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Agenda of the Works and Community Committee Report No. 4/21, dated Tuesday 11 
May 2021. 
 
 

1 CONFIRMATION OF MINUTES - Works and Community Committee 
Meeting held on 13 April 2021  

Report prepared by: Civic Services Manager 
       File No.: CLM/21/1/2/2 - BP21/309  
 

 
REPORT SUMMARY 
 
In accordance with Council’s Code of Meeting Practice, a motion or discussion with 
respect to such minutes shall not be in order except with regard to their accuracy 
as a true record of the proceedings. 
 

 
RECOMMENDATION: 
 
That the Minutes of the Works and Community Committee Meeting 3/21, held on 
13 April 2021, be confirmed. 
 

 
ATTACHMENTS 
1  MINUTES - Works and Community Committee Meeting - 13 April 2021  
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ITEM 1 (continued) ATTACHMENT 1 

Agenda of the Works and Community Committee Report No. 4/21, dated Tuesday 11 
May 2021. 
 
 

   
Works and Community Committee Meeting 

MINUTES OF MEETING NO. 3/21 
 
 

Meeting Date: Tuesday 13 April 2021 
Location: Council Chambers, Level 1A, 1 Pope Street, Ryde and Online 
Time:  6.02pm 
 
Councillors Present in Chambers:  Councillors Purcell (Chairperson), Gordon, 
Pedersen. 
 
Councillors Present online via audio visual:  Councillor Brown. 
 
Apologies:  Councillors Clifton and Kim. 
 
Absent:  Councillors Maggio and Yedelian OAM. 
 
Staff Present:  General Manager, Director – Customer and Community Services, 
Director – Corporate Services, Director – City Planning and Environment, Director – 
City Works, Manager – Communications and Engagement, Manager – People and 
Culture, Manager – Corporate Governance, Manager – Community and Ranger 
Services, Manager – Environment, Manager – Parks, Acting Manager – Transport, 
Team Leader Community Grants and Direct Services, Senior Sustainability Coordinator 
– Transport and Environment, System Support Officer, Civic Services Manager and 
Civic Support Officer. 
 
DISCLOSURES OF INTEREST 
 
Councillor Pedersen disclosed a Less than Significant Non-Pecuniary Interest in Item 
3 – Community Grants Program – Allocation of Funding 2021, Round 1 for the reason 
that she sits on a work group of a Governance Study being run by Side by Side 
Advocacy. 
 
1 CONFIRMATION OF MINUTES - Works and Community Committee 

Meeting held on 9 March 2021 
RESOLUTION:  (Moved by Councillors Gordon and Pedersen) 
 
That the Minutes of the Works and Community Committee Meeting 2/21, held on 9 
March 2021, be confirmed. 
 
Record of Voting: 
 
For the Motion:  Unanimous 
 
Note: This is now a resolution of Council in accordance with the Committee’s delegated powers. 
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ITEM 1 (continued) ATTACHMENT 1 

Agenda of the Works and Community Committee Report No. 4/21, dated Tuesday 11 
May 2021. 
 
 

 
 
2 ITEMS PUT WITHOUT DEBATE 
RESOLUTION:  (Moved by Councillors Pedersen and Brown) 
 
That the Committee adopt Item 4 on the Committee Agenda as per the 
recommendation in the report. 
 
Record of Voting: 
 
For the Motion:  Unanimous 
 
 
 
4 RESPONDING TO RESOLUTION: BLENHEIM PARK MASTERPLAN 
RESOLUTION:  (Moved by Councillors Pedersen and Brown) 
 
(a) That Council note the Blenheim Park Masterplan (adopted August 2020) 

implementation will proceed as indicated in the staging plan within the 
adopted Masterplan Report. 

 
(b) That funding for these works be identified within future iterations of the draft 

Four Year Delivery Plan as and when funding becomes available.   
 
Record of Voting: 
 
For the Motion:  Unanimous 
 
Note: This is now a resolution of Council in accordance with the Committee’s delegated powers. 
 

 

 
 
 
3 COMMUNITY GRANTS PROGRAM - ALLOCATION OF FUNDING 2021, 

ROUND 1 
Note:  Councillor Pedersen disclosed a Less than Significant Non-Pecuniary Interest 

in this Item for the reason that she sits on a work group of a Governance Study 
being run by Side by Side Advocacy. 

 
RECOMMENDATION:  (Moved by Councillors Pedersen and Gordon) 
 
(a) That Council endorse funding to the following organisations in Round 1 of the 

2021 Community Grants Program totaling $148,067.  
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ITEM 1 (continued) ATTACHMENT 1 

Agenda of the Works and Community Committee Report No. 4/21, dated Tuesday 11 
May 2021. 
 
 

 
Community Wellbeing 

 
Ref 
No. 

Organisation Amount 
Requested 

Amount 
Recommended 

Project Name/ 
Description 

Other 
Comments 

CW02 Integricare 
supported 
Playgroups 
Northern 
Sydney 
 

$2,000 $2,000 The Magic of 
Storytelling Playgroup 

 

CW03 Probus Club of 
Putney-
Tennyson Inc. 

$2,000 $2,000 Probus Activities 
2021/22 
 
Social outings for 
retirees post-COVID. 
 

 

CW04 AASHA 
Australia 
Foundation 

$7,500 $2,500 Stay Well- Live Well  
 
Activities for socially 
isolated seniors. 

Assessed as a 
small category 
project as it meets 
the criteria, as 
outlined in the 
Community Grants 
Guidelines.  
 

CW05 Australian 
Korean Art 
Therapy 
Association 
Inc. 

$7,000 $7,000 Building Resilience for 
COVID-19 
 
Art workshops and 
exhibition. 
 

 

CW07 Australian Han 
In Saeng 
Myung Line 
Incorporated 

$7,500 $2,500 Promote International 
Couple’s Happiness  
 
Professional 
development for 
volunteers and 
couple’s workshop. 

Assessed as a 
small category 
project as it meets 
the criteria, as 
outlined in the 
Community Grants 
Guidelines.  
 

CW14 Link Housing 
Ltd 

$4,349 $4,349 Ryde Community 
Greening Project 
 
Community garden 
project in social 
housing complexes. 
 

 

CW15 Phoenix House 
Youth Service 

$7,500 $7,500 LEARN2LEARN:  
 
Establishing hubs in 
North Ryde for 
alternative education, 
training, enterprise 
skills for vulnerable 
young people. 
 

 

CW21 Side-By-Side 
Advocacy 

$7,500 $7,500 Access All Areas  
 
Accessible 
information for people 
with an intellectual 
disability. 
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ITEM 1 (continued) ATTACHMENT 1 

Agenda of the Works and Community Committee Report No. 4/21, dated Tuesday 11 
May 2021. 
 
 

CW23 Stryder Inc. $4,000 $2,210 Safe Front-Line 
Worker Training 
(volunteers and other 
team members). 

Assessed as a 
small category 
project as it meets 
the criteria, as 
outlined in the 
Community Grants 
Guidelines. 
Funding for 
volunteer driver 
training only. 

SM02 Italo-Australian 
Seniors 
(auspice 
Stryder Inc.) 

$2,500 $2,500 Italo-Australian Senior 
Citizens Group 
 
Social support 
activities for seniors  

Moved from Small 
Grants, as the 
project meets the 
Community 
Wellbeing, small 
category project 
criteria.  
 

SM04 Italian Leisure 
Group (auspice 
Sydney 
Community 
Services) 

$2,200 $2,200 Italian Seniors 
Support Social Project 
 
Social, educational 
and recreational 
activities for seniors. 

Moved from Small 
Grants, as the 
project meets the 
Community 
Wellbeing small 
category project 
criteria. 

SM05 Rotary Club of 
North Ryde 

$2,500 $2,500 Seniors Christmas 
Lunch 
 
Christmas lunch for 
frail and disabled 
seniors.  

 

Total  $56,549 $44,759   
 

Events 
 

Ref 
No. 

Organisatio
n 

Amount 
Requested 

Amount 
Recommended 

Project Name/ 
Description 

Other 
Comments 

EV02 Sydneysiders 
Express 
Harmony 
Chorus 

$3,160 $2,500 2022 Open Night and 
Membership Drive 
 
Free barbershop 
chorus concert and 
learn to sing in 
harmony workshops.  

