Following the acquisition of 3 adjoining residential properties, the 
Masterplan, provided in ATTACHMENT 1 – CIRCULATED UNDER SEPARATE 
COVER, identifies how Blenheim Park will be upgraded to better meet the 
community’s future open space needs. 
 
The Masterplan sets out the vision for how this park will be embellished over the next 
20 years, to ensure sustainable and efficient use and that the Park meet the needs of 
the community and groups utilizing the space. The Masterplan proposes a range of 
active recreation and passive uses for Blenheim Park.  
 
The Masterplan has a range of park improvements identified, including a new active 
recreation area that includes 2 x multi-courts, skate park area, table tennis, hit up 
wall; 2 x open greens for unstructured play; major upgrade to the regional 
playground; update to amenities building; relocated dog park; relocated radio control 
car track; new fitness equipment stations; general park improvements to path 
network, park access, parking and lighting; and environmental improvements 
including biodiversity corridor. Council is committed to optimising the recreational 
values of the Park whilst ensuring sustainable and environmental management of the 
Park in to the future. 
 
The Masterplan has been developed giving consideration to feedback received 
during community consultation. This included: 
 

• Stage 1 community consultation on 20 February – 17 March 2019. Feedback 
is detailed in Stage 1 Community Consultation Report, provided in 
ATTACHMENT 6 – CIRCULATED UNDER SEPARATE COVER.  
 

• Stage 2 community consultation on 5 February – 1 March 2020. The draft 
Masterplan, provided in ATTACHMENT 4 – CIRCULATED UNDER 
SEPARATE COVER, was presented for community feedback. Feedback is 
detailed in the Stage 2 Community Consultation Report, provided in 
ATTACHMENT 3 – CIRCULATED UNDER SEPARATE COVER.  
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Further details on the consultation undertaken are outlined in the body of this report. 
The community consultation reports were used to inform the final Masterplan. 
 
The Masterplan seeks to increase the availability of public open space for by: 

• Integration of the previously acquired properties (86 Blenheim Road, 12 
Epping Rd and 14A Epping Rd) into Blenheim Park; 

• Recommendation of this report to close of the northern section of the 
Blenheim Road road reserve (immediately adjacent to Blenheim Park) and 
integrate into Blenheim Park. 

 
The recommendation to close the road allows for the Master Plan to increase the 
availability of public open space for community use and allow greater flexibility in the 
future development of the space for recreation purposes.  The road closure will 
maximise the areas where additional recreation or sporting opportunities can be 
realised, identified in the Masterplan for the relocated Radio Car Control Club 
Operations.  It will also provide for the opportunity to use the area for more efficiently 
for the function of car parking. 
 
Funding to commence delivery of the Masterplan has been identified in Council’s 
Four Year Delivery Plan and Section 7.11 Plan with delivery commencing in 2020/21.  
Additional funding to implement the full Masterplan over its 20 year life is required 
and will be sought through applications for grant funding opportunities, future s7.11 
Plan updates and Council’s annual business planning cycle.  
  
 
RECOMMENDATION: 
 
(a) That Council endorses the Blenheim Park Masterplan and its vision for future 

park improvements, prepared by NewScape Design, dated July 2020 – 
ATTACHMENT 1. 

 
(b) That Council approves the closure of the northern section of the Blenheim Road 

road reserve (adjacent to Blenheim Park as shown in ATTACHMENT 7) 
including: 

 
(i) delegating authority to the General Manager to do all things necessary to 

effect this closure, including executing all necessary documentation; and  
 

(ii) for this parcel of land to be classified as Community Land and 
categorised as Park. 

