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18 RESULTS OF THE DOG OFF LEASH AREA TRIAL  

Report prepared by: Open Space Planner 
Report dated: 25 February 2011       File No.: GRP/11/4/3/3 - BP11/127  
 

 
Report Summary 
This report provides a summary and analysis of the results of the six month dog off 
leash trial of 16 parks across the City of Ryde. The Trial commenced on October 27 
2010 concluded on 27 April 2011. The purpose of this report is to present the 
community response to the Trial and to offer appropriate recommendations on how to 
provide for off leash dog exercising areas for the City of Ryde that are consistent with 
the results of the Trial. 
 
 
RECOMMENDATION: 
 
(a) That the exercising of dogs off leash is prohibited at the following parks: 

 Carara Reserve, West Ryde 
 Waterloo Park, Marsfield 
 Cudal Reserve, Ryde 
 Putney Park, Putney 
 Santa Rosa Park, Ryde 
 Forrester Park, Eastwood 
 Fontenoy Park, Macquarie Park 

 
(b) That future budget allocations are provided for enclosed dog off leash areas 

ELS Hall Park, Denistone Park and Olympic Park. In the intervening time, these 
parks are to be managed as dog off leash areas. 
 

(c) That North Ryde Common and Kotara Park are managed as free running off 
leash areas and a future budget allocation provided for additional infrastructure. 

 
(d) That the following sportsgrounds offer opportunities for off leash dog exercising 

when not used for organised sport: 
 Peel Park, Gladesville 
 Brush Farm Park, Eastwood 
 Darvall Park, Denistone 
 Pidding Park, Ryde 

 
(e) That the community is notified of Council’s decision and all parks under the Trial 
 are signposted in accordance with Council decision. 
 
 
ATTACHMENTS 
1  Report on the provision of recreation spaces for Dogs, July 2010 
2  Submission from the Gladesville Ravens 
3  Submission from Community Reps on the Companion Animals Committee 

regarding Trial of Leash free Areas, Judy Willis 
4  Bushland Management Working Group Submission for Off Leash Areas - March 

2011 
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Report Prepared By: 
 
Fiona Morrison 
Open Space Planner  
 
Report Approved By: 
 
Simone Schwarz 
Group Manager - Community Life  
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Background 
There has been ongoing planning and presentations on the provision of areas where 
the Ryde Community can exercise their dogs off leash. This has included: 
 Council resolution to create the of leash area at Blenheim Park (1 November 

2005), 
 Council resolution to trial Meadowbank Park as a timed leash free area for one 

year (11 November 2005) and a subsequent decision to make the leash free area 
permanent (2 May 2006), and 

 Council reports have suggested possible locations that have included Darvall 
Park, West Denistone Park, Glades Bay Reserve, Gannan Park, McCauley Park, 
Forrester Park and ELS Hall Park (various reports from 2001 – 2010). 

 Council resolution regarding the status of the Meadowbank Park off leash area 
remaining unchanged, 6 October 2009 

 A request by Councillors for a review of what other local government areas 
provide for dog recreation and further consideration for the provision of these 
facilities within the City of Ryde (Works and Community, 2 February 2010). 

 
 In response to the last dot point, a The Study on the Provision of Recreation 

Areas for Dogs 2010  (Refer to ATTACHMENT 1). was completed and presented to 
the Committee of the Whole, 20 July 2011. At this meeting, Council resolved the 
following: 

 
That Council trial allowing off leash areas within suitable times in the following 
suitable parks in the City of Ryde: 

 Kotara Park, North Ryde 
 Carara Park, Ryde 
 North Ryde Common, North Ryde 
 Cudal Reserve, Ryde 
 Waterloo Park, Marsfield 
 Denistone Park, Denistone East 
 ELS Hall Park, North Ryde 
 Olympic Park, Ryde 
 Putney Park, Putney 
 Brush Park, Eastwood 
 Darvall Park, Denistone West 
 Forrester Park, Eastwood 
 Santa Rosa Park, North Ryde 
 Fontenoy Park, Macquarie Park 
 Pidding Park, Ryde 
 Peel Park, Gladesville 