Meets criteria for 
minor event 
category. Indoor 
event with smaller 
number of people 
and targeted to a 
niche 
demographic. 
 

EV03 Christmas 
Carols in West 
Ryde  
(auspice West 
Ryde 
Chamber of 
Commerce) 

$10,000 $7,500 Christmas Carols 
ANZAC Park 

Meets criteria for 
medium event 
category- No 
matched 
contribution.  

EV04 Christian 
Community 
Aid 

$7,500 $2,500 Jamming @ 
Eastwood Plaza 
 
A street performance 
with students from 
local schools. 
 

Meets criteria for 
minor event 
category. Targeted 
to a niche 
demographic 
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ITEM 1 (continued) ATTACHMENT 1 

Agenda of the Works and Community Committee Report No. 4/21, dated Tuesday 11 
May 2021. 
 
 

EV06 Rotary Club of 
Macquarie 
Park 

$15,000 $15,000 Rotary Carols on the 
Common 

 

EV07 Riverside 
Business 
Chamber 

$15,000 $15,000 Putney Village Street 
Festival 
 
Street festival 
showcasing 
businesses in Putney. 

 

EV08 Rotary Club of 
Ryde 

$7,500 $7,500 Ryde Rotary Midway 
Fair 
Local community 
market. 

 

EV09 North Ryde 
Christian 
Church 
(auspice 
Combined 
Assemblies 
Properties Inc) 

$5,000 $2,500 2021 Family Fun Day 
 
Activity day for 
families in North 
Ryde. 

Meets criteria for 
minor event 
category. Targeted 
to a niche 
demographic 

SP09 Melrose Park 
Football Club 

$5,000 $5,000 Street Football World 
Cup and Intercultural 
Community Festival 

Moved from Sport 
and Recreation 
category. 

Total  $68,160 $57,500   
 

Arts and Creativity 
 

Ref 
No. 

Organisation Amount 
Requested 

Amount 
Recommended 

Project Name/ 
Description 

Other 
Comments 

Art02 Message 
Community 
Church Inc. 
(Australian 
Korean 
Theatre 
Company) 

$5,000 $2,500 Musical Production 
“You Are Special” in 
Korean language 

Recommended for 
partial funding. 
Production costs 
for venues outside 
the Ryde not 
eligible.  

Art03 Marty Bright $5,000 $2,500 Ryde Comedy Club 
 
Comedy workshops 
and stand-up 
performance. 

Recommended for 
partial funding. 
Artist fees for 
headline/ sole 
trader assessed 
as high. 

Art04 Armenian Film 
Festival 
Australia Inc. 

$4,000 $4,000 2021 Armenian Film 
Festival 
 
Screening Armenian 
feature films, 
documentaries, 
animations, and short 
films. 

 

Total  $14,000 $9,000   
 

Community Facilities and Equipment 
 

Ref 
No. 

Organisation Amount 
Requested 

Amount 
Recommended 

Project Name/ 
Description 

Other 
Comments 

FE02 Cerebral Palsy 
Alliance 

$5,000 $5,000 Communication 
device for children 
and adults with a 
disability. 
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ITEM 1 (continued) ATTACHMENT 1 

Agenda of the Works and Community Committee Report No. 4/21, dated Tuesday 11 
May 2021. 
 
 

FE08 Ryde District 
Historical 
Society 

$4,332 $4,332 Displaying our Past- 
District of Ryde 
 
Showcase the cast 
collection of photos, 
documents and maps 
at Willandra House 
for local community 
members. 
 

 

FE09 Girl Guides 
Association 
(NSW) 

$2,976 $2976 Eastwood Girl Guides 
Community service 
and safety equipment 
upgrade. 

 

CW18 Macquarie 
Community 
College 

$7,500 $5,000 Connecting the 
Armenian Community 
 
Refurbished devices 
for a project to build 
digital skills and 
connections in the 
Armenian community 

Moved from 
Community 
Wellbeing 
Category, as 
funding is primarily 
for equipment.  
(Maximum funding 
of $5,000 in this 
category). 

Total  $19,808 $17,308   
 

Sport and Recreation 
 

Ref 
No. 

Organisation Amount 
Requested 

Amount 
Recommended 

Project Name/ 
Description 

Other 
Comments 

SP01 Eastwood 
Ryde Netball 
Association 

$3,500 $3,500 “Netta” Netball 
Program  
 
For children 7-10 
years of age that 
have progressed from 
beginners’ skills to 
learn to play the 
game. 
 

 

SP02 Ample Abilities 
Inc. 

$5,000 $5,000 Ryde Here 
Badminton 
 
Badminton program 
for people with 
disabilities. 
 

 

SP06 Ryde 
Eastwood 
Touch 
Association 

$5,000 $5,000 One for the Kids:  
 
Program introducing 
touch football to 
children aged 4-10 
years of age. 
 

 

SP07 North Ryde 
Dockers 
Football Club 

$2,000 $1,000 Come Try Event 
 
Mid-season 
awareness and 
membership drive. 

Recommended for 
partial funding, as 
funds for 
equipment is 
standard for the 
Club. Not eligible 
. 
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ITEM 1 (continued) ATTACHMENT 1 

Agenda of the Works and Community Committee Report No. 4/21, dated Tuesday 11 
May 2021. 
 
 

SP08 Gladesville 
Gymnastics 
Club 

$5,000 $5,000 Gymnastics for All 
 
Widening access to 
gymnastics programs 
for children with a 
disability. 

 

Total  $20,500 $19,500   
 
 
(b) That funding of $147,500 is available from the Round 1 Community Grants 

Program budget to fund the recommended applications outlined in 
recommendation (a) and the additional $567 is funded from the Community 
Grants Program reserve.  

 
(c)    That Council does not endorse the following application for funding, as 

assessed, as not recommended.  
 

Ref 
No. 

Organisation Amount 
Requested 

Amount 
Recommended 

Project Name/ 
Description 

Other 
Comments 

Art01 May Mak $5,000 $0 May’s Day 
 
Literature writing 
project in Chinese 
language.  

Individual project 
to, primarily, 
support one artist. 
Did not 
demonstrate 
benefit to broader 
community. 
 

 
(d)    That the successful and unsuccessful applicants be advised in writing of the 

outcome of their applications. 
 
Record of Voting: 
 
For the Motion:  Unanimous 
 
Note: This matter will be dealt with at the Council Meeting to be held on 27 APRIL 2021 as it is 

outside the Committee’s delegations. 
 

 
 
4 RESPONDING TO RESOLUTION: BLENHEIM PARK MASTERPLAN 
Note:  This Item was dealt with earlier in the meeting as detailed in these Minutes. 
 

 
 
5 ELECTRIC VEHICLE CHARGING AND HYDROGEN REFUELLING IN RYDE 
RECOMMENDATION:  (Moved by Councillors Pedersen and Purcell) 
 
(a) That Council notes the growing uptake of electric vehicles across Australia and 

that transport represents a large percentage of community emissions. 
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ITEM 1 (continued) ATTACHMENT 1 

Agenda of the Works and Community Committee Report No. 4/21, dated Tuesday 11 
May 2021. 
 
 

 
(b) That Council notes results of it’s December 2019 survey that one of the main 

detractors for people switching to electric vehicles is the lack of public charging 
infrastructure. 

 
(c) That Council supports the installation of electric vehicle charging infrastructure 

as a measure to help reduce community emissions and encourage people to 
make the switch to electric vehicles. 

 
(d) That Council continues investigation into funding programs, incentives and 

possible future charging partnership programs applicable to lower and zero 
emission vehicles technology (including hydrogen) to support increasing 
services across the city at low or no cost to Council. 

 
(e) That Council reviews existing and future urban renewal projects and council 

plans for the public domain or council-owned land, to include EV charging 
infrastructure for community use. 

 
(f) That Council monitors the emerging hydrogen fuel market for opportunities 

suitable for Ryde at a local government and community scale, following broader 
legislative adoption and support to assist this uptake. 

 
(g) That Council undertakes a review of current planning controls and travel plan 

guidelines to support the mandatory installation of charging infrastructure as 
part of new developments, in particular multi-dwelling developments, and 
retrofit projects. 

