
 

 

 
Extraordinary Council Meeting 

AGENDA NO. 6/22 
 
 
 
Meeting Date: Tuesday 10 May 2022 
Location: Council Chambers, Level 1A, 1 Pope Street, Ryde and Online 
Time:  6.00pm 
 
 

Council Meetings will be recorded on audio tape for minute-taking purposes  
as authorised by the Local Government Act 1993.  Council Meetings will also be webcast. 
 
 

NOTICE OF BUSINESS 
 

Item Page 
 
1 REVIEW OF COUNCIL'S CODE OF MEETING PRACTICE - 

OUTCOMES OF PUBLIC EXHIBITION ........................................................... 1 
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Agenda of the Extraordinary Council Meeting No. 6/22, dated Tuesday 10 May 2022. 
 

1 REVIEW OF COUNCIL'S CODE OF MEETING PRACTICE - OUTCOMES OF 
PUBLIC EXHIBITION  

Report prepared by: Civic Services Manager 
       File No.: CLR/07/8/9/3 - BP22/187  
 

 
REPORT SUMMARY 
 
Following extensive consultation, a new Model Code of Meeting Practice for Local 
Councils in New South Wales (Model Meeting Code) was prescribed under the 
Local Government (General) Regulation 2021 (the Regulation) on 12 November 
2021.  As a result, Council considered a new Code of Meeting Practice at its 
meeting on 22 March 2022. 
 
The new Model Meeting Code contains mandatory and non-mandatory provisions 
and Council is required to adopt a Code of Meeting Practice that incorporates the 
mandatory provisions of the Model Meeting Code prescribed by the Regulation. 
 
The draft Code of Meeting Practice (March 2022) was placed on public exhibition, 
with submissions being accepted from Wednesday, 23 March 2022 until Tuesday, 
3 May 2022.  A total of three (3) submissions have been received and these are set 
out in the report. 
 
This report discusses the outcomes of the public exhibition of the draft Code of 
Meeting Practice (March 2022) and is presented to Council for its consideration 
and formal adoption of the Code of Meeting Practice. 
 

 
RECOMMENDATION: 
 
That as formal exhibition has concluded, Council adopt the Code of Meeting 
Practice (March 2022). 
 

 
ATTACHMENTS 
1  Draft Code of Meeting Practice (March 2022)  

  
Report Prepared By: 
 
Amanda Janvrin 
Civic Services Manager  
 
Report Approved By: 
 
John Schanz 
Manager - Corporate Governance 
 
Mark Eady 
Director - Corporate Services   
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ITEM 1 (continued) 

Agenda of the Extraordinary Council Meeting No. 6/22, dated Tuesday 10 May 2022. 
 

 
Report 
 
Following extensive consultation, a new Model Code of Meeting Practice for Local 
Councils in New South Wales (Model Meeting Code) was prescribed under the Local 
Government (General) Regulation 2021 (the Regulation) on 12 November 2021.  As 
a result, Council considered a new Code of Meeting Practice at its meeting on 22 
March 2022.  A copy of the draft Code of Meeting Practice (March 2022) is provided 
for in ATTACHMENT 1. 
 
The new Model Meeting Code contains mandatory and non-mandatory provisions 
and Council is required to adopt a Code of Meeting Practice that incorporates the 
mandatory provisions of the Model Meeting Code prescribed by the Regulation. 
 
Discussion 
 
At its meeting held on 22 March 2022, Council considered the draft Code of Meeting 
Practice (March 2022) and resolved as follows:- 
 

(a) That Council endorse the draft Code of Meeting Practice (March 2022), to 
be placed on public exhibition from 23 March 2022 to 3 May 2022, in 
accordance with Section 361 of the Local Government Act 1993. 

 
(b) That a further report be provided to Council at its meeting on 24 May 2022 

setting out any submissions received and to consider adoption of the new 
draft Code of Meeting Practice. 

 
Exhibition of the draft Code of Meeting Practice 
 
As prescribed by Section 361 of the Local Government Act, 1993, before adopting a 
new Code of Meeting Practice, Council is required to exhibit a draft of the Code for at 
least 28 days and provide members of the community at least 42 days to provide any 
feedback or comments on the draft Code of Meeting Practice. 
 
