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LATE ITEM 

13 NAMING OF NEW SKATE FACILITY IN MEADOWBANK PARK  

Report prepared by: Coordinator - Parks Operations 
       File No.: GRP/09/3/17 - BP19/307  
 

 
REPORT SUMMARY 
 
At its meeting on 26 February 2019, Council resolved that staff consult with the Sport 
and Recreation and Wheeled Sports Advisory Committee (SRAC) and the Ryde 
District Historical Society in relation to a name for the new recreation facility within 
Meadowbank Park.  Staff also consulted with members of Council’s Heritage 
Advisory Committee to obtain feedback on a name for this facility.  Due to the school 
holidays, and Easter festivities in particular, the Works and Community Committee 
meeting on 14 May, has been the earliest opportunity at which staff could provide 
details to Councillors of the feedback received. 

 
Due to the limited time between the Council resolution and the completion of the 
construction works in early April (official opening on the 27 April), it was not possible 
to raise this matter on an agenda of a scheduled meeting for either of the Advisory 
Committee in order to obtain a response for Council in a timely manner.  Therefore, 
each member of the SRAC and the Heritage Advisory Committee was contacted via 
e-mail and asked to provide feedback on a suitable name for the facility. The table 
within the body of this report outlines the different names proposed by the individual 
members of the two committees and the number of nominations each name received. 
These suggestions have been made by committee members as individuals and are 
not on behalf of the community groups which they are representatives of.   
 
The Ryde District Historical Society met on Friday 12 April and suggested Bennett or 
Captain Bennett Park.  Captain Bennett built Meadowbank House which once stood 
where the tennis courts are now.  He traded with the Pacific Islands and moored his 
vessels in Charity Creek. 
 
Council officers have drafted a policy as per the Council resolution on 26 February 
2019 regarding the naming of parks and park facilities which is provided in 
attachment 1. This Policy has been written in line with the guidelines published by the 
Geographical Names Board of New South Wales (GNB), provided in attachment 2, 
who are the official body for naming and recording details of places and geographical 
names. This report seeks Council’s endorsement to place on public exhibition the 
draft Naming of Parks and Park Facilities Policy.  
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The draft policy proposes guiding principles when considering naming of a park or 
facility within a park based on the guidelines published by the GNB. These include 
being relevant to Australian, preferably local, history, local landscape and physical 
characteristics (the facility being a Skate Park), complementary with and sensitive to 
existing names of adjoining assets (Meadowbank Park in the suburb of 
Meadowbank) and being short and simple - preferably two to three words. 
 
Including the word Ryde in the name is not considered suitable, as there is another 
skate space in the Lachlan’s Line development and other similar spaces may be built 
within Ryde in the future, which may be a point of confusion for residents and visitors.  
The other proposed names by advisory committee members were also considered to 
not be short and simple as specified in the guiding principles of the draft policy.  The 
suggestion provided by the Ryde District Historical Society was not considered to be 
complimentary to the name of the adjoining asset, Meadowbank Park in the suburb of 
Meadowbank, and would again act as a point of confusion for residents and visitors 
to the area. Staff have received reports of food delivery services being utilised by 
users of the Skate Park and deliveries being made to nearby residents.  Naming the 
facility, Meadowbank Skate Park, will assist in clarifying the location for these 
services when such requests are made. 
 
Noting that the facility is now in use and the timeframe (up to 4 months) that it will 
take for the Naming of Parks and Park Facilities Policy to be adopted by Council, 
following a public exhibition period, staff‘ have recommended a name for the facility 
giving consideration to the guiding principles outlined in the draft policy.  Should 
Council resolve a name for the area, it will allow for the related signage to be finalised 
and installed.  The name will only be recognised at a local government level and not 
require to be approved by the GNB.  The name Meadowbank Skate Park will allow 
for clear community identification, and to enable clear communication in times of 
emergency.  
 
 
RECOMMENDATION: 
 
(a) That Council name the new recreation facility within Meadowbank Park 

“Meadowbank Skate Park” in line with the Draft Naming of Parks and Park 
Facilities Policy attached to this report. 