 
Subsequent to this, at the Council Meeting, 27 July 2010, further debate on the 
provision of off leash areas was conducted and the following resolution was made by 
Council: 

 
That within 6 months of the commencement of the trial off-leash areas for dogs, 
approved by Council on 20 July 2010, the General Manager submit a report to 
Council considering: 
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(a) the outcome of the trial; and if satisfactory 
(b) the possibility of extending off-leash areas to all parks in Ryde other 

than specific parks which are nominated by exception. 
(c) That dog owners in the City of Ryde receive educational material that 

provides information on their responsibilities as a dog owner 
 
This report provides the detail on Trial was that conducted in accordance with the 
above Resolution and the subsequent response from the Community and responds 
to (a) and (b) of the above resolution. Point (c) will be actioned by Council’s 
Regulatory Team as a part of the Companion Animals Management Plan. 
 
Report 
In accordance with the Council resolutions from 20 July and 27 July, 2010, a trial of 
off leash areas was conducted. A summary of the Trial is provided below. 
 
Date Commenced:  Wednesday 27 October 2010 
Schedule End:   Wednesday 27 April 2011 
   
Park’s subject to the dog off leash Trial: 
 Carara Reserve - Goodwin Street, Ryde 
 Kotara Park - Abuklea Road, Marsfield 
 Waterloo Park - Vimiera Road, Marsfield 
 ELS Hall Park - Kent Road, North Ryde 
 North Ryde Common - Twin Road, North Ryde 
 Denistone Park - Terry Road, Denistone 
 Olympic Park - Potts Street, Ryde 
 Cudal Reserve - Henry Street, Ryde 
 Putney Park - Pellisier Road, Putney 

 
Sportsground subject to the dog off leash Trial (Please note, the following 
sportsgrounds were trialled as dog off leash areas when organised sport was not 
occurring.) 
 Peel Park - Morrison Road, Gladesville 
 Santa Rose Park - Quarry Road, North Ryde 
 Forrester Park - Vimiera Road, Eastwood 
 Brush Farm Park - Lawson Street, Eastwood 
 Fontenoy Park - Fontenoy Road, Macquarie Park 
 Darvall Park - Chatham Road, Denistone 
 Pidding Park - Cressy Road, Ryde 

 
Please note: Blenheim Park and Meadowbank Park continued to provide areas off 
leash dog activity and were not a part of the Trial. 
 
Onsite park management of the off leash area 
 Each park in the Trial was line marked to show where dogs were permitted to run 

off leash. In all areas outside of the line marked areas, dogs were not permitted to 
be off a leash. (It should be noted that some of the parks were trialled as free 
running off leash areas when The Study on the Provision of Recreation Areas for 
Dogs 2010 recommended enclosed off leash areas.) 
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 Signs were erected in all parks under the Trial, with details of how the community 

could comment on the trial. 
 Dog waste bins were placed at all parks and sportsgrounds in the Trial. 
 Dog waste bag dispensers were also provided at each trial location 

 
The community was notified in the following ways: 
 Over 5,500 letters were sent to all homes within 150m – 200m of each park in the 

Trial, informing residents of the Trial and how they can have their say. 
 Each letter was accompanied by a colour aerial photograph of the parks that 

identified the trial off leash area in red hatching. 
 Council’s web page provide locations, maps and information for each of the off 

leash trial areas. 
 
How the community had their say about the Trial 
A number of options were provided to the community to provide their feedback to 
Council.  
 Complete an online submission at www.ryde.nsw.gov.au  
 Write a submission and send via email or post to the City of Ryde. 

 
Results of the Trial 
At the conclusion of the Trial the City of Ryde had received a total of 312 responses 
to the Trial. This included 
 114 written submissions 
 1 petition with 17 signatures supporting the use of Darvall Park as off leash area, 
 197 completed surveys. 

