
 

 

 
Extraordinary Council Meeting 

AGENDA NO. 4/25 
 
 
Meeting Date: Wednesday 30 April 2025 
Location: Council Chambers, Level 1A, 1 Pope Street, Ryde and Online 
Time:  7.00pm 
 

Council Meetings will be recorded on audio tape for minute-taking purposes  
as authorised by the Local Government Act 1993.  Council Meetings will also be webcast. 
 

Statement of Ethical Obligations 
Councillors are reminded of their Oath or Affirmation of Office made under Section 233A of the 
Local Government Act 1993 and their obligation under Council’s Code of Conduct to disclose 

and appropriately manage Conflicts of Interest. 
 

NOTICE OF BUSINESS 
Item Page 

MAYORAL MINUTES 
5/25 THE PASSING OF POPE FRANCIS ON 21 APRIL 2025 - Mayor 

Trenton Brown .................................................................................................. 1 
6/25 RECOGNITION OF THE 110TH ANNIVERSARY OF THE ARMENIAN 

GENOCIDE - Mayor Trenton Brown................................................................. 2 
7/25 CONDOLENCES AND SOLIDARITY FOLLOWING TERRORIST 

ATTACK IN BAISARAN VALLEY, JAMMU AND KASHMIR - Mayor 
Trenton Brown .................................................................................................. 3 

8/25 TRIAL LIGHTING EXTENSION AT MEADOWBANK SKATE PARK, 
CONSTITUTION ROAD WEST, MEADOWBANK - Mayor Trenton 
Brown ............................................................................................................... 4 

9/25 SALVATION ARMY RED SHIELD APPEAL 2025 - Mayor Trenton 
Brown ............................................................................................................... 5 

10/25PROPOSAL TO INVESTIGATE INSTALLATION OF 
DEFIBRILLATORS IN PARKS AND SPORTING FIELDS - Mayor 
Trenton Brown .................................................................................................. 6 

COUNCIL REPORTSS 
1 ITEMS PUT WITHOUT DEBATE ..................................................................... 7 
2 CONFIRMATION OF MINUTES - Council Meeting held on 25 March 

2025 ................................................................................................................. 8 
3 DRAFT 2025 - 2029 FOUR YEAR DELIVERY PROGRAM INCLUDING 

DRAFT 2025/2026 ONE YEAR OPERATIONAL PLAN ................................. 37 
4 DRAFT COMMUNITY STRATEGIC PLAN AND DRAFT COMMUNITY 

ENGAGEMENT STRATEGY - PUBLIC EXHIBITION .................................... 53 
5 2025 NATIONAL GENERAL ASSEMBLY OF LOCAL GOVERNMENT - 

National Convention Centre, Canberra - 24 to 27 June 2025 ......................... 59 
6 PLANNING PROPOSAL FOR FINALISATION - Reclassification of 

Public Land at 4 Pittwater Road, Gladesville from Community Land to 
Operational Land .......................................................................................... 109 

7 BUENA VISTA AVENUE - WASTE COLLECTION CONCERNS ................. 115 
8 BRUSH FARM AND LAMBERT PARK MASTERPLAN ............................... 182 
  



 

 

Extraordinary Council Meeting 
AGENDA NO. 4/25 

 
 
 
Meeting Date: Wednesday 30 April 2025 
Location: Council Chambers, Level 1A, 1 Pope Street, Ryde and Online 
Time:  7.00pm 
 

NOTICE OF BUSINESS (CONTINUED) 
 

Item Page 
 
9 FOR ADOPTION - DRAFT MACQUARIE PARK CORRIDOR SECTION 

7.12 LOCAL INFRASTRUCTURE CONTRIBUTIONS PLAN ....................... 199 
10 SPONSORSHIP REQUEST - NORTHERN DISTRICTS LOCAL 

BUSINESS AWARDS 2025 ......................................................................... 209 

INFORMATION REPORT 
11 REPORT FOR THE INFORMATION OF COUNCIL - INVESTMENT 

REPORT AS AT 31 MARCH 2025 ............................................................... 213 

PRECIS OF CORRESPONDENCE 
1 CORRESPONDENCE FROM THE HON. PRUE CAR MP REGARDING 

A NEW PRIMARY SCHOOL IN MIDTOWN MACQUARIE PARK ................ 221 
2 MINISTERIAL MEDIA RELEASE FROM THE PREMIER, DEPUTY 

PREMIER, MINISTER FOR EDUCATION AND EARLY LEARNING 
ANDMINISTER FOR SPORT REGARDING CONSTRUCTION 
BEGINNING ON NEW WEST RYDE MULTI-SPORTS FACILITY ............... 226 

NOTICES OF MOTION 
1 ENSURING SAFE AND APPROPRIATE AMENITIES AT COMMUNITY 

SPORTING FACILITIES - Councillor Kathy Tracey ..................................... 230 
2 LOCAL DISABILITY ART FESTIVAL - Councillor Roy Maggio .................... 231 
3 IMPROVED BUS SERVICES FOR GLADESVILLE AND EAST RYDE - 

Deputy Mayor, Councillor Sophie Lara-Watson ........................................... 231 
4 EXPANDING RYDE'S BASKETBALL FACILITIES TO MEETING 

COMMUNITY DEMAND - Councillor Keanu Arya ........................................ 232 
5 ENHANCING INCLUSIVITY AND SUPPORT FOR LGBTQIA+ 

COMMUNITY IN RYDE - Councillor Tina Kordrostami ................................ 232 
6 THE DELIVERY OF BLENHEIM PARK MASTERPLAN AND OPENING 

THE PARK FOR RYDE'S COMMUNITY TO USE - Councillor Penny 
Pedersen ...................................................................................................... 233 

7 CONSIDERATION OF A NEW CATEGORY IN THE CITY OF RYDE 
COMMUNITY GRANTS PROGRAM TO COVER ENVIRONMENTAL 
PROJECTS - Councillor Penny Pedersen .................................................... 235 

8 HELPING MAKE THE CITY OF RYDE A DEMENTIA FRIENDLY CITY - 
Councillor Penny Pedersen .......................................................................... 235 

  



 

 

Extraordinary Council Meeting 
AGENDA NO. 4/25 

 
 
 
 
Meeting Date: Wednesday 30 April 2025 
Location: Council Chambers, Level 1A, 1 Pope Street, Ryde and Online 
Time:  7.00pm 
 
 

NOTICE OF BUSINESS (CONTINUED) 
 

Item Page 

CONFIDENTIAL ITEMS 
12 OUTCOME OF RECORDS STORAGE CONTRACT (COR-RFT-01-24) ..... 238 
13 REQUEST FOR TENDER - REQUEST FOR TENDER - SSROC 

T2023-03 CLEANING AND MAINTENANCE SERVICE OF GROSS 
POLLUTANT TRAPS ................................................................................... 281 

14 ICT PROCUREMENT - EXCEPTING PROCUREMENT FROM THE 
REQUIREMENTS FOR TENDERING IN THE LOCAL GOVERNMENT 
ACT 1993 ..................................................................................................... 399 



 
 
 
 Mayoral Minute  Page 1 

 

Agenda of the Extraordinary Council Meeting No. 4/25, dated Wednesday 30 April 
2025. 
 

MAYORAL MINUTES 

MM5/25 THE PASSING OF POPE FRANCIS ON 21 APRIL 2025 - Mayor Trenton 
Brown          

File Number: CLM/25/1/1/8 - BP25/314 
 
It is with deep sorrow and a sincere sense of loss that we, as a City, acknowledge the 
passing of Pope Francis on 21 April 2025. On behalf of the City of Ryde, I extend our 
deepest condolences to the Roman Catholic Church, to the faithful worldwide, and to 
all who were touched by the Pope’s unwavering commitment to peace, compassion, 
and the dignity of every human being. 
 
Pope Francis, who dedicated his life to the service of others, leaves behind an 
enduring legacy of hope, unity, and justice. Throughout his papacy, he stood as a 
moral guide to millions, speaking out on behalf of the marginalised, championing 
human rights, and promoting discussion across religious and cultural divides. His 
message of love, humility, and care for the poor will remain a beacon for generations 
to come. 
 
As we reflect on his contributions to the global community, we are reminded of the 
importance of our own shared values of compassion, respect, and tolerance. In this 
moment of grief, we stand in solidarity with those who mourn the loss of a leader, a 
teacher, and a spiritual guide. 
 
In this time of reflection, I call on the people of Ryde to come together in a spirit of 
unity and peace. Let us honour the memory of Pope Francis by continuing his work in 
fostering understanding, kindness, and a shared sense of humanity. 
 
RECOMMENDATION: 
 
(a) That the City of Ryde acknowledges the passing of Pope Francis and his global 

impact, particularly his leadership in advocating for peace, human dignity, and 
interfaith dialogue. 

 
(b) That Council observe a minute’s silence as a mark of respect. 
 
ATTACHMENTS 
There are no attachments for this report. 
 
Report Prepared By: 
 
Trenton Brown 
Mayor  
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Agenda of the Extraordinary Council Meeting No. 4/25, dated Wednesday 30 April 
2025. 
 

MM6/25 RECOGNITION OF THE 110TH ANNIVERSARY OF THE ARMENIAN 
GENOCIDE - Mayor Trenton Brown          

File Number: CLM/25/1/1/8 - BP25/315 
 
The City of Ryde has the largest Armenian community of any Local Government Area 
in Australia. 
 
In 2005, Ryde became the first Local Government Area in Australia to give formal 
recognition to the genocide of the Armenian people and officially recognise the 
genocide with a memorial plaque honouring the estimated one and a half million 
Armenians who were eliminated from their historic homeland in Turkey through 
forced deportations and massacres between 1915 – 1923. 
 
Subsequent to this recognition, other Local Government Areas such as Willoughby 
Council and more recently the City of Parramatta Council have declared formal 
recognition of the genocide. 
 
On 24 April 2025, Armenians and Governments the world over marked the 110th 
anniversary of the Armenian Genocide. Australia has a deep history with Armenians 
and over 60,000 Australians claim Armenian descent.  
 
RECOMMENDATION: 
 
That Council: 
 
(a) Recognises the contribution of the Armenian community in the City of Ryde. 

 
(b) Call upon the Commonwealth Government to formally recognise the genocide 

of the Armenian, Assyrian and Greek peoples of Europe during the period of 
1915-1923. 

 
(c) Note the City of Ryde’s Armenian Genocide Memorial being held on 10 May 

2025 at 2.30pm at Memorial Park, Meadow Crescent, Meadowbank. 
 
(d) Observe a minute’s silence as a mark of respect. 
 
ATTACHMENTS 
There are no attachments for this report. 
 
Report Prepared By: 
 
Trenton Brown 
Mayor  
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Agenda of the Extraordinary Council Meeting No. 4/25, dated Wednesday 30 April 
2025. 
 

MM7/25 CONDOLENCES AND SOLIDARITY FOLLOWING TERRORIST 
ATTACK IN BAISARAN VALLEY, JAMMU AND KASHMIR - Mayor 
Trenton Brown          

File Number: CLM/25/1/1/8 - BP25/319 
 
On 22 April 2025, in the Baisaran Valley near Pahalgam, located in the Anantnag 
district of Jammu and Kashmir, a terrorist attack tragically claimed the lives of 28 
people, including 24 Indian nationals, 1 Nepali tourist, and a local resident. More than 
20 others were injured in this brutal act of violence. The victims came from various 
states across India, including Arunachal Pradesh, Karnataka, Kerala, Maharashtra, 
Odisha, Gujarat, Haryana, Tamil Nadu, Uttar Pradesh, and West Bengal.  
 
The City of Ryde expresses its deepest condolences to the families and loved ones 
of the victims, including tourists and security personnel. Our thoughts are also with 
the injured, wishing them a swift and full recovery. 
 
The City of Ryde offers heartfelt sympathy, denounces the tragic terrorist attack, 
honours those who showed bravery, and reaffirms our commitment to peace, 
security, and international cooperation in combating terrorism. The City of Ryde 
stands in solidarity with those affected by this tragedy. 
 
We recognise and honor the bravery of the security forces, including the police, 
military, and intelligence agencies, as well as the civilians who acted with immense 
courage during the attack. Their actions in the face of danger serve as a testament to 
the strength of human resolve and dedication to protecting others. 
 
The City of Ryde stands united with the nation of India in mourning this devastating 
loss. 
 
RECOMMENDATION: 
 
(a) That the City of Ryde expresses its deepest sympathy for the victims, their 

families, and the people of India. We stand in solidarity with them and with all 
those who oppose the forces of hatred and violence.  

 
(b) That Council observe a minute’s silence as a mark of respect. 

 
(c) That Council write to the Sydney Indian Consulate expressing Council’s 

condolences and solidarity with the Indian diaspora in Australia and in 
particular, City of Ryde residents. 

 
ATTACHMENTS 
There are no attachments for this report. 
 
Report Prepared By: 
 
Trenton Brown 
Mayor   
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Agenda of the Extraordinary Council Meeting No. 4/25, dated Wednesday 30 April 
2025. 
 

MM8/25 TRIAL LIGHTING EXTENSION AT MEADOWBANK SKATE PARK, 
CONSTITUTION ROAD WEST, MEADOWBANK - Mayor Trenton 
Brown          

File Number: CLM/25/1/1/8 - BP25/306 
 
In June 2017 Council endorsed the construction of the Meadowbank Skate Park, 
formerly Field 2 at Meadowbank Park. 
 
Currently the lights at the Skate Park are programmed to operate between 4.30pm 
and 7.00pm. It is noted that during daylight saving the lights are not in operation and 
the skate park closes at sunset. 
 
As part of Council’s ongoing commitment to support active and healthy lifestyles it is 
proposed to extend the skate park lighting times by one hour, to 8.00pm on 
Thursday, Friday and Saturday nights for the period May 2025 – September 2025 
(inclusive). 
 
RECOMMENDATION: 
 
(a) That Council endorse the lighting at Meadowbank Skate Park be extended by 

one hour to 8.00pm on Thursday, Friday and Saturday nights as a trial for the 
period May 2025 – September 2025 (inclusive). 
 

(b) That at the conclusion of this trial period, a report be brought back to Council 
with a view to making this arrangement permanent. 

 
(c) That Council consider undertaking an acoustic report of noise levels impacting 

local neighbours and present options for noise mitigation strategies to be 
included in the Council report. 

 
ATTACHMENTS 
There are no attachments for this report. 
 
Report Prepared By: 
 
Trenton Brown 
Mayor  
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Agenda of the Extraordinary Council Meeting No. 4/25, dated Wednesday 30 April 
2025. 
 

MM9/25 SALVATION ARMY RED SHIELD APPEAL 2025 - Mayor Trenton 
Brown          

File Number: CLM/25/1/1/8 - BP25/311 
 
I bring this Mayoral Minute to highlight and commend the vital work of The Salvation 
Army through its annual Red Shield Appeal, a campaign that has become 
synonymous with hope and practical support for vulnerable Australians. 
 
Since its inception in 1965, the Red Shield Appeal has grown into The Salvation 
Army’s primary fundraising initiative, supporting an extensive range of social and 
community services across the country. Recognised by its iconic red shield symbol, 
the Appeal is a reminder of the power of community giving and compassion. 
 
Each year, the Appeal is launched with community events and activities nationwide, 
running throughout May and June. The funds raised enable The Salvation Army to 
deliver crucial programs that assist those facing homelessness, family violence, 
financial hardship, addiction, and social isolation. These services are often a lifeline 
for individuals and families in our community who have nowhere else to turn. 
 
Council acknowledges the significant impact of The Salvation Army’s work within the 
City of Ryde and across Australia. As Mayor, I encourage all residents, community 
groups, and businesses to get behind the 2025 Red Shield Appeal whether by 
donating, volunteering, or spreading the word. 
 
RECOMMENDATION: 
 
(a) That Council make a $2,500 one off donation to the Salvation Army Red Shield 

Appeal 2025 to be funded from the Civic Services Donations budget. 
 

(b) That as part of the Ryde and Hunters Hill Zone Launch event for the Salvation 
Army Red Shield Appeal 2025 (being held on Friday 9 May 2025) the Mayor 
present the cheque for $2,500 on behalf of the City of Ryde. 

 
ATTACHMENTS 
There are no attachments for this report. 
 
Report Prepared By: 
 
Trenton Brown 
Mayor  
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Agenda of the Extraordinary Council Meeting No. 4/25, dated Wednesday 30 April 
2025. 
 

MM10/25 PROPOSAL TO INVESTIGATE INSTALLATION OF DEFIBRILLATORS 
IN PARKS AND SPORTING FIELDS - Mayor Trenton Brown          

File Number: CLM/25/1/1/8 - BP25/309 
 
Every 20 minutes, someone living in Australia experiences a cardiac arrest. 
 
An Automated External Defibrillator (AED) is a life-saving device that uses an electric 
shock to reset the heart. As sudden cardiac arrest is one of the leading causes of 
death in Australia, defibrillators are a vital tool. AEDs are automated devices, so first 
aid responders require little or no training to use them. AEDs are easy to use for both 
the user and the patient. 
 
The Heart Foundation has explained the “Chain of Survival” as: 
Call – call 000 immediately 
Push – push hard and fast in the middle of the person’s chest to deliver CPR 
Shock – use an AED to deliver a shock as soon as possible.  
 
The City of Ryde has AEDs installed at the North Ryde Office (Levels 1, 2 and 3), 
Ground floor at Pope Street office, Council Chambers, Ryde Aquatic Centre, 
Operations Centre and all 5 libraries. 
 
Currently defibrillators in parks are the responsibility of sporting clubs to manage and 
maintain. 
 
RECOMMENDATION: 
 
(a) That Council investigate and bring back a report by October 2025 regarding 

installation, management and maintenance of defibrillators in parks and sporting 
fields. 

 
(b) That consultation with stakeholder groups such as the Heart Foundation, the 

Heart of the Nation and relevant sporting groups be undertaken to incorporate 
their expertise into Council’s recommendations.  

 
ATTACHMENTS 
There are no attachments for this report. 
 
Report Prepared By: 
 
Trenton Brown 
Mayor  
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Agenda of the Extraordinary Council Meeting No. 4/25, dated Wednesday 30 April 
2025. 
 

COUNCIL REPORTSS 

1 ITEMS PUT WITHOUT DEBATE  

Report prepared by: Civic Services Manager 
       File No.: CLM/25/1/1/2 - BP25/260  
 

 
REPORT SUMMARY 
 
In accordance with Council’s Code of Meeting Practice, Council can determine 
those matters on the Agenda that can be adopted without the need for any 
discussion. 
 