Accordingly, the draft Code was placed on public exhibition, with submissions being 
accepted between 23 March 2022 and 3 May 2022. 
 
A total of three (3) submissions have been received, all against the removal of public 
address.  The submissions are set out below verbatim:- 
 
1. ‘I am against the proposal to discontinue speech if any one is willing to address 

the issue in person, which means I can’t hear any other people’s real voices. It 
is not acceptable!’ 

 
2. ‘I oppose this draft to remove speech submission.’ 
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ITEM 1 (continued) 

Agenda of the Extraordinary Council Meeting No. 6/22, dated Tuesday 10 May 2022. 
 

 
3. ‘Hi I am very disappointed that council wantst (sic) to remove the option of make 

a speech from public regarding to written submission. In my opinion this council 
doesn't want to have high level of transparency and accountability of its decision 
making. As far as I know, member of public cannot easily access other people 
written submission to the council. With public speech, member of public can 
have a glimpse of the issue. Then enhanced by debate on the council chamber, 
a sound resolution is made. Without public address, we just have to assume 
council have already made good decision regardless if the report is biased, 
corrupted or not.  To maintain the high standard of council meeting, I strongly 
urge council to continue to include address to council function in current council 
meeting format.’ 

 
This report is presented to Council for consideration of the submissions received and 
recommends adoption of the Code of Meeting Practice. 
 
It should be noted that if Council resolves to make further amendments to the draft 
Code it will be required to publicly exhibit the amended draft in accordance with the 
Act.  Alternatively, if the amendments are considered not substantial, the amended 
draft Code may be adopted without public exhibition (Section 362, Local Government 
Act 1993). 
 
Critical Dates 
 
The new Model Meeting Code contains mandatory and non-mandatory provisions 
and Council must adopt a Code of Meeting Practice that incorporates the mandatory 
provisions of the Model Meeting Code prescribed by the Regulation, within 12 
months of the local government elections.  It should be noted, however, that the 
repeal date for Section 237 of the Regulation which exempts Councils from the 
requirement under Clause 5.2 of the previous iteration of the Model Meeting Code for 
Councillors to be personally present at meetings in order to participate in them has 
been extended to 30 June 2022.  Therefore, Councils who wish to continue allowing 
attendance by audio-visual link at meetings must have exhibited and adopted a new 
Meeting Code incorporating those provisions by 30 June 2022.  If Councils have not 
adopted a new Meeting Code that allows Councillors to attend meetings by audio-
visual link, they will not be permitted to do so after that date. 
 
Financial Implications 
 
Adoption of these recommendations will have no financial impact. 
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ITEM 1 (continued) ATTACHMENT 1 

Agenda of the Extraordinary Council Meeting No. 6/22, dated Tuesday 10 May 2022. 
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ITEM 1 (continued) ATTACHMENT 1 

Agenda of the Extraordinary Council Meeting No. 6/22, dated Tuesday 10 May 2022. 
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ITEM 1 (continued) ATTACHMENT 1 

Agenda of the Extraordinary Council Meeting No. 6/22, dated Tuesday 10 May 2022. 
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Agenda of the Extraordinary Council Meeting No. 6/22, dated Tuesday 10 May 2022. 
 

  



  
 