 
(h) Provides an updated report outlining funding options, or 3rd party partnerships 

to install suitable electric vehicle charging infrastructure in at least the 18 
council owned car parks identified in attachment 1, with the report to include 
further analysis on other sites including but not limited to council owned parks, 
sports-grounds and streets. 

 
(i) That all reports called for in this recommendation be presented to Council at the 

July 2021 meeting. 
 
(j) That the initial review be funded from the Environmental Department Base 

Budget. 
 
Record of Voting: 
 
For the Motion:  Unanimous 
 
Note: This matter will be dealt with at the Council Meeting to be held on 27 APRIL 2021 as 

substantive changes were made to the published recommendation and it is outside the 
Committee’s delegations. 
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ITEM 1 (continued) ATTACHMENT 1 

Agenda of the Works and Community Committee Report No. 4/21, dated Tuesday 11 
May 2021. 
 
 

 
6 ADOPTION OF YOUTH INFRASTRUCTURE PLAN 
RESOLUTION:  (Moved by Councillors Pedersen and Gordon) 
 
(a) That Council adopt the Youth Infrastructure Plan, dated April 2021, prepared by 

Playce Pty Ltd.  
 
(b)    That staff write to thank all residents who participated in the Youth Infrastructure 

Plan and inform them of Council’s resolution. 
 
Record of Voting: 
 
For the Motion:  Unanimous 
 
Note:  This is now a resolution of Council in accordance with the Committee’s delegated powers. 
 

 
 
7 TRAFFIC AND PARKING MATTERS APPROVED BY THE RYDE TRAFFIC 

COMMITTEE MEETING - MARCH 2021 
RESOLUTION:  (Moved by Councillors Gordon and Pedersen) 
 
That Council endorses the following Ryde Traffic Committee recommendations: 
 
(A) GIFFNOCK AVENUE, MACQUARIE PARK– ELECTRIC VEHICLES 
    
The following changes be made in Giffnock Avenue, Macquarie Park and Council’s 

carpark on Church Street, Ryde: 
a) An Electric Vehicle charging station for one vehicle be provided on Giffnock 

Avenue, Macquarie Park with existing on-street parking signage to be 
modified to reflect the new facility. 
 

b) An Electric Vehicle charging station for one vehicle be provided in Council’s 
carpark on Church Street, Ryde with adjacent signage to be modified to 
reflect the new facility.    

 
 

(B) GALLARD STREET, DENISTONE EAST– RAISED TRAFFIC DEVICES  
 
The following changes be made in Gallard Street, Denistone East: 
 

a) That a Watts profile hump and associated signage be installed on Gallard 
Street at its intersection with Jackson Crescent. 
 

b) That a Watts profile hump and associated signage be installed on Mason 
Street at its intersection with Richmond Street. 
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ITEM 1 (continued) ATTACHMENT 1 

Agenda of the Works and Community Committee Report No. 4/21, dated Tuesday 11 
May 2021. 
 
 

 
 

 (C) BANK STREET, MEADOWBANK– PROPOSED MOTORCYCLES ONLY 
ZONE 

 
The following changes be made in Bank Street, Meadowbank: 
 

a) A 4.4m Motorcycles Only parking zone be created between the two 
driveways of 6 and 6A Bank Street, Meadowbank.  

 
 

 (D) ROAD SAFETY UPDATE  
 

a) The Road Safety Report be received and noted.  
 

 
 (E) CONSTITUTION ROAD/BOWDEN STREET, RYDE– PROPOSED 

PEDESTRIAN CROSSING 
 
The following changes be made in Constitution Road and Bowden Street, Ryde: 
 

a) That an at grade pedestrian crossing and associated signage be installed on 
Constitution Road, west of the roundabout intersection with Bowden Street. 
 

b) That an at grade pedestrian crossing and associated signage be installed on 
Bowden Street, north of the roundabout intersection with Constitution Road. 

 
c) That both at grade pedestrian crossings be removed once the intersection of 

Bowden Street with Constitution Road is signalised. 
 
 

 (G) PRINCES STREET, GLADESVILLE – RESIDENT PARKING SCHEME 
 
The following parking changes be made in Princes Street, Gladesville: 
 

a) The western side of Princes Street, between Victoria Road and Cowell Street 
that is currently unrestricted (174m) be signposted as 2P 8am – 6pm Mon-Fri 
Authorised Permit Holders Excepted, with a new residential parking zone 
number to be determined 
 

b) All residents with a street frontage to this section of Princes Street be notified 
of the decision and be invited to apply for permits. 
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ITEM 1 (continued) ATTACHMENT 1 

Agenda of the Works and Community Committee Report No. 4/21, dated Tuesday 11 
May 2021. 
 
 

 
(H) RYDE ROAD, GLADESVILLE – PARKING RESTRICTIONS 
 
The following parking changes be made in Ryde Road, Gladesville: 
 

a) The 13m section of Mobility/Disabled parking on the eastern side of Halcyon 
Street be removed and replaced by No Stopping. 

 
b) The 12m section of Bus Zone on the western side of Halcyon Street be 

removed and replaced with No Stopping. 
 

c) The 10m statutory No Stopping Restriction on the northern side of Ryde Road 
west of Halcyon Street be Extended to 15m. 
 

d) A 19m section of 4P parking be installed on the northern side of Ryde Road 
commencing 15m west of the intersection of Halcyon Street. 
 

e) A 15.6m section of Mobility/Disabled parking be installed on the northern side 
of Ryde Road commencing 30m west of the intersection of Halcyon Street, 
and, that future works to provide kerb ramps to make these spaces fully 
compliant be programmed. 

 
(I) 239A VIMIERA ROAD, MARSFIELD - INSTALLATION OF BUS ZONE 
The following parking changes be made in Vimiera Road, Marsfield: 
 

a) A 30m Bus Zone be installed at Bus Stop No.212223 adjacent to 239A 
Vimiera Road, Marsfield.  

 
Record of Voting: 
 
For the Motion:  Unanimous 
 
Note: This is now a resolution of Council in accordance with the Committee’s delegated powers. 
 

 
 

The meeting closed at 6.29pm. 
 
 

CONFIRMED THIS 11TH DAY OF MAY 2021. 
 
 

Chairperson 
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Agenda of the Works and Community Committee Report No. 4/21, dated Tuesday 11 
May 2021. 
 
 

2 ITEMS PUT WITHOUT DEBATE  

Report prepared by: Civic Services Manager 
       File No.: CLM/21/1/2/2 - BP21/310  
 

 
REPORT SUMMARY 
 
In accordance with Council’s Code of Meeting Practice, the Committee can 
determine those matters on the Agenda that can be adopted without the need for 
any discussion. 
 

 
RECOMMENDATION: 
 
That the Committee determine the Items on the Agenda that will be adopted 
without any debate. 
 
OR 
 
That the Committee determine all Items on the Agenda. 
 

 
 
 



 
 
 

 Works and Community Committee  Page 14 
 

Agenda of the Works and Community Committee Report No. 4/21, dated Tuesday 11 
May 2021. 
 
 

3 ADOPTION OF THE GENERIC PLAN OF MANAGEMENT - NATURAL 
AREAS  

Report prepared by: Open Space Planner 
       File No.: GRP/21/7 - BP21/303  
 

 
REPORT SUMMARY 
 
The purpose of this report is to seek adoption of the Generic Plan of Management 
– Natural Areas (GPoM – Natural Areas).  
 
GPoM – Natural Areas applies to Community Land owned by Council and Crown 
land, where Council has been granted Crown Land Manager status, for land that 
has been categorised as ‘Natural Area’ in accordance with the Local Government 
Act (1993). 
 
The GPoM – Natural Areas outlines the management framework, key issues, 
management processes, objectives and provides a strategic planning and 
sustainable management framework for parks with Community Land categorised 
as ‘Natural Area’. It reaffirms the role of these parks’ in providing a range of Natural 
Areas for the residents of Ryde and aids the conservation of the natural, cultural 
and indigenous resources. 
 
Under the Local Government Act (1993), Councils are required to prepare Plans of 
Management for all Community Land within their local government area. It is also a 
requirement of the Act that the Plans are publicly exhibited so that the community 
have an opportunity to formally comment on the documents. 
 
