
 

 

 
Council Meeting 

AGENDA NO. 13/23 
 
 
 
Meeting Date: Tuesday 28 November 2023 
Location: Council Chambers, Level 1A, 1 Pope Street, Ryde and Online 
Time:  6.00pm 
 
 

Council Meetings will be recorded on audio tape for minute-taking purposes  
as authorised by the Local Government Act 1993.  Council Meetings will also be webcast. 
 

Statement of Ethical Obligations 
Councillors are reminded of their Oath or Affirmation of Office made under Section 233A of the 
Local Government Act 1993 and their obligation under Council’s Code of Conduct to disclose 

and appropriately manage Conflicts of Interest. 
 
 

NOTICE OF BUSINESS 
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Agenda of the Council Meeting No. 13/23, dated Tuesday, 28 November 2023. 
 

LATE COUNCIL REPORTS 

12 REJECTION OF GRANT FROM STATE GOVERNMENT FOR THE 
EASTWOOD COMMUNITY CENTRE  

Report prepared by: Senior Coordinator - Infrastructure Services 
       File No.: GRP/23/11 - BP23/736  
 
REPORT SUMMARY 
 
On the 26 September 2023, Council resolved that the Chief Executive Officer of the 
City of Ryde: 
 

(a) Explores avenues to reinstate the State Government’s original grant offer of 
$400,000 for the planning and design of a community centre on top of the 
newly built Rowe Street East car park and report back to the October 
Ordinary Council meeting. 
 

(b) Prepare a report to the next Council meeting outlining which staff and 
Councillors were aware of the decision, and what processes and discussions 
were had about the decision, before the email was sent to Councillor Purcell. 

 
This report has been prepared in response to item (b) of the above Council 
Resolution.   
 
Council staff received information on the 1 August 2023 from the Community 
Engagement Group of the NSW Premier’s Department pertaining to the Local Small 
Commitments Allocation (LSCA). The communication outlined the LSCA Program, a 
$32.7 million grants initiative managed by the NSW Government, providing $400,000 
to each NSW electorate for small local projects benefiting community wellbeing. 
 
The Executive Leadership Team assessed Council's ineligibility for the LSCA grant 
based on the attached LSCA Program guidelines (ATTACHMENT 1). Specifically, 
the absence of a project for a Korean Cultural Centre in Council’s Delivery Program 
or Operational Plan led to the rejection of this specific grant offer. Allocating a 
substantial sum of money not designated by the Council for this project was deemed 
financially unfeasible. 
 
Consequently, a letter declining the grant was circulated to all Councillors via a 
Council Information Bulletin (CIB) on 26 September 2023. 
 
Following the Council meeting on 26 September 2023, in response to part (a) of the 
aforementioned Council resolution, an application (ATTACHMENT 2) was submitted 
to the NSW Premier’s Department for the LSCA grant, as resolved by Council.  
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ITEM 12 (continued) 

Agenda of the Council Meeting No. 13/23, dated Tuesday, 28 November 2023. 
 

 
On the 20 November 2023, Council received a letter of determination 
(ATTACHMENT 3) for the revised application, stating that:   

 
• The LSCA Program Office assesses all projects to ensure the Organisation 

and the project meet the eligibility requirements outlined in the LSCA Program 
Guideline (the Guideline). Ineligible projects will not progress to Merit 
Assessment.  

• The LSCA Program Office has reviewed your submission (LSCA428) and 
determine that it does not meet the eligibility criteria as outlined in Section 3.2 
of the Guideline. 

 
RECOMMENDATION: 
 
(a) That Council acknowledge the efforts made by staff and the Executive 

Leadership Team in pursuing all reasonable actions to reinstate the grant 
funding amount of $400,000 under the “NSW Government – Local Small 
Commitments Allocation”. 

 
(b) That Council note that in accordance with section 2.2 of the Guideline the 

$400,000 LSCA funding will be redistributed by the Special Minister of State 
across the LGAs within the electorate of Ryde after all nominated project 
submissions have been assessed and considered for funding approval. This is 
estimated to occur in early 2024. 

