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MM25/24 UPDATE ON TG MILLNER FIELDS FOLLOWING LETTER 
BY HON RON HOENIG MP - MINISTER FOR LOCAL 
GOVERNMENT - Mayor, Councillor Trenton Brown          

File Number: MYR/07/10/20 - BP24/623 
 
This Mayoral Minute provides an update concerning a letter from The Hon Ron 
Hoenig MP regarding TG Millner Fields, listed as Precis of Correspondence 2 in 
tonight’s Council meeting agenda. 
 
TG Millner Field is currently zoned for recreation and is located in proximity to the 
Macquarie Park Innovation District (MPID). The site is of a size and scale that allows 
for its ongoing use for various recreation purposes at both a regional level and a local 
level.  
 
In an urban city location such as Ryde, there are very few opportunities where land of 
the scale required for additional recreation can be set aside or purchased in a 
financially feasible and sensible way, to meet the demands of population growth. TG 
Millner provides Council and the NSW State Government with that opportunity. 
 
The City of Ryde has undertaken significant analysis of the projected demand for 
open space within the local government area into the future. This work, completed in 
2021, identified that to maintain the existing sporting fields provision with the 
anticipated population increase, an additional 13 fields would need to be provided 
throughout the City to cater for the anticipated population growth, to over 175,000 in 
2036. There are numerous State Significant Development Applications (SSDA’s) in 
the State Planning Portal that have been lodged or approved in recent years for 
Macquarie Park. There are also numerous, yet to be lodged significant planning 
proposals that both the Department of Planning, Housing and Infrastructure (DPHI) 
and City of Ryde are aware of that will deliver well in excess of 20,000 additional 
dwellings to the MPID. 
 
In addition to the numerous SSDA’s and yet to be lodged significant planning 
proposals, the recent State Government announcement relating to the rezoning 
proposal for the MPID will add further demand for open space. Based on the 
population projected because of the MPID Stage 1 and Stage 2 rezoning proposals, 
will result in a further demand for 6 new competition sporting fields in addition to the 
13 sports fields identified in 2021. 
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A Planning Proposal (PP) was lodged in 2022 at 146-150 Vimiera Road, Marsfield 
(TG Millner Field) to rezone that site to part R2 Low Density Residential and part RE1 
Public Recreation, permit semi-detached and attached dwellings on the part of the 
site proposed to be zoned R2 Low Density Residential via an additional permitted 
use clause, and apply a maximum building height of 9.5 metres to the portion of the 
site proposed to be zoned R2 Low Density Residential. Proceeding the rezoning 
review request, the matter was reported to the Sydney North Planning Panel which 
determined in December 2022 that the use of the land for housing lacked strategic 
merit (Decision Attached). As such, the Sydney North Planning Panel refused to 
proceed the application to a Gateway determination due to lack of strategic merit and 
lack of clarity on how targets for the provision of open space were to be met by the 
proposal.  
 
In his letter dated 12 April 2024, the Hon. Ron Hoenig MP, Minister for Local 
Government refused to provide consent at the time for the City of Ryde to issue a 
Proposed Acquisition Notice (PAN) for the compulsory acquisition of land known as 
TG Millner Field, Lot 7 DP 1046532. Following the refusal letter being communicated 
to Council, the applicant has since lodged a new Planning Proposal for the site (on 5 
July 2024), with the only difference being the addition of an Open Space Needs 
Assessment report supporting the new Planning Proposal application. 
 
This Planning Proposal does nothing to add to the community’s current need for open 
space, let alone the future needs of a population that will continue to grow over the 
next 15 years if the City of Ryde meets its housing target of 11,460 constructed 
dwellings. 
 
RECOMMENDATION: 
 
(a) That the CEO write and ask The Hon. Ron Hoenig MP, Minister for Local 

Government to reconsider the decision to deny issuing the City of Ryde with the 
Proposed Acquisition Notice (PAN) for TG Millner.  

 
(b) That Council note that the Mayor has already written to the Premier for New 

South Wales, the Minister for Sport, the Minister for Local Government and the 
Minister for Planning and Public Spaces to encourage them to: 
i. Provide the necessary funding as previously promised by the Department 

of Planning, Housing and Infrastructure (DPHI) to the City of Ryde as part 
of the Macquarie Park Innovation District Rezoning Strategies and 
Transport Oriented Development (TOD) to ensure the purchase and future 
management of TG Millner; given the regional significance of this open 
space in supporting the increased population across the Ryde LGA. 
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ATTACHMENTS 
1  Sydney North Planning Panel Decision  

  
Report Prepared By: 
 
Councillor Trenton Brown 
Mayor  
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