 
The results of the community feedback is summarised on Table 1. 
 

Summary Analysis of Community Feedback
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Table 1: Analysis of the Community Feedback 
 
Further analysis was conducted on the results of each park and whether the 
community was in support or opposed the use of individual parks as an off leash 
exercise area for dogs. The results shown on Table 2 combine both the written 
submissions received from the community and the results from the online survey. 
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Park Specific Trial Results
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Table 2: Park specific analysis of the Community Feedback 
 
Please also refer to Figure 1 for further analysis of the results. 
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In addition to the community being asked whether they supported the use of a park 
as a dog off leash recreation area, the community was also invited to provide Council  
with general feedback on the provision of off leash areas. Three common themes 
were established by the community during the Trial. These themes and issues have 
been taken into consideration in the determination of the recommendations contained 
in this report. 
 
a. Lack of Community consultation prior to the commencement of the Trial 
Prior to and at the commencement of the Trial in October 2010, Council received 
many submissions that expressed anger with the lack of community consultation prior 
to the commencement of the Trial. 
 
An assessment of these community submissions indicated that many people who 
were angered about the process, had both opposing and or supportive views of the 
use of the parks in the Trial a place for off leash dog exercising. 
 
b. Lack of supporting infrastructure for the off leash areas 
Complaints were received from the community about the lack of supporting 
infrastructure that was provided during the trial, such as fencing, seating, shade and 
water access. These complaints were received from supporters and opposers of the 
parks use as an off leash exercise area for dogs. 
 
The most frequent request received was for the use of fencing to enclose the off 
leash areas (in a similar way to the off leash area provided at Blenheim Park). From 
the opponents’ point of view, the fencing would allow them to continue to use the 
park without fear or concern of unwanted interaction with dogs. From the supporters’ 
perspective, fencing was requested as it would provide a safer environment for their 
dogs to run. 
 
Other arguments for the use of fencing included: 
 Safety 
 Protection of bushland areas and waterways 
 To remove conflict with other park activities, such as playgrounds 
 Control of dogs off leash into a specific area within a Park 

 
The opposing view to the use of fencing is the creation of a section of the park that 
will only be used for one purpose. 
 
As outlined in the Study on the Provision of Recreation Areas for Dogs (July 2010) it 
is considered appropriate to fence some spaces to provide a variety of recreation 
areas across the City. These sites were Olympic Park, Denistone Park, Putney Park, 
Waterloo Park and ELS Hall Park. 
 
A review of the submissions and feedback Council received expressed the clear 
message that any future permanent off leash areas should be established with 
suitable seating, shade provision and access to water. 
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c. Control of dogs and community safety  
The community raised concerns over the control of dogs when they are off leash. 
Community education is an important part of ensuring the safe management of off 
leash areas and the City of Ryde should continue to provide education on dog owner 
responsibilities when taking their dogs out into the public domain. 
 
Park Specific Comments and Recommendations 
The following table provides a summary of the community feedback received on each 
park in the Trial. Included is a recommendation that includes not only community 
feedback and the results of the Trial, but also the desire to have city wide approach 
to the provision of dog of leash areas that responds to geography and a providing 
choice for the community of recreation area types. 
 
Summary of the Community’s Feedback Recommendation 
Carara Reserve - Goodwin Street, Ryde 
 The local community has been very 

outspoken about the off leash trial in 
Carara Reserve with the majority of the 
community opposed to the use of the 
Reserve as an off leash area. 

 The bin within the Reserve was moved 
twice during the Trial due to complaints 
from the local residents. 

At the conclusion of the Trial, Carara 
Reserve ceases to be a dog off leash 
area. Temporary signs are to be erected in 
the Reserve to alert the community that 
dogs off leash are no longer permitted and 
notification sent to the local community. The 
temporary signs are to be removed after 6 
months. 

Kotara Park - Abuklea Road, Marsfield 
 The community showed a moderate to 

high level of support for off leash use of 
the Park. 

 There were many requests for 
additional infrastructure within the Park 
to improve the amenity for people with 
their dogs. 