 
(c) That Council seek clarification from the Premier’s Department on the comment 

in the letter received from the Executive Director Local Small Commitments 
Allocation Program Office (Attachment 3) that states that “the $400,000 LSCA 
funding will be redistributed by the Special Minister of State across the LGAs 
within the electorate of Ryde after all nominated project submissions have been 
assessed and considered for funding approval. This is estimated to occur in 
early 2024.” and to understand whether this will involve the State Member for 
Ryde, City of Ryde Council and/or Ms Lyndal Howison, former Candidate for 
Ryde. 

 
ATTACHMENTS 
1  Local Small Committments Allocation - Program Guide 2023  
2  Application-LSCA428 - Small commitments allocation grants  
3  Letter - LSCA Program Office to CEO Ryde Council (LSCA428)  

  
Report Prepared By: 
Chaitanya Tadikonda 
Senior Coordinator - Infrastructure Services  
 
Report Approved By: 
Meroeh Suesser 
Acting Executive Manager - City Infrastructure 
 
Charles Mahfoud 
Acting General Manager - Business and Operations  
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ITEM 12 (continued) ATTACHMENT 1 

Agenda of the Council Meeting No. 13/23, dated Tuesday, 28 November 2023. 
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ITEM 12 (continued) ATTACHMENT 1 

Agenda of the Council Meeting No. 13/23, dated Tuesday, 28 November 2023. 
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ITEM 12 (continued) ATTACHMENT 1 

Agenda of the Council Meeting No. 13/23, dated Tuesday, 28 November 2023. 
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ITEM 12 (continued) ATTACHMENT 1 

Agenda of the Council Meeting No. 13/23, dated Tuesday, 28 November 2023. 
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ITEM 12 (continued) ATTACHMENT 1 

Agenda of the Council Meeting No. 13/23, dated Tuesday, 28 November 2023. 
 

  



  
 

LATE Council Reports  Page 8 
 
ITEM 12 (continued) ATTACHMENT 1 

Agenda of the Council Meeting No. 13/23, dated Tuesday, 28 November 2023. 
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ITEM 12 (continued) ATTACHMENT 1 

Agenda of the Council Meeting No. 13/23, dated Tuesday, 28 November 2023. 
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ITEM 12 (continued) ATTACHMENT 1 

Agenda of the Council Meeting No. 13/23, dated Tuesday, 28 November 2023. 
 

  



  
 

LATE Council Reports  Page 11 
 
ITEM 12 (continued) ATTACHMENT 1 

Agenda of the Council Meeting No. 13/23, dated Tuesday, 28 November 2023. 
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ITEM 12 (continued) ATTACHMENT 1 

Agenda of the Council Meeting No. 13/23, dated Tuesday, 28 November 2023. 
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ITEM 12 (continued) ATTACHMENT 1 

Agenda of the Council Meeting No. 13/23, dated Tuesday, 28 November 2023. 
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ITEM 12 (continued) ATTACHMENT 1 

Agenda of the Council Meeting No. 13/23, dated Tuesday, 28 November 2023. 
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ITEM 12 (continued) ATTACHMENT 1 

Agenda of the Council Meeting No. 13/23, dated Tuesday, 28 November 2023. 
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ITEM 12 (continued) ATTACHMENT 1 

Agenda of the Council Meeting No. 13/23, dated Tuesday, 28 November 2023. 
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ITEM 12 (continued) ATTACHMENT 1 

Agenda of the Council Meeting No. 13/23, dated Tuesday, 28 November 2023. 
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ITEM 12 (continued) ATTACHMENT 1 

Agenda of the Council Meeting No. 13/23, dated Tuesday, 28 November 2023. 
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ITEM 12 (continued) ATTACHMENT 2 

Agenda of the Council Meeting No. 13/23, dated Tuesday, 28 November 2023. 
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ITEM 12 (continued) ATTACHMENT 2 

Agenda of the Council Meeting No. 13/23, dated Tuesday, 28 November 2023. 
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ITEM 12 (continued) ATTACHMENT 2 

Agenda of the Council Meeting No. 13/23, dated Tuesday, 28 November 2023. 
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ITEM 12 (continued) ATTACHMENT 2 

Agenda of the Council Meeting No. 13/23, dated Tuesday, 28 November 2023. 
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ITEM 12 (continued) ATTACHMENT 2 

Agenda of the Council Meeting No. 13/23, dated Tuesday, 28 November 2023. 
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ITEM 12 (continued) ATTACHMENT 2 

Agenda of the Council Meeting No. 13/23, dated Tuesday, 28 November 2023. 
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ITEM 12 (continued) ATTACHMENT 2 

Agenda of the Council Meeting No. 13/23, dated Tuesday, 28 November 2023. 
 

