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Agenda of the Works and Community Committee Report No. 8/16, dated Tuesday 20 
September 2016. 
 
 

1 CONFIRMATION OF MINUTES - Meeting held on 16 August 2016  

Report prepared by: Senior Coordinator - Governance 
       File No.: CLM/16/1/1/2 - BP16/1043  
 

 
REPORT SUMMARY 
 
In accordance with Council’s Code of Meeting Practice, a motion or discussion with 
respect to such minutes shall not be in order except with regard to their accuracy as 
a true record of the proceedings. 
 
 
RECOMMENDATION: 
 
That the Minutes of the Works and Community Committee 7/16, held on 16 August 
2016, be confirmed. 
 
 
ATTACHMENTS 
1  MINUTES - Works and Community Committee Meeting - 16 August 2016  
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ITEM 1 (continued) ATTACHMENT 1 

Agenda of the Works and Community Committee Report No. 8/16, dated Tuesday 20 
September 2016. 
 
 

   
Works and Community Committee 
MINUTES OF MEETING NO. 7/16 

 
 
Meeting Date: Tuesday 16 August 2016 
Location: Committee Room 2, Level 5, Civic Centre, 1 Devlin Street, Ryde 
Time:  5.00pm 
 
 
Councillors Present:  Councillors Perram (Chairperson), Etmekdjian, Pendleton and 
Stott. 
 
Apologies:  Councillor Li. 
 
Absent:  Councillors Maggio and Simon. 
 
Staff Present:  Acting General Manager, Acting Director – Corporate and Community 
Services, Acting Director – City Strategy and Planning, Director – City Works and 
Infrastructure, General Counsel, Acting Chief Financial Officer, Manager – Asset 
Systems, Senior Coordinator – Transport, Team Leader – Transport Services, Traffic 
and Development Engineer, Road Safety Officer, Traffic Engineer, Senior Coordinator – 
Governance, Governance, Risk and Audit Coordinator and Administration Officer – 
Councillor Support. 
 
 
DISCLOSURES OF INTEREST 
 
There were no disclosures of interest. 
 
  
1 CONFIRMATION OF MINUTES - Meeting held on 19 July 2016 
RESOLUTION:  (Moved by Councillors Pendleton and Stott) 
 
That the Minutes of the Works and Community Committee 6/16, held on 19 July 
2016, be confirmed. 
 
Record of Voting: 
 
For the Motion:  Unanimous 
 
Note: This is now a resolution of Council in accordance with the Committee’s delegated powers. 
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ITEM 1 (continued) ATTACHMENT 1 

Agenda of the Works and Community Committee Report No. 8/16, dated Tuesday 20 
September 2016. 
 
 

 
2 GRANT FUNDING APPLICATION APPROVALS - ROADS AND MARITIME 

SERVICES - 2016/2017  
Note:  Maps and aerial photographs provided by Council staff were tabled in relation 

to this Item and copies are ON FILE. 
 
RECOMMENDATION:  (Moved by Councillors Pendleton and Stott) 

(a) That Council accept the funding received from the RMS Australian Government 
Black Spot Program within Council’s Traffic and Transport Program – Black 
Spot Funded works - $285,000 being for the projects: 
i. Blaxland Road /Dalton Avenue, Denistone – Installation of raised islands 

and associated signage ($50,000). 
ii. Ryrie Street /Morshead Street, North Ryde – Installation of one lane 

roundabout and associated signage and line marking ($144,000). 
iii. Smalls Road /Zola Avenue, Ryde – Installation of mid-block slow point, 

raised threshold, kerb extensions and new Stop sign ($91,000). 

(b) That Council accept the funding received from the RMS Safer Roads Cyclist 
Safety Program within Council’s Cycleways Constructions Expansion Program - 
$126,000 being for the projects: 
i. Waterloo road /Culloden Road, Marsfield – Upgrade traffic island ($51,000). 
ii. Balaclava Road /Agincourt Road, Eastwood – Upgrade the traffic lights 

($75,000). 

(c) That Council accept the $115,000 funding received from the RMS Connecting 
Centres (Cycling) Infrastructure Program within Council’s Cycleways 
Constructions Expansion Program being for the projects. 

i. Kent Road project - Off road shared user path between Adelphi Road and 
Scott Street – Stage 2 ($60,000 – 50% funded). 

ii. Kent Road project – Off road shared user path between Adelphi Road and 
Scott Street – Stage 3 ($55,000 – 50% funded). 

(d) That Council match the RMS Connecting Centres (Cycling) Infrastructure 
Program funding of $115,000 funded from the Section 94 Reserve. 

(e) That Council accept the funding received from the RMS Active Transport 
Walking Communities Program within Council’s Centres and Neighbourhood 
Program – Pedestrian Accessibility and Mobility Plan - $67,500 being for the 
projects 

i. Ryde Council Area – Install pedestrian refuges ($17,500). 

ii. Ryde Council Area – PAMP Study ($50,000) 
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ITEM 1 (continued) ATTACHMENT 1 

Agenda of the Works and Community Committee Report No. 8/16, dated Tuesday 20 
September 2016. 
 