At the Works and Community Committee Meeting held on 22 September 2020, 
Council resolved to seek permission from the Minister for Lands and Forestry to 
place the draft GPoM – Natural Areas on public exhibition. This is a requirement of 
the Crown Lands Management Act 2016 It also resolved to bring a report back to 
Council with the results of that exhibition period.  
 
On 6 October 2020 Council sent a letter to the Minister, Lands and Forestry 
seeking approval to publicly exhibit the draft GPoM – Natural Areas. On 18 
December 2020 Council received correspondence from the Department of 
Planning, Industry and Environment – Crown Lands (the Department) confirming 
that the draft Plan satisfied the requirements under Section 3.23 of the Crown Land 
Management Act (2016).  
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ITEM 3 (continued) 

Agenda of the Works and Community Committee Report No. 4/21, dated Tuesday 11 
May 2021. 
 
 

 
In accordance with legislative requirements, the draft GPoM – Natural Areas was 
placed on public exhibition from 1 February 2021 to 21 March 2021. During the 
exhibition period, the local community and the users of the parks were invited to 
review the draft Plan and provide written submissions.  Internal consultation during 
the preparation of the document also occurred with Council’s Natural Areas Team.  
Additionally, a draft of the document was provided to the Bushland and 
Environment Advisory Committee members with a presentation made by staff at 
their March meeting seeking feedback. 
 
Council received 11 submissions during the exhibition period. A summary of the 
submissions received and Council’s response to the matters they raised has been 
provided as ATTACHMENT 4.  
 
As these submissions were either supportive or minor in nature, already addressed 
within the GPoM – Natural Areas, fell outside the remit of this Plan of Management 
and/or relate to other Council policies or programs, no major adjustment was 
required to the exhibited GPoM – Natural Areas. However, minor amendment to 
the exhibited draft GPoM – Natural Areas was made in response to community 
feedback as follows: 
 

• Amended to reflect Blue Gum High Forest in Darvall Park in Table 7. 

• Amended to include additional action to deal with the issue of nesting 

boxes and hollows. 

 
In accordance with the requirements of the Crown Land Management Act (2016), 
Native Title advice on the areas of Crown Land covered by this Plan has been 
obtained and is outlined in the GPoM – Natural Area document. 
 
The adoption of the GPoM – Natural Areas provided in ATTACHMENT 1 – 
CIRCULATED UNDER SEPARATE COVER and the updated appendices 
provided in ATTACHMENT 2 – CIRCULATED UNDER SEPARATE COVER 
and ATTACHMENT 3 – CIRCULATED UNDER SEPARATE COVER, as 
recommended in this report, will be the final addition to Council’s suite of 
updated Generic Plans of Management. The Generic Plan of Management – 
Parks and General Community Use and the Generic Plan of Management – 
Sportsgrounds were both previously adopted by Council in November 2020. 
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RECOMMENDATION: 
 
(a) That Council adopt the Generic Plan of Management – Natural Areas (April 

2021) in accordance with Section 40 of the Local Government Act 1993. 
 
(b) That Council adopt the updated Generic Plans of Management Appendix A – 

Land Information – Community and Crown Lands (April 2021) and Appendix B 
– Maps Series (April 2021) to include parks covered by the Generic Plan of 
Management – Natural Areas. 

 
(c)     That staff write to thank all residents who participated in the preparation of 

the Generic Plan of Management – Natural Areas and inform them of 
Council’s resolution. 

  
 
ATTACHMENTS 
1  Draft Generic Plan of Management Natural Areas for Council adoption (April 

2021) - CIRCULATED UNDER SEPARATE COVER 
 

2  Generic Plans of Management - Appendix A - Land Information - Community 
and Crown Lands (April 2021) - CIRCULATED UNDER SEPARATE COVER 

 

3  Generic Plans of Management - Appendix B Map series of all land parcels 
presented by sub category (April 2021) - CIRCULATED UNDER SEPARATE 
COVER 

 

4  Draft Generic Plan of Managment - Natural Areas - Public Exhibition 
submissions summary (April 2021) 

 

 
Report Prepared By: 
 
Meredith Gray 
Open Space Planner  
 
Report Approved By: 
 
Michael Longworth 
Senior Coordinator - Park Planning 
 
Simon James 
Manager - Parks 
 
Wayne Rylands 
Director - City Works  
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Background  
 
The draft Generic Plan of Management – Natural Areas (GPoM – Natural Areas), 
provided in ATTACHMENT 1 – CIRCULATED UNDER SEPARATE COVER, covers 
multiple parks and reserves in the City of Ryde ranging from large district parks to 
small areas of community parkland. These parks are a combination of Crown Land 
and Community Land categorised as ‘Natural Area’. 
 
A Plan of Management is required to be prepared for public land which is owned by a 
Council and classified as Community Land under the Local Government Act (1993). 
Plans of Management are also required for Crown land under the Crown Land 
Management Act (2016), with Section 3.23(6) of the Act stating that Plans of 
Management for Crown land are to be prepared and adopted in accordance with the 
provisions of the Local Government Act (1993).  

 
Under the Local Government Act (1993), Community Land is to be categorised as 
one or more of the following: 
 

• Natural area, 

• Sportsground, 

• Park, 

• Area of cultural significance, 

• General community use. 
 

Land that is categorised as a Natural Area is to be further categorised as one or more 
of the following: 
 

• Bushland, 

• Wetland, 

• Escarpment, 

• Watercourse, 

• Foreshore, 

• A category prescribed by the regulations. 
 

The draft GPoM – Natural Area recommended for adoption within this report, sets out 
the management framework for the prescribed categorisation of ‘Natural Area’.  
 
Council has already adopted the Generic Plan of Management – Parks and General 
Community Use and Generic Plan of Management – Sportsgrounds in November 
2020.  
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In a number of instances there are multiple categorisations within the same park and 
as such the applicable Generic Plan of Management would apply to the management 
of each categorised area.  
 
Preparation of the draft Generic Plan of Management – Natural Areas 
 
The draft GPoM – Natural Areas has been prepared under the requirements of the 
Crown Land Management Act (2016) and the Local Government Act (1993) and 
accordingly, this draft GPoM – Natural Areas satisfies the requirements for the 
content and process in preparing Plans of Management under the applicable Acts. 
 
The draft GPoM – Natural Areas has been prepared to guide the future management, 
conservation and improvement of these parks in response to the biodiversity needs 
and values of the local community and the users of these parks. 
 
Council conducted an initial community consultation on 13 August to 29 September 
2019. This consultation included online survey and community drop in sessions. The 
community feedback received was used to inform the preparation of the draft GPoM 
– Natural Areas. Council engaged an external consultant, Gondwana Consulting, to 
prepare the draft GPoM – Natural Areas. 
 
Public Exhibition of the draft Generic Plan of Management – Natural Areas 
 
At the Council Meeting held on 22 September 2020, Council resolved as follows: 
 

(a) That the draft Generic Plan of Management for Natural Areas be 
forwarded to the Minister responsible for Crown Lands seeking their 
approval to place the document on public exhibition  

 

(b) That once approval is obtained, the draft Generic Plan of Management for 
Natural Areas be placed on public exhibition for a period of 28 days.  

 

(c) That submissions be accepted by Council for up to a further 14 days after 
the completion of the exhibition period.  

 

(d) That a subsequent report be brought back to Council outlining the 
responses obtained during the public exhibition period. 

 

(e) That Council adopts the amended land categorisations for the Community 
Land detailed in the ‘Public Hearings and Submissions Report’ prepared 
by Parkland Planners. 

 

On 6 October 2020 Council forwarded a letter to the Minister, Lands and Forestry 
seeking approval to publicly exhibit the draft GPoM – Natural Areas. On 18 
December 2020 Council received correspondence from the Department of Planning, 
Industry and Environment – Crown Lands (the Department) confirming that the draft 
Plan satisfied the requirements under Section 3.23 of the Crown Land Management 
Act (2016).  
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The draft GPoM – Natural Areas was prepared and exhibited in accordance with the 
requirements of the relevant legislation. The consultation process has been thorough 
and has informed both internal and external stakeholders as well as the local 
community. The public exhibition period for the draft GPoM – Natural Areas ran from 
1 February 2021 to 21 March 2021. 
 