 
RECOMMENDATION: 
 
That Council determine the Items on Council’s Agenda that will be adopted without 
debate. 
 
OR 
 
That Council determine all Items on the Agenda. 
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Agenda of the Extraordinary Council Meeting No. 4/25, dated Wednesday 30 April 
2025. 
 

2 CONFIRMATION OF MINUTES - Council Meeting held on 25 March 2025  

Report prepared by: Civic Services Manager 
       File No.: CLM/25/1/1/2 - BP25/261  
 

 
REPORT SUMMARY 
 
In accordance with Council’s Code of Meeting Practice, a motion or discussion with 
respect to such minutes shall not be in order except with regard to their accuracy 
as a true record of the proceedings. 
 

 
RECOMMENDATION: 
 
That the Minutes of the Council Meeting 2/25, held on 25 March 2025 be 
confirmed. 
 

 
ATTACHMENTS 
1  MINUTES - Council Meeting - 25 March 2025  
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ITEM 2 (continued) ATTACHMENT 1 

Agenda of the Extraordinary Council Meeting No. 4/25, dated Wednesday 30 April 
2025. 
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ITEM 2 (continued) ATTACHMENT 1 

Agenda of the Extraordinary Council Meeting No. 4/25, dated Wednesday 30 April 
2025. 
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ITEM 2 (continued) ATTACHMENT 1 

Agenda of the Extraordinary Council Meeting No. 4/25, dated Wednesday 30 April 
2025. 
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ITEM 2 (continued) ATTACHMENT 1 

Agenda of the Extraordinary Council Meeting No. 4/25, dated Wednesday 30 April 
2025. 
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ITEM 2 (continued) ATTACHMENT 1 

Agenda of the Extraordinary Council Meeting No. 4/25, dated Wednesday 30 April 
2025. 
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ITEM 2 (continued) ATTACHMENT 1 

Agenda of the Extraordinary Council Meeting No. 4/25, dated Wednesday 30 April 
2025. 
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ITEM 2 (continued) ATTACHMENT 1 

Agenda of the Extraordinary Council Meeting No. 4/25, dated Wednesday 30 April 
2025. 
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ITEM 2 (continued) ATTACHMENT 1 

Agenda of the Extraordinary Council Meeting No. 4/25, dated Wednesday 30 April 
2025. 
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ITEM 2 (continued) ATTACHMENT 1 

Agenda of the Extraordinary Council Meeting No. 4/25, dated Wednesday 30 April 
2025. 
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ITEM 2 (continued) ATTACHMENT 1 

Agenda of the Extraordinary Council Meeting No. 4/25, dated Wednesday 30 April 
2025. 
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ITEM 2 (continued) ATTACHMENT 1 

Agenda of the Extraordinary Council Meeting No. 4/25, dated Wednesday 30 April 
2025. 
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ITEM 2 (continued) ATTACHMENT 1 

Agenda of the Extraordinary Council Meeting No. 4/25, dated Wednesday 30 April 
2025. 
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ITEM 2 (continued) ATTACHMENT 1 

Agenda of the Extraordinary Council Meeting No. 4/25, dated Wednesday 30 April 
2025. 
 

  



  
 

Council Reports  Page 22 
 
ITEM 2 (continued) ATTACHMENT 1 

Agenda of the Extraordinary Council Meeting No. 4/25, dated Wednesday 30 April 
2025. 
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ITEM 2 (continued) ATTACHMENT 1 

Agenda of the Extraordinary Council Meeting No. 4/25, dated Wednesday 30 April 
2025. 
 

  



  
 

Council Reports  Page 24 
 
ITEM 2 (continued) ATTACHMENT 1 

Agenda of the Extraordinary Council Meeting No. 4/25, dated Wednesday 30 April 
2025. 
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ITEM 2 (continued) ATTACHMENT 1 

Agenda of the Extraordinary Council Meeting No. 4/25, dated Wednesday 30 April 
2025. 
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ITEM 2 (continued) ATTACHMENT 1 

Agenda of the Extraordinary Council Meeting No. 4/25, dated Wednesday 30 April 
2025. 
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ITEM 2 (continued) ATTACHMENT 1 

Agenda of the Extraordinary Council Meeting No. 4/25, dated Wednesday 30 April 
2025. 
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ITEM 2 (continued) ATTACHMENT 1 

Agenda of the Extraordinary Council Meeting No. 4/25, dated Wednesday 30 April 
2025. 
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ITEM 2 (continued) ATTACHMENT 1 

Agenda of the Extraordinary Council Meeting No. 4/25, dated Wednesday 30 April 
2025. 
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ITEM 2 (continued) ATTACHMENT 1 

Agenda of the Extraordinary Council Meeting No. 4/25, dated Wednesday 30 April 
2025. 
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ITEM 2 (continued) ATTACHMENT 1 

Agenda of the Extraordinary Council Meeting No. 4/25, dated Wednesday 30 April 
2025. 
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ITEM 2 (continued) ATTACHMENT 1 

Agenda of the Extraordinary Council Meeting No. 4/25, dated Wednesday 30 April 
2025. 
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ITEM 2 (continued) ATTACHMENT 1 

Agenda of the Extraordinary Council Meeting No. 4/25, dated Wednesday 30 April 
2025. 
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ITEM 2 (continued) ATTACHMENT 1 

Agenda of the Extraordinary Council Meeting No. 4/25, dated Wednesday 30 April 
2025. 
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ITEM 2 (continued) ATTACHMENT 1 

Agenda of the Extraordinary Council Meeting No. 4/25, dated Wednesday 30 April 
2025. 
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ITEM 2 (continued) ATTACHMENT 1 

Agenda of the Extraordinary Council Meeting No. 4/25, dated Wednesday 30 April 
2025. 
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Agenda of the Extraordinary Council Meeting No. 4/25, dated Wednesday 30 April 
2025. 
 

3 DRAFT 2025 - 2029 FOUR YEAR DELIVERY PROGRAM INCLUDING 
DRAFT 2025/2026 ONE YEAR OPERATIONAL PLAN  

Report prepared by: Senior Coordinator - Management Accounting and Business 
Strategy; Manager - Business Strategy and Innovation; 
Executive Officer - City Fabric 

       File No.: COR2025/226 - BP25/253  
 

REPORT SUMMARY  
 
The purpose of this report is to seek Council’s endorsement for the following 
documents to be placed on public exhibition: 
 
• Draft Four-Year Delivery Program 2025-2029 
• Draft One-Year Operational Plan 2025-2026 
• Draft Fees and Charges 2025-2026 
• Draft Ten-Year Long-Term Financial Plan 2025-2035 
• Draft Workforce Management Strategy 
• Draft Strategic Asset Management Plan  
 
The public exhibition will be for a period of 32 days from 1 May 2025 to 1 June 
2025 (inclusive).  Submissions for the above documents will be sought from the 
public during this period. 
 
Following the public exhibition, all submissions received will be tabled and 
considered as part of the adoption process at the June Council meeting. 
 

 
RECOMMENDATION: 
 
(a) That Council, in accordance with legislative requirements, resolve to place the 

Draft Four-Year Delivery Program 2025-2029, Draft One-Year Operational 
Plan 2025-2026, Draft Fees and Charges 2025-2026, Draft Ten-Year Long-
Term Financial Plan 2025-2035, Draft Strategic Asset Management Plan, and 
Draft Workforce Management Strategy on public exhibition for the period 
Thursday, 1 May 2025 to Sunday, 1 June 2025 (inclusive). 
 

(b) That Council resolve to adopt all of the recommendations contained in this 
report. 

 
 
ATTACHMENTS – CIRCULATED UNDER SEPARATE COVER 
1  Draft City of Ryde Delivery Program 2025-2029 - Public Exhibition April 2025  
2  Draft City of Ryde Operational Plan 2025-2026 - Public Exhibition April 2025  
3  Draft 2025-26 Fees and Charges Report  
4  Draft 2025-35 Long Term Financial Plan  
5  Draft City of Ryde Workforce Management Strategy - Public Exhibition April 

2025 
 

6  Draft City of Ryde Strategic Asset Management Plan  
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ITEM 3 (continued) 

Agenda of the Extraordinary Council Meeting No. 4/25, dated Wednesday 30 April 
2025. 
 

 
Report Prepared By: 
 
Jifeng Huang 
Senior Coordinator - Management Accounting and Business Strategy 
 
Benjamin Tso 
Manager - Business Strategy and Innovation 
 
Daniel Carneiro 
Executive Officer - City Fabric  
 
Report Approved By: 
 
Steven Harris 
Chief Financial Officer 
 
Wayne Rylands 
Chief Executive Officer  
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ITEM 3 (continued) 

Agenda of the Extraordinary Council Meeting No. 4/25, dated Wednesday 30 April 
2025. 
 

 
Legislation 
 
All local councils across the state are required to plan and report in line with the NSW 
Office of Local Government’s Integrated Planning and Reporting (IP&R) Framework. 
 
As detailed within the Office of Local Government (OLG) Integrated Planning and 
Reporting Guidelines for Local Government in NSW, September 2021, after an 
ordinary election, the Council is required to review, refresh, and prepare a Four-Year 
Delivery Program, Ten-Year Long-Term Financial Plan and a separate One-Year 
Operational Plan (including Council’s Revenue Policy) which details Council’s 
operating and capital activities over the period of the plan and how they are aligned 
to Council’s strategic outcomes (Community Strategic Plan).  
 
The Four-Year Delivery Program provides the Council’s commitment to the 
community to perform all of its functions by outlining the activities for which it is 
responsible over the term of the Council, including how those activities will be 
prioritised, and how Council will measure and evaluate their implementation. The 
Delivery Program is reviewed annually, the first year 2025/26 forming the basis from 
which the detail of projects, actions and functions to be undertaken within the 
2025/26 Operational Plan are drawn. The Long-Term Financial Plan (LTFP) is a 
rolling ten-year plan and contains projection of Council’s income and expenditure, 
assets, liabilities and cashflow including industry financial and infrastructure ratios. 
 
The combined Long-Term Financial Plan (LTFP), Strategic Asset Management Plan 
(SAMP), and Workforce Management Strategy (WMS), forms jointly to make up the 
Resourcing Strategy (RS). 
 
The RS outlines the provision and allocation of the resources required (time, money, 
assets, and people) to perform the Council’s functions and deliver the strategic 
outcomes identified in the draft Community Strategic Plan – Ryde to 2035. 
 
The Local Government Act requires the draft IP&R documents to be exhibited for a 
period of at least 28 days, during which time the public can make submissions. These 
submissions must be considered by Council before these documents are adopted. 
Further details on consultation timeframes can be found at the ‘Timetable and Public 
Consultation’ section of this report.  
 
The following diagram shows the relationship between the Community Strategic Plan, 
the Four-Year Delivery Program, One-Year Operational Plan, and Resourcing 
Strategy comprising of Long-Term Financial Plan, Strategic Asset Management Plan, 
and Workforce Management Strategy.  
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ITEM 3 (continued) 

Agenda of the Extraordinary Council Meeting No. 4/25, dated Wednesday 30 April 
2025. 
 

 

 
 

 
 
A copy of the Draft Four-Year Delivery Program 2025-2029 is ATTACHMENT 1 – 
CIRCULATED UNDER SEPARATE COVER, Draft One-Year Operational Plan 2025-
2026 ATTACHMENT 2 – CIRCULATED UNDER SEPARATE COVER, Draft Fees 
and Charges 2025-2026 ATTACHMENT 3 – CIRCULATED UNDER SEPARATE 
COVER, Draft Ten-Year Long-Term Financial Plan 2025-2035 ATTACHMENT 4 – 
CIRCULATED UNDER SEPARATE COVER, Draft Workforce Management Strategy 
ATTACHMENT 5 – CIRCULATED UNDER SEPARATE COVER and Draft 
Strategic Asset Management Plan ATTACHMENT 6 – CIRCULATED UNDER 
SEPARATE COVER. 
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ITEM 3 (continued) 

Agenda of the Extraordinary Council Meeting No. 4/25, dated Wednesday 30 April 
2025. 
 

 
Draft Budget FY25/26 
 
The Draft Budget FY25/26 projects a Net Operating Surplus of $$4.66m, and 
$31.87m before Capital Grants and Contributions.  
 
Total projected expenditure (excluding depreciation) for delivering both recurrent & 
capital projects is $183.2m. Of this $139.3m is in delivering recurrent operations such 
as Roads, Parks, Buildings Maintenance, Library Services, Community Development 
& Events, Ryde Aquatic Leisure Centre, Forward Planning & Economic Development 
Activities, Regulatory Services, Subdivision & Development Activities, Waste 
Management and Governance Activities.  
 
Draft Budget Capital expenditure of $43.9m includes, $37.0m in delivering 68 capital 
works projects in the next financial year, capital fleet purchases of $4.7m and $2.2m 
in lease payments.  
 
The main source of Council’s income is generated from Rates (47%). Other sources 
of income are Waste Management and Storm Water Charges (15%), Grants & 
Contributions (17%) and User Charges (9%) The remaining 12% is made up of 
Interest on Investments, Other Revenue and Net Gain from Disposal of Assets. 
 
The City of Ryde is committed to Statutory financial reporting surplus budgets, 
IPART’s Rate Peg of 6.7% has helped go a long way to catch up some of the known 
cost increases which have been imposed upon council over the last couple of years 
which includes increased costs for materials and supplies, council staffing as well as 
projected increases in utilities, fuel, cyber security costs and insurance have proven a 
challenge for Council to produce a balanced budget next Financial Year. 
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The table below provides summary of Operational Income and Expenditure below:  
 

 
 
 
Local Government Award Increase: 
 
The award increase for 2025/26 is 3% increase in salaries and wages, a further 0.5% 
increase in superannuation. The 2025/26 financial year is the final year of 
superannuation guarantee increases up to the maximum 12%.  Whilst inflation has 
been on a downward trend over the last 2 years, there are still pockets of the 
economy which are subject to higher than average inflationary factors such as 
construction and information technology services.  
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Capital Works Project Expenditure: 
 
The FY25/26 Draft Capital Works Program is a total expenditure of $41.7m. The plan 
has been developed in response to the priority projects in the 2025-2029 Delivery 
Program. Of this, $32.2m has been allocated for renewal of Councils existing assets 
to ensure the condition is maintained for residents. In addition, $9.5m has been 
allocated for the construction of new assets which with majority of this expenditure 
related to the Constitution Road Upgrade project $8.8m.  
 
In addition to the Capital works program, Council will be spending $2.2m lease 
payments for the North Ryde Office. 
 
Next year’s works program has been funded from the following various sources, 
Internal Reserves, Section 7.11 & 7.12 Developer Contributions and Capital Grants 
and Contributions.  
 
It is important to note that Council forecasts its Section 7.11 and Section 7.12 related 
expenditure for the coming financial year based on receipts already received to 
ensure that Section 7.11 funds are not over-committed and that cashflow remains 
positive.  
 
Some key highlights of the $31.39m Capital Works Program include the following 
projects: 
 
• $11.0m - Constitution Road Infrastructure Upgrades  
• $ 5.7m - Passive Park Renewal 
• $ 2.9m - Bus Stop DDA compliance 
• $ 2.2m - Passive Parks Expansion 
• $ 1.5m - Operational Building Renewal 
• $ 1.4m - Meadowbank Park Masterplan Delivery AIF 
• $ 1.2m - Community Buildings Renewals - Libraries Improvements 
• $ 1.1m - Road Resurfacing Renewal 
• $ 1.0m - RALC Asset Renewal 
• $905k - Pedestrian Crossing Lighting Upgrade 
• $755k - Commercial Buildings Renewal 
• $680k - Traffic Facilities Expansion 
• $642k - Footpath Construction Expansion 
• $527k - Community Buildings Renewal 
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The table below provides summary of next year’s Capital Works Program of $41.7m 
by asset class and $2.2m lease: 
 

 
 
Rates Income: 
 
In FY25/26 the Independent Pricing and Regulatory Tribunal (IPART) prescribed that 
the Rate Peg will include several components which are identified in the following 
rate peg breakdown. 
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The rate peg considers the base cost change for all councils at 3.6% and then for the 
other categories of Emergency Services Levy, Local government elections costs and 
population growth, councils can be anywhere between the upper and lower 
parameters, depending on individual circumstance. 
 
For the City of Ryde the 2025/26 rate peg result set by IPART is 6.7%. This rate peg 
calculation included the change in the Base cost change of 3.6% and election cost 
adjustment of 0.2%. The significant amount for population factor and adjustment of 
2.9% reflects the issues that councils encounter when the population increases but 
the increase in rates revenue can lag several years behind. This additional revenue is 
IPART’s acknowledgement that council costs for assets and services that the 
increase in population costs now rather than in the future. 
 
Section 8B of the Local Government Act 1993, outlines the principles of sound 
financial management. Council should be responsible and sustainable ensuring 
revenue aligns with expenses. Council should have regard to achieving 
intergenerational equity and ensure that policy decisions have consider the financial 
impact on future generations. Due to the rising costs Council faces, it is imperative 
that the rate peg of 6.7% is taken so Council can still continue to provide its current 
services. The impact of not accepting the rate peg will have compounding effects into 
the future and will risk Council’s financial sustainability. 
   
The total projected rates income is forecasted to be $95.3m in FY25/26 which 
represents 47% of Council’s total revenue. 
 
Domestic Waste Management (DWM) Charge: 
 
As per Section 504 of the Local Government Act 1993, the charge for domestic waste 
must be calculated after taking into account the reasonable cost of providing these 
services.  
 
In FY25/26 it is expected that Council will spend $29.2m in providing garbage, 
recycling, disposal and clean up services to the residents compared to $26.0m in 
FY24/25, this represents an increase of 12.2% which is an increase of $3.2m. The 
current Standard Waste Management Charge per household for the waste 
management services is $528.90 per annum, this service consists of: 
 

• Garbage Bin (140L) collected weekly; 
• Recycling Bin (240L) and Green vegetation Bin (240L) collected fortnightly; 
• Mulching and Chipping Service; and 
• Clean-Up services (maximum of 5 per property per year). 

 
In FY25/26, due to ongoing increased costs for Recycling and Collection Services, 
the total cost of providing the service has increased, therefore it is proposed to 
increase standard waste management charge to $528.90 per annum. This difference 
of $43 represents an 8.85% increase. 
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The new contract providing this service is higher costs than the current contract. 
Therefore, it is imperative that Council increases the Domestic Waste Charge to 
ensure revenue is aligned to recover these expenses.  
 