 

(f) That Council match the RMS Active Transport Walking Communities Program 
funding of $67,500 through 

i. $17,500 funded from the Section 94 Reserve. 

ii. $50,000 by bringing forward the 2017/18 PAMP study funding allocation in 
the 2016/2020 Delivery Plan. 

(g) That Council consolidate the funds as income and allocate them as expenditure 
at the Quarter 1 Review under the Council programs detailed in (a) through (f) 
above. 

 
Record of Voting: 
 
For the Motion:  Unanimous 
 
Note: This matter will be dealt with at the Council Meeting to be held on 23 AUGUST 2016 as it is 

outside the Committee’s delegations. 
 
 
  
3 TRAFFIC AND PARKING MATTERS PRESENTED TO THE RYDE TRAFFIC 

COMMITTEE MEETING HELD ON 21 JULY 2016 
Note:  Trent Clark and John Clifton addressed the meeting in relation to part (a) of  

this Item. 
 
Note:  Three A3 photographs from Trent Clark were tabled in relation to part (a) of 

this Item and copies are ON FILE. 
 
RECOMMENDATION:  (Moved by Councillors Etmekdjian and Stott) 

(a) That Council take no further action with regards to the installation of a ‘NO 
PARKING AREA’ for the length of Boyd Lane, Gladesville. 

 
Record of Voting: 
 
For the Motion:  Unanimous 
 
Note: This matter will be dealt with at the Council Meeting to be held on 23 AUGUST 2016 as 

substantive changes were made to the published recommendation. 
 
 
RECOMMENDATION:  (Moved by Councillors Etmekdjian and Stott) 

(b) That Council staff further investigate options for additional parking in Hermitage 
Lane and Herbert Lane, West Ryde, prior to being referred back to the Traffic 
Committee. 
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ITEM 1 (continued) ATTACHMENT 1 

Agenda of the Works and Community Committee Report No. 8/16, dated Tuesday 20 
September 2016. 
 
 

 
Record of Voting: 
 
For the Motion:  Unanimous 
 
Note: This matter will be dealt with at the Council Meeting to be held on 23 AUGUST 2016 as  

substantive changes were made to the published recommendation. 
 
 
RESOLUTION:  (Moved by Councillors Etmekdjian and Stott) 

(c) That Council converts 36 m of the existing 42 m ‘NO PARKING’ zone on the 
north western side of Kulgoa Avenue, outside 283-289 Blaxland Road, Ryde, to 
5 m of ‘NO PARKING 5AM-11AM TUE’ and 31 m of unrestricted parking, as 
shown in the attached diagram. 

(d) That Council installs a 24 m ‘NO PARKING 5AM-11AM FRI’ zone on the 
northern side of Scott Street, outside 1 Scott Street, Marsfield. 

(e) That Council extends the length of the existing 19 m ‘BUS ZONE’ on the north-
eastern side of Talavera Road, northwest of Herring Road, Macquarie Park to 
42 m. 

(f) That Council defers adjusting the ‘BUS ZONE’s in Waterloo Road, Macquarie 
Park, in order for a site meeting to be held between City of Ryde staff, RMS, 
STA, Hillsbus and TfNSW, to determine the ‘BUS ZONE’ lengths required. 

(g) That Council converts the existing ‘¼P 8AM-6PM MON-FRI, BUS ZONE 
OTHER TIMES’ in Tucker Street, Ryde to ‘¼P 8AM-6PM MON-FRI 8.30AM-
6PM SAT’. 

(h) That Council: 
i. retains the existing ‘2P 6AM-11AM MON-FRI’ in Clarence Street, North 

Ryde; and 
ii. converts the existing unrestricted parking in Warwick Street, North Ryde to 

‘2P 6AM-11AM MON-FRI’, subject to community consultation. 

(i) That Council converts the existing ‘NO STOPPING WEDDING OR FUNERAL 
VEHICLES EXCEPTED’ zone on the eastern side of Wharf Road, outside St 
Andrew Parish Church, Gladesville, with a ‘NO PARKING WEDDING OR 
FUNERAL VEHICLES EXCEPTED’ zone. 

(j) That Council converts two of the existing four spaces of ‘2P 8.30AM-6PM MON-
FRI 8.30AM-12.30PM SAT’ in Cutler Parade, adjacent to 34 Blenheim Road, 
North Ryde, to unrestricted parking. 
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ITEM 1 (continued) ATTACHMENT 1 

Agenda of the Works and Community Committee Report No. 8/16, dated Tuesday 20 
September 2016. 
 
 

(k) That Council: 
i. converts three of the existing nine ‘NO PARKING SAT-SUN & PUB HOLS 

CARS WITH TRAILERS EXCEPTED’ spaces in Kissing Point Park, 
Putney to unrestricted parking, for a trial period of six months; 

ii. converts five of the existing 24 ‘NO PARKING SAT-SUN & PUB HOLS’ 
spaces in Kissing Point Park, Putney to unrestricted parking, for a trial 
period of six months; and 

iii. undertakes community consultation during the six month trial period. 
iv. A further report be tabled at a future traffic committee meeting to confirm 

the success or otherwise of the six month trial. 