  



  
 

LATE Council Reports  Page 26 
 
ITEM 12 (continued) ATTACHMENT 2 

Agenda of the Council Meeting No. 13/23, dated Tuesday, 28 November 2023. 
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ITEM 12 (continued) ATTACHMENT 2 

Agenda of the Council Meeting No. 13/23, dated Tuesday, 28 November 2023. 
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ITEM 12 (continued) ATTACHMENT 2 

Agenda of the Council Meeting No. 13/23, dated Tuesday, 28 November 2023. 
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ITEM 12 (continued) ATTACHMENT 2 

Agenda of the Council Meeting No. 13/23, dated Tuesday, 28 November 2023. 
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ITEM 12 (continued) ATTACHMENT 2 

Agenda of the Council Meeting No. 13/23, dated Tuesday, 28 November 2023. 
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ITEM 12 (continued) ATTACHMENT 2 

Agenda of the Council Meeting No. 13/23, dated Tuesday, 28 November 2023. 
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ITEM 12 (continued) ATTACHMENT 2 

Agenda of the Council Meeting No. 13/23, dated Tuesday, 28 November 2023. 
 

 



  
 

LATE Council Reports  Page 33 
 
ITEM 12 (continued) ATTACHMENT 3 

Agenda of the Council Meeting No. 13/23, dated Tuesday, 28 November 2023. 
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Agenda of the Council Meeting No. 13/23, dated Tuesday, 28 November 2023. 
 

13 APPROVAL TO TAKE THE WEST RYDE - MEADOWBANK RENEWAL 
STRATEGY TO PUBLIC EXHIBITION  

Report prepared by: Executive Officer - City Places 
       File No.: URB/23/118 - BP23/747  
 
REPORT SUMMARY 
 
The West Ryde – Meadowbank Renewal Strategy, provided as ATTACHMENT 1 to 
this report, has been developed to set a strategic vision for the future of two key town 
centres, West Ryde and Meadowbank, to deliver “Lifestyle and Opportunity at your 
Doorstep”.  
 
The Strategy considers and builds on previous works for the precinct including the 
Greater Cities Commission’s Meadowbank Education and Employment Precinct 
Masterplan (MEEP) and Council’s previous West Ryde Draft Masterplan (not 
endorsed by Council) and the West Ryde Revitalisation Strategy.  
 
The approach to developing this Strategy is a deliberate departure from the way that 
masterplans are typically developed. Usually, by the time a strategic document goes 
on public exhibition, most of the detailed work has been done and the direction has 
been set, so the purpose of the public exhibition becomes endorsement, rather than 
genuinely seeking community feedback on the strategic direction and vision to then 
shape the detailed work.  
 
For the West Ryde – Meadowbank Renewal Strategy, our approach to public 
exhibition is to seek feedback on the vision and strategic direction. This feedback will 
inform the strategic direction allowing staff to deliver a Strategy that genuinely reflects 
the needs and desires of the local community. Work to date has been significantly 
shaped by Councillors through workshops, and their feedback and direction is also 
integral to this important work. 
 
RECOMMENDATION: 
 
(a) That Council approves the West Ryde – Meadowbank Renewal Strategy to go 

on public exhibition between 30 November 2023 and 18 February 2024; and 
 
(b) That staff report back to Council on the outcomes of public exhibition with a 

view to move forward with the detailed work and complete the Strategy for 
Council endorsement by June 2024. 