These changes have been reflected in the Proposed Fees and Charges in the 
ATTACHMENT 3 – CIRCULATED UNDER SEPARATE COVER. 
 
Proposed Rating Structure: 
 
Council considers the principles of equity and benefit in determining its rating 
structure and seeks to:  
• Maximise the income from business properties to ensure business contributes 

their fair proportion of rates to the City of Ryde  
• Set minimum rates in accordance with the appropriate guidelines  
• Council’s rating policy position has been to retain a 70/30 revenue generation split 

between the rates derived from residential and business properties. This was first 
initiated in 2008/09.  

 
The table below details the impact of the approved IPART Rate Peg increase of 6.7%. 
 

 Split Current  
Average  
Rates & 
Charges 
FY25/26* 

Draft 
Average 
Rates & 
Charges  
FY25/26* 

$  
(Decrease) / 

Increase 

% 
(Decrease) / 

Increase 

Residential 
 

70% $1,183 $1,253 $70 5.91% 

Business 
 

30% $11,144 $11,957 $813 7.30% 

 
*Excludes Major Shopping Centers so as not to distort the average 
 
The increase in average residential Rates of $70 is an extra $1.34 per week or 19 
cents per day. 
 
In addition to the above, the proposed Standard Domestic Waste Charge for 
2025/2026 is $528.90 which is an increase of $43 - an extra $0.83 per week or 12 
cents per day.   
 
Council Reserves: 
 
It is projected that unrestricted cash will be $8.5m at 30 June 2025. These funds are 
held to meet day to day operational needs as well as to meet unknown or unexpected 
costs. This number is expected to decrease slightly to $8.0m due to the recent 
averages of rates in arrears creating a less than 100% cash recovery of rates. 
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Projected External Restrictions of $187.6m comprise mainly of Developer 
Contributions, Voluntary Planning Agreements, Domestic Waste, Infrastructure 
Special Rate Reserve, Macquarie Park Corridor Levy, Stormwater Management and 
Specific Unexpended Grants and Contributions. These funds must be fully expended 
for the specific purpose it was collected and cannot be used for general operations.  
 
Internal Reserves of $98.8m are funds that are internally restricted to proactively 
plan. Any movements in these reserves are determined by Council Resolution and 
this funding is earmarked for future commitments such as asset renewals, plant 
replacement, information technology, council elections, employee leave entitlements 
etc.  
 
The table below details the movements in Internal Reserves: 
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It is proposed to transfer additional funding on an ongoing basis to Information 
Technology and Assets Replacement Reserve to ensure funding is available in the 
future in response to any industry and market changes. In addition, Ryde Aquatic 
Leisure Centre (RALC) Reserve was reinstated a couple of years ago, as RALC is a 
valuable community asset and has been maintained to a standard appropriate for its 
age and operational profile. To mitigate future financial risk in terms of asset renewal 
for RALC, it is intended that a dedicated reserve is put in place to ensure adequate 
funds are available to maximise the life and operational efficiency of the asset. 
 
Fees and Charges: 
 
Council’s Fees and Charges in FY25/26 account for 9% of council’s total operating 
income.   
 
In preparing the Fees and Charges for FY2025/26, a default increase of 6.7% was 
applied to most non statutory fees and charges apart from the RALC which competes 
directly with other aquatic centres in neighboring councils and as such has increased 
prices by a more moderate 2.9%. Fees were then benchmarked against neighboring 
Councils and fees were either increased further or decreased based on this market 
analysis. Income generated from Fees and Charges is a function of both price and 
demand and Council aims to set fees in order to recover the cost of providing these 
services.  
 
It is important to note that changes in legislation made by the State Government, 
primarily relating to Planning and Development matters, may result in a change in 
how fees and charges may be levied in the future. 
 
Long Term Financial Plan: 
 
Each council must prepare and adopt a 10 year Long Term Financial Plan (LTFP). 
This plan must be used to inform decision making and due regard must be given to 
promoting the financial sustainability of Council. 
 
The LTFP is a tool aimed at assisting decision-making and forecasting Council’s 
future financial position. It is not intended to be is set in stone – it is a guide for future 
action. The modelling that occurs as part of this plan will attempt to help Council to 
mitigate any future financial risks and ensure prudent long term financial planning. It 
will also provide an opportunity for Council to identify financial issues at an earlier 
stage and gauge the effect of these issues in the longer term. 
 
Council’s LTFP has been reviewed and updated as a rolling 10-year financial 
projection. This 10 year projection will be undertaken as part of the Draft Budget 
cycle each year and when required.  
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The LTFP must include: 
 

•   Projected income and expenditure, balance sheet and cashflow statement; 
• The planning assumptions used to develop the Plan, “the Planning 

Assumptions Statement” 
• Sensitivity analysis highlighting factors/assumptions most likely to affect the 

Plan; 
•   Financial modelling for different scenarios; and 
•   Methods of monitoring financial performance. 

 
Detailed information can be found in the Long-Term Financial Plan under 
ATTACHMENT 4 CIRCULATED UNDE SEPARATE COVER. 
 
Financial Implications 
 
The Draft Budget FY25/26 will ensure that Council remains in a satisfactory financial 
position and projects a Net Operating Surplus of $31.9m, and $4.66m before Capital 
Grants and Contributions. It is projected that unrestricted cash will reduce by $0.5m 
from FY2024/25 to $8.0m. The unrestricted cash will be increased above this level is 
there is sufficient savings through the financial year. 
 
Conclusion 
 
The Draft 2025-2029 Delivery Program, Draft 2025-2035 LTFP, Draft 2025-2026 
Operational Plan including Fees and Charges has been developed using prudent 
financial management principles and assumptions.  
 
A key feature of the Draft 2025-2029 Delivery Program and 2025-2026 Operational 
Plan is that all existing services and service levels are maintained and are aligned 
with the aspirational targets outlined in Council’s Community Strategic Plan. 
 
Workforce Management Strategy (WMS): 
 
Under Section 403 of the Local Government Act 1993, as part of the Integrated 
Planning and Reporting (“IP&R”) framework introduced in 2009 and revised in 
September 2021, a council must develop and endorse a Workforce Management 
Strategy (WMS) to address the human resourcing requirements of Council’s Four-
Year Delivery Program and One-Year Operational Plan.  
 
The Workforce Management Strategy (WMS) is a statutory document required under 
the Integrated Planning and Reporting (IP&R) framework and legislative 
requirements. Combined with the Long-Term Financial Plan (LTFP) led by Finance 
and Strategic Asset Management Plan (SAMP) led by City Fabric, the WMS led by 
People and Culture, forms jointly to make up the Resourcing Strategy (RS).  
 
 



 
 
 
 Council Reports  Page 50 

 
ITEM 3 (continued) 

Agenda of the Extraordinary Council Meeting No. 4/25, dated Wednesday 30 April 
2025. 
 

 
The RS outlines the provision and allocation of the resources required (time, money, 
assets, and people) to perform the Council’s functions and deliver the strategic 
outcomes identified in the draft Community Strategic Plan – Ryde to 2035.  
 
As part of the overarching Resourcing Strategy, the WMS seeks to proactively 
manage how the City of Ryde shapes the capacity and capability of the workforce to 
deliver the work committed to within the Four-Year Delivery Program and One-Year 
Operational Plan. It seeks to ensure the resources employed by the Council are 
available in the right place, at the right time, using the right skills to deliver the 
priorities, strategies, actions, and projects identified in our Four-Year Delivery 
program and One-Year Operational Plan.  
 
It ensures that we can effectively deliver essential services, adapt to changing 
community needs and optimise resources for future sustainability by:  
 
• improving service delivery, through ensuring the organisation has the right talent 

to meet community or business needs  
• enhanced efficiency, by reducing skill shortages, overstaffing and unnecessary 

costs  
• supporting business growth, by aligning workforce capabilities with long-term 

goals  
• fostering employee development, by helping to retain skilled employees through 

training and career planning  
• ensuring compliance, by helping the City of Ryde meet legal and regulatory 

requirements.  
 
The WMS presents the challenges, opportunities, and strategies that will guide the 
Council’s workforce management from 2025 to 2029, providing a solid foundation for 
long-term workforce and resourcing strategies.  
 
A review has been undertaken through internal consultation and comparative review 
with ‘best practice’ examples from other local Councils. Substantial improvements 
have been built into the new draft Workforce Management Strategy (WMS) to 
contemporise the information, draw leading practices from other peers in local 
government, and will supersede the Workforce Plan 2018 – 2022.  
 
The WMS will continue to evolve and be updated regularly by People and Culture to 
reflect any significant decisions that impact resources, resource allocation, and levels 
of service.  
 
This will include the current proposed new organisational structure that is being 
considered to strengthen partnerships with the NSW Government to meet 
development approval targets, support sustainable housing growth, enhance support 
for businesses, advance sustainability initiatives, invest in sustainable transport, and 
foster inclusion and multiculturalism.  
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Strategic Asset Management Plan (SAMP) 
 
This Strategic Asset Management Plan (SAMP) takes the organisational objectives in 
Council’s Community Strategic Plan, develops the asset management objectives, 
principles, framework, and strategies required to achieve City of Ryde’s strategic 
objectives. Our aim is to provide the services needed by the community in a financial 
sustainable manner and managing future demands. Achieving financial sustainability 
requires balancing service levels and performance with cost, risk, and desired states 
of assets.  
 
To manage these infrastructure assets effectively, City of Ryde has considered: 
 
• The existing network: how this is performing and whether this meets the desired 

levels of services.  
• Whether we should expand the asset network through new projects 
• How projects are prioritised within Council’s financial capacity  
• When the existing assets should be renewed, upgraded/expanded.  
• How/when they should be maintained 
• How budgets are allocated 
• How asset data is collected and used for works planning. 
 
The Total Gross Replacement Cost (GRC) of the City of Ryde’s assets are valued at 
more than $1.5 Billion. This includes asset classes such as Roads, Stormwater 
Drainage, Bridges, Buildings, Open Space/Recreational Assets, Footpath and 
Cycleways, Kerb and Gutter, and Foreshore Assets.  
 
The plan summarises activities, asset management improvement tasks and 
expenditure projections for individual class to achieve asset management objectives 
and providing desired levels of services from infrastructure assets. City of Ryde is the 
custodian of an extensive portfolio of infrastructure, non-infrastructure, community, 
and operational assets to deliver required services to the community. 
 
Council is strongly committed to delivering high quality assets and services to the 
community and complying with its legislative requirements. Through the 
implementation of this Strategy Council aims to deliver: 
 
• Outcome focused asset management: Improved services and assets optimising 

resources through appropriately aligning future services and assets. 
 
• Informed decision making: A comprehensive understanding of the nature and 

condition of our assets and the effects our actions have on them. 
 
• Sustainable lifecycle management: A key set of actions that will allow us to 

manage the provision of these assets into the future at lowest long-term cost. 
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• Prioritised maintenance: Being able to assign appropriate levels of funding for 

operational actions for each asset group in line with service levels outlines in 
Council’s Community Strategic Plan (CSP). 

 
• Understanding limitations: Being able to clearly define the service levels that 

can be delivered with the resources available. 
 
Councillor Engagement 
 
The following workshops were conducted with Councillors in the formulation of the 
Budget and review of minimum rates: 
 

• Draft Budget Assumptions      - 02 Feb 2025   
• Draft Budget and Minimum Rates     - 18 Mar 2025 

   
Timetable and Public Consultation 
 
The following timetable is proposed in respect of Council’s consideration of the Draft 
Plans: 
 
Date Action 
29 April 2025 Consideration by Council of Draft Plans for Public Exhibition. 
1 May 2025 Commencement of Public Exhibition period of Draft Plans. 
1 June 2025 Completion of Public Exhibition of the Draft Plans and Closing 

date for receipt of all public submissions 
24 June 2025 Consideration by Council of public submissions on Draft Plans 

and amendments. Draft Plans for consideration and adoption, 
including the setting of rates, fees and charges for 2025/26. 

 
The following consultation / advertisement is proposed to promote Council’s Draft 
Plans. 
 
• Public notification in the Weekly Times of Draft Plans on 7 May 2025. 
• Public exhibition of Draft Plans between 1 May 2025 and 1 June 2025. 
• Draft Plans will be available for viewing on Council’s website. 
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4 DRAFT COMMUNITY STRATEGIC PLAN AND DRAFT COMMUNITY 
ENGAGEMENT STRATEGY - PUBLIC EXHIBITION  

Report prepared by: Manager - Business Strategy and Innovation 
       File No.: GRP/25/8 - BP25/171  
 
REPORT SUMMARY 
 
All local councils across the state are required to plan and report in line with the NSW 
Office of Local Government’s Integrated Planning and Reporting (IP&R) framework.   
 
The Community Strategic Plan (CSP) and Community Engagement Strategy (CES) 
are two of the statutory documents required under the Integrated Planning and 
Reporting (IP&R) framework and legislative requirements. 
 
The CSP is developed on behalf of the community to articulate their collective vision, 
aspirations, objectives, and priorities for the future and describe the strategic 
pathways to achieve the City of Ryde’s seven strategic outcomes covering a 
minimum timeframe of 10 years.  It is the highest-level of strategic planning 
undertaken by the Council and sits above and guides all other Council plans and 
strategies.   
 
The CES outlines the approach and guiding principles for ensuring that our 
community and relevant stakeholder groups have an opportunity to meaningfully 
have their say and participate in the development of the Council’s key strategies, 
policies, programs, and plans. 
 
In accordance with the provisions of the Local Government Act 1993 and Local 
Government (General) Regulation 2021 pertaining to local government elections, the 
Council has refreshed and developed the draft Community Strategic Plan – Ryde to 
2035 (ATTACHMENT 1 – CIRCULATED UNDER SEPARATE COVER) and the draft 
Community Engagement Strategy (ATTACHMENT 2 – CIRCULATED UNDER 
SEPARATE COVER) for this term of council. 
 
The draft CSP and CES must be placed on public exhibition for at least 28 days. 
 
The final versions of the CSP and CES, incorporating community feedback will be 
submitted to the Council for adoption at its meeting of 24 June 2025. 
 
RECOMMENDATION: 
 
(a) That Council receives and notes the draft Community Strategic Plan – Ryde to 

2035 and draft Community Engagement Strategy as provided in 
ATTACHMENTS 1 and 2.  

 
(b) That Council notes that extensive community engagement and a wide range of 

research methods were conducted to seek our community’s valuable feedback 
and input as provided in ATTACHMENT 3.  



 
 
 
 Council Reports  Page 54 

 
ITEM 4 (continued) 

Agenda of the Extraordinary Council Meeting No. 4/25, dated Wednesday 30 April 
2025. 
 

 
(c)    That Council, in accordance with legislative requirements, endorses for public 

exhibition the draft Community Strategic Plan – Ryde to 2035 and draft 
Community Engagement Strategy for a period of 32 days from 1 May 2025 to 1 
June 2025 (inclusive). 

 
ATTACHMENTS – CIRCULATED UNDER SEPARATE COVER 
1  Draft City of Ryde Community Strategic Plan - Public Exhibition April 2025  
2  Draft City of Ryde Community Engagement Strategy - Public Exhibition April 

2025 
 

3  Community Engagement Methodology (Community Strategic Plan) - Final 
Report 

 

 
Report Prepared By: 
 
Benjamin Tso 
Manager - Business Strategy and Innovation  
 
Report Approved By: 
 
Wayne Rylands 
Chief Executive Officer  
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Discussion 
 
As detailed within the Office of Local Government (OLG) Integrated Planning and 
Reporting Guidelines for Local Government in NSW, September 2021, after an 
ordinary election, the Council is required to review, refresh, and prepare the 
Community Strategic Plan (CSP) and Community Engagement Strategy (CES).   
 
The CSP must be placed on public exhibition for at least 28 days and then adopted 
by Council the plan and strategy, before 30 June in the year following an ordinary 
election of Council (by Monday 30 June 2025).  
 
Community Strategic Plan – Ryde 2025 to 2035 
 
Under Section 402 of the Local Government Act 1993 (LG Act), as part of the 
Integrated Planning and Reporting (“IP&R”) framework introduced in 2009 and 
revised in September 2021, a council must prepare and develop the highest-level of 
strategic plan that sits above and guides all other Council plans and strategies called 
its ‘Community Strategic Plan (CSP)’.     
 
The CSP is developed on behalf of the community to articulate their collective vision, 
aspirations, objectives, and priorities for the future and describe the strategic 
pathways to achieve the City of Ryde’s seven strategic outcomes covering a 
minimum timeframe of 10 years. 
 
A comprehensive review has been undertaken through both internal and external 
research, community engagement and consultation, and comparative review with 
‘best practice’ examples from other local councils.  Substantial improvements have 
been built into the new draft CSP to contemporise the information, improve alignment 
with OLG CSP standards and requirements, and will supersede the ‘Our Vision for 
Ryde 2028 Community Strategic Plan’. 
 
Community Engagement on the CSP  
 
The draft ‘Community Strategic Plan – Ryde to 2035’ was developed following the 
election of the new City of Ryde Council in 2024 and guided by the Community 
Engagement Strategy (CES). 
 
Council deployed a wide range of research and engagement methods with the 
diverse community to seek their valuable feedback and input, in this way, both 
strategic planning and decision-making are informed and guided through an evidence 
base approach, and the representative views of the community is captured 
holistically. 
 
The detailed community and stakeholder engagement approach and methodology 
are provided in Community Engagement Methodology Report - Community Strategic 
Plan 2035 – February 2025 (ATTACHMENT 3 – CIRCULATED UNDER SEPARATE 
COVER).   
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To understand our community’s needs and aspirations for the future, we used a 
range of digital, print and face-to-face communications to raise awareness and gather 
feedback.  
 
To understand community priorities and identify quality of life indicators, gain insights 
into our community’s overall level of satisfaction with Council, and explore their 
support for our vision statement – The place to be for lifestyle and opportunity at your 
doorstep – we commissioned an independent research agency to undertake a phone 
survey with a representative sample of our community. 
 
To enhance inclusion in the engagement process, we undertook tailored engagement 
activities with school and university students, disability communities and ‘Culturally 
and Linguistically Diverse’ (CALD) communities. 
 
The extensive community engagement was co-led by Business Strategy and 
Innovation and Communications and Engagement teams, potentially reaching an 
audience of more than 120,000 and received over 1,688 direct responses during the 
period from August 2024 to February 2025. 
 