(l) That Council: 
i. converts the existing pedestrian crossings to raised pedestrian (wombat) 

crossings at the following locations, subject to funding under RMS’s 
School Pedestrian Safety Infrastructure Program and detailed designs 
being approved by Ryde Traffic Committee: 
 Rowe Street, Eastwood, outside Eastwood Public School; 
 Lincoln Street, Eastwood, outside Eastwood Heights Public School; 
 Oxford Street, Gladesville, outside Our Lady Queen of Peace 

Primary School; 
 Hughes Street, West Ryde, outside St Michaels Primary School; 
 Winbourne Street, West Ryde, outside Ermington Public School; 
 Winbourne Street, West Ryde, outside Marsden High School; 
 Kent Road, Eastwood, outside Kent Road Public School; and 
 Hillview Road, Eastwood, outside St Kevin’s Primary School, 

ii. defers considering converting the existing pedestrian crossings to raised 
pedestrian (wombat) crossings in Badajoz Road, at Ryde East Public 
School, to await the outcomes of current investigations in the area. 

(m) That Council: 
i. investigates extending the Bus Lane, currently between Pittwater Road 

and Blenheim Road (north), in a southerly direction to Donald Street, 
North Ryde; and. 

ii. includes construction of stormwater drainage and kerb replacement on the 
western side of Blenheim Road, North Ryde, between Blenheim Road 
(north) and Donald Street, in the 2017/18 Delivery Plan, under the 
Catchment Program - Stormwater Improvement Works Renewals. 

 
Record of Voting: 
 
For the Motion:  Unanimous 
 
Note: This is now a resolution of Council in accordance with the Committee’s delegated powers. 
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ITEM 1 (continued) ATTACHMENT 1 

Agenda of the Works and Community Committee Report No. 8/16, dated Tuesday 20 
September 2016. 
 
 

 
 

The meeting closed at 5.56pm. 
 
 
 

CONFIRMED THIS 20TH DAY OF SEPTEMBER 2016. 
 
 
 
 

Chairperson 
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Agenda of the Works and Community Committee Report No. 8/16, dated Tuesday 20 
September 2016. 
 
 

2 RYDE OUTDOOR YOUTH AND FAMILY RECREATION SPACES - 
CREATION OF YOUTH PRECINCTS  

Report prepared by: Open Space Program Coordinator 
       File No.: GRP/09/6/9 - BP16/899  
 

 
REPORT SUMMARY 
 
Since 1985, Council has considered the establishment of various skate facilities 
throughout the City. Numerous reports and various recommendations have been 
presented to Council for endorsement to proceed to construction/consultation of 
these various skate facilities. In 2010, the City in partnership with Hunters Hill Council 
constructed a small, local facility known as Gladesville Skate Park.   
 

 
Photo 1: Gladesville Skate Park 

 
In 2015, Council resolved in part, to establish a skate park working group to explore 
options for the establishment of a new (regional) skate park facility … in the City of 
Ryde. The Skate Park Working Group (SPWG) was formed, consisting of Councillors, 
officers from City of Ryde and Hunters Hill Council, Youth Council representatives, 
local skaters and interested members of the community.  
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ITEM 2 (continued) 

Agenda of the Works and Community Committee Report No. 8/16, dated Tuesday 20 
September 2016. 
 
 

 
The SPWG reviewed the previous reports and recommendations prepared for 
Council on the planning and design of skate parks throughout the City. Using this 
knowledge base, the group reviewed all previously identified sites and new potential 
locations throughout the City. This broad list of sites were revised through a series of 
progressively stricter criteria. A final list for four sites; Meadowbank Park (two 
potential sites), Eastwood Park, Ryde Park and Olympic Park were identified to be 
reported back to Council for endorsement to proceed to community consultation.  
 
Through its meetings, the working group established that the scope of any potential 
facility needs to provide for a broader audience than just skaters, this will ensure 
there is sufficient passive surveillance of the site to improve the safety of users, and 
will also ensure the facility addresses a variety of youth open space needs providing 
greater value for money and a more successful and useable facility. Their 
recommendation is that a new facility should include multiuse outdoor court/s, a 
stage for events, spaces for families to relax, passive recreation and wifi provision.  
 
Five sites were identified by the working group for further investigation: Olympic Park, 
two at Meadowbank Park (Constitution Rd and adjacent to the Netball Courts), Ryde 
Park and Eastwood Park (adjacent to the lower oval and the library). Of these sites, 
Meadowbank Park and Eastwood Park were considered as appropriate sites for 
development within the next 2-3 years. This decision was based on each sites 
superior qualities and their ability to service the wider community due to access to 
transport, schools and shops. Olympic Park and Ryde Park are considered as longer 
term sites, to be developed over the next 5 – 10 years. Should Council resolve to 
undertake further investigation of the Meadowbank Park and Eastwood Park options, 
further consultation and feedback will be sought regarding the location and design of 
the facility. 
 