The community was notified of the draft GPoM – Natural Areas public exhibition via 
signage in City of Ryde parks with Natural Area land categorisations, Have Your Say 
website, stakeholder emails, Council e-newsletters and newspaper advertisements 
was set up on Council’s website. Presentation was also made to Council’s Bushland 
and Environment Advisory Committee on 10 March 2021. 
 
The draft GPoM – Natural Areas was available for review online. Due to COVID 
restrictions, copies of the draft GPoM – Natural Areas were also available to the 
community upon request through Customer Service Centre and Council’s libraries.  
 
By the conclusion of the public exhibition period, Council received 11 submissions 
from the community. Each of the submissions have been reviewed and a detailed 
commentary and analysis of each has been provided in ATTACHMENT 4. In 
summary: 
 

• Most submissions received during the community consultation were either 

supportive in nature, of a minor nature and/or are already reflected the 

draft GPoM – Natural Areas. 

• Some submissions fell outside the remit of this Plan of Management 

and/or relate to other Council policies or programs. 

• Exhibited draft GPoM – Natural Areas was amended to reflect Blue Gum 

High Forest in Darvall Park in Table 7. 

• Exhibited draft GPoM – Natural Areas was amended to include additional 

action to deal with the issue of nesting boxes and hollows. 
 

Native Title Advice 
 
In accordance with the Crown Land Management Act (2016), Council (as the Land 
Manager) engaged the services of Lands Advisory Services Pty Ltd as a trained and 
qualified ‘native title manager’ to provide Native Title advice on Council’s Crown 
Land. 
 
Lands Advisory Services Pty Ltd provided advice in relation to the GPoM – Natural 
Areas and the required amendments to the Plan has been included. This advice and 
amendments satisfy the requirements of the Crown Land Management Act (2016). 
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Land Re-Categorisation of Natural Areas  
 
Council has undertaken a recent review of land categorisations (including Natural 
Areas) of community lands within many of the parks and reserves within the City of 
Ryde. Public hearings for a number of park land re-categorisations were conducted in 
accordance with legislative requirements and these have been previously adopted by 
Council in September 2020, November 2020 and February 2021. The current and 
adopted land categorisations are encompassed and reflected in the: 
 

• GPoM – Natural Areas provided in ATTACHMENT 1 – CIRCULATED 
UNDER SEPARATE COVER;  

• Updated Generic Plans of Management Appendix B – Land Information – 
Community and Crown Lands provided in ATTACHMENT 2 – CIRCULATED 
UNDER SEPARATE COVER; and  

• Updated Generic Plans of Management Appendix B – Land Information – 
Community and Crown Lands and Appendix C – Maps Series provided in 
ATTACHMENT 3 – CIRCULATED UNDER SEPARATE COVER. 

 
Extinguishment of previous Plans of Management 
 
Once adopted, the GPoM – Natural Areas will replace and/or extinguish the following 
Plans of Management: 
 

• Generic Plan of Management for Community Land (2001). 
• Brush Farm Park and Lambert Park Plan of Management (2009).  
• Shrimptons Creek Parkland Plan of Management (2012). 
• Yamble Reserve Plan of Management (2014).  

 
Financial Implications 
 
Funding to implement all prioritised actions within the GPoM – Natural Areas will be 
considered either during Council’s business planning cycle, incorporated into the 
future iteration of the Section 7.11 Plan, or identified for grant funding opportunities, 
and appropriate adjustments will be made to the Delivery Plan. 
 
Conclusion 
 
The GPoM – Natural Areas recommended for adoption within this report, has been 
prepared and exhibited in accordance with the legislative requirements of the Local 
Government Act (1993) and Crown Land Management Act (2016). 
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The adoption of the GPoM – Natural Areas will complete the City of Ryde’s suite of 
Generic Plans of Management. These will result in a more consistent, coordinated, 
strategically planned and sustainable management framework for the maintenance, 
future expansion and improvement of Natural Areas within the City of Ryde’s Open 
Space Network. 
 
The actions and performance measures set out in the GPoM – Natural Areas will 
facilitate the protection, enhancement and linking of these Natural Areas in the City of 
Ryde. This is consistent with the core objectives of lands categorised as ‘Natural 
Area’ and aids the conservation of the natural, cultural and indigenous resources. 
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4 OPEN SPACE FUTURE PROVISION STRATEGY - ADOPTION  

Report prepared by: Open Space Planner 
       File No.: PRK/20/203 - BP21/328  
 

 
REPORT SUMMARY 
 
Council considered the draft City of Ryde Open Space Future Provision Strategy 
(the Strategy) at its meeting of 24 November 2020 and resolved to place the draft 
on public exhibition.  This occurred between 27 November 2021 and 8 February 
2021.  

 
Within part d of the resolution, it stated: That a further report be provided to Council 
should any objections be received during the consultation period.  

 
Five (5) submissions, including some raising concerns regarding the some 
initiatives within the strategy were received during the public exhibition period. This 
report summarises those issues, provides some analysis and recommends a way 
forward. 
  
Generally, the submissions were supportive of the draft Strategy but raised 
concerns regarding a perception of insufficient attention to natural areas 
management and negative environmental impacts of sports lighting and sports 
synthetic surfaces. Most of the comments on natural areas management 
concerned matters not within the scope of the draft Strategy – as explained in the 
body of this report.  

 
The sports lighting and synthetic surface projects hold the promise of substantial 
sporting community, environmental and economic benefits to Council and these are 
further detailed in the body of this report.  They are required to cost effectively meet 
the forecast demand for organised sporting facilities to 2036 as detailed below: 

 
Sports facility Current 

Supply 
(No. 

facilities) 
 

Demand 

Current 2036 

Facilities 
required 

Gap or 
surplus 

Facilities 
required 

Gap or 
surplus 

Full size outdoor field and oval – 
summer 

38 19 + 19  26 + 12  

Full size outdoor field and oval – 
winter 

38 38 0  51 - 13  

Junior outdoor field and oval – 
summer 

19 5 + 14  7  + 12 

Junior outdoor field and oval – winter 19 9 + 10 13 +6 
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However, as noted in the submissions received during the public exhibition, there 
will be impacts associated with these facility improvements. For example, lighting 
projects causing light spill on surrounding residences and impact bird populations 
and the potential heat island and material breakdown impacts of synthetic surfaces.  
 
The sports lighting and synthetic sports surface projects identified in the draft 
Strategy comprise up to 39 projects, as summarised in the below table.  For 33 of 
these projects (i.e. all lighting projects and three synthetic surface projects) sites 
have been identified. 
 
Sites for the potential synthetic surface upgrades are to be determined according to 
future project feasibility assessments. 
 

Project Planned 
projects 

Potential future 
projects 

Details 

Lighting 
projects 

15 F/S fields 
and 15 
Jun/mod 
fields 

 • Sites known (all remaining unlit 
fields) 

• Timing to be determined) 

Synthetic 
surfaces 
projects 

3 x planned 
projects 

Up to 6 potential 
future projects 

• 3 sites for planned projects known 
(LH Waud; Smalls Rd Upper; 
Christie Park) but timing to be 
determined  

• 3 sites and timing of potential future 
projects to be determined through 
preparation of business case. 

  
The planned sports lighting and synthetic surface projects will – together with 3 site 
optimisation projects, reduce the forecast 2036 shortfall of full-size fields from 13 to 
7 fields.  This shortfall of 7 full-size fields is to be addressed through a best value 
combination of further site optimisations and delivery of up to 6 synthetic surface 
projects and/or land acquisitions. 
 
As seen through the most recent winter allocation of sports fields, a primary 
challenge is providing enough mid-week evenings capacity rather than weekends. 
The implementation of lighting of all full-size sports fields will significantly address 
this issue.  The installation of sportsfield lighting on existing sporting fields is by far 
the most cost-effective way to increase the carrying capacity of The City’s sporting 
fields.  The installation of synthetic surfaces provides additional carrying capacity 
however this comes at a significant cost.  
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With respect to the impact the implementation of these projects will have, it is noted 
that there are options for mitigating these (further identified in the body of this 
report).  Additionally, potential impacts will be thoroughly investigated as part of the 
Review of Environmental Factors or Development Application (Statement of 
Environmental Effects) prepared for each project. 