We invited our community’s contribution in refreshing the CSP to ensure that the 
vision, seven strategic outcomes, and priorities continue to reflect our community and 
guide our next Four-Year Delivery Program and One-Year Operational Plan.  
 
The ‘Have Your Say’ period was open from Monday 30 September 2024 to Sunday 2 
February 2025 during which our community could provide feedback via the online 
survey, online submission form, email, post, by attending the Community 
Engagement stall at the Granny Smith Festival or at one of the pop-up sessions 
(Ryde Small Business Month, Macquarie University, West Ryde Station, and Ryde 
Wharf Market). 
 
The ‘Have Your Say’ was promoted through: City of Ryde’s Have Your Say webpage; 
flyers available at pop-up sessions, libraries, and various events; posters at Council 
venues; social media; and listings in the local newspaper and the Your City News    
e-newsletter. 
 
A range of feedback and submissions were received through various channels.  
There were 413 online survey submissions, 23 online submission forms, 613 
comments received at the Granny Smith Festival, and 145 comments at the 
Macquarie University pop-up session. 
 
Prior to the Have Your Say period, 503 phone surveys with City of Ryde residents 
were conducted by an external research agency to seek community feedback on 
Council services and the CSP outcomes.  Also, the Council engaged an external 
consultant to support the disability community service providers, to collect data on the 
CSP and consulted with a total of 40 people with disability, family, carers, and 
support staff.    
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This aimed to achieve a more demographically representative sample base.  The 
results of this survey were used to inform some of the options available in the online 
survey. 
 
Internal engagement on the CSP also occurred via workshops with Councillors, 
Council’s leadership teams and staff. 
 
Over the seven-months period, more than 1,688 residents, visitors, workers, service 
providers, elected representatives at all levels of government, local businesses and 
community groups responded with hundreds of future-shaping insights. 
 
All findings and feedback were instrumental in understanding our community’s 
priorities and how they view their quality of life.  The valuable community feedback 
has been synthesised and guided the development of the draft Community Strategic 
Plan, Four-Year Delivery Program, and One-Year Operational Plan.  
 
Community Engagement Strategy (CES) 
 
Under Section 402A of the Local Government Act 1993, as part of the Integrated 
Planning and Reporting (“IP&R”) framework introduced in 2009 and revised in 
September 2021, a council must prepare, establish, and implement a strategy for 
engagement with the local community called its ‘Community Engagement Strategy 
(CES)’.  
 
The CES outlines the Council’s commitment to undertake community engagement for 
a range of key activities including policy and strategy development and key projects.  
It includes the approach and guiding principles for ensuring that our community and 
relevant stakeholder groups have an opportunity to have their say in a meaningful 
way and participate in the development of the Council’s key strategies, policies, 
programs, and plans. 
 
Council’s CES reflects the Office of Local Government’s (OLG) requirements and 
best practices, with an approach based on the social justice principles of access, 
equity, participation, and rights, and includes key tenets such as the International 
Association of Public Participation (IAP2) Public Participation Spectrum, and 
definitions of levels of impact and engagement methods as well as timeframes as 
defined by the Act. 
 
The CES guides and supports the development of all Council strategies, policies, 
programs, plans, and key activities – including those relating to Integrated Planning 
and Reporting (IP&R), as well as strategic plans and programs required under other 
legislation.  It confirms the level of engagement required and that appropriate 
engagement occurs with residents, our working community, businesses, state 
agencies, and non-government organisations to support the community’s 
involvement in the strategic planning process and the creation of plans that represent 
the aspirations and diversity of needs of the local community. 
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As a minimum, the CES must identify relevant stakeholder groups within the 
community and outline the engagement methods that will be used to ensure that they 
have an opportunity to contribute to the development of key plans and policies that 
shape the future of the City. 
 
A comprehensive review has been undertaken through internal consultation and 
comparative review with ‘best practice’ examples from other local Councils.  
Substantial improvement has been built into the new draft Community Engagement 
Strategy (CES). 
 
As required under the Act, the draft CES was first presented, reviewed, and noted by 
the Council at the Council meeting on 10 December 2024, within three months of the 
election of the incoming Council. 
 
After notation by Council, and as part of the broader review of the Integrated 
Planning and Reporting (IPR) requirements, both the draft Community Strategic Plan 
– Ryde to 2035 and draft Community Engagement Strategy will be placed on public 
exhibition. 
 
Financial Implications 
 
The endorsement of the recommendation(s) will have no financial impact. 
 
The financial costs related to the refresh of the new suite of Integrated Planning and 
Reporting (IP&R) documents in alignment with OLG’s standards and requirements 
have been budgeted for in FY24/25. 
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5 2025 NATIONAL GENERAL ASSEMBLY OF LOCAL GOVERNMENT - 
National Convention Centre, Canberra - 24 to 27 June 2025  

Report prepared by: Acting Civic Support Officer 
       File No.: CLR/25/12/2 - BP25/242  
 

 
REPORT SUMMARY 
 
The National General Assembly of Local Government will be held at the National 
Convention Centre in Canberra from Tuesday, 24 June 2025 to Friday, 27 June 
2025. 
 
This report is presented to Council for its consideration of the Mayor (or his 
nominee) in addition to the Chief Executive Officer (and/or his delegates) and other 
interested Councillor/s to attend the Assembly. 

 
RECOMMENDATION: 
 
(a) That Council consider the attendance of the Mayor (or his nominee) in 

addition to the Chief Executive Officer (and/or his delegates) and other 
interested Councillor/s at the National General Assembly to be held in 
Canberra from Tuesday, 24 June 2025 to Friday, 27 June 2025. 
  

(b) That Council nominate the Mayor (or his nominee) to be the voting delegate to 
represent the City of Ryde during debates on Motions presented to the 
Assembly. 
 

(c) That Council determine whether other Councillors are to attend, and if so, who 
are to be the nominated participants. 

 
ATTACHMENTS 
1  2025 National General Assembly - Program  
2  Councillor Expenses and Facilities Policy  

  
Report Prepared By: 
 
Amy Woodhams 
Acting Civic Support Officer  
 
Report Approved By: 
 
Graham Humphreys 
Manager - Business Assurance and Governance 
 
Wayne Rylands 
Chief Executive Officer  
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Discussion 
 
Conference 
 
The 2025 National General Assembly of Local Government will meet from Tuesday, 
24 June 2025 to Friday, 27 June 2025 at the National Convention Centre in 
Canberra. The Assembly will be hosted by the Australian Local Government 
Association (ALGA). 
 
The theme of the Assembly this year is “National Priorities Need Local Solutions”.  
The National General Assembly aims to explore the critical importance of trust in 
governments, between governments, its institutions, and its citizens.  This trust is a 
fundamental building block of our nation’s democracy. A Program regarding the 
Conference is provided for in ATTACHMENT 1. 
 
Previously, the Mayor (or his nominee) and the Chief Executive Officer (and/or his 
nominees) have attended the Assembly.  
 
A notice was placed in the Councillor Information Bulletin dated 15 April 2025 inviting 
Councillors to indicate their interest to attend the Assembly.  As a result, no 
expressions of interest were received from Councillors in relation to attending the 
Assembly. 
 
In determining Councillor attendance to the Assembly, Council is required to 
nominate one voting delegate to represent the City of Ryde during debates on 
Motions presented to the Assembly.  This report recommends the Mayor (or his 
nominee) to be Council’s voting delegate. 
 
Financial Implications 
 
The following is a summary of costs that would be incurred per person to attend the 
Assembly:- 
 
 Registration:  $979 (Early Bird Rate – before 23 May 2025) 
 Travel to Canberra:  Approximately $450 return via car or $800 return flight 
 Accommodation for four (4) nights:  Approximately $800 
 
In addition to the above summary, it is anticipated that additional costs for incidentals, 
meals and taxi fares would also be incurred. This will be determined after the 
Conference. 

 
The total cost for attending this Conference (in person) is approximately $2579 
(excluding meals, incidentals and taxi fare charges). 
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It should be noted that in accordance with the Councillor Expenses and Facilities 
Policy, Council will not meet any costs incurred in relation to attending the National 
General Assembly of Local Government Conference. 
 
Policy Implications 
 
There is no policy implication through adoption of the recommendation. The 
Councillor Expenses and Facilities Policy sets out the entitlements for Councillors 
attending such Conferences set out in ATTACHMENT 2. 
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Agenda of the Extraordinary Council Meeting No. 4/25, dated Wednesday 30 April 
2025. 
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Agenda of the Extraordinary Council Meeting No. 4/25, dated Wednesday 30 April 
2025. 
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Agenda of the Extraordinary Council Meeting No. 4/25, dated Wednesday 30 April 
2025. 
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Agenda of the Extraordinary Council Meeting No. 4/25, dated Wednesday 30 April 
2025. 
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Agenda of the Extraordinary Council Meeting No. 4/25, dated Wednesday 30 April 
2025. 
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Agenda of the Extraordinary Council Meeting No. 4/25, dated Wednesday 30 April 
2025. 
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Agenda of the Extraordinary Council Meeting No. 4/25, dated Wednesday 30 April 
2025. 
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Agenda of the Extraordinary Council Meeting No. 4/25, dated Wednesday 30 April 
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Agenda of the Extraordinary Council Meeting No. 4/25, dated Wednesday 30 April 
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Agenda of the Extraordinary Council Meeting No. 4/25, dated Wednesday 30 April 
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Agenda of the Extraordinary Council Meeting No. 4/25, dated Wednesday 30 April 
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Agenda of the Extraordinary Council Meeting No. 4/25, dated Wednesday 30 April 
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Agenda of the Extraordinary Council Meeting No. 4/25, dated Wednesday 30 April 
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Agenda of the Extraordinary Council Meeting No. 4/25, dated Wednesday 30 April 
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Agenda of the Extraordinary Council Meeting No. 4/25, dated Wednesday 30 April 
2025. 
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Agenda of the Extraordinary Council Meeting No. 4/25, dated Wednesday 30 April 
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Agenda of the Extraordinary Council Meeting No. 4/25, dated Wednesday 30 April 
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Agenda of the Extraordinary Council Meeting No. 4/25, dated Wednesday 30 April 
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Agenda of the Extraordinary Council Meeting No. 4/25, dated Wednesday 30 April 
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Agenda of the Extraordinary Council Meeting No. 4/25, dated Wednesday 30 April 
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Agenda of the Extraordinary Council Meeting No. 4/25, dated Wednesday 30 April 
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Agenda of the Extraordinary Council Meeting No. 4/25, dated Wednesday 30 April 
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Agenda of the Extraordinary Council Meeting No. 4/25, dated Wednesday 30 April 
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Agenda of the Extraordinary Council Meeting No. 4/25, dated Wednesday 30 April 
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Agenda of the Extraordinary Council Meeting No. 4/25, dated Wednesday 30 April 
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Agenda of the Extraordinary Council Meeting No. 4/25, dated Wednesday 30 April 
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Council Reports  Page 103 
 
ITEM 5 (continued) ATTACHMENT 2 

Agenda of the Extraordinary Council Meeting No. 4/25, dated Wednesday 30 April 
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Agenda of the Extraordinary Council Meeting No. 4/25, dated Wednesday 30 April 
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6 PLANNING PROPOSAL FOR FINALISATION - Reclassification of Public 
Land at 4 Pittwater Road, Gladesville from Community Land to 
Operational Land  

Report prepared by: Strategic Planner 
       File No.: LEP2022/14/4 - BP25/283  
 
REPORT SUMMARY 
 
At its meeting on 25 March 2025, Council resolved to defer consideration of the 
following report: 
 
Item Number: 6 
 
Report Title: PLANNING PROPOSAL FOR FINALISATION - Reclassification of 
Public Land at 4 Pittwater Road, Gladesville from Community to Operational 
Land 
 
The report is ATTACHMENT 5 – CIRCULATED UNDER SEPARATE COVER. 
 
RECOMMENDATION: 
 
(a) That Council endorse the planning proposal to reclassify land at 4 Pittwater 

Road, Gladesville, being LOT 1 DP 816692 from Community land to 
Operational land. 
 

(b) That Council endorse the submission of the planning proposal to the 
Department of Planning, Housing and Infrastructure and the Parliamentary 
Counsel’s Office for finalisation under s.3.36 of the Environmental Planning and 
Assessment Act 1979. 

 
ATTACHMENTS – CIRCULATED UNDER SEPARATE COVER 
1  Letter from Proponent to City of Ryde Council Regarding Lease of 4 

Pittwater Road 
 

2  Letter to Council - Alteration of Gateway determination for land at 4 Pittwater 
Road, Gladesville - signed 9 April 2025 

 

3  Alteration of Gateway Determination - PP-2022-3966 - 4 Pittwater Road, 
Gladesville - signed 9 April 2025 

 

4  Pittwater Road 6 - Gladesville Occasional Child Care Centre - copy of 
signed agreement for for financial contribution. Hunter's Hill Council - 
Margaret Kelly 

 

5  Previous Council Report - Planning Proposal for Finalisation - 
Reclassification of Public Land at 4 Pittwater Road, Gladesville from 
Community to Operational Land 

 

6  Planning Proposal - Post-Gateway - August 2024  
7  Ryde LEP 2014 Maps - 4 Pittwater Road, Gladesville - PP-2022-3966  
8  Consistency of PP with SEPPs  
9  Consistency of PP with S9.1 Directions  
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10  Certificate of Title for Lot 1 in DP 816692 - 4 Pittwater Road, Gladesville - 
PP-2022-3966 

 

11  Deposited Plan 816692 - 4 Pittwater Road, Gladesville - PP-2022-3966  
12  Requirements of LEP Practice Note PN 16-001  
13  Council Meeting Report and Minutes - 20 September 2021 - 4 Pittwater 

Road, Gladesville - PP-2022-3966 
 

14  Summary of Councils interest in the land - PP-2022-3966  
15  Excerpt of Council Meeting Report - 19 April 2021 - 4 Pittwater Road, 

Gladesville 
 

16  Response to Pre-Lodgement Meeting - 4 Pittwater Road, Gladesville - PP-
2022-3966 

 

17  Memorandum of Transfer - 4 Pittwater Road, Gladesville - PP-2022-3966  
18  Correspondence from Council to Sydney Water dated 24 April 2023 - PP-

2022-3966 
 

19  Correspondence from Sydney Water to Council dated 5 June 2023 - PP-
2022-3966 

 

20  Proposed Reclassification 4 Pittwater Road Gladesville Public Hearing 
Report Final - 6 February 2025 

 

21  Proponent Response to Submissions Letter  
22  Gateway Letter to Council - Planning proposal PP-2022-3966 to amend 

Ryde Local Environmental Plan 2014 
 

23  Gateway Determination PP-2022-3966  
24  Ryde Local Planning Panel - Determination Statement of Reasons - 4 

Pittwater Road, Gladesville 
 

25  Proponent Response to Public Hearing and Submissions Report 
Recommendations 

 

  
Report Prepared By: 
 
Helen Lee 
Strategic Planner  
 
Report Approved By: 
 
Jeremy Giacomini 
City Architect 
 
Wayne Rylands 
Chief Executive Officer  
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REPORT 
 
The City of Ryde Councillors passed the following resolutions at the 25 March 2025 
Ordinary Council Meeting for Item 6: 
 

(a)  That City of Ryde defer the request pending a meeting between Hunters 
Hill Council, City of Ryde Council, the General Manager of the Gladesville 
Occasional Care Centre, the President of the Gladesville Occasional Care 
Centre with the view to the Gladesville Occasional Care Centre remaining 
operational for a full cycle of the school year.  

 
(b)  That an update be provided at a Councillor workshop on 8 April 2025.  
 
(c)  That a report to be brought back to the 29 April 2025 Council meeting. 

 
This report will discuss how these resolutions have been addressed.  
 
Resolution (a) 

(a)  That City of Ryde defer the request pending a meeting between Hunters 
Hill Council, City of Ryde Council, the General Manager of the Gladesville 
Occasional Care Centre, the President of the Gladesville Occasional Care 
Centre with the view to the Gladesville Occasional Care Centre remaining 
operational for a full cycle of the school year.  

 
In accordance with this resolution, City Places staff facilitated a meeting on 1 April 
2025 at the Gladesville Meeting Room, 6 Pittwater Road, Gladesville. 
 
The attendees of the meeting are as follows: 

• Gladesville Occasional Child Care Centre 
o Michelle King, President  
o Badrunnesa Begum, Supervisor 

• Hunters Hill Council 
o Steve Kourepis, Director of Town Planning 
o Annie Goodman, Director Community & Customer Services 

• City of Ryde Council 
o Wayne Rylands, CEO 
o Jeremy Giacomini, City Architect 
o Helen Lee, Strategic Planner 

 
Nick Tomlin, Acting General Manager of Hunters Hill Council was an apology due to 
another commitment. 
 
The meeting commenced with introductions and followed by City of Ryde (CoR) staff 
presented the purpose of the meeting, which was to address point (a) of the CoR 
Council resolution. 
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Response to the Council meeting 
 
Hunters Hill Council staff stated there is no Councillor resolution to sell the land or 
discontinue the childcare service. They clarified that any sale or redevelopment of the 
site would require a Councillor resolution.  
 
GOCCC requested a written statement from HHC that there will be an alternative site 
to allow seamless relocation if the GOCCC are required to vacate. They stated the 
centre would have to close if they lose this site and no alternative site is provided, as 
they are a not-for-profit organisation.  
 
HHC staff noted the existing lease between HHC and the GOCCC was a month-by-
month arrangement. In response to the Councillor resolution, the HHC staff offered to 
enter into discussions to extend the lease to a 12-month agreement. The HHC staff 
indicated they would need to discuss this with their acting General Manager and that 
the process would require a Council resolution and take some time. 
 
HHC were requested to update CoR on the outcome of discussions with the GOCCC 
regarding the provision of a longer lease than the existing month-to-month lease. 
 
Action items 
 
The following actions were identified to be addressed after the meeting: 
 
• HHC staff will discuss the lease agreement with their acting General Manager, 

to which GOCCC representatives agreed was a good first step. 
• HHC to provide a letter to GOCCC outlining timeframes for the new lease 

agreement. 
• HHC to consider the written requests from GOCCC and provide a response. 
• CoR staff to report back to Council at the 8 April 2025 Councillor Workshop and 

the 29 April 2025 Council Meeting in accordance with the resolution.  
 