In recognition of Council’s budgetary planning and with a view to establishing 
potentially four sites throughout the City, the SPWG recommended that Council 
commence community consultation for the establishment of a youth outdoor 
recreation space at Eastwood Park and Meadowbank Park in 2015/16. Due to site 
specific constraints, facilities within Olympic Park and Ryde Park should be 
considered in the longer term.  
 
 
RECOMMENDATION: 
 
(a) That Council endorse the recommendations of the Skate Park Working Group 

with the selection of Eastwood Park and Meadowbank Park for further 
investigation. 

 
(b) That Council endorse undertaking consultation with the community and 

stakeholders regarding the location and design of an outdoor youth and family 
recreation facility within Eastwood Park and Meadowbank Park.  
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ITEM 2 (continued) 

Agenda of the Works and Community Committee Report No. 8/16, dated Tuesday 20 
September 2016. 
 
 

 
(c)  That Council write to NSW Health and NSW Police inviting them to continue to 

participate in the development of these projects and thank them for their 
submissions.  

 
 
ATTACHMENTS 
1  Skate Park - Assessment Matrix  
2  NSW Health - Anne Lunnon Skate Park Support Letter  
3  NSW Health - Paul Klarenaar - Director - Health Promotion  
  
Report Prepared By: 
 
Michael Longworth 
Open Space Program Coordinator  
 
Report Approved By: 
 
Ian Andrews 
Senior Coordinator - Open Space Planner and Development 
 
Meryl Bishop 
Manager - Strategic City 
 
Liz Coad 
Acting Director - City Strategy and Planning  
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ITEM 2 (continued) 

Agenda of the Works and Community Committee Report No. 8/16, dated Tuesday 20 
September 2016. 
 
 

 
Background 
 
The following information summarises the history of outdoor youth recreation spaces 
in Ryde.  
 

1985 - Council resolution for a youth space in Ryde 
1990’s - Skate park constructed within Ivanhoe Estate 

 

 
Photo 2: Ivanhoe Estate Skate Park 

 
2006  - DA lodge for construction of a skate facility at 

Meadowbank Park.  
Subsequent to community consultation, DA was 
withdrawn for the following concern raised by the 
community; 

- Noise 
- Unsupervised youths 
- Urban ghetto 
- Graffiti 
- Safety 
- Gangs 

Submissions received were 364 in favour, 20 against 
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ITEM 2 (continued) 

Agenda of the Works and Community Committee Report No. 8/16, dated Tuesday 20 
September 2016. 
 
 

 
2009 - Commenced discussion with Hunters Hill Council 

regarding joint facility 
 

2010 - Gladesville Skate Park opened 
 

 - Instigated by a resolution, a feasibility study was 
undertaken. Top 5 options; 

1. Eastwood Park 
2. Meadowbank Park 
3. Waterloo Park 
4. Wilga Park 
5. Blenheim Park 
 

2010 - 517 people surveyed. 76% in favour of Meadowbank Park 
2010 - Feasibility report for a controlled facility at RALC 

presented to Council. Study reviewed 5 locations within 
Olympic Park and determined that none were suitable. 
Report recommended utilising the site selection criteria 
and assess other areas within the Ryde LGA.  
 

2010 - Unsuccessful discussions held with Macquarie University 
to construct a free to access facility. The University’s 
preference was and remains an indoor managed facility.  
 

Feb 
2012 

- Sport and Recreation Advisory Committee’s Terms of 
Reference expanded to include wheeled sports. 
Renamed to Sport and Recreational and Wheel Sports 
Advisory Committee 
 

May 
2015 

- Council resolution to establish a Skate Park Working 
Group consisting of Councillors, Council staff, and 
community members including local skate boarders and 
Ryde Youth Council. Offer extended to Hunters Hill 
Council which was accepted to participate with the 
Working group and indicated support for the development 
of a new facility within the City of Ryde.  
 

 
Resolution to create the Skate Park Working Group  
 
At its meeting on 12 May 2015, Council resolved the following; 
 

(a) That in a further demonstration of Council's scale and capacity (Fit 
for the Future), the General Manager prepare a report to Council on 
options to expand or enhance the Ryde/Gladesville Skate Park.  
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ITEM 2 (continued) 

Agenda of the Works and Community Committee Report No. 8/16, dated Tuesday 20 
September 2016. 
 
 

 
(b) That Hunters Hill Council be invited to participate in a joint working 

party to discuss options for expansion/enhancement of the facility 
and the establishment of a joint annual skate boarding competition. 

 
(c) That the working party also explore options for the establishment of a 

new (regional) skate park facility elsewhere in the City of Ryde. 
 
(d) That this matter be taken into consideration during the preparation of 

the City of Ryde Sports and Recreation Strategy in 2015. 
 
This report responds to all aspects of this resolution.  
 