 
Further, it is noted that a recently proposed NSW State Government review of 
synthetic sports surfaces is likely explore the risks and opportunities associated 
with synthetic sports surfaces and for any future City of Ryde Project the findings 
will be considered in conjunction with the above-mentioned site-specific 
environmental assessment of the project. 
 
The City of Ryde Open Space Future Provision Strategy provided in 
ATTACHMENT 2 AND ATTACHMENT 3 – CIRCULATED UNDER SEPARATE 
COVER is therefore recommended for adoption. 
 

 
RECOMMENDATION: 
 
(a) That Council adopt the City of Ryde Open Space Future Provision Strategy 

without change to the draft presented to the community during the public 
exhibition period. 

 
(b) That future projects detailed within the Strategy, when implemented, be 

subject to the completion of a Review of Environmental Factors or 
Development Application (as per requirements of the Environmental Planning 
and Assessment Act 1979) to assess the environmental impacts of the 
proposed works. 

 
(c) That the City of Ryde Synthetic Surfaces Action Plan be updated following the 

outcomes of the NSW Governments review of synthetic sports surfaces. 
 
(d) That staff write to thank all residents who participated in the City of Ryde 

Open Space Future Provision Strategy and inform them of Council’s 
resolution. 

 
 
ATTACHMENTS 
1  Open Space Future Provision Strategy - Public Consultation Summary  
2  Open Space Future Provision Strategy - For Adoption  
3  Open Space Future Provision Strategy - Technical Report - CIRCULATED 

UNDER SEPARATE COVER 
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Report Prepared By: 
 
Rob Parsonson 
Open Space Planner  
 
Report Approved By: 
 
Michael Longworth 
Senior Coordinator - Park Planning 
 
Simon James 
Manager - Parks 
 
Wayne Rylands 
Director - City Works  
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Background 
 
The draft City of Ryde Open Space Future Provision Strategy (the Strategy) provides 
a framework and road map for enhancing both the capacity and accessibility of the 
City’s open space, sufficient to meet open space, recreation and sports facility needs 
to 2036. 
 
The Strategy reviews the supply of, and demand, for open space and recreation/ 
sports facilities across the City and identifies the key service gaps – in capacity and 
accessibility.  It then proposes a strategy for addressing the identified provision gaps, 
comprising of a vision and objectives and outlines a range of planned and potential 
future projects. The planned and potential projects are necessary for addressing the 
gaps in open space provision expected to emerge, with the City’s rapidly growing 
population, between now and out to 2036. 
 
It is noted that the Strategy addresses future sports space needs of City of Ryde 
residents only. It does not make any allowance for population growth in surrounding 
LGA’s and the associated potential for increased in-migration of sports people from 
those areas (which may exacerbate forecast demand shortfalls). 
 
Council considered the draft City of Ryde Open Space Future Provision Strategy at 
its meeting of 24 November 2020 and resolved: 
 

(a)    That Council endorse the ‘planned’ and ‘future potential’ projects identified 
with the draft ‘City of Ryde Open Space Future Provision Strategy’ to be 
implemented following prioritisation and identification of funding through 
the development of future City of Ryde Delivery Plans.  

(b)    That there will be no loss of bushland or natural area in the implementation 
of this strategy.  

(c)    That the draft "City of Ryde Open Space Future Provision Strategy” 
Technical and Summary Reports be placed on public exhibition inviting 
comment for a period of not less than twenty-eight (28) days.  

(d)    That a further report be provided to Council should any objections be 
received during the consultation period.  

(e)    That should no objections be received, the City of Ryde Open Space 
Future Provision Strategy be adopted and implemented in accordance with 
the priorities and recommendations. 
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Public Exhibition Consultation 
 
In accordance with part (c) of Council’s resolution, the draft Strategy was placed on 
public exhibition on 27 November and, due to the Christmas Holiday break, remained 
on exhibition until Sunday 7 February. 
 
Interested residents and others were invited to Have Their Say on the Strategy by 
providing comments or submissions via an on-line submission form, e-mail or post.  
A total of five (5) submissions were received in the public exhibition period. 

The submissions received were mainly concerned with: 
• What was perceived as too little attention to natural areas management,   
• A need to consider impacts of development/population increase on the 

integrity/capacity of open space, and 
• Concerns about the environmental and social impacts of sport field lighting and 

synthetic turf surfacing and objections to the nature and scope of these project 
initiatives. 

 
A detailed summary of the submissions received, and Council’s proposed 
response to the matters they raised, is provided as ATTACHMENT 1.  
 
The issues raised in the submissions regarding detailed natural area planning are 
generally not within the scope of the draft Strategy. The matters are considered 
within other Council plans/strategies such as the Biodiversity Plan (2016), the 
Integrate Open Space Plan (2012) and the Generic Plan of Management – Natural 
Areas.  
 
The Strategy’s purpose is to provide broad directions regarding the type, scale and 
location of future open space and recreation facilities – thereby providing context for 
the master planning of sites and the planning and design of specific sports and 
recreation facilities, including natural areas.   
 
The issues raised in the submissions are more relevant to detailed planning and 
design i.e. the preparation of masterplans or specific plans of management for 
natural areas. They do not require any changes to the draft Strategy. 
 
The issues raised in submissions on the impacts of development and densification 
have been addressed in the draft Strategy in detail. In fact, the impact of 
development on open space and recreation facility needs caused by densification 
was a key focus of the draft Strategy – with sophisticated GIS mapping identifying 
those precincts with insufficient open space and/or recreation facilities (both currently 
and to 2036).   
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The comments on the impact of development have therefore been taken into 
consideration and, these also, do not require any changes to the draft Strategy. 
 
The major objections to the draft Strategy concern the perceived environmental and 
social impacts of sport field lighting and synthetic turf. 
 
In accordance with part (d) of Council’s resolution, this report has been prepared to 
address these objections. 
 
The remainder of the report discusses the specific projects being objected to, the 
need for and benefits of the projects, options for mitigating environmental impacts 
and the implications (for both the capacity of, and access to, sports facilities across 
the City) of not proceeding with the projects.  
 
Discussion 
Current and forecast demand for sports fields 
 
Table 1 shows the current supply and demand and the forecast 2036 demand for 
sports fields and ovals in the City of Ryde. 

 
While junior facilities are sufficient to meet demands in both winter and summer 
through to 2036, there will be a significant shortfall of full-size facilities in the winter 
season by 2036.  Hence the need for facility enhancements (i.e. floodlighting, 
synthetic surfaces and/or site optimisation) and/or new facilities. 

 
Table 1: Current supply and current and future demand for sports fields/ovals 

Sports facility Current 
Supply 

(No. 
facilities) 

 

Demand 

Current 2036 

Facilities 
required 

Gap or 
surplus 

Facilities 
required 

Gap or 
surplus 

Full size outdoor field and oval – 
summer 

38 19 + 19  26 + 12  

Full size outdoor field and oval – 
winter 

38 38 0  51 - 13  

Junior outdoor field and oval – 
summer 

19 5 + 14  7  + 12 

Junior outdoor field and oval – winter 19 9 + 10 13 +6 
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Status of the sports field projects being objected to 
The sports lighting and synthetic sports surface projects identified in the draft 
Strategy comprise up to 38 projects – as summarised in Table 2. 
 
For 32 of these projects (i.e. all lighting projects and three synthetic surface projects) 
sites have been identified – as also summarised in Table 2. 
 
Sites for the potential synthetic surface upgrades are to be determined according to 
future project feasibility assessments. 
 
Table 2: Sports Lighting and Synthetic Surface projects 
Project Planned 

projects 
Potential future 
projects 

Details 

Lighting 
projects 

15 F/S fields 
and 15 
Jun/mod 
fields 

 • Sites known (all remaining unlit 
fields) 

• Timing to be determined) 

Synthetic 
surfaces 
projects 

3 x planned 
projects 

Up to 6 potential 
future projects 

• 3 sites for planned projects known 
(LH Waud; Smalls Rd Upper; 
Christie Park) but timing to be 
determined  

• 3 sites and timing of potential future 
projects to be determined 

  
The planned sports lighting and synthetic surface projects will – together with 3 site 
optimisation projects reduce the forecast 2036 shortfall of full-size fields from 13 to 7 
fields. The remaining shortfall of 7 full-size fields is to be addressed through a best 
value combination of site optimisations (e.g. at Gannan (convert junior to 1x FS field, 
Waterloo (additional 1x FS field) and Darvall Parks (convert junior to 1xFS field), up 
to 6 synthetic surface projects and/or land acquisitions. 
 