On 11 April 2025, Hunters Hill Council confirmed in a letter that they will update its 
current month-to-month agreement with Gladesville Occasional Child Care Centre 
and enter into a new 12-month arrangement from June 2025 to June 2026 
(ATTACHMENT 1). 
 
Resolution (b) 

(b)  That an update be provided at a Councillor workshop on 8 April 2025.  
 
An update of the meeting was provided at the 8 April 2025 Councillor Workshop. 
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A presentation discussed the following: 
 

• Background and history of the planning proposal 
• Overview of reclassification of public land 
• Definitions and examples of community land and operational land 
• Details of the meeting 
• Overview of discussed items and next steps of the meeting. 

 
Resolution (c) 

(c)  That a report to be brought back to the 29 April 2025 Council meeting. 
 
This Council report has been prepared for the 29 April 2025 Ordinary Council 
meeting. It is still advised that Council should endorse the reclassification of 4 
Pittwater Road, Gladesville from community land to operational land through an 
amendment to the Ryde Local Environmental Plan 2014 (RLEP).  
 
Council staff will then provide drafting instructions to the Parliamentary Counsel’s 
Office (PCO) to seek their opinion. Once their opinion is received, Council staff will 
issue the finalisation package to the Department of Planning, Housing and 
Infrastructure (DPHI). Once DPHI has reviewed PCO’s opinion, and liaised with 
Council as the Planning Proposal Authority, the RLEP amendment will be officially 
gazetted on www.legislation.nsw.gov.au. 
 
The original Gateway determination stated the LEP should be made on or before 2 
May 2025, meaning the LEP amendment should be gazetted by this date. An 
extension of 6 weeks was sought from the DPHI, and a revised completion date of 13 
July 2025 has been granted (ATTACHMENT 2 & 3). 
 
Additional Matter: Existing financial agreement between City of Ryde Council 
and Hunters Hill Council 

Practice Note 16-001 (PN 16-001), issued by DPHI, titled ‘Classification and 
reclassification of public land through a local environmental plan’ identifies certain 
matters that must be addressed for Gateway consideration.  
 
These matters have been addressed in an attachment of the Planning Proposal 
submission titled Att 6. Requirements of LEP Practice Note 16-001. On the matter of 
‘current or proposed lease or agreements applying to the land, together with their 
duration, terms and controls’, HHC state: ‘Any proposed and historic leases / 
agreements applying to the land are all short term, including an agreement in place 
between Hunters Hill Council and City of Ryde Council relating to the management, 
operation and financing of the existing land use’. 
  

https://www.legislation.nsw.gov.au/
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Specifically, City of Ryde Council (CoR) and Hunters Hill Council (HHC) have an 
ongoing financial agreement (ATTACHMENT 4). Under this financial agreement, 
CoR provides HHC with an annual contribution toward the operating costs of the 
premises at 4 Pittwater Road, Gladesville. The financial contribution increases with 
the Local Government Cost Index. The terms of this agreement permit it to 
automatically continue on a yearly basis and commenced in 2010. Either party are 
able to terminate the agreement at any time but must provide at least 12-months’ 
notice. 
 
The duration, terms and controls of the ‘financing of the existing land use’ were not 
explicitly stated, and the details of the financial agreement were not publicly 
exhibited, which may not be fully compliant with the Gateway determination. HHC 
officers have been informed of this situation and wish to proceed with the planning 
proposal. DPHI have been notified of this additional matter. They had no objections 
and did not advise of any other courses of action. 
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7 BUENA VISTA AVENUE - WASTE COLLECTION CONCERNS  

Report prepared by: Team Leader Waste 
       File No.: BIS/20/191/6 - BP24/970  
 
REPORT SUMMARY 
 
Council undertook two (2) stages of community consultation on proposed parking 
changes (No Parking 5AM-11AM and No Stopping) at Buena Vista Avenue, 
Denistone to ensure safe and efficient waste collection. The proposal is in response 
to a declaration of concern from Council’s waste collection contractors’ health and 
safety representative which identified parked cars force the waste collection vehicle 
to perform unsafe movements (reversing).  
 
On 23 July 2024, Council resolved to undertake additional consultation (Stage 2) with 
the residents of Buena Vista, Avenue, Denistone, to explore alternative solutions 
which do not result in a loss of street parking. Council engaged the community 
through the Have Your Say webpage, email, post and two (2) interactive onsite 
information sessions with truck demonstrations.  
 
Council is obligated to minimise risk and reasonably address the concerns of the 
waste collection contractor. In accordance with Heavy Vehicle National Legislation, 
Council, through employment of the waste collection contractor, is accountable for 
the safety of the heavy vehicle, its driver, and its load throughout the journey.  
 
Council engaged an independent road safety auditor to review risk and potential 
solutions. It was determined the concerns are of high risk and should be addressed 
as soon as practical by eliminating or isolating the hazards. It recommends 
undertaking Council’s proposed parking scheme (as supported by Ryde Traffic 
Committee) immediately with supporting works to investigate long term solutions. 
 
Additionally, legal advice was sought, and it indicated a preference to maintain 
consistency with expert safety advice and Council’s amended No Parking and No 
Stopping signage.  
 
RECOMMENDATION: 
 
(a) That Council approve the installation “NO STOPPING” zone on both sides of 

Buena Vista Avenue at the property frontages of 14 and 19-23 as per 
endorsement from Ryde Traffic Committee (27 June 2024, Item H) 
(entrance/exit to loop road), funded under the 2024/25 Traffic Infrastructure 
budget. 

 
(b) That Council approve the installation of “NO STOPPING” zone on both sides of 

Buena Vista Avenue at the property frontages 47-51 (hairpin bend) as per 
endorsement from Ryde Traffic Committee (27 June 2024, Item H), funded 
under the 2024/25 Traffic Infrastructure budget. 
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(c) That Council approve the installation of “NO PARKING 5AM-11AM 

WEDNESDAY, WASTE VEHICLES EXCEPTED” zone be installed on both 
sides of Buena Vista Avenue (loop road) except along the frontages of property 
nos. 14, 18, 26 – 28, 29, 35, 39 and 43 Buena Vista Avenue, Denistone as per 
endorsement from Ryde Traffic Committee (27 June 2024, Item H).  These 
works are to be funded under the 2024/25 Traffic Infrastructure budget. 

 
(d) That Council approve further minor works to determine and amalgamate bin 

presentation areas which are safer and more efficient for waste collection, 
funded by the Domestic waste management reserve. 

 
ATTACHMENTS 
1  Buena Vista Safety Audit and Review  
2  Buena Vista Engagement Methodology  

  
Report Prepared By: 
 
Adam Hamawi 
Team Leader Waste  
 
Report Approved By: 
 
Denise Torres 
Senior Coordinator - Resource Recovery 
 
Craig Jenns 
Acting Manager - Circular Economy 
 
Michael Galderisi 
Deputy Chief Executive Officer  
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History  
 
On 22 June 2024, the waste collection contractors’ health and safety representative 
declared Buena Vista Avenue, Denistone a safety risk, enabling rightful refusal of 
service. The ongoing concerns, initially raised in 1996, relate to site constraints and 
regularly parked cars obstructing waste collection. Parked cars along the one-way 
loop road force drivers to undertake dangerous reverse movements and mount 
kerbs, which is not supported by Council as it reduces a drivers control of their 
vehicle. Reversing extended distances around the one-way loop road with reduced 
sightlines and parked vehicles increased the risk to pedestrians, motorists and 
damage to property.   
 
Continued servicing has been undertaken out of goodwill by the waste collection 
contractor to reduce impact to residents and missed services, however, this will no 
longer be supported due to the increased safety risks.   
 
An independent road safety auditor reviewed the matter, alternative solutions, and 
Council’s proposed parking proposal. It was determined this matter, as it is currently, 
is: 

• a high risk, with an urgency requiring immediate action to isolate or eliminate 
hazards 

• worth of high cost/effort treatment. 
 
As per ATTACHMENT 2 (page 25) Council’s proposed strategy (both No Parking and 
No Stopping) is determined to significantly reduce identified risks/site issues when 
compared to other proposed strategies including road widening and rolltop kerbs. 
 
Discussion 
 
Parking proposal 
 
In June 2024, the City of Ryde invited feedback on the proposal to install “NO 
PARKING: 5AM-11AM WEDNESDAY, WASTE VEHICLES EXCEPTED” and “NO 
STOPPING” zones on Buena Vista Avenue, Denistone. 
 
Council assessed the community feedback received and acknowledged residents’ 
concerns about loss of on street parking. As such, Council amended the proposal to 
provide unrestricted parking where it was determined functional and safe. 
 
On 27 June 2024, the Ryde Traffic Committee considered Item H, the amended 
proposal, and their recommendation was then discussed at the Council Meeting held 
on Tuesday 23 July 2024. At this meeting, Council resolved for further consultation to 
be undertaken with residents and explore alternative solutions which do not result in 
a loss of street parking. 
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Council proposed to make the following parking changes on Buena Vista Avenue, 
Denistone: 
 

• A “NO STOPPING” zone be installed on both sides of Buena Vista Avenue at 
the property frontages of 14,19-23, and 47-51 Buena Vista Avenue, 
Denistone. 

• A “NO PARKING 5AM-11AM WEDNESDAY, WASTE VEHICLES 
EXCEPTED” zone be installed on both sides of Buena Vista Avenue (loop 
road) except along the frontages of property nos. 14, 18, 26 – 28, 29, 35, 39 
and 43 Buena Vista Avenue, Denistone. 

 
Alternative Solutions Explored  
 
Council investigated alternative solutions raised through community feedback and 
determined many not suitable for immediate action to reduce risk. The following 
alternatives have been discussed with the community and published on the Have 
Your Say page.  
 
Alternatives Suitability   
Utilising and procuring 
smaller waste 
collection vehicles 

Council’s waste collection contractor uses a fleet of heavy 
rigid vehicles to ensure we achieve operational 
efficiencies and best practice waste management.  
 
Smaller rear loader waste collection vehicles provide a 
significantly lesser payload and are not suitable to service 
a kerbside development as it requires two (2) staff to 
operate and cannot service each waste stream, including 
bulky waste.  
 
Currently, smaller waste collection vehicles are not 
accessible or suitable for waste collection at Buena Vista 
Avenue, Denistone. Smaller waste collection vehicles are 
usually slightly narrower in width (approximately thirty 
(30) cm). This would not sufficiently relieve the waste 
collection issues or safety concerns. 

Reversing the direction 
of the road to enable 
bins to be placed along 
driveways 

Reversing the road's direction was proposed as a solution 
in 1996 but was not approved due to objections from 
residents. Residents along the high side of Buena Vista 
raised concerns about the positioning of their driveways. 

Permitting mounting 
raised kerbs and/or 
implementing rolltop 
kerbs  

It is illegal to park on the nature strip. The nature strip is 
not designed for parking and is preserved for access to 
infrastructure and street planting. Parking on the nature 
strip can also impact on the safety of pedestrians. 
Additionally, half parking still obstructs the waste vehicle 
as it does not provide the minimum width clearances 
required. 
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Alternatives Suitability   
Widening the road to 
retain street parking 

The widening of Buena Vista Avenue (one-way section) to 
improve the safety of maneuvering for garbage trucks 
and other large vehicles, would require extensive civil 
works.  
 
Based on an independent assessment, this project is 
expected to cost a minimum of $1.65M. Council currently 
does not have the funding available to deliver this project. 

Hairpin widening only 
 
 

The widening of hairpin only (no other sections) of Buena 
Vista Avenue would not sufficiently mitigate parked 
vehicles obstructing straight stretches of road, limiting the 
available carriageway and forcing waste collection 
vehicles to reverse.  
 
Parked vehicles along Buena Vista Avenue reduce the 
carriageway width below the minimum required for the 
safe and compliant operation of Council’s heavy rigid 
waste collection vehicles. This results in non-compliance 
with the Heavy Vehicle National Law. 
 
Widening the hairpin only may assist in reducing conflict 
with vehicles hanging from driveways and waste 
collection vehicles mounting kerbs.  
 
It is estimated to cost a minimum of $965,000 (inclusive 
of a thirty percent (30%) contingency buffer) to undertake 
hairpin widening. Council currently does not have funding 
available.  

 
Community Engagement and Feedback    
 
Council undertook extensive consultation and engagement with impacted residents of 
Buena Vista Avenue, Denistone. ATTACHMENT 2 details a timeline of 
communication and actions taken. It includes a brief overview of the onsite truck 
demonstration (information session) held with residents, Veolia (Council’s waste 
collection contractions), and Council subject matter experts.  
 
The Have Your Say (Stage 2) period occurred from Monday 2 September 2024 to 
Sunday 20 October 2024 during which our community could provide feedback via the 
online submission form, email, post, or at the information sessions. The community 
engagement was promoted through the City of Ryde’s Have Your Say webpage and 
letters to local resident. 
 
Information sessions were hosted onsite with a street closure and guided 
demonstration. Waste collection vehicles were used to demonstrate the evident 
issues, risks, and safety concerns of drivers.  
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There were ten (10) online submissions and two (2) email submissions received, and 
eighteen (18) attendees at the information sessions. Feedback received was 
opposed to the proposed signage, seeking long term solutions including kerb and 
gutter works and road widening.  
 
Financial Implications 
 
Should Council resolve to undertake the proposed recommendations, or options, it 
will result in varied financial impacts, requiring additional funding. 
 
Project Estimated  

Cost 
Source Funding 

Availability 
No Stopping and No 
Parking Signage  

$3,000 2024/25 Traffic 
Infrastructure budget 

Available 

Education Site Signage  $300 Domestic Waste 
Management Reserve 

Available 

Road widening and kerb 
and gutter works 

$1,650,000 General Revenue Not currently 
available 

Procuring additional 
Waste Collection 
Vehicles 

$600,000 Domestic Waste 
Management Reserve 

Not currently 
available 

Widening hairpin (only) $965,000 General Revenue Not currently 
available 

 
Consultation with relevant experts  
 
Council engaged an independent expert to prepare a traffic safety review and audit, 
see ATTACHMENT 1. The outcome of the audit and review determined servicing the 
site as present, without any mitigation measures, is a high risk to Council. The audit 
and review determined signage (No Parking and No Stopping together) as an 
appropriate low-cost, short-term measure that will sufficiently address risks and 
concerns. The report also suggested long term solutions for investigation.   
 
Additionally, legal advice was sought and it indicated if the waste contractor has 
identified a safety risk with collection vehicles utilising Buena Vista Avenue due to its 
restrictive width, it would be prudent for Council to ensure that such a risk is 
minimised through the implementation of appropriate parking restrictions. While this 
may not negate all risk, it certainly would assist in providing Council with a defence to 
any claim that may arise. 
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8 BRUSH FARM AND LAMBERT PARK MASTERPLAN  

Report prepared by: Senior Coordinator - Parks Planning 
       File No.: GRP/25/9 - BP25/176  
 
REPORT SUMMARY 
 
Brush Farm Park and Lambert Park have both shared and individual histories. They 
were originally part of the Brush Farm Estate. However, Brush Farm Park was 
established in 1914 as a Trust, the land for Lambert Park was acquired by the 
Municipality of Ryde around 1957. 
 
In 2017 the Sport and Recreation Strategy 2016 – 2026 was adopted by Council. 
This strategy identified the development of a Masterplan for Brush Farm Park (level 2 
park) as a high priority. With current and projected population growth, there are 
increasing pressures on Council’s open spaces, particularly in the north western 
edge of the City. To meet current and future demands Council requires a Masterplan 
to establish the long-term vision for the Parks. 
 
The 2025 Masterplan, provided in ATTACHMENT 1 – CIRCULATED UNDER 
SEPARATE COVER, integrates the Parks into the surrounding context, ensuring 
they are well connected to adjacent areas and accessible to the broader community. 
This is with the aim of encouraging greater use for passive recreation from those 
residents in the Eastwood area.  It enhances the sporting, recreational, and 
ecological functions of the Parks, creating a balanced and sustainable environment 
that supports a variety of uses. 
 
Feedback obtained through community consultation, details of which are outlined in 
the Community Consultation Report, provided in ATTACHMENT 2 – CIRCULATED 
UNDER SEPARATE COVER, affirmed that the Masterplan for Brush Farm Park and 
Lambert Park needs to address a complex set of issues to balance the preservation 
of natural, cultural, and recreational values while promoting sustainable use and 
management. 
 
To ensure the Parks continue to meet the evolving needs of the community, the 
Masterplan recommends staged improvement projects for Council, facilitating 
strategic upgrades over time. It provides facilities that support a diverse range of 
passive and active recreation opportunities, ensuring accessibility for all sections of 
the community. 
 
The Masterplan guides the future planning, conservation, and development of 
facilities and services within the Parks, serving as a strategic document for Council 
over the next 20 years. It directs the improvement and renovation of existing 
infrastructure while introducing new facilities and uses that enhance safety and 
enjoyment for both the local community and visitors to Ryde. 
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It also aims to strengthen the connection between Brush Farm House, the Parks, and 
the surrounding precinct, fostering better integration of these significant community 
assets. It supports the identified view corridor from Brush Farm House through the 
Parks and establishes appropriate measures to preserve and enhance this important 
visual connection. 
 
RECOMMENDATION: 
 
(a) That Council adopts the Brush Farm and Lambert Park Masterplan provided in 

ATTACHMENT 1, as its vision for the two parks prepared by TURF Design 
Studio (April 2025). 

 
(b) That Council write to thank all participants who participated in the development 

of the Masterplan and inform them of this resolution.  
 
ATTACHMENTS – CIRCULATED UNDER SEPARATE COVER 
1  Final Brush Farm Park and Lambert Park Masterplan for adoption  
2  Final Consultation Report  Report - Brush Farm Park and Lambert Park 

Masterplan - Stage 2 
 

  
Report Prepared By: 
 
Mark Taylor 
Senior Coordinator - Parks Planning  
 
Report Approved By: 
 
Simon James 
Executive Officer - City Spaces 
 
Michael Galderisi 
Deputy Chief Executive Officer  
  



 
 
 
 Council Reports  Page 184 

 
ITEM 8 (continued) 

Agenda of the Extraordinary Council Meeting No. 4/25, dated Wednesday 30 April 
2025. 
 

 
BACKGROUND 
 
Brush Farm Park and Lambert Park are located on the western boundary of the City 
of Ryde in the suburb of Eastwood. The Parks collectively are 11.3 hectares in size. 
Brush Farm House, located at 19 Lawson Street, Eastwood, is not part of the Brush 
Farm Park and Lambert Park Masterplan, but its historical context and functionality 
are being considered in the precinct’s planning. 
 
