
 

 

 
Council Meeting 

AGENDA NO. 4/23 
 
 
 
Meeting Date: Wednesday 26 April 2023 
Location: Council Chambers, Level 1A, 1 Pope Street, Ryde and Online 
Time:  6.00pm 
 
 

Council Meetings will be recorded on audio tape for minute-taking purposes  
as authorised by the Local Government Act 1993.  Council Meetings will also be webcast. 
 

Statement of Ethical Obligations 
Councillors are reminded of their Oath or Affirmation of Office made under Section 233A of the 
Local Government Act 1993 and their obligation under Council’s Code of Conduct to disclose 

and appropriately manage Conflicts of Interest. 
 
 

NOTICE OF BUSINESS 
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Agenda of the Council Meeting No. 4/23, dated Wednesday, 26 April 2023. 
 

LATE COUNCIL REPORT 

13 REPORT FOR THE INFORMATION OF COUNCIL - EVALUATION REPORT: 
CITY OF RYDE INTERNATIONAL DELEGATION VISIT TO TAIWAN SMART 
CITY SUMMIT AND EXPO, MARCH 2023  

Report prepared by: Executive Officer - City Economy 
       File No.: GRP/23/12 - BP23/206  
 

 
REPORT SUMMARY 
 
This report seeks to respond to the requirements outlined in Council Report No. 13 
– CITY OF RYDE INTERNATIONAL DELEGATION VISIT TO TAIWAN (listed on 
the Meeting Agenda for 28 February 2023) and the subsequent resolution of 
Council at the same meeting (MM2/23). 
 

 
RECOMMENDATION: 
 
That Council receive and note this report. 
 

 
ATTACHMENTS 
1  Evaluation Report - Taiwan Delegation  
2  Itinerary - Taiwan Smart City Expo and Summit  

  
Report Prepared By: 
 
Daniel Hughes 
Executive Officer - City Economy  
 
Report Approved By: 
 
Michael Galderisi 
General Manager - City Shaping  
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ITEM 13 (continued) 

Agenda of the Council Meeting No. 4/23, dated Wednesday, 26 April 2023. 
 

 
Discussion 
 
Previous resolution of Council 
 
At its meeting on 28 February 2023, Council resolved as follows (MM2/23): 
 
(a) That Council notes participation in the Smart City Summit & Expo could help 

deliver economic and social benefits to the City of Ryde. 
 
(b) That Council notes the new International Relations Policy has a strong focus on 

good governance, transparency, evaluation, and reporting. 
 
(c) That Council notes to minimise the financial burden of its operations on the City 

of Ryde’s ratepayers, Council resolves:- 
 

1. That Council Report No. 13 – CITY OF RYDE INTERNATIONAL 
DELEGATION VISIT TO TAIWAN and Council Report No. 20 – 
INTERNATIONAL RELATIONS POLICY (listed on this Meeting Agenda) be 
dealt with in conjunction with this Mayor Minute. 

 
2. That instead of the recommendations in Council Report No. 13 – CITY OF 

RYDE INTERNATIONAL DELEGATION VISIT TO TAIWAN (listed on this 
Meeting Agenda), that Council:- 

 
i. Accepts the invitation from the Taipei Economic and Cultural Office to 

participate in the Smart City Summit & Expo (the Summit) in Taiwan 
from 27 March to 31 March 2023, which also incorporates the 
associated 2050 Net Zero City Leaders Summit, meetings with 
delegations from over 30 countries, major multinational companies, 
the Smart City Mayors’ Summit, and over 10 City and Regional 
governments. 

 
ii. Endorses the Mayor, Councillor Sarkis Yedelian OAM to attend the 

Summit, as Council’s VIP representative. 
 
iii. Nominates Councillor Brown, Chief Executive Officer, General 

Manager – City Shaping and Executive Officer – City Economy 
attend this summit.  