Demonstrated need for/benefits of the projects 

The need for these lighting and synthetic surface projects has been demonstrated in 
the Open Space Future Provision Strategy Technical Report, as follows:  
 

• Based on current population forecasts and current sports participation rates, 
there will be an undersupply of 13 full size fields and ovals by 2036. 

• Floodlighting and synthetic surfacing of currently unlit fields/ovals have the 
potential to reduce this undersupply significantly (i.e. with the floodlighting 
projects increasing the capacity of sports fields by 360 hours per week and the 
planned and potential synthetic surface projects increasing their capacity by 
160+ hours per week). 
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• The benefits (in terms of increased user hours) will mainly accrue to mid-week 
evening sports training (while also noting the increasing benefits to sports 
competition timetables, with the increasing prevalence of sports competition 
scheduling on week-day evenings). 

• Synthetic surfacing will, in some cases, facilitate both additional mid-week 
training and increased weekend use, particularly during wet weather periods 

The proposed sports lighting projects will generate direct player benefits (such as 
improved access to and more flexible use for sports training) and a range of indirect 
economic and environmental benefits, as summarised in Table 3. 
 
Table 3: Social, Environmental and Economic Benefits – Sports Lighting 

Player/use benefits Economic benefits Environmental benefits 

• Improved carrying capacity of 
existing turf fields (up from a 
maximum of 18 hrs per week 
to 30hrs). 

• Increased flexibility and 
options for mid-week training 
and competitions. 

• Improved distribution and 
accessibility of training 
facilities. 

•  Increasing the capacity of existing 
fields is more cost-effective than 
providing new fields (e.g. less need 
for costly land acquisition). 

• Lighting costs per field are circa 
$180K (subject to site conditions) 
which equates to 1 hour of 
expanded field capacity per $15K 
invested. 

• Lower societal health costs (via 
enhanced opportunities/ available 
hrs for active recreation). 

• Reduced need to build 
additional fields (which 
could result in land-clearing 
and reduced biodiversity). 

 
The proposed synthetic surface projects will also generate substantial player 
benefits, as well as indirect economic and environmental benefits, as summarised in 
Table 4. 
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Table 4: Social, Environmental and Economic Benefits – Synthetic surfaces1 

Player/use benefits Economic benefits Environmental 
benefits 

• Improved carrying capacity of existing 
fields (up from a maximum of 30hrs to 
50+ hrs).. 

• Improved capacity to accommodate 
training and competitions 7 days per 
week (including evenings. 

• Less down time for playing surface 
maintenance. 

• Fields remain green all year without 
maintenance (may fade over time). 

• Fields stand up to heavy use without 
compromising the quality of play caused 
by damage from over-use. 

• Fields retain a uniform and consistent 
playing surface. 

• Allow up to approximately 3,000 hrs of 
playing time annually. 

• Excellent built-in drainage systems, 
allowing use during and immediately after 
rain. 

• Fields are generally regarded as being as 
safe to play on as grass surfaces (i.e. 
with studies consistently showing that the 
incidence/severity of athlete injuries on 
3rd Gen synthetics are similar to, or 
better, than those on natural grass). 

• Much lower cost ‘per use’. 
• The playability (hours of use) of 

synthetic fields can be up to 7.7 
times that of grass fields. 

• Well suited for multipurpose 
fields (e.g. for rugby, soccer, 
lacrosse, baseball and softball).  

• Greater capacity to sustain 
intensive use without surface 
damage. 

• Little maintenance required (i.e. 
occasional sanitation, raking, 
cleaning, and vacuuming). 

• Less need for costly land 
acquisition. 

• Lower societal health costs (via 
enhanced opportunities/ 
available hrs for active 
recreation. 

• Surfacing costs per field are 
circa $2.5M (subject to site 
conditions) which equates to 1 
hour of expanded field capacity 
per $125K invested. 
 

• Minimal use of 
water (but may 
need to be irrigated 
to cool and clean 
the playing surface 
on hot summer 
days). 

• Elimination of the 
chemicals (that 
may cause soil and 
groundwater 
contamination) 
which are typically 
used on grass 
fields. 

  
NSW Government Review of synthetic sports surfaces 

Notwithstanding the above-listed benefits of synthetic sports surfaces, it is noted that 
(based on a report in the Sydney Morning Herald on March 14th, 2021) the NSW 
Planning Minister Rob Stokes has asked his Department “to investigate sustainable 
alternatives to synthetic grass amid growing concerns about its environmental and 
health impacts”. 
 
This request has been prompted by a number of community campaigns against the 
conversion of grass to synthetic turf fields across Sydney – including in Lane Cove 
Council and Bayside City.  
 
 

 
1 Many of these benefits identified and demonstrated in E Cheng, Y Hu & M Reinhard, Environmental and Health Impacts of 
Artificial Turf: A Review, in Environment, Science and Technology, 2014, 48, 2114−2129 
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The specific concerns noted by Minister Stokes included: 
 

• Rubber and microplastics leaching into waterways,  

• Reduced amenity for families and dog owners, 

• Potentially increased cancer risk through the chemicals used; and  

• Cause of unsustainably high temperatures near and on the fields on hot days. 
 

The investigation is to include a review of alternative technologies or techniques with 
potential “to maximise the use of community sporting facilities without hurting the 
environment.”   
 
Minister Stokes was also quoted as saying that “it was a council issue whether they 
use a synthetic surface for sporting fields. But we do understand there are some 
community concerns about ambient heat and environmental impacts from 
microplastics.” 
 
Implications of not proceeding with the lighting and synthetic surface projects 

Collectively, the proposed floodlighting and synthetic surface projects have the 
potential to significantly reduce the anticipated shortfall of full-size sports fields in the 
City via increasing the capacity of existing facilities.  

If these projects are not implemented, the following consequences are probable:  

• More expensive supply options will be required e.g. field optimisations and a 
greater amount of land acquisition for new fields. 

• However, given the limited opportunities for acquiring additional land for new 
sports facilities, it will likely be impossible to meet all the emerging needs for 
sports space without the lighting and synthetic surface projects. 

• If facility capacity growth (via lighting/synthetic surface upgrades, site 
optimisations and/or land acquisition) does not keep up with population growth 
and higher demands, there will be sports facility allocation implications (e.g. 
field allocation quotas; priority for local clubs etc.)  

 
Project Management 

Notwithstanding the issues raised by the submissions received during the public 
exhibition and, without pre-empting the future findings of the NSW State Government 
review of synthetic surfaces, it is noted that impact issues associated with specific 
lighting and synthetic surface projects can be thoroughly addressed via the relevant 
site master planning and environmental assessment processes for each project. 
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These site-specific processes may encompass consideration of technical options for 
mitigating/removing potential environmental impacts, including the following: 
 

- Environmental toxicity of rubber and plastics, 
- Heat island impacts of synthetic surfaces, 
- Lower photosynthesis impacts of synthetic surfaces, and/or 
- Potential impact of lighting ‘spill’ on birds and residents. 
 

With respect to this, it is noted that the relevant technologies are constantly evolving 
e.g. natural organic options (such as natural cork and walnut or coconut shell) are 
being used instead of crumb rubber for playing surface infill. 
 
It is the rubber-based infill that has been the major cause of release of toxins into the 
environment – one of the major concerns of the submissions received during the 
public exhibition.  
 
Council – through using cork-based infill in its synthetic surface projects at ELS Hall 
Park and Christie Park – has been a leader in the Australian context in the 
development of more sustainable synthetic playing surfaces. 
 
It is also noted that the use of cork-based infill mitigates the ‘heat island’ effect by 
resulting in a circa 10o lower temperature that rubber-based surfaces on hot days.   
 
Additionally, Council has received positive feedback from sports field users on the 
better user comfort experienced on Council’s synthetic grounds, compared to sports 
fields with rubber-based infill. 
 
Conclusions 
 
Overall, it is considered that the issues raised during the public exhibition can be 
appropriately addressed during the environmental planning processes for specific 
projects.  
 