 Concerns were raised about the need 
for fencing and need for additional dog  
waste bins 

At the conclusion of the Trial, Kotara Park 
to be formalised as a free running off 
leash area. Additional seating, dog waste 
bins and modified signage to be installed 
(subject to funding). 
 
 

Waterloo Park - Vimiera Road, Marsfield 
 The majority of the local community 

surrounding Waterloo Park were 
opposed to its use as an off leash area. 

 There was confusion during the trial of 
the location of the off leash area and 
many dog owners were using the wrong 
location thus creating conflicts with 
other park users. 

 
 
 
 

At the conclusion of the Trial, Waterloo 
Park ceases to be a dog off leash area. 
Temporary signs are to be erected in the 
Park to alert the community that dogs off 
leash are no longer permitted and 
notification sent to the local community. The 
temporary signs are to be removed after 6 
months. 
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Summary of the Community’s Feedback Recommendation 
ELS Hall Park - Kent Road, North Ryde 
 Significant support for the provision of 

an off leash area at ELS Hall Park was 
received during the Trial. 

 This is further supported by the 
Masterplan and Plan of Management for 
ELS Hall Park where a fenced dog off 
leash area was designated for the Park. 

 There were some community concerns 
outlining the conflict between users of 
the Park and the off leash dogs, 
however this could be overcome with 
the use of fencing. 

 
 

Recommendation for ELS Hall Park: 
At the conclusion of the Trial, ELS Hall 
Park to be formalised as an enclosed off 
leash area with a perimeter fence, 
additional seating, dog waste bins and 
modified signage to be installed (subject to 
funding). 
Way finding signage is also recommended 
to inform the community as to where the off 
leash activities can occur. 
 

North Ryde Common - Twin Road, North Ryde 
 The community showed a moderate to 

high level of support for off leash use of 
the Park. 

 There is potential for conflict with the 
use of North Ryde Common for special 
events, EG Australia Day.  

 The community indicated that the one 
bin installed in the Park was insufficient 
due to the size of North Ryde Common 
and should it become a permanent off 
leash area, additional bins and signs 
are required. 

 
 

At the conclusion of the Trial, North Ryde 
Common to be formalised as a free 
running off leash area with the exception 
of organised events days such as the 
Australia Day celebrations. Additional 
seating, dog waste bins and modified 
signage to be installed (subject to funding). 
  

Denistone Park - Terry Road, Denistone 
 A high level of support for the provision 

of an off leash area at Denistone Park 
was received during the Trial. 
Suggestions were received from the 
community including the provision of 
fencing to remove possible conflicts with 
the children’s playground and other 
parks users. 
 
 

At the conclusion of the Trial, Denistone 
Park to be formalised as an enclosed off 
leash area with a perimeter fence, 
additional seating, dog waste bins and 
modified signage to be installed (subject to 
funding). 
 
 

Olympic Park - Potts Street, Ryde 
 A high level of support for the provision 

of an off leash area at Denistone Park 
was received during the Trial. 

 Suggestions were received from the 
community including the provision of 
fencing to remove possible conflicts with 
the children’s playground, other parks 
users and due to the close proximity of 
the adjoining roads. 

 
 

At the conclusion of the Trial, Olympic 
Park to be formalised as an enclosed off 
leash area with a perimeter fence, 
additional seating, dog waste bins and 
modified signage to be installed. 
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Summary of the Community’s Feedback Recommendation 
Cudal Reserve - Henry Street, Ryde 
 The community showed a moderate 

level of support for off leash use of the 
Reserve. 
 

The results of the Trial indicated a higher 
level of community support for the Olympic 
Park site that Cudal Reserve. Due to the 
close proximity of Cudal Reserve to 
Olympic Park, it is recommended that at the 
conclusion of the Trial, Cudal Reserve 
ceases to be a dog off leash area. 
Temporary signs are to be erected in the 
Reserve to alert the community that dogs 
off leash are no longer permitted and 
notification sent to the local community. The 
temporary signs are to be removed after 6 
months. 
 