 
(d) That Council write to thank all participants in the development of the Masterplan 

and inform them of this resolution. 
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ATTACHMENTS – CIRCULATED UNDER SEPARATE COVER 
1  Blenheim Park Final Masterplan Report for Council adoption - July 2020  
2  Blenheim Park Masterplan - Consultation Feedback and Response summary - 

Stage 2 - April 2020 
 

3  Blenheim Park Masterplan - Consultation Report - Stage 2 - March 2020  
4  Blenheim Park Draft Masterplan for Stage 2 Community Consultation - February 

2020 
 

5  Blenheim Park Masterplan - Consultation Feedback and Response Summary - 
Stage 1 - April 2019 

 

6  Blenheim Park Masterplan - Consultation Report - Stage 1 - March 2019  
7  Blenheim Park Masterplan - Recommended Road Closure  
  
Report Prepared By: 
 
Meredith Gray 
Open Space Planner  
 
Report Approved By: 
 
Michael Longworth 
Senior Coordinator - Park Planning 
 
Simon James 
Manager - Parks 
 
Wayne Rylands 
Director - City Works  
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History 
 
Blenheim Park came into being following a bulk land transfer to the Council of the 
Municipality of Ryde in 1949. Over the year’s various parcels of adjoining land added 
to and excised from the Park. 
 
The Park itself remained relatively undeveloped for many years. However, over the 
past 40 years, the Park has featured a former BMX track (1980/90’s), a former golf 
practice range and a current radio control car track. 
 
A previous masterplan/concept plan for Blenheim Park was adopted by Council in 
1999. This provided the direction for progressive park improvements to be 
undertaken which has ultimately resulted in the evolution of the park to become the 
Park as it is known today.  
 
Other more recent park upgrades have included installation of a fenced dog off leash 
area in 2005 and minor playground upgrade in 2012. 
 
Recently, Council resolved to increase Blenheim Park via the acquisition of 3 
residential properties on the north-eastern boundary of the park (corner of Epping 
and Blenheim Roads). In 2019, Council rezoned these land parcels to RE1 for public 
recreation purposes. 
 

   
Images 1 - 3: 1943, 1956 and 1961 aerial images of Blenheim Park area 

 

   
Images 4 - 6: 1981, 2001 and 2012 aerial images of Blenheim Park  
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Local Context  

 
Image 7: Site Location – Blenheim Park 

 

 
Image 8: Site Location - Blenheim Park (including 3 x acquired properties on north-eastern side of the park) 

 

ter Park 

Blenheim Park 
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The Park is now 3.58 hectares following the recent addition of 3 x acquired properties 
(86 Blenheim Road, 12A and 14 Epping Road) into the Park boundary. 
 
Strategic Context 
 
The Masterplan for Blenheim Park - ATTACHMENT 1 – CIRCULATED UNDER 
SEPARATE COVER, has been prepared in response to and with consideration to a 
number of City of Ryde’s strategic planning documents, including: 
 

• Great Sydney Commission – North District Plan (2018) 
• Integrated Open Space Plan (2012) 
• Sport and Recreation Strategy (2016-2026) 
• Local Strategic Planning Statement  
• Children’s Play Implementation Plan (2019) 
• NSW Everyone Can Play Guidelines 
• Biodiversity Plan (2016) 

 
The City of Ryde is incorporated in the Greater Sydney Commission’s North District 
Plan. The Park is located to the south-east of Macquarie Park and North Ryde priority 
precincts. The number of residents that call North Ryde/East Ryde/Chatswood West 
(within City of Ryde) will grow to 16,763 by 2036. Nearby in Macquarie Park the 
number of resident will grow to 27,350. Macquarie Park is Sydney’s second largest 
business district. It has witnessed the fastest growth in stand-alone employment of all 
major centes in Sydney over the last 20 years. This growth is expected to continue, 
with the worker population to grow to 79,000 by 2036. These factors will result in 
increasing community demand on the Park, recreation facilities and active transport 
linkages.  
 
Council’s Integrated Open Space Plan identifies Blenheim Park as a Level 1 open 
space which provides a variety of active and passive recreation opportunities for the 
residents of the City of Ryde and visitors to the City. 
 