July 
2015 

- First meeting of Skate Park Working Group. This meeting 
established background and how to progress the matter 
 

Sept 
2015 

- Second meeting of Skate Park Working Group 

 
Details on the Skate Park Working Group (SPWG) 
 
The SPWG was established to provide guidance on the establishment of regional 
skate facility throughout the City of Ryde. The group consists of Councillors, officers 
from both City of Ryde and Hunters Hill Council, community member from St 
Andrews Soccer Club, Youth Council representatives and two local skaters. The 
group has held six meetings since its inception.  
 
In preparation for the second SPWG meeting (September 2015), officers undertook a 
review of previous skate park reports and recommendations prepared for Council. In 
addition, new sites were identified within the City. This list was presented to the 
SPWG, who considered each site with respect to; proximity to public transport and 
shops, passive surveillance, existing site use, lighting and scale of the space 
available. This process narrowed the list of potential sites to nine sites. Two locations 
were identified within Meadowbank Park.  
 
The SPWG recommended that further investigation of the sites identified be 
undertaken by Council officers. The sites were scored according to an assessment 
matrix (ATTACHMENT 1) that included proximity to schools, parking, public 
transport, shops, park facilities, surrounding residents and the locations passive 
surveillance. The total scores are shown below; 
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ITEM 2 (continued) 

Agenda of the Works and Community Committee Report No. 8/16, dated Tuesday 20 
September 2016. 
 
 

 
Park Name Total 

Olympic Park 101 
Meadowbank Park – near Constitution Rd 109 
Meadowbank Park – near netball courts 110 
Wilga Park 110 
Trafalgar Reserve 111 
Ryde Park near intersection of Blaxland Rd and 
Princes St 

112 

Waterloo Park 118 
Glen Reserve 125 
Eastwood Park – adjacent to lower oval 130 

 
These results were discussed with the SPWG during the third meeting on 14 October 
2015. Once the SPWG debated the merits of the scoring and other issues such as 
the needs for a larger, all purpose skate facility with linkages to adjacent facilities 
(amenities, access, visibility, existing site use) not considered in the assessment, the 
group narrowed the focus to five locations in four parks.  
 
The five sites for further investigation were; Olympic Park, two at Meadowbank Park 
(Constitution Rd and adjacent to the Netball Courts), Ryde Park and Eastwood Park 
(adjacent to the lower oval and the library). Of these sites, Meadowbank Park and 
Eastwood Park were considered as appropriate sites for development within the next 
2-3 years. This decision was based on each sites superior qualities and their ability to 
service the wider community due to access to transport, schools and shops. Olympic 
Park and Ryde Park are considered as longer term sites, to be developed over the 
next 5 – 10 years.  
 
During the fourth meeting (November 2015) of the SPWG, information relating to the 
construction costs and current industry examples were discussed. This discussion 
resolved that the facility developed should be of a hybrid style that combines a range 
of skating styles including street, plaza with a bowl and transition elements. Staff also 
presented analysis of the four sites identified in the third SPWG meeting. The group 
gave consideration to the analysis and requested conceptual designs be prepared for 
a larger facility at Meadowbank Park and Olympic Park with a smaller family friendly 
facility be conceptually developed at Ryde Park near the existing café.  
 
A representation was made during the Council meeting on 17 November 2015 
concerning the location of a skate facility at Eastwood Park that it may compromise 
the functionality of Eastwood Park lower sporting field. Resulting from that 
representation, Council resolved, in part;  
 

 (c) That the Eastwood St Andrews Football Club be advised that Council 
will give no further consideration to a skate park at the Eastwood 
Park. 
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Agenda of the Works and Community Committee Report No. 8/16, dated Tuesday 20 
September 2016. 
 
 

 
Resulting from the resolution, conceptual designs were prepared by a consultant for 
Meadowbank Park (Constitution Rd site), Ryde Park and Olympic Park. The brief 
prepared for this work was to develop concepts that provide a range of skate styles 
that are challenging for all ages and skill levels, in a safe, accessible and visible 
facility suitable for families, events and socialising. The SPWG considered the three 
concept designs at its fifth meeting (February 2016). 
 
Overview of Concept Designs 
 
Meadowbank Park 
The proposed facility at Meadowbank Park near Constitution Rd consisted of 21-23 
varied activities that would appeal to all ages and skill levels. The proposed size of 
the facility allows for a bowl, track and step features covering an area of 
approximately 1,200m2. The design also includes seating, planting, a shelter and 
associated landscape works. 
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The proposed facility is tailored tow

ards a younger and less skilled dem
ographic 

prim
arily due to the colocation w

ith the existing café, playground and adjoining land 
use. The facility w

ould be prim
arily a track linking various elem

ents over an 
approxim

ate size of 650m
2. It also incorporates seating, a shelter and associated 

landscape w
orks.  

 

 
Figure 3: Surrounding land use of R

yde Park 
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Located in the south w

estern corner of O
lym

pic P
ark, boarded by M

argaret and P
otts 

S
t, this facility is predom

inantly a track connecting plaza elem
ents w

ith approxim
ately 

15 various activities. The concept design is based on an area of approxim
ately 

600m
2. The design also includes seating, a shelter and associated landscape w

orks.  
 