Council Reports  Page 8 
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Agenda of the Extraordinary Council Meeting No. 6/22, dated Tuesday 10 May 2022. 
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Agenda of the Extraordinary Council Meeting No. 6/22, dated Tuesday 10 May 2022. 
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Agenda of the Extraordinary Council Meeting No. 6/22, dated Tuesday 10 May 2022. 
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Agenda of the Extraordinary Council Meeting No. 6/22, dated Tuesday 10 May 2022. 
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Agenda of the Extraordinary Council Meeting No. 6/22, dated Tuesday 10 May 2022. 
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Agenda of the Extraordinary Council Meeting No. 6/22, dated Tuesday 10 May 2022. 
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Agenda of the Extraordinary Council Meeting No. 6/22, dated Tuesday 10 May 2022. 
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Agenda of the Extraordinary Council Meeting No. 6/22, dated Tuesday 10 May 2022. 
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Agenda of the Extraordinary Council Meeting No. 6/22, dated Tuesday 10 May 2022. 
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Agenda of the Extraordinary Council Meeting No. 6/22, dated Tuesday 10 May 2022. 
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Agenda of the Extraordinary Council Meeting No. 6/22, dated Tuesday 10 May 2022. 
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Agenda of the Extraordinary Council Meeting No. 6/22, dated Tuesday 10 May 2022. 
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Agenda of the Extraordinary Council Meeting No. 6/22, dated Tuesday 10 May 2022. 
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Agenda of the Extraordinary Council Meeting No. 6/22, dated Tuesday 10 May 2022. 
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Agenda of the Extraordinary Council Meeting No. 6/22, dated Tuesday 10 May 2022. 
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Agenda of the Extraordinary Council Meeting No. 6/22, dated Tuesday 10 May 2022. 
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Agenda of the Extraordinary Council Meeting No. 6/22, dated Tuesday 10 May 2022. 
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Agenda of the Extraordinary Council Meeting No. 6/22, dated Tuesday 10 May 2022. 
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Agenda of the Extraordinary Council Meeting No. 6/22, dated Tuesday 10 May 2022. 
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Agenda of the Extraordinary Council Meeting No. 6/22, dated Tuesday 10 May 2022. 
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Agenda of the Extraordinary Council Meeting No. 6/22, dated Tuesday 10 May 2022. 
 

  



  
 

Council Reports  Page 29 
 
ITEM 1 (continued) ATTACHMENT 1 

Agenda of the Extraordinary Council Meeting No. 6/22, dated Tuesday 10 May 2022. 
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Agenda of the Extraordinary Council Meeting No. 6/22, dated Tuesday 10 May 2022. 
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Agenda of the Extraordinary Council Meeting No. 6/22, dated Tuesday 10 May 2022. 
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Agenda of the Extraordinary Council Meeting No. 6/22, dated Tuesday 10 May 2022. 
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Agenda of the Extraordinary Council Meeting No. 6/22, dated Tuesday 10 May 2022. 
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Agenda of the Extraordinary Council Meeting No. 6/22, dated Tuesday 10 May 2022. 
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Agenda of the Extraordinary Council Meeting No. 6/22, dated Tuesday 10 May 2022. 
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Agenda of the Extraordinary Council Meeting No. 6/22, dated Tuesday 10 May 2022. 
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Agenda of the Extraordinary Council Meeting No. 6/22, dated Tuesday 10 May 2022. 
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Agenda of the Extraordinary Council Meeting No. 6/22, dated Tuesday 10 May 2022. 
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Agenda of the Extraordinary Council Meeting No. 6/22, dated Tuesday 10 May 2022. 
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Agenda of the Extraordinary Council Meeting No. 6/22, dated Tuesday 10 May 2022. 
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Agenda of the Extraordinary Council Meeting No. 6/22, dated Tuesday 10 May 2022. 
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Agenda of the Extraordinary Council Meeting No. 6/22, dated Tuesday 10 May 2022. 
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Agenda of the Extraordinary Council Meeting No. 6/22, dated Tuesday 10 May 2022. 
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Agenda of the Extraordinary Council Meeting No. 6/22, dated Tuesday 10 May 2022. 
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Agenda of the Extraordinary Council Meeting No. 6/22, dated Tuesday 10 May 2022. 
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Agenda of the Extraordinary Council Meeting No. 6/22, dated Tuesday 10 May 2022. 
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Agenda of the Extraordinary Council Meeting No. 6/22, dated Tuesday 10 May 2022. 
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Agenda of the Extraordinary Council Meeting No. 6/22, dated Tuesday 10 May 2022. 
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Agenda of the Extraordinary Council Meeting No. 6/22, dated Tuesday 10 May 2022. 
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Agenda of the Extraordinary Council Meeting No. 6/22, dated Tuesday 10 May 2022. 
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