The preparation of a Masterplan for Blenheim Park is identified in Council’s adopted 
Sport and Recreation Strategy 2016-2026 as a medium priority. This strategic focus 
is to: 
 

“review layouts of all major open spaces to identify areas where additional 
recreation or sporting opportunities can be realised.” 

 
The adopted Children’s Play Implementation Plan identifies the existing playgrounds 
to be consolidated into a single, regional all abilities playground incorporating NSW 
Everyone Can Play Guidelines. 
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Expansion of the Parkland 
 
Council previously resolved to acquire 3 x residential properties at 86 Blenheim 
Road, 12A Epping Road and 14 Epping Road with the objective of increasing the 
footprint of Blenheim Park. This strategic direction was in response to the projected 
population growth in the surrounding area, especially the urban activation precinct 
around North Ryde station (eg. Lachlan’s Line development), and the community’s 
increasing open space and recreation needs. Through the masterplanning process, 
these parcels of land have been successfully integrated into the Park for community 
use.  
 
In the development of the Masterplan, the community provided positive feedback 
during Stage 1 and Stage 2 community consultations in relation to the expansion of 
the Park and increasing the amount of availability of public open space. 
 
Masterplan – Consultation and Design Development 
 
Council undertook a two stage consultation process to inform the development of the 
Masterplan.  
 
Stage 1 community consultation was held on 20 February – 17 March 2019. The 
purpose of the first stage of consultation was to allow residents and users of the park 
an opportunity to provide their feedback on the existing design of the parks and what 
their thoughts were for the future of the site. This consultation was promoted via flyer, 
letterbox drop (750m radius of park), park signage, local newspaper advertisement 
(38,000 print readership), stakeholder eNewsletter (45 emails distributed), Have Your 
Say webpage (254 page views) and Council eNewsletters (combined distribution total 
5,522). The consultation included 2 onsite drop in sessions (approximately 42 
attendees providing 219 comments), online survey (102 responses completed) and 3 
written submissions. 
 

  
Images 9 & 10: Stage 1 community consultation drop in session. 
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The Stage 1 community consultation report is provided in ATTACHMENT 6 – 
CIRCULATED UNDER SEPARATE COVER and a summary of the feedback 
received and how it informed the development of the draft Masterplan is provided in 
ATTACHMENT 5 – CIRCULATED UNDER SEPARATE COVER.  
 
Stage 2 community consultation was held on 5 February – 1 March 2020. This stage 
of consultation allowed the community to review and provide feedback on the draft 
Masterplan. This consultation was promoted via flyer, letterbox drop (750m radius of 
park), park signage, local newspaper advertisements (54,000 print readership), 
stakeholder eNewsletter (93 emails distributed), Facebook (reach of 14,228), Have 
Your Say webpage (1,214 page views) and Council eNewsletters (combined 
distribution 5,682). The consultation included 2 onsite drop in sessions 
(approximately 50 attendees providing 192 comments), online interactive maps 
comments (111 respondents providing 165 comments) and 6 written submissions. 
 

 
Image 11: Draft Masterplan present to community during Stage 2 Community Consultation, provided in ATTACHMENT 4 
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Images 12 & 13: Stage 2 community consultation drop in session. 

 
The Stage 2 community consultation report is provided in ATTACHMENT 3 – 
CIRCULATED UNDER SEPARATE COVER. A summary of how the Masterplan was 
updated following the Stage 2 community consultation is provided in ATTACHMENT 
2 – CIRCULATED UNDER SEPARATE COVER.  
 
During Stage 2 community consultation a supportive written submission was received 
from: 
 

• Connect Macquarie Park & North Ryde (not-for-profit organisation 
representing local businesses Macquarie Park & North Ryde on matters 
relating to transport, travel and access).  
 