 
Figure 5: Surrounding land use of O
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pic Park 
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pic Park Youth Precinct 
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Councillor Workshop 
 
On 24 May 2016 Council staff presented the findings of the SPWG to a Councillor 
workshop. During the workshop, Councillors identified the following concerns; 
 

- Noise and proximity to residents. This was of particular concern relating to 
Meadowbank Park as Council has previously consulted with the community in 
2006 and 2010. Councillors questioned why we were revisiting this site. Site 
analysis however has identified this location as a good site due to colocation 
with other youth facilities, soccer, cricket nets, available parking, access to 
public transport and good visibility from Constitution Rd. 

- The skate facility needs to be more than just about skateboarding. Colocation 
with other elements such as basketball, picnic and BBQ facilities, viewing 
areas, shade and general landscape amenity.  

- Some Councillors considered that Eastwood Park be reconsidered as a 
suitable location.  

 
Meadowbank Park  
 
It is noted that Council has previously lodged a DA for the construction of a skate 
park within Meadowbank Park. It has been questioned why would Council consider 
this location again. Meadowbank Park is considered as an appropriate location for a 
skate facility or outdoor youth space due to its proximity to schools, transport, 
parking, shops(<500m), park facilities and the sites passive surveillance. The only 
other site that possesses the same level of suitability is Eastwood Park.  
 
As a result of Councillor’s concerns regarding the Constitution Rd location within 
Meadowbank Park, alternative locations within the Park have been reviewed. As 
discussed further within this report, industry best practice is to allow a noise buffer of 
between 40 – 47.5 metres to residential properties. The impact zone is depicted in 
blue.  
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As can be seen above, there are two suitable sites within Meadowbank Park that 
balance potential noise impacts and passive surveillance. It is intended that the 
preferred site will be informed by a geotechnical analysis of the park and the 
community consultation will influence this decision.  
 
The proposed location adjacent to the netball courts (central, fig 7) will require the 
relocation of the children’s playground and additional minor park adjustments. The 
playground has been identified for a significant upgrade (Regional level, medium 
priority [<4 years]) in the Children’s Play Implementation Plan 2013. The location 
adjacent to Constitution Rd (central top, fig 7) allows for a potentially larger facility 
incorporating more additional uses and activates the corner of the park.  
 
Eastwood Park 
 
On 17 November 2015, Council resolved that no further consideration be given to a 
skate park at Eastwood Park. Eastwood Park was identified as the best location 
through the site analysis undertaken by the SPWG. As a follow up from the 
Councillor workshop held on 24 May 2016, Council staff set up a meeting with St 
Andrews Football Club. On 17 June 2016, Council officers meet with St Andrew’s 
Football Club to discuss their concerns or objections to a proposed facility. The Club 
expressed that they would be supportive of a facility if it did not compromise the 
current use of Eastwood Park lower oval.  
 
Preliminary discussions with the City’s Community Services unit have indicated that a 
facility adjacent to Eastwood Library could enhance the current operation of the 
library and encourage potentially higher activation of the area. As discussed earlier in 
this report, the site has merit and it is suggested that further investigation and 
consultation is undertaken on a facility within Eastwood Park.  
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Figure 8: Surrounding land use of Eastwood Park 

 
 
Discussion 
 
The following information has been prepared to provide a background understanding 
of various potentially perceived impacts that an outdoor youth recreation facility could 
have on a surrounding environment. If any of the designs proceed to implementation, 
these matters/concerns will be fully investigated at the DA stage of the project.   
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Preliminary Discussions with Police 
 
Council staff contacted Senior Constable Ms Lewis who is the Crime Prevention 
Officer for Ryde Local Area Command. Ms Lewis stated that should Council resolve 
to proceed to community consultation, Police will continue to work with Council 
officers the throughout the design, construction and ongoing activation of a facility.  
 
Preliminary Discussions with NSW Health  
 
NSW Health has provided two letters of support, outlining the range of health benefits 
of an outdoor youth and family recreation facility – ATTACHMENT 2, ATTACHMENT 
3. As each letter demonstrates, the social, mental and physical wellbeing benefits of 
skate parks are well documented in scientific literature. The benefits are not limited to 
direct interaction with the recreation area, but to the wider community. 
 
ATTACHMENT 3 addresses the perception that skate parks cause antisocial 
behaviour. It references a 2014 study that examined 613 skate park users and found 
very few observations of smoking, drinking or littering and a complete absence of 
aggressive behaviour.  
 
Industry Best Practice:  

 
Noise Generation 
 
Within NSW, the EPA’s 2000 Industrial Noise Policy is often used as the default 
when assessing skate facilities. Typically, when noise is not of an industrial nature, 
such as a skate park, the ‘Industrial Noise Criterion’ is generally used. This criterion 
uses an average background noise plus 5dB (decibels).  
 