 
ATTACHMENTS 
1  West Ryde-Meadowbank Renewal Strategy  

  
Report Prepared By: 
Mel Fyfe 
Executive Officer - City Places  
 
Report Approved By: 
Michael Galderisi 
General Manager - City Shaping   
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ITEM 13 (continued) 

Agenda of the Council Meeting No. 13/23, dated Tuesday, 28 November 2023. 
 

 
Context 
 
During 2023, the West Ryde – Meadowbank Renewal Strategy (the Strategy) has 
been developed with a fresh and innovative perspective. This work has been done 
collaboratively and in-house with staff across the City of Ryde, and by engaging with 
Councillors, key stakeholders, businesses and landowners.  
 
The West Ryde – Meadowbank Renewal Strategy considers and builds on the prior 
work of: 
 

• 2019 - West Ryde Revitalisation Strategy (City of Ryde Council); 
• 2020 - Meadowbank Education and Employment Precinct Masterplan 

(Greater Cities Commission); and 
• 2021 - West Ryde Draft Masterplan (City of Ryde Council - not endorsed). 

 
The Meadowbank Education and Employment Masterplan was finalised and publicly 
released and guided the delivery of the combined Meadowbank Public School and 
Marsden High School on Rhodes Street, Meadowbank. This was in addition to the 
Institute of Applied Technology (IAT) co-located on the adjoining TAFE site and 
which houses the IAT - Digital and IAT - Trades.  
 
The two Council produced documents went to public exhibition in November 2019 
(West Ryde Revitalisation Strategy) and April 2021 (West Ryde Draft Masterplan) but 
were not endorsed by Council following the public exhibition process.   
 
The development of the West Ryde – Meadowbank Renewal Strategy combines the 
two key centres of West Ryde and Meadowbank as a singular precinct and has also 
considered the previous community consultation feedback from these three strategic 
documents which has actively helped shape the strategic direction for this Strategy.  
 
Discussion 
 
The Strategy is built around Council’s value proposition stated in the Community 
Strategic Plan 2028 that the City of Ryde will deliver “Lifestyle and Opportunity @ 
your doorstep” and a vision on how this can be achieved for the West Ryde – 
Meadowbank precinct.  
 
In developing this Strategy, staff have interpreted ‘Lifestyle’ to broadly mean access 
to quality, diverse housing (including affordable housing), improved amenity including 
access to public open space, quality public domain, vibrancy during the day and 
night, and access to arts, culture and entertainment. For ‘Opportunity’ staff have 
interpreted this to align with the creation of new jobs and industries in the precinct, 
providing local amenity for the modern hybrid worker including greater integration of 
an advanced technology precinct with existing businesses, and businesses that 
provide products and services to workers and residents alike (e.g. co-working 
spaces, function spaces, day and night-time hospitality and retail businesses).  
 



 
 
 
 LATE Council Reports  Page 36 

 
ITEM 13 (continued) 

Agenda of the Council Meeting No. 13/23, dated Tuesday, 28 November 2023. 
 

 
The approach to developing this Strategy is a deliberate departure from the way that 
masterplans are typically developed. Usually, by the time a strategic document goes 
on public exhibition, most of the detailed work has been done and the direction has 
been set so the purpose of the public exhibition becomes endorsement, rather than 
genuinely seeking community feedback on the strategic direction and vision to then 
shape the detailed work.  
 
In Council’s Community Strategic Plan 2028, the ‘Open and Progressive City’ 
outcome refers to ensuring the community is actively engaged in shaping the future 
of our City. It is with this intent to “actively engage in shaping the future” that staff 
seek to move into the public exhibition phase for the West Ryde – Meadowbank 
Renewal Strategy.   
 
For the West Ryde – Meadowbank Renewal Strategy, our approach to public 
exhibition is to seek feedback on the vision and strategic direction. This feedback will 
inform the strategic direction allowing staff to deliver a Strategy that genuinely reflects 
the needs and desires of the local community.  
 
The proposed public exhibition period, should Council approval be received, will take 
place from 30 November 2023 through to 18 February 2024. This extended 
exhibition period acknowledges that businesses and residents will be busy in the lead 
up to the festive season with end-of-year activities and heading away for the school 
holidays, and in the early new year as well. Extending the exhibition period allows for 
additional time to maximise the community’s opportunity for input.  
 