 
 
 
 

Putney Park - Pellisier Road, Putney 
 The community showed a moderate 

level of support for off leash use of 
Putney Park. 
 

While the results of the Trial indicated a 
moderate level of support for the Trial, the 
potential for ongoing conflicts with other 
park users remains very high without 
providing an enclosed off leash area. With 
the proximity of Olympic Park and Peel 
Park recommended as an off leash area, it 
is recommended that at the conclusion of 
the Trial, Putney Park ceases to be a dog 
off leash area. Temporary signs are to be 
erected in the Park to alert the community 
that dogs off leash are no longer permitted 
and notification sent to the local community. 
The temporary signs are to be removed 
after 6 months. 
 
 
 

Peel Park - Morrison Road, Gladesville 
 The community showed a moderate 

level of support for off leash use of Peel 
Park. 
Council received one submission from a 
sports club during the Trial. This 
submission was from Gladesville 
Ravens in opposition to the use of Peel 
Park as an off leash area. The 
submission was received prior to the 
Trial commencing (Refer to 
ATTACHMENT 2).  

While the results of the Trial indicated a 
moderate level of support for the use of 
Peel Park as an off leash recreation area, 
the development of an off leash site at this 
location would require minimal additional 
infrastructure. Therefore it is recommended 
that at the conclusion of the trial, Peel Park 
continues to be a dog off leash area 
when not being used by organised 
sports. 
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Summary of the Community’s Feedback Recommendation 
Santa Rosa Park - Quarry Road, North Ryde 
 The community showed a moderate 

level of support for off leash use of 
Santa Rosa Park. 

 The community raised concerns about 
the protection of the creek that passes 
through the Park if dogs are allowed to 
run off leash. 

 Council received a number of requests 
that the off leash area at Santa Rosa be 
enclosed with a fence. 

 

Results of the Trial indicated a moderate to 
high level of community support for the 
Santa Rosa Park however due to the close 
proximity of Santa Rosa Park to ELS Hall 
park, it is recommended that at the 
conclusion of the Trial, Santa Rosa Park 
ceases to be a dog off leash area. 
Temporary signs are to be erected in the 
Park to alert the community that dogs off 
leash are no longer permitted and 
notification sent to the local community. The 
temporary signs are to be removed after 6 
months. 

Forrester Park - Vimiera Road, Eastwood 
 The community showed very little 

support for off leash use of Forrester 
Park. 

 There were many submission received 
that outlined the impact the off leash 
activity would have on the surrounding 
Bushland. 

 A submission was received from 
Hornsby Shire Council expressing their 
concerns with the use of Forrester Park 
as an off leash area and the impact on 
the neighbouring Bushland areas. 

At the conclusion of the Trial, Forrester 
Park ceases to be a dog off leash area. 
Temporary signs are to be erected in the 
Park to alert the community that dogs off 
leash are no longer permitted and 
notification sent to the local community. The 
temporary signs are to be removed after 6 
months. 
 

Brush Farm Park - Lawson Street, Eastwood 
 The community indicated a high level of 

support for the use of the Park as an off 
leash area. 

 The Heritage Advisory Committee has 
expressed their opposition to the use of 
the Park as an off leash area. 

 There is a need to provide additional 
infrastructure to the park to provide 
further protection to the Bushland areas.

At the conclusion of the Trial, Brush Farm 
Park continues to be a dog off leash area 
when not being used by organised sports. 
This is further supported by the existing use 
of the Park by the Brush Farm Dog Club. 
Additional fencing will be required to 
provide protection to the bushland areas 
within the Park (subject to funding). 
 

Fontenoy Park - Fontenoy Road, Macquarie Park 
 The community indicated a very low of 

support for the use of the Park as an off 
leash area. 

 The community express concerns about 
the conflicts with the existing uses of the 
park.  
 