 
iv. Noting the financial contributions being made by the Taipei Economic 

and Cultural Office, including the Mayor’s airfares, ensure no City of 
Ryde money shall be spent on the Mayor or Councillor delegates 
whatsoever, meaning food and incidentals not covered by tour 
providers (including airfares for Councillor delegates) will be at the 
personal expense of each delegate. 
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ITEM 13 (continued) 

Agenda of the Council Meeting No. 4/23, dated Wednesday, 26 April 2023. 
 

 
v. Notes the obligations of delegates set out in Council Report No. 13 – 

CITY OF RYDE INTERNATIONAL DELEGATION VISIT TO TAIWAN 
(listed on this Meeting Agenda), including those relating to 
evaluation, disclosure, and reporting back to Council.  
 

3. That Council endorse the Council meeting scheduled to be held on 
Tuesday, 28 March 2023 be moved to Tuesday, 4 April 2023 (due to the 
Mayor, Councillor and/or staff attendance at the Summit from 27 to 31 
March 2023). 

 
Evaluation Report 
 
• Council staff have prepared a report, attached, evaluating the City of Ryde’s 

participation in the 2023 Smart City Summit & Expo in Taiwan. This report 
addresses the following: 
 
o Background on the City of Ryde, including a snapshot on the City, Macquarie 

Park Innovation District, and Macquarie University. 
 
o A statement of compliance with Council policy and resolutions. 
 
o Background information on Australia-Taiwanese relations, including the 

economic opportunities that could be pursued in the City of Ryde. 
 
o An overview of the 2023 Smart City Summit & Expo, including a detailed 

account of the 39 different meetings delegates from the City of Ryde 
participated in. 

 
o A summary of topics covered in the Net Zero City Leaders Summit and the 

Smart City Mayor’s Summit: Mayors’ Roundtable, of which delegates from 
the City of Ryde observed. 

 
o An account of the City of Ryde’s visit to Hsinchu County for additional 

meetings (in place of a day of cultural tours arranged as part of the summit). 
 
o A high-level evaluation of the delegation to Taiwan, including a description of 

costs and the identification of potential benefits for the City of Ryde. 
 

o A conclusion that summarises whether participation in the 2023 Smart City 
Summit & Expo created value for the City of Ryde.  

 
o A comprehensive itinerary of the meetings and activities undertaken by the 

City of Ryde delegation.  
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ITEM 13 (continued) 

Agenda of the Council Meeting No. 4/23, dated Wednesday, 26 April 2023. 
 

 
Pecuniary Interests disclosures 
 
• All Council delegates, staff and Councillors, have included the delegation to 

Taiwan in an updated Pecuniary Interest Form submitted to Council’s Governance 
Team prior to the meeting of the Council on 26 April 2023. 

 
Ongoing pursuit of MoUs and direct investment into the City of Ryde 
 
• In an effort to be transparent, the Evaluation Report includes the identification of 

ongoing activities with institutions, cities, and companies. These matters are 
sensitive, and in part commercial-in-confidence. 
 

• In accordance with Council’s International Relations Policy MoU will be reported 
on to Council for consideration, following an objective assessment of their merit 
and ability to deliver benefits to the City of Ryde. 
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ITEM 13 (continued) ATTACHMENT 1 

Agenda of the Council Meeting No. 4/23, dated Wednesday, 26 April 2023. 
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ITEM 13 (continued) ATTACHMENT 1 

Agenda of the Council Meeting No. 4/23, dated Wednesday, 26 April 2023. 
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ITEM 13 (continued) ATTACHMENT 1 

Agenda of the Council Meeting No. 4/23, dated Wednesday, 26 April 2023. 
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ITEM 13 (continued) ATTACHMENT 1 

Agenda of the Council Meeting No. 4/23, dated Wednesday, 26 April 2023. 
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Agenda of the Council Meeting No. 4/23, dated Wednesday, 26 April 2023. 
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