During exhibition, we will be engaging widely, but there will be a focus on two key 
cohorts: young people and professionals as they are the dominant groups living in 
the area now and are forecast to be the dominant groups into the future. As a result, 
much of the exhibition materials and methods of engagement are digitally focused 
and highly visual, as well as allowing for in-person sessions. However, the whole 
community will be catered for in terms of engagement methodology. 
 
The key method of receiving feedback will be on a project Have Your Say page that 
will be hosted on Council’s website, and via a survey that can be accessed via QR 
codes on pavement decals, via videos being produced to highlight the project, on 
social media, as well as on project collateral such as posters and flyers.  
 
The project team are also mindful that the key target cohorts are likely to be busy and 
will not want to stop and complete a survey if they are on their way to work or a 
meeting, so by providing the option to link to the project materials via a QR code or a 
website, people are able to engage with the exhibition materials and provide 
feedback in their own time. 
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ITEM 13 (continued) 

Agenda of the Council Meeting No. 13/23, dated Tuesday, 28 November 2023. 
 

 
The project team will be holding dedicated, one-to-one meetings with businesses 
between 15-25 January 2024 to gather feedback on the vision, and to provide an 
opportunity for detailed feedback or questions so that we can collaborate on shaping 
the precinct. We are not engaging with businesses during the busy December festive 
season period, but the opportunity will be available to book ahead for a meeting in 
January. 
 
In addition, Council staff are organizing an Industry Briefing in late January 2024 
regarding the West Ryde Advanced Technology precinct and the job creation and 
investment opportunity it presents for the existing West Ryde industrial lands.  
 
The project will also hold the following in-person sessions: 
Date(s) Location Type 
5 December 2023 West Ryde station Flyer handout 
6 December 2023 Meadowbank station Flyer handout 
10 December 2023 Ryde Wharf Markets Project stall 
12 December 2023 ANZAC Park Drop in session 
14 December 2023 West Ryde plaza Drop in session 

Festive season shut down 
15-25 January 2024 Online or in person Business 1:1 meetings 
Late January 2024 TBC Industry Briefing 
6 February 2024 West Ryde – location TBC Flyer handout 
8 February 2024 Meadowbank – location TBC Flyer handout 
14 February 2024 West Ryde – location TBC Flyer handout 
15 February 2024 Meadowbank – location TBC Flyer handout 

 
The February session locations may be adjusted following the December sessions to 
ensure we are engaging as effectively as possible across key locations.  
 
The key document on exhibition will be the West Ryde – Meadowbank Renewal 
Strategy itself, which has been developed with a focus on how the vision and Place 
Tactics will be applied in seven key places in the precinct. These seven key places 
are:  
 

1. West Ryde town centre; 
2. Ryedale Road; 
3. West Ryde station; 
4. Victoria Road; 
5. Sydney Water site; 
6. West Ryde Advanced Technology precinct; and 
7. Meadowbank town centre. 

 
The document is concise and easy to read and will include diagrammatic views of the 
key moves for that place plus indicative visualisations of how the vision of the 
Strategy can be applied in these places. It is important through this period of 
engagement that the community and stakeholders can have a clear sense of what 
the future could look like, so they can provide their feedback on that potential future.  
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ITEM 13 (continued) 

Agenda of the Council Meeting No. 13/23, dated Tuesday, 28 November 2023. 
 

 
Following public exhibition, staff will compile and analyse the feedback, and then 
prepare a way forward including how the Strategy needs to be iterated against the 
Action Plan for detailed work. Staff will then advise Council of the outcomes with a 
view to move forward with the detailed work and complete the Strategy for Council 
endorsement by June 2024.  
 
A high-level timeline for next steps is: 
 

• February 2024: collate and analyse feedback from public exhibition; 
• March 2024: Council meeting to report on public exhibition outcomes and the 

Action Plan; 
• March – June 2024: Carry out the Action Plan and finalise the Strategy; and  
• June 2024: Council meeting to seek endorsement for the West Ryde – 

Meadowbank Renewal Strategy. 
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