Between 2011 and 2013 Council engaged an external landscape consultancy to 
prepare a draft Masterplan for the Parks. The previous draft Masterplan attempted to 
balance the historic elements with environmental outcomes. The previously prepared 
draft Masterplan (2013) was reported to Council, however, Council resolved (at that 
time) not to adopt the plan due to competing community views on the proposed plan. 
Therefore, since 2013 the Parks have not had a coordinated Masterplan to guide 
Park improvements and protection of environmental systems. 
 
In 2017, Council adopted the Sport and Recreation Strategy 2016–2026, which 
identified the development of a Masterplan for Brush Farm Park, a level 2 park, as a 
high priority. With ongoing and projected population growth, increasing pressure is 
being placed on Council’s open spaces. To address current and future demands, a 
Masterplan is essential to establish a long-term vision for the Parks, ensuring they 
continue to meet the recreational needs of the community. 
 
With the Masterplan now prepared and should it be adopted, it can serve as a 
strategic framework to meet the current and future sporting, recreational, and leisure 
needs of the Ryde community over the next 20 years. The plan ensures that these 
needs are met while conserving the bushland character and heritage values of the 
Parks. Its implementation enhances user safety, provides opportunities to improve 
sport and recreation facilities, increases the diversity of activities within the Parks, 
strengthens connections with the surrounding area, and protects the historic and 
natural environmental features. 
 
The Masterplan acts as a key tool for the City of Ryde, guiding Council on the future 
development of the two Parks. It helps prioritise capital works projects, manage 
environmental outcomes, and ensure heritage values are considered in all planning 
and development decisions. 
 
Building upon the existing Generic Plans of Management (PoM), previous site-
specific Plans of Management (outlining how Council is to manage the land), and 
other heritage documents, the Masterplan provides a more detailed and practical 
framework for the long-term embellishment of the Parks. It recognises their modern 
function as both a recreation hub and a valued green space for the City of Ryde, 
ensuring they continue to serve the community effectively into the future. 
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Map 1: Brush Farm and Lambert Parks 
 

 
*Area in blue dash is Road Reserve, Purple dash is owned by Transport for NSW 
 
 
Map 2: Planning and Zoning 
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Observations 
 

• RE1 zoning contains a variety of community recreation opportunities RE1 
Permissible Uses of relevance: Community facilities; Environmental facilities; 
Kiosks; Recreation areas; Recreation facilities (indoor); Recreation facilities 
(outdoor); Restaurants or cafes. 

• The Land zoned as R2 adjoining Rutledge Street and Stewart Street is the site 
of former Brush Farm Bowling Club. 

• Land zoned as SP2 roadway to the north of Lambert Park contains significant 
vegetation that connects Brush Farm Park and Lambert Park. 

• C2 zoned areas support environmental conservation protects, manages and 
restores areas of high ecological, scientific, cultural and aesthetic value. 

 
Map 3: Land Categorisation 
 

 
 
The land categorisation (made in accordance with the Local Government Act (1993) 
and Crown Lands Management Act (2016) and the Parks are categorised in the City 
of Ryde Generic Plan of Management – Parks and General Community Use (2020) 
 And City of Ryde Generic Plan of Management – Natural Areas (2021) 
 

• Sportsgrounds contain a mix of recreation facilities including paved netball 
courts and multipurpose sportsfield 

• Parks - contain a mixture of amenities for passive recreation containing stand 
seating, open lawns and shade trees. 
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• The area categorised as natural areas contains two endangered ecological 

communities and offers bushwalking opportunities. 
• Watercourses that run through-site correspond with natural areas and are 

inundated in flooding conditions. Bridges provide pedestrian access over 
ephemeral watercourses. 

• A small area of Lambert Park is categorised as general community use for the 
Girl Guides Hall. 

 
HISTORY 
 
Introduction 
 
Brush Farm Park, formally established as a public park in 1914, has a long and 
significant history. The land grants covering the park area originated in 1794 and 
were part of the broader Brush Farm Estate. The estate played a pivotal role in 
Australia’s early agricultural and viticultural development and has undergone 
numerous transformations over the years, reflecting changes in land use and 
ownership. 
 
Early Settlement and Establishment of Brush Farm 
 
Brush Farm was established by Gregory Blaxland, a notable pastoralist, explorer, 
and one of Australia’s earliest winemakers. In 1806, the land was primarily used for 
cattle grazing and viticulture. Blaxland conducted viticultural experiments on the 
property and, in 1822, became one of the first individuals to export Australian wine to 
England. The remnants of his vineyards, in the form of artificial terraces, can still be 
found in the heavily forested gullies of Brush Farm Park. 
 
The original homestead, Brush Farm House, was built around 1820 at 19 Lawson 
Street, Eastwood. Over the years, the house was modified and extended, reflecting 
shifts in ownership and land use. The estate was sold in 1881 to the Bennett family, 
who expanded its orchards. By 1894, the government leased the property and 
repurposed it as the Carpentarian Reformatory for Boys, marking a new chapter in its 
history focused on reformative education. 
 
20th-Century Developments and Heritage Recognition 
 
In 1913, Brush Farm underwent further changes due to urban development, leading 
to the removal of significant landscape features such as Norfolk Island pines believed 
to have been planted by Blaxland. In the post-reformatory period, the site was used 
for care and educational purposes, including the Eastwood Home for Mothers and 
Babies. After the closure of Brush Farm Home in 1988, ownership was transferred to 
the Department of Corrective Services, further shaping its modern configuration. 
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The 1980s saw growing community recognition of Brush Farm’s historical 
significance. The formation of the Brush Farm Historical Society contributed to 
advocacy efforts for its conservation. Council acquired Brush Farm in 1990 and 
initiated conservation efforts, leading to stabilisation works in 1993 and major 
restoration works after 2001. The fully restored Brush Farm House was officially 
reopened on 7 April 2007 and now serves as a community space, currently housing 
the NSW Spinners and Weavers Guild. 
 
Map 4: Aerial photograph 1981: Brush Farm Park 
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Heritage Listings 
 
Brush Farm House is a recognised heritage site listed under multiple legislative 
frameworks, including: 
 

• State Heritage Item (Heritage Act 1977, State Heritage Register #612 since 
1990) 

• Ryde Local Environmental Plan (2014) – Schedule 5 Environmental 
Heritage, Local Heritage Item (#62) 

• Register of the National Estate (#002934, File No. 1/13/032/0008) 
• Non-statutory listings: National Trust Australia (ID 6863) 

 
Brush Farm House – Present 
 
An extensive restoration of the House was undertaken and reopened in 2007.  The 
House remains under Council ownership and is currently licenced for use by the 
NSW Spinners and Weavers Guild. The Hall at the rear of the House is hired by 
Council to a variety of community groups for different purposes. City of Ryde have in 
the past conducted guided tours and small-scale community events on the front lawn 
of the House (e.g. Orchestra in the Park), however the lack of parking and public 
amenities is currently considered to be site constraint for the conduct of events.  
 
Whilst Brush Farm House and the adjoining Brush Farm Corrective Services 
Academy (owned by NSW Corrective Services) does not formally fall within the Park 
Masterplan, the historical context and functionality of the precinct was considered 
when developing the Masterplan for the nearby Parks. 
 
Environmental and Landscape Features 
 
The landscape of Brush Farm Park is a key feature of its heritage. The City of Ryde 
Flora and Fauna Study (2016) highlights the presence of Blue Gum High Forest 
remnants and unique rainforest vegetation within the gullies. These areas, originally  
referred to as "brush" by early settlers, support a range of native species.  
 
Aboriginal Heritage 
 
The City of Ryde acknowledges the deep cultural and historical significance of the 
area to the Wallumedegal people, the traditional custodians of the land. The 
Wallumedegal, whose name derives from ‘wallumai’ (snapper fish) and ‘matta’ (place 
near water), were intrinsically connected to the Parramatta River and its resources. 
Their early interactions with European settlers were initially amicable but were later 
disrupted by colonial expansion and military presence. 
  

https://www.ryde.nsw.gov.au/Library/Local-and-Family-History/Historic-Ryde/Historic-Buildings/Brush-Farm-House/Brush-Farm-House-Restoration
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Council’s Strategic Position 
 
There are several applicable Strategies and Policies that inform how the site can be 
managed and used to best meet the current and future needs of the Ryde 
Community.  As this site is zoned in part for recreational use consideration has been 
given to Council’s Open Space Future Provision Plan (2021), as well as City of Ryde 
Biodiversity Plan (2016), and the City of Ryde Dog Recreation Needs Study (2020). 
 
The Open Space Future Provision Plan identifies that in winter, Denistone, Denistone 
East, Denistone West, Eastwood, Ryde (Santa Rosa), and Ryde (Top Ryde) have 
poor access to outdoor sporting fields.  
 
Community Feedback  
 
The process began with an initial community consultation in December 2023, where 
feedback was gathered to inform the preparation of the draft plan. In August 2024, a 
second round of consultation was conducted to allow the community to provide 
further input on the draft Masterplan and proposed improvements. 
 
During the period from August 12 to September 8, 2024, submissions to the draft 
Master Plan were sought and two drop-in sessions conducted by Council staff. A total 
of 245 online survey responses, six email submissions, and 73 attendees at drop-in 
events contributed to the ongoing review of the Masterplan, ensuring it reflects the 
community’s diverse needs and environmental considerations.  A consultation report 
is provided in ATTACHMENT 2 – CIRCULATED UNDER SEPARATE COVER, 
providing further details from the outcome of the process. 
 
The consultation was promoted through the City of Ryde’s Have Your Say webpage, 
flyers to surrounding residents, signage in the Parks, eNewsletter to stakeholders, 
post on social media, listings in the local newspaper, and the Your City News 
eNewsletter. 
 
There were 231 respondents who shared their connection to Brush Farm Park and 
Lambert Park, reflecting a variety of community ties. Among them: - 
 

• 45% (104 respondents) were residents.  
 

• 34% (78 respondents) belong to sporting groups.  
 

• 27% (63 respondents) identifying active recreation, such as bushwalking, 
jogging, or fitness activities, as a reason for their connection to the park.  

 

• The Brush Farm Dog Training Club has a significant presence as well, with 
19% (45 respondents) as members. 

 

• 13% (29 respondents) use the park for passive recreation, like picnicking or 
relaxation.  
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• Other key groups include dog walkers (12%, 28 respondents), Girl Guides 

(11%, 25 respondents), and Scouts (3%, 6 respondents). 
 

Further details from the responses received identified:- 
 

• 43% visiting at least once a week.  
 

• 29% visiting at least three times a week. 
 

• 6% visit at least once a fortnight. 
 

• 6% at least once a month. 
 

• 9% at least once every six months. 
 

• 4% visit less often. 
 
Overall, The Brush Farm Park draft Masterplan has received strong community 
support for several key elements: 
 

• Creek Rehabilitation and Bush Regeneration/Protection (84% support): This 
initiative is highly valued for enhancing the park’s ecosystem, supporting 
wildlife, and preserving the natural environment. 

 
• Pause Points and Interpretation Spaces (72% support): These areas offer 

educational and reflective spaces, allowing visitors to connect with the park’s 
history and ecological significance. 

 
• New and Upgraded Passive Open Space and Picnic Areas (64% support): 

Improvements to open spaces are appreciated for creating welcoming areas 
for relaxation and gatherings, making the park more enjoyable for families and 
social groups. 

 
• Bank Stabilisation and Detention Basin Infrastructure Improvements (81% 

support): This proposal addresses erosion and flood risks, contributing to both 
environmental stability and visitor safety along the park’s waterways. 

 
The feedback received through the consultation process on the Brush Farm Park and 
Lambert Park Draft Masterplan, also shows strong community support for key 
proposed elements, with from 70% to up to 78% of respondents backing 
improvements such as pedestrian circulation, wayfinding signage, and bushwalking 
track upgrades. While most approve of these features, a smaller percentage 
(between 6% and 16%) support them with suggested changes, reflecting a desire for 
enhancements to specific aspects of the plan. Opposition is low, ranging from 3% up 
to 7%, suggesting that core elements of the Masterplan align well with the majority’s 
vision for the park. 
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This feedback emphasises that any upgrades should maintain the park's natural 
character, support community-oriented spaces, and ensure accessibility and safety 
without sacrificing existing popular amenities. 
 
The consultation open-ended responses raised several recommendations and 
suggested modifications. These included support for environmental and safety 
considerations, advocating for minimal disruption to native flora and fauna, especially 
in remnant bushland, and expressing concern that certain additions, such BBQ 
areas, could increase fire risks, attract waste, and disturb wildlife.  
 
Parking and traffic flow improvements are also noted, with recommendations for 
additional parking that maintains pedestrian access and sports court space, along 
with one-way traffic for small car parks and improved right-turn exits.  
 
The growing popularity of the use of Brush Farm Park for Pickleball competition 
games, hosted by one of the largest clubs in NSW, has led many supporters to 
request no reduction in court numbers, instead suggesting adjustments to pedestrian 
paths and parking improvements to maximise court space.  
 
Retaining the existing community buildings like the Guide Hall and Brush Farm Dog 
Training Clubhouse, was raised by club members highlighting their historical 
connection and ongoing bookings and use of the parks. 
 
DISCUSSION 
 
It is noted that the NSW Government is proposing to construct twenty-nine outdoor 
courts, as part of the West Ryde Multi Sports Facility on the previous Marsden High 
School site. The realisation of this facility will address the shortfall of outdoor courts in 
and around the Eastwood area. A 5000sqm multi-sport 4-court indoor facility is also 
planned at the site. The realisation of this facility will address the shortfall of indoor 
courts in and around the Eastwood area. Site establishment works, including adding 
site sheds and fencing commenced in mid-February 2025. The main construction 
works was scheduled to start in March 2025 with Schools Infrastructure NSW 
advising completion in the first half of 2026. The facility is proposed to be managed 
by an external organisation under a contract arrangement and how the facility is 
managed and access provided to community users will impact on how effectively the 
Centre meets broader community needs. 
 
At Brush Farm Park over recent years, there have been ongoing challenges with 
maintaining the condition of the existing hard courts. The condition of the surface has 
been deteriorating, with investigations indicating that significant subsurface works are 
required to permanently rectify the issue. 
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Given the expected relocation of most Netball activities to the West Ryde Multi Sports 
Facility it is proposed to reduce the size of the hard-court area, allowing for three 
rather than the current four netball hardcourts to be retained.  The final size of the 
area however will allow for capacity for 12 Pickleball courts and appropriate run off 
areas. Works should be scheduled in 2-5 years or following the opening of West 
Ryde Multi Sports Facility. 
 
Existing Clubs and User Groups  
 
A significant amount of community feedback was received regarding the proposed 
consolidation of community buildings within Brush Farm Park. In particular, the Brush 
Farm Dog Training Club, Girl Guides, Scouts, opposed the approach outlined in the 
draft Masterplan, which suggested consolidating existing single user facilities to 
reduce the number of buildings, allowing a reduction in the required clearings and 
subsequent buffers for fire protection. 
 
In response to this feedback, further investigation was undertaken into the condition 
of the existing buildings based on asset information available from Council. The 
assessment did not provide data to indicate that the Brush Farm Dog Training Club 
leased building, amenities building, or other community facilities were in poor 
structural condition or approaching the end of their useful life within the 20-year 
horizon of the Masterplan. 
 
Based on the community feedback and asset information, the Masterplan has been 
adjusted to retain all existing buildings rather than proceeding with consolidation at 
this stage. Consideration of a future integrated facility will be revisited in the next 
iteration of the Masterplan when these assets approach the end of their lifecycle.  It is 
noted that in the medium term this will not provide the most cost-effective approach 
to asset management due to the associated maintenance costs. 
 
The plan includes a number of improvements including sport field layout and 
irrigation, loop track, lighting, more secure dog proof fencing to Lawson Road, access 
pathways. The shared zone outside Scouts will be designed to retain access to the 
Scouts building and also provide a safer area for drop off and reduce conflicts 
between pedestrians and cars. 
 
Netball currently uses the hardcourts and the grass fields for winter competition, any 
change in the current use of Brush Farm Park by this group would occur in 
consultation with them and not before construction is completed on the West Ryde 
Multi Sports Facility (previous Marsden High School site). For netball the current 
issues are carparking, canteen and storage and the ongoing use of the oval for the 
winter season. The Club is able to continue to share with other users including 
Pickleball. 
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Pickleball itself currently operates on the hardcourts mid-weekdays and evenings 
with portable nets on marked courts. The proposed reduction from 4 to 3 courts 
would still allow the current 12 Pickleball courts at the location in the Masterplan.  
Pickleball would prefer courts with permanent nets and court fencing but are happy 
with the current shared arrangements at Brush Farm Park. 12 Pickleball Courts can 
still be maintained with the 3 Netball court layout proposed in the Masterplan. 
 
The proposed court reconstruction, access ramp, lighting upgrade and addition 
timekeeping/storage building will improve the functionality of the hardcourts in the 
future for all sports. 
 
Natural Areas 
 
Residents have strongly endorsed measures that prioritise ecological restoration, 
passive recreation, and spaces that foster connection with nature. Key elements such 
as creek rehabilitation, bush regeneration, and improved passive open spaces have 
been widely recognised for their role in preserving the park’s unique landscape while 
enriching visitor experiences. 
 
The reconfiguration of the car park within Brush Farm Park will be designed to ensure 
the protection of the existing mature Turpentine trees (Syncarpia glomulifera), which 
are a valuable part of the park’s ecological and historical landscape. The detailed 
design will be made to safeguard these trees preserving their role within the park’s 
ecosystem. 
 
Additionally, it was raised that it is important to recognise and celebrate the more 
recent history of Brush Farm Park and Lambert Park’s revegetation efforts. In the 
1970s, these parks were heavily impacted by weeds, and it took a group of dedicated 
volunteers – some of whom worked seven days a week—to restore the landscape 
with native ‘Brush Farm’ vegetation. Their efforts have significantly shaped the park 
as it stands today, and acknowledging their contributions would be a meaningful way 
to honour their work. 
 