Masterplan - Final Design 
 
The Final Masterplan, provided in ATTACHMENT 1 – CIRCULATED UNDER 
SEPARATE COVER, and recommended in this report seeks to increase the City of 
Ryde’s open space provision, increase the capacity within Blenheim Park by 
providing the community with a diverse and inclusive range of active and passive 
recreation opportunities, enhance active transport connectivity with the surrounding 
area and provide environmental improvements. 
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Image 14: Final Masterplan – Design present to Council for adoption, provided in ATTACHMENT 1. 

 
In summary, key features of the Final Masterplan and recommended for adoption 
includes: 
 

• New Active Recreation area: 2 x multi-use courts, small skate park, table 
tennis and social spaces (inclusive design). 

• Major upgrade to Regional Playground: water play, sand play, age appropriate 
play areas, nature play, slides, flying fox and other play equipment (inclusive 
design).  

• New Fenced Dog Off Leash area: agility equipment, shade shelter, seating, 
hardstand and paths, dog bowl, waste facilities, multiple double gated entry 
points and landscaping works.  

• New Radio Control Car Track: track, drivers stand, spectator area, pit area 
(with services), storage area and equipment drop off bay (inclusive design). 

• Pages Green and Hilltop Green: green open spaces for unstructured activities, 
picnics or kick about space. 

• Picnic areas: picnic shelters and BBQs. 
• New fitness equipment stations. 
• Upgraded Amenity Building: improvements to toilets (inclusive design). 
• Parking improvements: onsite parking (inclusive design) and Blenheim Road. 
• New park access, pathway and lighting improvements. 
• Environmental improvements: biodiversity corridor and bioswale.  
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Blenheim Road 
 
Currently, the northern end of Blenheim Road is a no-through road and does not 
connect to Epping Road. Access to 86 Blenheim Road will soon be redundant 
following the demolition this property and integration to park. There are a number of 
unrestricted on-street parking spaces adjacent to Blenheim Park which are heavily 
used by commuters and workers in the nearby business park. 
 
The Masterplan seeks to increase the availability of public open space for community 
use and maximise the areas where additional recreation or sporting opportunities can 
be realised.  
 
A recommendation of this report is for the closure of the northern section of Blenheim 
Road road reserve (immediately adjacent to Blenheim Park and as indicated in 
ATTACHMENT 7 – CIRCULATED UNDER SEPARATE COVER).  
 

 
Image 15: Northern section of Blenheim Road recommended for closure, provided in ATTACHMENT 7. 

 
  



 
 
 
 Works and Community Committee  Page 59 
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Agenda of the Works and Community Committee Report No. 6/20, dated Tuesday 11 
August 2020. 
 
 

 
Accordingly, a Council resolution is required for the closure the section of Blenheim 
Road (adjacent to Blenheim Park) on the following basis: 
 

1. The successful completion of the relevant Statutory Road Closing process in 
line with the NSW Department of Primary Industries - Lands guidelines 
(Including amongst other things): 

 
I. Public notification/advertising (for a period 28 days) the proposal to 

closure of that section of Blenheim Road (adjacent to Blenheim Park), 
North Ryde. 

II. Satisfactory resolution of any submissions received objecting to the 
proposed Road Closure. 

III. Submission of Road Closure application to the NSW Department of 
Primary Industries-Lands for consideration and approval. 

 
This newly created lot is to be integrated into Blenheim Park once the necessary 
planning and road closure processes have been successfully completed. 
 
The Masterplan design and revised parking configuration for Blenheim Road was 
viewed favorably by the community during the Stage 2 community consultation. The 
Masterplan recommends: 
 

• Formal closure of the northern section of Blenheim Road. 
• Removal of the existing turning circle and installation of a new radio control car 

track on this site. 
• Installation of a new roundabout positioned immediately adjacent to the entry 

to the onsite car park. 
• Improved parking via conversion of the parallel parking to perpendicular. 

Perpendicular parking is only permitted within car park and not roads.  
 