A study undertaken by J T Acoustics for Blue Mountains City Council sampled three 
skate facilities throughout Sydney to determine the average maximum noise 
generation. The study demonstrated that the average noise generated is 65dB with a 
maximum 69dB produced. The study showed that the maximum noise generated 
would dissipate to a level within 5dB of the existing background level at a distance of 
40m. This is within the acceptable range according to the Industrial Noise Policy.  
 
In addition, Officers reviewed the following documentation to determine industry best 
practice for the distance between skate facilities and adjacent residential land use. 
The findings are summarised in the following table; 
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Document Author Distance to residents 

Proposed Jarrahdale 
Skatepark/BMX 
Community Facility 

Convic 2010 50m 

Skate/BMX Feasibility 
Study 

Convic 2009 50m 

Melrose Junior Skate 
Facility  
 

Blue Mountains City 
Council, 2012 

40m 

Skate/BMX Facility 
Strategic Review 

playce 2013 50m 

Average 47.5m 
Location of closest noise 

generating element 
Distance to sensitive 

noise receptor 
Variation from mean 

Meadowbank Park – 
Constitution Rd 

49m 1.5m 

Meadowbank Park – 
Central 

140m 92.5m 

Ryde Park 28m -19.5m 
Eastwood Park 93m 45.5m 
Olympic Park 25m -22.5m 
 
These findings demonstrate that the average minimal distance to residents for a 
skate facility is 47.5m. Of the five sites tested by the SPWG, three achieve this 
minimal distance; including both locations within Meadowbank Park (identified in 
figure 7) and Eastwood Park.  
 
It must be noted that the amplification of noise from a skate park is determined by 
design and finishes. Higher noise amplification devices such as steel ramps, poorly 
joined concrete and change of surfaces should be avoided. During detailed design, 
the designers will be required to ensure that best practice construction methods are 
used to ensure any noise generated is minimised. This will include not using steel 
ramps.  
 
During detailed design and to support the DA, an acoustic consultant will be engaged 
to establish the existing intensity of ambient noise and provide expert advice on noise 
mitigating design. An additional 5dB will be added (as per the EPA’s Policy), 
establishing the acceptable distance the skate facility can be from the residential 
properties.  
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Passive Surveillance 
 
Through a detailed review of skate parks throughout Sydney and discussions with 
Council’s consultant, successful and vandalism free skate facilities require good 
passive surveillance. Passive surveillance can be provided by collocating facilities 
adjacent to roads, shops and housing. Passive surveillance is also improved by 
accommodating a variety of recreational pursuits in the facility, as this attracts more 
users.  
 
Skate Facility 
 
To encourage maximum activation of the facility, Council’s consultants recommended 
that the proposed skate facility be incorporated in a larger youth recreation facility. 
This larger facility could include basketball (full or half courts), ping pong tables, wifi 
provision, outdoor stage, hit up walls, essentially a teenage playspace. This would 
ensure that the facility provides for a range of age groups fostering increased social 
and mental wellbeing.  
 
Funding and project approach  
 
The 2016/17 Operational Plan has funding identified for community consultation and 
detailed design. In addition, funding is identified to undertake masterplans for 
Eastwood Park and Meadowbank Park.  
 

Project Title 2016/17 2017/18 

Construction of Skate Facilities within 
City of Ryde 

$100,000 $1,500,000 

Update Open Space Plans of 
Management and Site Masterplans 

$100,000 $100,000 

Development of the Olympic Park 
Strategic Plan and Master Plan 

$150,000 $50,000 

 
This funding will be utilised to undertake comprehensive community consultation for 
the location resolved.  
 
Considerations 
 
The following needs to be taken into consideration to identify the preferred option; 
 

a) As outlined above, during 2016/17 – 2017/18 a strategic plan for the future of 
Olympic Park and RALC will be prepared. This masterplan will consider 
opportunities for the provision of skate facilities. Therefore, this report will 
recommend not progressing the Olympic Park concept at this stage.  
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b) Due to the limited budget for community consultation, detailed design and 

construction, it is suggested that Ryde Park should not progress at this stage, 
therefore two integrated facilities are proposed. 

 
c)   Concept designs for the outdoor youth and recreation facilities will be prepared 

for both Eastwood Park and Meadowbank Park prior to work being undertaken 
for consideration. 

 
d) Funding is identified for Eastwood Park and Meadowbank Park to undertake 

Masterplans. These masterplans will integrate the proposed skate facilities 
into the overall use of the park. 

 
Skate Park Working Group Recommendations 
 
In light of the considerations above, at its meeting on Thursday 21 July the SPWG 
proposed the following recommendations to Council; 
 

(a) That Meadowbank Park and Eastwood Park proceed to community 
consultation for the development of an outdoor youth recreation area at both 
locations. 

 
(b) That Olympic Park and Ryde Park be considered at a later time subject to 

additional works being undertaken.  
 
The following is the proposed approach to the community consultation for Eastwood 
and Meadowbank Park; 
 

I. Undertake community consultation for the outdoor youth recreation facilities 
for Eastwood and Meadowbank, and then complete the masterplans.  

