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Agenda of the Council Meeting No. 7/22, dated Tuesday 24 May 2022. 
 

7 MEADOWBANK SKATE PARK - LIGHTING EXTENSION  

Report prepared by: Senior Coordinator – Parks Operations 
       File No.: GRP/22/47 - BP22/387  
 

 
REPORT SUMMARY 
 
At its meeting on 31 January 2022, Council resolved that community consultation 
be undertaken on a proposal to extend the lighting times at Meadowbank Skate 
Park by an additional hour, to operate between 4.30pm-8.00pm during the winter 
months of May, June, July and August.  
 
This extended lighting has been proposed to allow the skate park to be used for an 
additional hour in the evening during the winter months. 
 
The Have Your Say period occurred from 17 March to 20 March 2022.  In total 142 
submissions were received including 120 survey responses, 21 comments from the 
drop-in sessions and 1 email submission. 
 
The majority of submissions (65%) indicated outright support for the extension of 
the Meadowbank Skate Park lighting by one hour during the winter months, with an 
additional 7% indicating support – with suggested changes. 
 
17% of the submissions were opposed to the extension of Winter lighting times, 
while the remaining 11% did not state a position, but had other comments to make. 
 

 
RECOMMENDATION: 
 
That Council implement an extension of hours for the lighting of the Meadowbank 
Skate Park during the months of May, June, July and August), excluding Sunday 
evenings which will remain at 7pm. 
 

 
ATTACHMENTS 
1  2022-04 Meadowbank Skate Park - Extension of Winter Lighting Report FINAL 

  
Report Prepared By: 
 
Jackie Bolger 
Senior Coordinator – Parks Operations  
 
Report Approved By: 
 
Simon James 
Manager - Parks 
 
Wayne Rylands 
Director - City Works   
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ITEM 7 (continued) 

Agenda of the Council Meeting No. 7/22, dated Tuesday 24 May 2022. 
 

 
History  
 
Meadowbank Skate Park was officially opened in April 2019 with operating hours 
until 9pm (Monday – Saturday) and 7pm (Sundays). 
 
Since opening the City of Ryde has trialed a number of different hours of operation 
for the skate park lighting in an attempt to balance the needs of both the local 
residents as well as the community to use the skate park of an evening.  The 
construction of the skate park was undertaken as ‘Development without Consent’ and 
therefore there are no approval conditions limiting the hours of operation of the 
lighting. 
 
Following several issues, related to excessive noise and anti-social behavior, raised 
by a local resident and Councillors in the first 16 months of the facility becoming 
operational, staff amended the lighting to turn off at 7pm, effective 15 June 2020. It 
was considered that making the operational change to reduce lighting from 7pm was 
the most effective way to respond to the concerns raised.  It brought the hours of 
operation in line with the period of high traffic along Constitution Road, which 
provides significant background noise, but then starts to reduce after 7.00pm.  
Therefore, it was considered at that time that switching off of the lighting aligns with 
the reduction in the background noise in the area. In summer, when daylight extends 
beyond 7.00pm, the skate park continues to be available for the community to utilise 
until sunset.    
 
Council staff also engaged with the local police to obtain their assistance in managing 
the anti-social issues that were occurring.  Some of the actions introduced included:- 
 
-  Additional patrols of the park by Council Rangers and Police. 
-  Providing the NSW Police with the authority to issue legislative enforceable 

banning notices. 
-  Engaging with the local youth community to obtain their assistance in 

discouraging use of the facility by the ‘bad’ element. 
-  Scheduling of family friendly skate programs to promote a variety of users to the 

facility. 
-  Installation of additional signage outlining the conditions of use of the facility and 

the hours of operation 
   
At the meeting held 31 January 2022, a petition was presented in support of an 
extension to the skate park lighting and requested a consultation process to extend 
the lighting to 8pm during May, June, July and August. 
 
Financial Implications 
 
Adoption of the recommendation will have minimal financial impact, due to potential 
for additional energy charges. Any additional utility charges will be absorbed by the 
Parks Maintenance budget. 
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ITEM 7 (continued) 

Agenda of the Council Meeting No. 7/22, dated Tuesday 24 May 2022. 
 