 
(b) That Council place the draft Naming of Parks and Park Facilities Policy on 

public exhibition for a period of 28 days. 
 
(c) That should no objections be received during the public exhibition period 

Council adopt the policy. 
 
(d) That should any submissions be made objecting to the policy during the public 

exhibition period, a further report be prepared for Council’s consideration. 
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ATTACHMENTS 
1  Draft Naming of Parks and Park Facilities Policy  
2  Geographical Names Board Guidelines 2019  
  
Report Prepared By: 
 
Geoff Frost 
Coordinator - Parks Operations  
 
Report Approved By: 
 
Simon James 
Manager - Parks 
 
Wayne Rylands 
Director - City Works  
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Discussion 
 
At its meeting on 26 February 2019, Council resolved: 
 

(a) That the City of Ryde congratulate Councillor Roy Maggio and all previous 
Councillors who supported the City of Ryde sporting community for 
pursuing a skate park in the City of Ryde. 

 
(b) That Council request the Sport and Recreation and Wheeled Sports 

Advisory Committee and the Ryde District Historical Society provide 
Council with a suitable name for the facility. 

 
(c) That the General Manager prepares a report to Council suggesting a 

formal policy for naming parks and facilities. 
 
Members of Council’s Sport and Recreation and Wheeled Sports Advisory 
Committee and the Heritage Advisory Committee were contacted via e-mail on Friday 
8 March.  Responses were received by Council staff up until Monday, 25 March.   
 
When staff sent an e-mail to the SRAC and the Heritage Advisory Committee on the 
matter, the following guidance was provided: 
 
In relation to place names that the Geographical Names Board has the following 
guidelines in relation to naming conventions:- 
 
‘…to ensure clear community identification of what name applies to which place or 
feature, and to enable clear communication in times of emergency, for delivery of 
services and, in many cases, as a reminder of our history’. 
  
The following names have been utilised in the production of previous community 
consultation material and reports to Council. 
  
- Meadowbank Park Outdoor Youth and Family Recreation Space 
- Ryde Outdoor Youth and Family Recreation Space. 
- Ryde Outdoor Youth Space 
  
The names of other similar facilities in the surrounding area that include a skate / 
scooter element. 
  
- Gladesville Skatepark – Hunters Hill Council  
- Five Dock Skate Park – City of Canada Bay 
- Berowra Skate Park – Hornsby Shire Council 
- Forestville War Memorial Playing Fields Skate Park - Northern Beaches Council  
- Cherrybrook Skate Park – Hornsby Shire Council 
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For the official opening of the facility, no name has been identified for the space.  A 
name will be added to the facility signage following a resolution of Council. 
 
Proposed Name Nominations Nominated by member of 
Ryde Outdoor Youth Space 3 1 x Heritage Advisory 

Committee Member 
2 x SRAC Members 

Ryde Outdoor Youth and Family 
Recreation Space 

2 2 x SRAC Members 

Ryde Youth and Family Outdoor Space 1 1 x SRAC Member 
Meadowbank Park Outdoor Youth and 
Family Recreation Space 

1 1 x Heritage Advisory 
Committee Member 

Meadowbank Recreation Reserve 1 1 x Heritage Advisory 
Committee Member 

Meadowbank Park Recreation Space  
 

1 1 x SRAC Member 

Meadowbank Park Recreation Area 1 1 x SRAC Member 
Charity Creek 1 1 x Heritage Advisory 

Committee Member 
 
The Ryde District Historical Society met on Friday 12 April and provided their 
suggestion for name of the area which was Bennett or Captain Bennett Park. 
 
The Draft Parks and Park Facilities Policy is provided in attachment 1.  This report 
seeks Council’s endorsement to place on public exhibition. It has been written in line 
with the guidelines published by the Geographical Names Board of New South 
Wales, who are the official body for naming and recording details of places and 
geographical names. 
 
Financial Implications 
 
Adoption of the recommendation will have no financial impact. 
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