Restoring the Blue Gum High Forest is recommended to include the reintroduction of 
native species characteristic of this vegetation type to improve and strengthen the 
ecological community. The suggested plantings include: 
 

• Eucalyptus saligna – Blue Gum 
• Eucalyptus paniculata – Grey Ironbark 
• Syncarpia glomulifera – Turpentine 
• Acmena smithii – Lilypilly 
• Backhousia myrtifolia 
• Breynia oblongifolia – Coffee Bush 
• Bursaria spinosa – Native Blackthorn 
• Dianella caerulea – Blue Flax Lily 
• Lomandra longifolia – Mat Rush 
• Microlaena stipoides – Weeping Grass 
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By integrating these efforts—both in the preservation of mature trees and the 
introduction of appropriate native species—the rehabilitation of Brush Farm Park will 
ensure long-term ecological sustainability while also recognising the important 
contributions of the community in restoring this valuable landscape. 
 
Traffic and parking  
 
As part of the Masterplan, consultants have modelled three potential layouts for the 
car park, aiming to improve connectivity with the existing road network, provide safer 
exit options, and eliminate illegal right-hand turn exits. Based on feedback and 
options received during the consultation process, Council’s Transport Planner has 
recommended further detailed studies to implement effective traffic management 
improvements in and around the park. The current preferred model is an exit to 
Marsden Road however as a State Road this would be subject to obtaining approval 
from Transport for NSW. 
 
When funding is identified for these improvements, the process will begin with 
comprehensive traffic data collection, including manual traffic counts during both 
peak and off-peak periods. This will allow for precise tracking of vehicle types, 
pedestrian movements, and traffic flow at key intersections, capturing critical metrics 
such as Level of Service (LoS), queuing, and Degree of Saturation (DoS). Once data 
collection is complete, analysis will focus on key performance indicators such as 
intersection delays, queuing, and vehicle throughput to identify existing bottlenecks 
and inefficiencies. Future traffic scenarios will also be modelled to assess the impact 
of increased traffic volumes on road capacity and overall flow. 
 
Using these insights, targeted improvements will be identified in areas where 
congestion or queuing is expected to worsen. A phased approach will be developed, 
incorporating measures such as traffic signal optimisation, the addition of turning 
lanes, and adjustments to road geometry to accommodate higher traffic volumes. 
Close coordination with planning and engineering departments will be essential to 
ensure alignment with broader infrastructure and community development goals, 
supporting a sustainable long-term traffic management strategy. 
 
The implementation of these improvements will be subject to funding availability and 
the prioritisation of resources. 
 
Masterplan Final Design 
 
The Masterplan identifies a range of opportunities to enhance Brush Farm Park and 
Lambert Park, focusing on cultural connections, recreation, accessibility, and 
environmental sustainability. 
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There is an opportunity to create cultural and contemplative spaces that Connect with 
Country and nature, providing a place for reflection and connection to the landscape. 
Continued Bushcare initiatives will encourage community engagement in 
conservation efforts. Interactive and informal nature play areas will be introduced to 
promote outdoor learning and exploration. 
 
Map 5: Lambert Park- Pausing points at key junctions. 
 

 
 
Prioritising walking as a main attraction and embedding passive pausing points 
throughout Lambert Park to encourage connection with nature and as informal social 
spaces for environmental education spaces even for ephemeral art displays.  
 
Upgrading infrastructure such as bridges and pathways will help prevent closures 
during climate events, ensuring continuous access throughout the Parks. A cohesive 
wayfinding strategy will be implemented, incorporating Country symbols, stories, and 
natural materials to enhance navigation and cultural storytelling.  
 
Improvements to safety and accessibility will include upgraded ramps, accessible 
elements, and additional pedestrian crossings, particularly at Rutledge Street and 
Lawson Street. 
 
Recreational opportunities will be expanded by reconsidering the use of existing 
hardcourt areas and reconfiguring sports fields to better align with community needs. 
Inclusive and upgraded play spaces will be developed to cater to all ages and 
abilities.  
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Public amenities will be improved through the installation of new seating, BBQ areas, 
and gathering spaces, while the public amenity building will also be upgraded to 
provide better facilities for park users. Passive recreation opportunities will be 
enhanced by increasing spectator seating and improving open spaces for relaxation 
and social interaction. 
 
Map 6: Brush Farm Park- Improved Courts, Storage and Timekeeping Room and Picnic facilities 
 

 
 
Protecting and interpreting significant historical views and elements will ensure the 
site’s broader heritage remains a key focus. Educational and interpretive features will 
be embedded into the park experience, offering learning opportunities for visitors. 
The Masterplan also aims to enhance ecological values by improving biodiversity and 
natural habitats. 
 
Improving mobility and connectivity within and to the Parks is a priority, with plans to 
optimise park entries and improve overall legibility. A new shared loop path will be 
developed, supported by fitness nodes to encourage fitness and walking. Upgrading 
the lighting strategy will enhance safety and support recreational use in the evenings. 
The completion and realignment of the park’s path network will ensure better 
accessibility and connectivity throughout the site. 
 
The plan also considers site planning and the future use of park infrastructure. The 
car park will be reassessed to better suit the needs of the users and to be accessible 
to the upgraded park facilities.  
 
These opportunities will guide future upgrades and planning to ensure Brush Farm 
Park and Lambert Park continue to serve as vibrant, accessible, and culturally 
significant spaces for the City of Ryde. 
 



 
 
 
 Council Reports  Page 198 

 
ITEM 8 (continued) 

Agenda of the Extraordinary Council Meeting No. 4/25, dated Wednesday 30 April 
2025. 
 

 
Financial considerations 

There are no financial implications for accepting the recommendations of this report.  
Implementation of the embellishment works identified in the Masterplan will be 
subject to funding being identified through Council’s annual business planning 
process and development of the One Year Operational Plan.   
 
By adopting this Masterplan, it strengthens Council’s ability to seek and lobby for 
future open space grant opportunities such as the Metropolitan Greenspace Program 
or Office of Sport Grant programs. 
 
An opinion of probable costs has been prepared by an independent Quantity 
Surveyor considering the staged delivery of the Masterplan. The total estimated cost 
for this Masterplan is $5.19 Million (excluding GST, inclusive of contingency, 
preliminaries, and fees). 

Conclusion 

For the reasons outlined in the report, it is recommended to Council to adopt the 
Brush Farm Park and Lambert Park Master Plan provided in ATTACHMENT 1 – 
CIRCULATED UNDER SEPARATE COVER. 
 
The 2025 Masterplan for Brush Farm Park and Lambert Park establishes a long-term 
vision that balances the preservation of natural and cultural heritage with the evolving 
recreational needs of the community. By guiding strategic upgrades and 
improvements, the plan ensures that the Parks remain accessible, functional, and 
sustainable for future generations. Through a staged approach to development, it 
supports a diverse range of activities while maintaining the ecological and historical 
significance of these open spaces. 
 
By strengthening connections between the Parks, Brush Farm House, and the 
surrounding precinct, the Masterplan enhances the integration of these valued 
community assets. It provides a clear framework for future planning, ensuring that 
both Brush Farm Park and Lambert Park continue to serve as vibrant, well-connected 
spaces that meet the needs of residents and visitors alike. With a focus on 
accessibility, safety, and environmental sustainability, the Masterplan ensures these 
Parks will remain cherished and well-utilised public spaces for years to come. 
 
The Masterplan can be rolled out in distinct stages, allowing for targeted 
improvements over time. Each phase will need to be developed with consideration of 
budget constraints and staged to ensure alignment with Council’s Long Term 
Financial Plan. Initial stages will prioritise critical updates, such as accessibility 
improvements and safety measures, while later stages will address larger projects, 
including facility expansions and new pathways. This approach will help ensure 
smooth transitions and minimise disruptions to regular park users. 
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9 FOR ADOPTION - DRAFT MACQUARIE PARK CORRIDOR SECTION 7.12 
LOCAL INFRASTRUCTURE CONTRIBUTIONS PLAN  

Report prepared by: Development Contributions Coordinator 
       File No.: GRP/25/7 - BP25/212  
 
REPORT SUMMARY 
 
At its meeting of 25 February 2025, Council considered a report on the Draft 
Macquarie Park Corridor Section 7.12 Local Infrastructure Contributions Plan (Draft 
7.12 Plan). The Draft 7.12 Plan seeks to address the infrastructure demands of future 
growth facilitated by the NSW Government’s recent rezoning of Macquarie Park.  
 
If adopted, the Draft 7.12 Plan will be Council’s primary mechanism to fund new local 
infrastructure in Macquarie Park. The implementation of this plan requires an 
administrative amendment to the adopted Section 7.11 Development Contributions 
Plan 2020 Version 1.1 (S7.11 Plan) to ensure that only one contributions plan applies 
to the land. This administrative amendment was reflected in the Draft Section 7.11 
Development Contributions Plan 2020 Version 2 (Draft 7.11 Plan).  
 
Council resolved to place the Draft 7.12 Plan and the Draft 7.11 Plan on public 
exhibition. The documents were publicly exhibited from 28 February to 30 March 
2025 in accordance with all statutory requirements. No submissions were received.  
 
Two minor post-exhibition amendments are proposed to the Draft 7.12 Plan: 
 

• Update to the savings and transitional provisions to ensure that the plan 
applies to State Significant Development (SSD) applications that have not 
progressed to the Environmental Impact Statement stage at the date the plan 
comes into effect. 

 
• Update of the map in the works schedule to improve clarity and readability.  

 
These post-exhibition amendments have been incorporated in the Macquarie Park 
Corridor Section 7.12 Local Infrastructure Contributions Plan (Attachment 1).   
 
The timely adoption of the Draft 7.12 Plan and Draft 7.11 Plan will maximise the 
collection of funds for the provision of local infrastructure in Macquarie Park. If 
adopted, the plans will come into force on 2 May 2025.  
 
RECOMMENDATION: 
 
(a) That Council notes the public exhibition of the Draft Macquarie Park Corridor 

Section 7.12 Local Infrastructure Contributions Plan 2025 and the Draft Section 
7.11 Development Contributions Plan 2020 Version 2.  
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(b) That Council supports the post-exhibition amendment to the savings and 

transitional provision and adopts the Draft Macquarie Park Corridor Section 7.12 
Local Infrastructure Contributions Plan 2025 and the Draft Section 7.11 
Development Contributions Plan 2020 Version 2. 

   
(c) That a notice is published on Council’s website within 28 days of Council’s 

decision, in accordance with Clause 214 of the Environmental Planning and 
Assessment Regulation 2021.  

 
ATTACHMENTS – CIRCULATED UNDER SEPARATE COVER 
1  Macquarie Park Corridor 7.12 Local Infrastructure Contributions Plan 2025  
2  Section 7.11 Contributions Plan 2020 Version 2  

  
Report Prepared By: 
 
Robert Platt 
Development Contributions Coordinator  
 
Report Approved By: 
 
Kylie Mhanna 
Chief Property Officer 
 
Wayne Rylands 
Chief Executive Officer  
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Background 
 
Development contributions are used by local councils to fund the delivery of new or 
augmented local infrastructure to support growth. Development contributions are a 
critical funding source for the City of Ryde.  
 
There is a strict regulatory framework governing the management of development 
contributions. Councils can only levy a contribution if it is consistent with an adopted 
contributions plan that has been prepared in accordance with all legislative 
requirements. 
 
On 27 November 2024, the NSW Government finalised the rezoning of the 
Macquarie Park corridor. The rezoning amended the planning controls in the Ryde 
Local Environmental Plan 2014 (RLEP) and facilitates significant growth which must 
be supported by appropriate infrastructure. 
 
The Department of Planning, Housing and Infrastructure (DPHI) anticipate that the 
rezoning will facilitate up to 9,600 new homes and capacity for 100,000 jobs. There is 
also potential for an additional 11,300 new build-to rent (BTR) dwellings which are 
permissible in the E2 Commercial Centre zone under the State Environmental 
Planning Policy (Housing) 2021. 
 
Council’s current primary mechanism for funding local infrastructure in Macquarie 
Park is the S7.11 Plan. The S7.11 Plan was adopted by Council on 24 August 2021 
and applies to all land within the City of Ryde. This plan does not account for the 
additional infrastructure demand that will be generated by the Government’s recent 
rezoning of Macquarie Park. Accordingly, an updated infrastructure strategy must be 
implemented to support the additional residents and workers that are now anticipated 
under the rezoning. 
 
DPHI has prepared the Draft 7.12 Plan, with input from Council staff. If adopted, this 
plan will be Council’s primary mechanism to fund local infrastructure in Macquarie 
Park. The NSW Minister for Planning and Public Spaces (the Minister) has directed 
Council to exhibit and adopt the Draft 7.12 Plan by 2 May 2025. 
 
The exhibition and adoption of the Draft 7.12 Plan is critical to achieving the 
coordinated delivery of new and upgraded infrastructure alongside anticipated growth 
in Macquarie Park.  
 
Discussion 
 
The Draft 7.12 Plan will apply to the Macquarie Park corridor (Image 1) and will 
replace the existing S7.11 Plan which currently applies to this land.  
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Image 1 – Land to which the Draft 7.12 Plan will apply 
 
The Draft 7.12 Plan will levy a fixed rate contribution on all new development, based 
on the cost of works. The maximum fixed rate levy is set by the Environmental 
Planning and Assessment Regulation 2021 (EP&A Regulation) at 1%. However, a 
higher levy may be permitted if agreed by the Minister for Planning and Public 
Spaces (the Minister). 
 
On 27 November 2024, the Minister amended the EP&A Regulation to allow the Draft 
7.12 Plan to exceed the maximum levy of 1%. The levy rates in the Draft 7.12 Plan 
are shown in Image 2. Council staff advocated for a 5% levy for both residential and 
non-residential development which was not supported. DPHI have advised Council 
that any further increase to the levy amounts will not be supported.  
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Image 2 – Excerpt of the levy rates from the Draft 7.12 Plan  
 
Council can only impose the increased levy rates once the Draft 7.12 Plan has been 
adopted and comes into force. The Draft 7.12 Plan contains savings and transitional 
provisions. These provisions ensure that the plan only applies to applications 
submitted after the Draft 7.12 Plan comes into force. Applications submitted before 
this time will be assessed under the existing S7.11 Plan and will likely pay a lower 
monetary contribution to Council. It is therefore imperative that the Draft 7.12 Plan is 
adopted and comes into force as soon as possible. 
 
The Draft 7.12 Plan contains a works schedule of infrastructure that will be funded by 
the plan. This schedule has been developed by DPHI with input provided by Council 
staff. The projects in the Draft 7.12 Plan currently total $649,797,917 and comprise 
54 items across the following categories: 
 

• Community facilities  
• Open space and recreation  
• Public domain 
• Transport 

 
Once adopted, the Draft 7.12 Plan will be constantly monitored and reviewed at a 
maximum of every five (5) years to ensure that assumptions and costings are still 
relevant, and the works schedule remains appropriate. These reviews are required to 
ensure the higher contributions levy granted by the Minister are maintained.  
 
Changes to the existing S7.11 Plan 
 
The adoption of the Draft 7.12 Plan will require an amendment to the existing S7.11 
Plan which currently applies to all land within the City of Ryde. This amendment is 
necessary to ensure that only one contributions plan applies to the land in the 
Macquarie Park corridor.   
 
The Draft 7.11 Plan excludes the Macquarie Park corridor. The Draft 7.11 Plan was 
publicly exhibited with the Draft 7.12 Plan in accordance with all statutory 
requirements.  
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If adopted, the Draft 7.11 Plan will come into force on 2 March and will replace the 
existing S7.11 Plan.   
 
A more comprehensive review of the existing S7.11 Plan will be commenced in late-
2025 to ensure the plan remains contemporary. The future review will include a 
detailed investigation of the works schedule to ensure that it reflects the community’s 
changing needs and Council’s infrastructure priorities. 
 
Financial Implications 
 
Financial modelling has been undertaken to compare estimated revenue projections 
between the Draft 7.12 Plan and the existing S7.11 Plan. The revenue projections 
are identified in Table 1.  
 
Scenario S7.11 Income S7.12 Income Difference 
40% development 
uptake by 2045 

$167 million $263 million $96 million 

Table 1 – Revenue projects in Macquarie Park 
 
Modelling indicates that Council will collect an estimated additional $96 million under 
the Draft 7.12 Plan. This demonstrates that the Draft 7.12 Plan is the best 
mechanism to levy local infrastructure in Macquarie Park and supports the 
recommendation to adopt the Draft 7.12 Plan as soon as possible.  
 
The revenue modelling is based on high-level assumptions including dwelling 
numbers and construction costs. A 40% development uptake by 2045 is consistent 
with Council’s REMPLAN population projections and is a reasonable assumption. If 
development occurs at a faster rate, more income will be collected, and more 
infrastructure can be provided. It is expected that development of the precinct will 
extend past 20 years. 
 
If adopted, revenue under the Draft 7.12 Plan will increase over the first five (5) years 
of the plan’s life. Over this same period, revenue under the S7.11 Plan will decline. 
The adoption of the Draft 7.12 Plan will not adversely impact infrastructure delivery 
during this period as funds can be allocated to identified projects within the works 
schedule of both the Draft 7.12 Plan and the existing S7.11 Plan. 
 
If the Draft 7.12 Plan and Draft 7.11 Plan are adopted, the Draft 2025-2029 Four-
Year Delivery Program and the Long-Term Financial Plan will be updated to reflect 
the anticipated impacts on income and expenditure under each contributions plan.  
 
The Environmental Planning and Assessment Act 1979 stipulates that development 
contributions cannot fund the maintenance or renewal of infrastructure. The delivery 
of the new infrastructure identified in the Draft 7.12 Plan will have implications for 
Council’s ongoing operating costs over the life of the development. These operating 
costs are unknown at this early stage but will need to be planned for as new 
infrastructure is delivered.  
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Public Exhibition 
 
The Draft 7.12 Plan and Draft 7.11 Plan were placed on public exhibition from 28 
February to 30 March 2025. This exhibition was undertaken in accordance with the 
Council’s resolution of 25 February 2025, the Minister’s direction to Council dated 22 
November 2024, and all statutory requirements.  
 
A dedicated ‘Have Your Say’ page was created for the project which received 154 
total views. The project was advertised in the Your City News e-newsletter, which 
was delivered to 4,296 recipients, and notices were published in The Weekly Times.  
 
No submissions were received during the public exhibition period.   
 
Post-Exhibition Amendment  
 
Two post-exhibition amendments have been made to the Draft 7.12 Plan. The first 
amendment is an update of the map in the works schedule. This minor change seeks 
to improve clarity by providing a larger map which clearly identifies the location of 
proposed infrastructure. 
 
The second post-exhibition amendment is to the savings and transitional 
arrangements and is shown below in blue below.  
 