At the conclusion of the Trial, Fontenoy 
Park ceases to be a dog off leash area. 
Temporary signs are to be erected in the 
Park to alert the community that dogs off 
leash are no longer permitted and 
notification sent to the local community. The 
temporary signs are to be removed after 6 
months. 
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Summary of the Community’s Feedback Recommendation 
Darvall Park - Chatham Road, Denistone 
 The community showed a high level of 

support for off leash use of the Park. 
 The community had some concerns 

about the proximity of the children’s 
playground to the off leash area. 

 There are areas of bushland 
surrounding the Park and consideration 
will be needed to the addition of fencing 
to provide additional protection of the 
bushland. 

At the conclusion of the Trial, Darvall Park 
continues to be a dog off leash area 
when not being used by organised 
sports. Additional fencing will be required 
to provide protection to the bushland areas 
and childrens playground within the Park 
(subject to funding). 
 

Pidding Park - Cressy Road, Ryde 
 The community showed a high level of 

support for off leash use of the Park. 
 The community supported the shared 

use of the Pidding Park. 
 

At the conclusion of the trial, Pidding Park 
continues to be a dog off leash area 
when not being used by organised 
sports. 
 

 
Please refer to Figure 2 for a map of the recommended off leash areas as identified 
above. 
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Moving Forward from the Trial 
In accordance with the Council Resolution from the Committee of the Whole, May 3 
2011, the trial conditions for each park were extended to allow for the calculation and 
analysis of the Trial results.  The following processes are proposed in response to the 
resolution of this matter.  
 
1. Parks that will cease to be off leash areas. 

 A notification letter to be sent to all residents within 150m – 200m of the park 
notifying them of Council’s decision.  

 Signage to be erected to notify the community that dogs off leash are no 
longer permitted in the Park. This sign will specify where the closest off leash 
area is located and are to be removed after 6 months. 

 Update on the Council webpage. 
 Notification in the Ryde City View. 
 Council’s Regulatory team will be notified and a grace period of 4 weeks to be 

offered to the community to support transition following the conclusion of the 
Trial. 

 All dog waste bins will be removed and reused in other suitable locations. 
 

2. Parks to become permanent off leash areas. 
 A notification letter to be sent to all residents within 150m – 200m of the park 

notifying them of Council’s decision.  
 Modified signage to detail the requirements of dog owners when using the 

park for off leash activities. 
 Update on the Council webpage. 
 Notification in the Ryde City View. 
 As recommended in the The Study on the Provision of Recreation Areas for 

Dogs 2010 and in alignment with the feedback from the community, some 
parks will require additional infrastructure, such as seating, waste bins, 
fencing, shade etc. the sites must be prioritised and when funding becomes 
available, improvements made. In the meantime, the management of the sites 
should continue as under the Trial. 

 
3. Notification of the Trial Results 

 A notification will be sent to all members of the community who made a 
submission on the off leash Trial advising them of Council’s resolution.  

 All relevant Advisory Committees will be notified of the resolution and the 
process of transition from Trial to permanent arrangements. 

 Results and updates on the conclusion of the Trial will be uploaded on 
Council’s Webpage. 

 Notification of Council’s resolution will be advertised in the Ryde City View. 
 

Consultation 
Internal Council business units consulted included:- 
• Regulatory Services 
• Public Works 
 
Internal Workshops held:- 
• Not Applicable 
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City of Ryde Advisory Committees consulted included:- 
• Companion Animals Advisory Committee 

Staff attended a Companion Animal Advisory Committee Meeting on 6 
September 2010. At this meeting, the roll out of the Trial was discussed and 
members of the Advisory Committee were encouraged to forward a submission 
on the Trial. The community representatives of the Companion Animal Advisory 
Committee submitted a joint letter in support of dog off leash areas (Refer to 
ATTACHMENT 3). 
 
During the Trial, information on the progress of the Trial was reported to the 
Companion Animal Advisory Committee via the City of Ryde’s Committee 
Coordinator.  