 
# Stage Indicative Timeframe 

1 Undertake community consultation for outdoor youth 
recreation facilities including skate facilities  at Eastwood 
and Meadowbank 

6 months 

2 Final concept designs for the two sites through 
community consultation including existing user groups 

3 months 

3 Council report to adopt each final concept design 2 months 
4 Development Assessment 6 months 
5 Construction 8 months 
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Conclusion 
 
To address the demand for a youth outdoor recreation space, this report 
recommends; 
 

 That Council endorse the recommendations of the Skate Park Working Group 
with the selection of Eastwood Park and Meadowbank Park as the best 
locations to locate an outdoor youth and family recreation space. 

 
 That Council endorse undertaking consultation with the community and 

stakeholders regarding the location and design of an outdoor youth and family 
recreation facility within both Eastwood Park and Meadowbank Park.  

 
 That  Council write to NSW Health and NSW Police inviting them to continue 

to participate in the development of these projects and thank them for their 
submissions.  
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3 SMALL GRANTS PROGRAM - ALLOCATION OF FUNDING SEPTEMBER 
2016  

Report prepared by: Senior Coordinator - Community Services 
       File No.: GRP/09/5/9 - BP16/1036  
 

REPORT SUMMARY 
 
Council Grants program is made up of the Community Grants Scheme which 
consists of four categories being; Seniors, Capacity Building, Sports and Recreation, 
and Community Projects and the Small Grants Scheme. The Community Grants 
program was adopted in December 2014 under the Community Grants Policy 
(ATTACHMENT 1). 
 
The Small Grants Scheme is designed to respond to changing circumstances and 
emerging issues within the City of Ryde, enabling community groups and small 
organisations to submit their applications outside of the annual Grants cycle. The 
Small Grants assessments are conducted on a quarterly basis through the course of 
the year. (ATTACHMENT 2).  
 
The Small Grants Scheme is promoted and advertised through Council’s website, 
local newspaper, shopping centres, Council’s rate notice insert and at community 
interagency meetings. Under the Community Grants Policy, funding of up to $1,000 
per application is available for Small Grants. 
 
Within the current quarterly funding round for Small Grants which closed on 12 
August 2016, Council received one funding application.  
 
This report provides an update on the Small Grants application and makes a 
recommendation as to the outcome of that application. 
 
RECOMMENDATION: 
 
(a) That Council endorse the allocation of The City of Ryde Small Grants 

Category as follows: 
 

Organisation Project Name Amount 

Holy Land Cultural and 
Community Assoc. Inc.  

Building bridges, connecting 
and communicating 

$1,000 

 Total $1,000 

 
(b) That the successful Grant applicant be informed of the outcome of their 

application. 
 
(c) That the remaining funding available of $39,000 in the Community Grant 

Reserve continues to be set aside for the Small Grants Scheme. 
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ATTACHMENTS 
1  Community Grants Policy - December 2014  
2  Community Grants - Small Grants Guidelines  
 
Report Prepared By: 
 
Persis Koo 
Senior Coordinator - Community Services  
 
Report Approved By: 
 
Paul Chidzero  
Manager - Community Services 
 
Jill Webb 
Acting Director - Corporate and Community Services  
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Background 
 
As part of Council’s Community Grants initiative the Small Grants Scheme was 
launched on 10 August 2015. This scheme is designed to respond to changing 
circumstances and emerging issues in the City of Ryde and enables community 
groups and small organisations to apply for Small Grants funding outside of the 
annual Community Grants cycle. 
 
The aim of the Small Grants Scheme is to: 
 
•  Enable small projects that emerge outside of Council’s annual Grants program 

to be submitted. 
 
•  Allows Council to respond effectively to changing circumstances within the 

community by providing a responsive program that can support emerging ideas 
and organisations. 

 
• Enables small organisations to access Small Grants throughout the course of 

the year. 
  
Discussion 
 
The Small Grants submissions process is open through the course of the year and 
applications are assessed on a quarterly basis. This current round closed on 12 
August 2016.  
  
Under the Community Grants Policy the proposed activities have to be undertaken 
within12 months from the date of notification that the application has been 
successful. 
 
Applicants can only apply for a Small Grant once within a financial year and the 
maximum funding under this scheme is to $1,000 per application. 

 
In this current round, one application was received. The application was 
recommended for funding as it meets the criteria specified within the Small Grants 
Guidelines. The application was assessed by staff from Community Services in line 
with the Small Grants Guidelines. 
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Organisation Project Name Project Summary 
Amount 
Sought 

Holy Land Cultural 
and Community 
Assoc. Inc. 

Building bridges, 
connecting and 
communicating 

To provide settlement 
support to Palestinian 
refugees to integrate into 
Australia through linking 
them with mainstream 
service providers and 
participate in cultural and 
social support activities. 

$1,000 

  Total $1,000 

 
Financial Implications 
 
The application recommended for this round of Small Grants funding total’s $1,000.  
 
The funding available for future Small Grants is $39,000 and by approving this 
application there are no financial implications to Council. 
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