Best practice environmental options – such as the continued use of natural infill 
materials and low-spill sports lighting – can also be adopted to mitigate the concerns 
expressed in the submissions received during the public exhibition. 
 
As such, the recommendations of the draft City of Ryde Open Space Future 
Provision Strategy – ATTACHMENT 2  and ATTACHMENT 3 – CIRCULATED 
UNDER SEPARATE COVER presented to the community during the public exhibition 
period, and recommended for adoption within this report, have been retained without 
further change.   
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5 TRAFFIC AND PARKING MATTERS APPROVED BY THE RYDE TRAFFIC 
COMMITTEE MEETING -  APRIL 2021  

Report prepared by: Senior Coordinator - Transport Services 
       File No.: GRP/09/3 - BP21/362  
 

 
REPORT SUMMARY 
 
This report provides recommendations on each traffic/parking matter separately 
and details on how Council may proceed with the proposed measures. Council has 
resumed face to face Traffic Committee meetings at North Ryde Offices from 
March 2021. Members of the committee are listed below.  
 
City of Ryde (Chair) .......... Senior Coordinator Transport Services (for Mgr. Transport) 
Transport for New South Wales (TfNSW) ...................................... North West Precinct  
NSW Police Force ...............................................................Ryde Local Area Command  
Member for Ryde (9 items) .................................................... The Hon. V Dominello MP  
Member for Lane Cove (1 item) ............................................ The Hon. A Roberts MP  
 
The April Traffic Committee agenda consisted of nine (9) traffic and parking 
proposals. There was no representative from either the Member for Ryde or Lane 
Cove at the meeting. TfNSW and NSW Police approved the proposals and no 
objecting comments or disclosures of interest were received. Sydney Buses 
(Western Region) were also advised of the proposals and did not raise objections. 
 
The proposed traffic and parking matters now require the approval of Council. For 
ease of review, details of the proposals identified in the recommendations below 
are provided as ATTACHMENT 1.  
 

 
RECOMMENDATION: 
 
That Council endorses the following Ryde Traffic Committee recommendations: 
 
(A) MEADOWBANK EDUCATION EMPLOYMENT PRECINCT – TRAFFIC 

FACILITIES 
 

That the following changes be made as part of the Meadowbank Education 

Employment Precinct, Meadowbank: 
 

a) An elevated shared user path and kerbside 1.2m footpath be provided on 
the western side of Hermitage Road from the interface of the Sydney Water 
driveway to the intersection with Rhodes Street. 
 

b) A shared user path be provided along the southern side of Rhodes Street. 
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c) A combined Bus Zone, No Parking Kiss n Ride Zone and ¼ P Parking Zone 

be provided along the southern side of Rhodes Street, with the operating 
hours of the above zones to be determined in conjunction with State Transit 
Authority (STA) and Schools Infrastructure New South Wales. 
 

d) A raised pedestrian crossing be provided on the western end of 
Macpherson Street at its intersection with Mellor Street. 

 
e) A shared user path be provided along the southern side of Macpherson 

Street. 
 
f) A time restricted Bus Zone be provided on the southern side of Macpherson 

Street, with times to be agreed with STA. 
 
g) A combined cycling and raised pedestrian crossing be provided on the 

eastern end of Macpherson Street at its intersection with Bowden Street. 
 
h) A shared user path be provided on the western side of Bowden Street 

between Macpherson Street and Victoria Road. 
 
i) A commuter peak hour No Stopping zone be provided on the eastern side 

of Bowden Street from the intersection of Squire Street to the bus zone 
located immediately south of Victoria Road. 

 
j) A combined cycling and raised pedestrian crossing be provided on Bowden 

Street immediately south of the roundabout intersection with Squire Street. 
 
k) The existing footpath on the southern side of Squire Street be rehabilitated 

to address any deficiencies. 
 
l) Bicycle symbols be marked in both directions on Squire Street  
 
m) Adjustments be made to the splitter island on Squire Street approaching the 

roundabout intersection with Bowden Street. 
 
n) KEEP CLEAR be marked on Bowden Street at its intersection with 

Macpherson Street. 
 
o) All the above facilities be constructed, signposted and delineated as TfNSW 

Technical Directions. 
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(B) ROAD SAFETY UPDATE – ROAD SAFETY PROGRAMS 
 

a) The Road Safety report be received and noted. 
 

(C) ORCHARD ROAD, WEST RYDE – NEW BUS ZONE 
 
The Ryde Traffic Committee recommends: 
 

a) That the 500X bus service be rerouted from its existing route from West 
Ryde Station to now use Ryedale Road, right into Terry Road and right into 
Orchard Street before it re-joins its existing route on Orchard Street east of 
Anzac Avenue. 
 

b) That a new bus zone be created on the eastbound side of Orchard Street 
immediately west of Anzac Avenue to facilitate the rerouted bus service. 
 

c) That vegetation in the vicinity of this new bus zone on Orchard Street be 
removed to ensure clear passage for buses accessing this stop. 
 

e) That the two existing bus stops on the northbound side of Anzac Avenue be 
removed, with the existing bus shelter adjacent to Anzac Park to be 
relocated to a new location as required. 
 

(D) RYDE ROAD, GLADESVILLE – PROPOSED MOTORCYCLES ONLY ZONE 
 
The following parking changes be made in Ryde Road, Gladesville: 
 

a) A 3.7m Motorcycles Only parking zone be created between the two 
driveways of 165 and 163 Ryde Road, Gladesville. 
 

(E) BALACLAVA ROAD, EASTWOOD – PEDESTRIAN REFUGE 
 
The following changes be made in Balaclava Road, Eastwood: 
 

a) The installation of a pedestrian refuge on Balaclava Road, near the 
intersection with Lincoln Street, be approved in principle and installed once 
funding becomes available.  The refuge to be designed, signposted and 
delineated in accordance with RMS Technical Direction TDT2011/01. 
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(F) BLENHEIM ROAD, NORTH RYDE – ROAD SAFETY 
 
The following changes be made in Blenheim Road, North Ryde: 
 

a) The existing No Stopping area on the eastern side of Blenheim Road 
adjacent to No.7 be extended 10.2m south to the southern edge of the 
driveway access to No.5 Blenheim Road. 
 

b) A 1.2m painted island be installed between the kerb buildout for the 
pedestrian refuge and the northern edge of the driveway access of No.7 
Blenheim Road.  
 

(G) DAVID AVENUE, NORTH RYDE – MOBILITY/DISABLED PARKING 
 
The following parking changes be made in David Avenue, North Ryde: 
 

a) The eastern most 90° parking space at the commercial area at 23 David 
Avenue commercial centre be signposted as a mobility/disability parking 
space, with an additional area of line marking to maintain a clear space and 
ensure compliance with disabled parking requirements. 
 

b) That a continuity line be marked from Holt Street to David Avenue to direct 
motorists around the intended disabled parking space. 
 

(H) EASTWOOD TOWNCENTRE – PARKING RESTRICTIONS 
 
The following parking changes be made in Eastwood Town Centre: 
 

a) The ½P (8AM-6PM, MON-SUN) timed restrictions on Hillview Road and 
West Parade (24 parking spaces) be converted to 1P (8AM-6PM, MON-SUN 
& Public Holidays). 
 

b) Due to the low response rate and lack of support, no changes be made to 
the timed restrictions on Railway Parade (22 spaces), however the existing 
timed restrictions will now be enforceable on public holidays.  Existing timed 
restrictions will now include the words “& Public Holidays”.  
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(I) THE AVENUE, GLADESVILLE – PARKING RESTRICTIONS 
 
The following parking changes be made in The Avenue, Gladesville: 
 

a) The three (3) unrestricted parking spaces along The Avenue be converted to 
“No Parking, 8AM-4PM, MON-FRI”. 

 
 
ATTACHMENTS 
1  Agenda - Ryde Traffic Committee - 29 April 2021  

  
Report Prepared By: 
 
John Begley 
Senior Coordinator - Transport Services  
 
Report Approved By: 
 
Michael Dixon 
Transport Manager 
 
Wayne Rylands 
Director - City Works  
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Agenda of the Works and Community Committee Report No. 4/21, dated Tuesday 11 
May 2021. 
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