 
• Sport and Recreation Advisory Committee 

Staff attended three Sport and Recreation Advisory Committee meetings during 
the preparation for and management of the Trial. At each of these meetings, the 
sports community were invited to provide feedback and comments on the trial, 
especially the sportsfields that were being trialled.  
 

• Bushland Working Group 
Staff attended one Working Group Meeting to discuss the dog off leash trial. At 
the meeting, the Working Group was encouraged to forward a submission on 
the Trial (Refer to ATTACHMENT 4). 

 
External public consultation included:- 
 Over 5,500 letters were sent to all homes within 150m – 200m of each park under 

the Trial, informing residents of the off leash trial and how they can could provide 
their feedback to Council. 

 Each letter was accompanied by an aerial photograph of the parks that identified 
the trial off leash area in red hatching. 

 Council’s web page provide locations, maps and information for each of the off 
leash trial areas.  

 A number of options were provided to the community to provide their feedback to 
Council. These were Complete an online submission via email or post 

 A notification was sent out at the end of the Trial advising the community of the 
temporary arrangement prior to a decision being made by Council on the future of 
off leash areas across the City. This notification was sent to all homes within 
150m of all parks under the Trial. 

 
Comments 
All submissions received from the community have been stored in Councils 
document management system.  
 
Critical Dates 
There are no critical dates or deadlines to be met. 
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Financial Impact 
The implementation of the Trial recommendations will require capital funding 
however this project is not provided for in the current 2010/11 budget nor the 2011/12 
budget. 
 
The following estimations have been calculated on the cost for establishing off leash 
areas that those parks recommended as a result of the Trial: 
 
Recommended Parks  Infrastructure Required Estimated Capital 

Cost 
Enclosed off leash areas (similar to Blenheim Park) 
 ELS Hall Park 
 Denistone Park 
 Olympic Park 

Perimeter fencing and gates  
Seating and shade 
Bins  
Signs 
Landscaping and pathways 
Access to water and drainage 
 

$70,000 per park 

Free Running areas 
 North Ryde Common 
 Kotara Park 

Bins 
Signs 
Seating and shade 
Landscaping and pathways 
Access to water and drainage 
 

$40,000 per park 

Shared Sportsfield areas 
 Peel Park 
 Brush Farm Park 
 Darvall Park 
 Pidding Park 

Additional seating and shade 
Bins  
Signs 
Fencing to protect bushland 
areas (where required)  
Landscaping and pathways 
Access to water and drainage 
 

$50,000 per park 

 
There will be an on-going cost of maintaining this dog off leash areas and should be 
included in future operation budgets. 
 
Policy Implications 
There are no policy implications through adoption of the recommendation. 
 
Other Options 
Other alternatives that were considered in the preparation of this report were: 
 Extension of the Trial for all or some of the parks 
 All parks rejected or accepted as off leash areas 
 Additional parks to be tested as off leash areas 
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Conclusion 
At the completion of the six month dog off leash area Trial, the Ryde community has 
provided to Council 314 letters and survey responses that expressed their opinions 
and suggestions on the Trial. The responses received are reflective of the polarising 
nature of the provision of off leash areas within the urban landscape and support 
arguments against all parks within the City of Ryde becoming an off leash 
destination. 
 
Exercising companion animals is a legitimate recreational activity and a means to 
community and neighbourhood building. With over 9,000 dogs registered in the Ryde 
local government area, there is an identified need for additional off leash areas that 
are accessible across the City. 
 
The community has indicted a general support for the provision of additional off leash 
areas across the City. With this being said, the community has also quite clearly 
rejected some parks for ongoing use as a place of off leash dog recreation. 
 
The desired outcome of the Trial and this report is to establish a City wide approach 
to the provision of dog off leash areas as was presented in The Study on the 
Provision of Recreation Areas for Dogs 2010. The following recommendations 
consider the opinions and concerns of the Ryde community, the geography of the 
City and meeting the needs of dog owners when exercising their dogs. 
 
Ongoing education of dog owners of their responsibilities is an important component 
of creating a landscape that the whole community can enjoy. 
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