Council engaged with NSW Transport State Transit Authority in the preparation of the 
Masterplan. It was established that the bus area is for bus lay overs and is timed 
restricted (6am – 9am Mon – Fri). It is not an active bus stop for pick up/set down of 
passengers. It is used a bus layover for very short periods by a very small number of 
morning bus routes between their departure from the Ryde Bus Depot and prior to 
the commencement of their school bus routes nearby. An alternate location can be 
provided for a bus layover area at North Ryde Park on Pittwater Road and will work 
with NSW Transport State Transit Authority to facilitate this relocation following the 
adoption of the Masterplan. The relocation is supported by Council’s Traffic team as 
a viable location.  
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Agenda of the Works and Community Committee Report No. 6/20, dated Tuesday 11 
August 2020. 
 
 

 
Blenheim Park Land Classification and Categorisation 
 
Following the integration of the acquired properties (86 Blenheim Road, 12A Epping 
Road and 14 Epping Road), recommendation of this report includes the closure of 
the northern section of Blenheim Road and for this land to be classified as 
Community Land and categorised as Park.  
 

   
Image 16 & 17: Blenheim Park – Existing Land Categorisation and Recommended Land Categorisation. 

 
Environmental Considerations 
 
The Masterplan supports the intent of the Ryde Biodiversity Plan (adopted 2016). 
The proposed design includes strengthened biodiversity corridors on the along the 
park perimeter, features native vegetation and canopy trees. This will provide native 
habitat, further strengthen corridor connection linking Bundara Reserve, Blenheim 
Park, Myall Reserve and the Lane Cove National Park as provide shade for park 
users and nature play opportunities.  
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Agenda of the Works and Community Committee Report No. 6/20, dated Tuesday 11 
August 2020. 
 
 

 
In terms of water management, the Masterplan includes a vegetated swale at the 
base of the southern embankment aims to better manage the overland stormwater 
flow following heavy rain events and improve the water quality into Pages Creek and 
Lane Cove River. It is noted that the Masterplan design permits potential scope for 
other more substantial stormwater management strategies to be incorporated into the 
site should this be deemed as a priority project by Council in the future. 
 
The Masterplan does not propose any significant change to the natural area 
contained within Myall Reserve. 
 
Financial Considerations 
 
An opinion of probable costs has been prepared giving consideration to the staging of 
works included in the Masterplan Report. The staged delivery of the Masterplan aims 
to minimise the loss of recreation opportunities and minimise the impact on the 
community during Masterplan delivery. 
 
Funding for Stages 1, 2, 3 (in majority part) and 4 of Masterplan implementation 
(short term priorities) has been identified funding in Council’s Four Year Delivery Plan 
and Section 7.11 Plan. Additional funding may also be sought from grant funding 
opportunities.  
 
The unfunded components of Masterplan implementation will be incorporated into the 
future iteration of the Section 7.11 Plan, grant funding opportunities, considered 
during Council’s business planning cycle and adjustments will be made as 
appropriate through Council’s annual business planning cycle. 
 
External grant funding opportunities will be investigated and may include NSW 
Government Community Building Partnership program, NSW Office of Sport, 
Metropolitan Greenspace grants, Australian Government Stronger Community 
grants, environment/water grants and potential grants/contributions from sporting 
user groups or special interest groups. 
 
Conclusion 
 
For the reasons outlined in this report, it is recommended to Council to adopt the 
Blenheim Park Masterplan, provided in ATTACHMENT 1 – CIRCULATED UNDER 
SEPARATE COVER. The Masterplan and the recommended closure of the northern 
section of Blenheim Road will increase the availability of public open space. The 
implementation of this Masterplan will commence in 2020/21 with the demolition of 
the 3 x of acquired properties and the integration of these land parcels into park for 
community use. It is anticipated that the following stages of the Masterplan will be 
progressively implemented during the coming 10 - 20 years, subject to funding 
availability. 
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