 
Consultation  
 
The Have Your Say period occurred from 17 March to 20 May 2022 during which the 
community could provide feedback on the proposed extension of winter lighting times 
by online survey, written submission or at the community drop-in sessions with 
Council staff.  
 
This was promoted through City of Ryde’s Have Your Say website, flyers to 
surrounding residents, signage in the park, an eNewsletter to stakeholders, other 
Council eNewsletters to the community, a post on Council’s social media page and 
advertisement in the local newspaper. 
 
As per the notice of motion directives, five drop-in sessions were held on-site, four 
weekend sessions and one weeknight for stakeholders to ask the project team any 
questions and provide their comments. 
 
In total 142 submission were received including 120 survey responses, 21 comments 
from the drop-in sessions and 1 email submission. 
 
Options 
 
Council could do nothing and leave the hours as they are. 
 
Council may also elect to extend the lighting hours across all seven days as opposed 
to Monday – Saturday only.   
 
It should be noted that retaining Sunday hours till 7pm was not specified for feedback 
during consultation but was suggested in the comments made by the community 
during the consultation process. 
 
Optional Recommendation: 
 
That Council implement the extension of hours to 8pm during the months of May, 
June, July and August, from Monday – Sunday. 
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ITEM 7 (continued) ATTACHMENT 1 

Agenda of the Council Meeting No. 7/22, dated Tuesday 24 May 2022. 
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ITEM 7 (continued) ATTACHMENT 1 

Agenda of the Council Meeting No. 7/22, dated Tuesday 24 May 2022. 
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ITEM 7 (continued) ATTACHMENT 1 

Agenda of the Council Meeting No. 7/22, dated Tuesday 24 May 2022. 
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ITEM 7 (continued) ATTACHMENT 1 

Agenda of the Council Meeting No. 7/22, dated Tuesday 24 May 2022. 
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ITEM 7 (continued) ATTACHMENT 1 

Agenda of the Council Meeting No. 7/22, dated Tuesday 24 May 2022. 
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ITEM 7 (continued) ATTACHMENT 1 

Agenda of the Council Meeting No. 7/22, dated Tuesday 24 May 2022. 
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ITEM 7 (continued) ATTACHMENT 1 

Agenda of the Council Meeting No. 7/22, dated Tuesday 24 May 2022. 
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ITEM 7 (continued) ATTACHMENT 1 

Agenda of the Council Meeting No. 7/22, dated Tuesday 24 May 2022. 
 

  



  
 

Council Reports  Page 71 
 
ITEM 7 (continued) ATTACHMENT 1 

Agenda of the Council Meeting No. 7/22, dated Tuesday 24 May 2022. 
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ITEM 7 (continued) ATTACHMENT 1 

Agenda of the Council Meeting No. 7/22, dated Tuesday 24 May 2022. 
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ITEM 7 (continued) ATTACHMENT 1 

Agenda of the Council Meeting No. 7/22, dated Tuesday 24 May 2022. 
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ITEM 7 (continued) ATTACHMENT 1 

Agenda of the Council Meeting No. 7/22, dated Tuesday 24 May 2022. 
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ITEM 7 (continued) ATTACHMENT 1 

Agenda of the Council Meeting No. 7/22, dated Tuesday 24 May 2022. 
 

  



  
 

Council Reports  Page 76 
 
ITEM 7 (continued) ATTACHMENT 1 

Agenda of the Council Meeting No. 7/22, dated Tuesday 24 May 2022. 
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ITEM 7 (continued) ATTACHMENT 1 

Agenda of the Council Meeting No. 7/22, dated Tuesday 24 May 2022. 
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ITEM 7 (continued) ATTACHMENT 1 

Agenda of the Council Meeting No. 7/22, dated Tuesday 24 May 2022. 
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ITEM 7 (continued) ATTACHMENT 1 

Agenda of the Council Meeting No. 7/22, dated Tuesday 24 May 2022. 
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