1.9 Savings and transitional arrangements 
This Plan applies in relation to all DAs, SSDs and CDC applications to carry out 
development under Part 4 of the EP&A Act made on or after the date of 
commencement of this Plan.  
 
Applications made prior to the commencement of this Plan will be determined in 
accordance with the applicable contributions plan in force at the date the 
application was made. These applications are subject to the rates in the 
repealed or superseded plans.  

 
For SSD applications, the Plan will apply to applications that have not submitted 
an Environment Impact Statement (EIS) that has commenced public exhibition, 
prior to the commencement of the Plan. SSD applications that have submitted 
an EIS that has commenced public consultation prior to commencement of this 
Plan, are subject to the rates in the repealed or superseded plans. To be clear, 
for an application that has received a Secretary Environmental Assessment 
Requirements (SEARS) prior to the commencement of the plan, but not yet 
undergone public exhibition of an EIS, the Plan will apply.   
 
Modification applications will be assessed in accordance with the contributions 
plan in force at the time of the original approval. 
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This post-exhibition amendment will close a potential loophole that developers could 
potentially use to avoid the higher contribution rates for SSD applications. Under the 
exhibited Draft 7.12 Plan, there is uncertainty as to when a SSD application is made. 
This uncertainty undermines the intent of the Draft 7.12 Plan and DPHI’s strategy for 
funding local infrastructure in Macquarie Park and has significant financial 
implications for Council.  
 
The difference between the likely 7.11 and 7.12 contributions for a single data centre 
application could be approximately $9,800,000. The cumulative impact of this 
difference across multiple applications will be enormous and will severely impact 
Council’s ability to deliver the infrastructure identified in the works schedule. 
 
The proposed post-exhibition amendments have been discussed with DPHI. No 
issues were raised regarding the amendment to the works schedule map. In relation 
to the amendment to the savings and transitional provision, DPHI advised: 
 

We understand council’s aim to ensure to avoid delay in applying the new 
contributions plan to SSD, however, for the following reasons we recommend not 
proceeding with this edit. 
 

1. Council noted they didn’t receive any submissions, so in relation to the 
Minister’s requirement this isn’t a change in response to submissions. As 
the change would affect contributions payable by SSD applicants it should 
have been included in the exhibited draft Plan which would have given 
affected applicants an opportunity to make a submission. For example, a 
developer that had submitted SEARs already when reviewing this draft 
plan on exhibition may not have considered the plan applying to them and 
therefore didn’t make a submission. However, would they have made a 
submission if this change had been exhibited? 

 
2. We appreciate there is a grey area around when an application is 

considered ‘made’, but generally this is considered when relevant material 
is submitted on the planning portal and associated fees paid. Council will 
need to be certain that the requesting SEARs stage is not considered an 
application being made, or they could be challenged by developers.  

 
3. While local contributions aren’t required to align to the policy of the state 

housing and productivity contribution (HPC), this contributions plan was 
drafted by the state so consistency with HPC savings and transitional 
arrangements is preferred and the HPC savings and transitional 
arrangements don’t include a variation for SSD applications. 

 
DPHI’s comments were provided as a recommendation only. The Draft Plan is a 
Council policy and Council has discretion to make any necessary post-exhibition 
amendments prior to adoption.  
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The Minister’s instructions state that Council is to “approve the Plan after considering 
any submissions made during the period of public exhibition and making any 
alternations Council considers appropriate prior to, or by 2 May 2025”. Neither this 
instruction, nor any legislative requirements, preclude Council from making post-
exhibition amendments that are not in response to a submission.  
 
DPIE’s response acknowledges that there is “a grey area” in the drafting of the 
exhibited savings provision. DPIE’s suggestion that the ambiguity should be retained 
to ensure consistency with an unrelated State Government policy is strongly rejected. 
Not addressing this ambiguity is unacceptable. The post-exhibition amendment must 
be made to provide certainty for all parties.  
 
Advanced notice of the new contributions scheme was provided to the market by 
DPHI during its first public exhibition of the Macquarie Park rezoning in November 
2023. This is adequate time for developers to price in any necessary impacts on 
feasibility and progress their applications.  
 
DPHI’s comment regarding opportunities for developers to make submissions to the 
proposed post-exhibition amendment is noted. However, by their own admission, the 
exhibited wording is ambiguous, and developers have already had an opportunity to 
make a submission on how this provision could be interpreted or improved. No 
submissions were received.  
 
The re-exhibition of the proposed amendment is not considered necessary as it 
simply seeks to remove the uncertainty in the existing provision. Additionally, re-
exhibition will not achieve the Minister’s deadline for the plan to come into force by 2 
May 2025.  
 
If the proposed post-exhibition amendment is not supported by Council, the likelihood 
of future legal appeals is significantly increased due to the uncertainty in how the 
provision could be interpreted by Council and developers. If unsuccessful, these 
appeals will result in significant lost income for Council and severely impact the ability 
to fund the local infrastructure in the works schedule.  
 
Risks 
 
Any delay to the adoption of the Draft 7.12 Plan reduces Council’s potential income 
for local infrastructure in Macquarie Park.  
 
In accordance with the Minister's instructions, if the Draft 7.12 Plan is not adopted by 
2 May 2025, the Minister will use his powers to make the plan on Council’s behalf. 
This will likely disregard Council’s administrative amendments in the exhibited Draft 
7.12 Plan, and which have been agreed by DPHI. 
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DPHI’s Infrastructure Delivery Plan for the Macquarie Park rezoning doesn’t 
accurately account for population growth associated with build-to-rent (BTR) 
developments. Council estimates that the Macquarie Park corridor could account for 
up to 11,300 additional BTR dwellings in the E2 Commercial Centre zone. There are 
currently three (3) BTR applications within Macquarie Park, in the SSD pathway, 
under assessment by DPHI. These applications comprise approximately 1,757 units. 
If the build-to-rent typology continues to be favored by developers over 
commercial/retail uses, the infrastructure schedule in the Draft 7.12 Plan will need to 
be reviewed to account for the additional infrastructure demand created by these new 
dwellings. This underscores the importance of regularly reviewing the Draft 7.12 
Plan. 
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10 SPONSORSHIP REQUEST - NORTHERN DISTRICTS LOCAL BUSINESS 
AWARDS 2025  

Report prepared by: Executive Officer - City Economy 
       File No.: GRP/25/9 - BP25/267  
 
REPORT SUMMARY 
Precedent Productions has written to the City of Ryde requesting $3,000 of 
sponsorship towards the 2025 Northern Districts Local Business Awards (the 
Awards).  

A Council resolution (BP23/542) of 26 September 2023 states: “Future decisions on 
the sponsorship of business awards, managed by third parties, require a resolution of 
Council and a report from Council staff”. 

This report provides Council with various options regarding the sponsorship of the 
2025 Awards. Council staff do not support sponsorship of the Awards.  

 
RECOMMENDATION: 
 
That Council decline the request for sponsorship of the Northern Districts Local 
Business Awards for 2025. 
 
ATTACHMENTS 
There are no attachments for this report. 
 
Report Prepared By: 
 
Daniel Hughes 
Executive Officer - City Economy  
 
Report Approved By: 
 
Michael Galderisi 
Deputy Chief Executive Officer  
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BACKGROUND 
Between 2016 and 2023, the City of Ryde was the Major sponsor of the Northern 
Districts Local Business Awards (the Awards). On 25 July 2023, Council resolved 
that Council review the Awards and investigate its own business awards in 
consultation with local businesses and all the Chamber of Commerce in the Ryde 
Local Government Area. 
On 26 September 2023, Council staff tabled their review of the Awards. The review, 
which was also informed by a workshop with Councillors on 12 September 2023, 
concluded that sponsorship of the Awards did not represent value for money for the 
following key reasons: 

1) Sponsorship of the awards has no impact on the eligibility of local businesses 
to participate in the awards, nor does it affect the judgement of the awards. 

2) Several other award programs operate without sponsorship from the City of 
Ryde (e.g., Australian Small Business Awards), and 

3) The costs of sponsoring the awards would be better spent upskilling Local 
Chambers of Commerce. 

In receiving the review on 26 September 2023, the Council resolved that “Future 
decisions on the sponsorship of business awards, managed by third parties, require a 
resolution of Council and a report from Council staff”.  
On 26 March 2024, Council staff tabled a report relating to Precedent Productions’ 
request for $7,700 in sponsorship for the 2024 Awards. Council resolved to decline 
the 2024 sponsorship request. It should be noted that no other Council provided 
sponsorship for the 2024 Awards. 

DISCUSSION 
The Awards – Overview 
A third party – Precedent Productions – operate the Awards. 
The City of Ryde Local Government Area (LGA) falls within the ‘Northern District’, 
which incorporates the Hunters Hill LGA and parts of the Parramatta, Ku-ring-gai, 
Lane Cove and Hornsby Shire LGAs. The Northern Districts received 969 
registrations, with 228 finalists and 295 people attending the 2024 presentation 
evening. 
The 2025 Awards will be held on Tuesday, 5 August 2025, at the Epping Club. 
Nominations for awards will open on Monday, 5 May 2025. 
  



 
 
 
 Council Reports  Page 211 

 
ITEM 10 (continued) 

Agenda of the Extraordinary Council Meeting No. 4/25, dated Wednesday 30 April 
2025. 
 

 
2025 Awards - Sponsorship Proposal 
Precedent Productions is seeking $3,000 (ex GST) from the City of Ryde to be a 
‘Support Partner’ for the 2025 Awards. As a Support Partner, Council would receive: 

• Access to finalists and winners lists. 

• It’s logo featured on the Award’s website, in the Award’s social media 
campaign, finalist certificates, invitations, the presentation evening’s program, 
and on a large screen at the entrance to the event.   

• A dedicated social media post (written by Council and posted on the Award’s 
social media sites). 

• Speaking opportunities, presentation of between 1-3 award categories, and 
two complementary tickets to the presentation evening.  

Evaluation of Sponsorship Proposal and Options 
The Awards have not changed significantly since Council staff’s September 2023 
evaluation or the Council’s March 2024 decision not to sponsor the 2024 Awards.  
For clarity: 

• Sponsorship has no direct link to the eligibility of local businesses to 
participate in the Awards. 

• Council does not sponsor other third-party business award programs.  

• Councillors can still purchase tickets to attend the presentation evening on 
5 August 2025. 

• Savings associated with the 2024 sponsorship have been repurposed into 
programs and events such as Empower Ryde, an annual Ryde Business 
Forum, an annual Small Business Month Event, and the recent Export 
Capability Workshop.  

Although the sponsorship request for the 2025 Awards is lower than in previous 
years, Council staff maintain that it does not represent value for money, with the 
money better spent on local initiatives.  
Nonetheless, the Council report includes the following options for Council’s 
consideration: 

• Option 1 – Council declines the request for sponsorship of the Awards. 
o This is the recommended option as outlined in this report. 

• Option 2 – Council declines the request for sponsorship of the Awards, with 
Councillors using their own Council-allocated budgets to purchase tickets to 
the presentation evening on 5 August 2025. 

o This option has been included in recognition that Councillors may wish 
to attend the Awards as a show of support for businesses participating 
in the awards.  
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• Councillors would need to allocate approximately $250.00 per person to 
purchase their own tickets. 

• Option 3(a) – Council approves the request for sponsorship of the 2025 
Awards, with the Mayor’s budget covering the cost of sponsorship.  

o This option has been included as the utilisation of funding from the 
Mayor’s budget would not impact operational budgets.  

o Furthermore, the Mayor or his delegate would be given the 
complementary tickets to the event alongside the speaking 
opportunities linked to the sponsorship. 

• Option 3(b) – In addition to Option 3(a), Councillors use their own Council 
allocated budgets to purchase tickets to the presentation evening on 
5 August 2025 (at an approximate cost of $250.00 per person).  

 
FINANCIAL IMPLICATIONS 
Should Council resolve to sponsor the 2025 Awards it will result in a financial impact 
of $3,000.00. The Manager of Business Assurance and Governance has confirmed 
that the sponsorship request of $3,000 can be accommodated within the Mayor’s 
existing budget.  
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INFORMATION REPORT 

11 REPORT FOR THE INFORMATION OF COUNCIL - INVESTMENT REPORT 
AS AT 31 MARCH 2025  

Report prepared by: Team Leader - Financial Reporting 
       File No.: GRP/25/8 - BP25/240  
 

 
REPORT SUMMARY 
 
This report details Council’s performance of its investment portfolio as at 31 March 
2025, and compares it against key benchmarks.  
 
Council’s rate of return on investments for the reporting period is 5.01%, which is 
0.85% above the benchmark figure of 4.16%. 
 
Income from interest on investments is budgeted at $13.4m and, as at 31 March 
2025, funds of $11.8m have been earned.  
 

 
ATTACHMENTS 
There are no attachments for this report. 
 
Report Prepared By: 
 
Barry Gibb 
Team Leader - Financial Reporting  
 
Report Approved By: 
 
Steven Harris 
Chief Financial Officer  
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Background 
 
Council’s Responsible Accounting Officer is required to report monthly on Council’s 
Investment Portfolio as per the Local Government (General) Regulation 2021 Section 
212 and certify that the Investments are held in accordance with Council’s Investment 
Policy and Section 625 of the Local Government Act 1993.  
 
The preservation of capital is the principal objective of Council’s Cash Investment 
Policy. Investments are to be placed in a manner that safeguards the investment 
portfolio and risk tolerances are prescribed to ensure the best financial outcome for 
residents.  
 
Funds are to be invested at the most favorable interest rate available at the time, 
whist having due consideration of the following parameters to mitigate risk: 
 

• Liquidity: Investment terms should be sufficient to meet cash flow 
requirements of Council operations. 

• Legislative Compliance: Council is guided by both the Local Government Act 
1993, Local Government Regulations 2021 and to the most current Ministerial 
Investment Order that has been issued by the NSW Minister for Local 
Government. 

• Institutional Limitations: Council is not permitted to invest in Authorised 
Deposit taking Institutions (ADI) that is an Australian subsidiary of a foreign 
bank, all ADI’s Council invests with must comply to ratios monitored by 
Australian Prudential Regulation Authority (APRA). 

• Overall Portfolio Limits: To diversify risk of Council’s Investment Portfolio, 
maximum limits apply based on Standard & Poor (S&P) credit rating. Council 
is not permitted to invest in any ADI which is BBB- or less. 

• Term to Maturity: maximum limits apply to term deposit terms that are 
between 1 - 3 years and greater than 3 years. 

 
Standard & Poor (S&P) Rating Scale: 
 
AAA An obligor has extremely strong capacity to meet its financial commitments 
AA+ 

An obligor has very strong capacity to meet its financial commitments. It differs 
from the highest rated obligers only to a small degree AA 

AA- 
A+ An obligor has strong capacity to meet its financial commitments but is 

somewhat more susceptible to the adverse effects of changes in circumstances 
and economic conditions than obligors in higher rated categories 

A 
A- 
BBB+ An obligor has adequate capacity to meet its financial commitments. However, 

adverse economic conditions or changing circumstances are more likely to lead to 
a weakened capacity for the obligor to meet its financial commitments 

BBB 
BBB- 
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Investment Performance Commentary 
 
Council’s performance against the benchmark for returns of its investment portfolio 
for March 2025 and the past 12 months are as follows: 

 

 
 
Council’s investment portfolio as at 31 March 2025 was as follows: 
 
Cash/Term Deposits $178.3m 52.39% 
Floating Rate Notes $113.6m 33.40% 
Fixed Bonds $48.4m 14.21% 
Total Investments $340.3m  

 
Council continues to utilise the Federal Government’s current guarantee ($250k) 
investing in Term Deposits with a range of Authorised Deposit Taking Institutions 
(ADI’s) on short to medium term investments (Generally 30 days to 365 days 
maturity) where more competitive rates are available. 
 
Council’s income from investments continues to exceed original budgeted 
expectations, primarily due to Council’s cash reserves balances being higher than 
anticipated and higher interest rates being offered reflective of recent economic 
conditions. 

3.0%

3.5%

4.0%

4.5%

5.0%

5.5%

Apr-24 May-24 Jun-24 Jul-24 Aug-24 Sep-24 Oct-24 Nov-24 Dec-24 Jan-25 Feb-25 Mar-25

Performance - All Investments

12 Mth W Avg 12 Mth Avg Benchmark

Monthly W Ave Incl Expired RBA Cash Rate

 March 12 Month FYTD 
Council Return 5.01 4.96 4.96 
Benchmark 4.16 4.46 4.47 
Variance 0.85 0.50 0.49 
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INVESTMENT SUMMARY AS AT 31 MARCH 2025

Issuer Investment Name
Investment 

Rating

Fossil 
Fuel 
Free

Invested at 
31-Mar-25

 $000's

Annualised 
Period 

Return (%)

12 Month 
Average 
Return

Return 
since 01 

July 2024
% of Total 
Invested Maturity Tenor

Australia and New Zealand 
Banking Group

1.  Suncorp Covered Bond
AAA N 3,986 3.56 3.57 3.58 1.17 24/08/2026 1593

Bank of Queensland 2.  Bank of Queensland Floating 
Rate Note AAA Y 1,200 5.37 5.54 5.53 0.35 14/05/2025 1826

Bank of Queensland 3.  BoQ FRN AAA Y 2,000 5.36 5.53 5.52 0.59 14/05/2025 1051
Bendigo and Adelaide Bank 4.  Bendigo FRN (Covered) AAA Y 4,000 5.25 5.41 5.41 1.18 11/11/2025 1096
Westpac Banking Corporation 5.  WBC Covered Bond AAA N 3,200 3.94 3.93 3.92 0.94 20/05/2025 1096
Australia and New Zealand 
Banking Group

6.  Suncorp-Metway Fixed Bond
AA- N 3,596 2.58 2.56 2.55 1.06 25/01/2027 1826

Australia and New Zealand 
Banking Group

7.  Suncorp Fixed Bond
AA- N 3,933 3.60 3.58 3.57 1.16 25/01/2027 1763

Australia and New Zealand 
Banking Group

8.  ANZ Fixed Bond
AA- N 2,000 4.09 4.09 4.08 0.59 12/05/2025 1096

Australia and New Zealand 
Banking Group

9.  Suncorp Fixed Bond
AA- N 1,436 5.49 5.47 5.46 0.42 25/01/2027 1683

Australia and New Zealand 
Banking Group

10.  Suncorp-Metway Floating Rate 
Note AA- N 1,200 5.55 5.62 5.63 0.35 24/04/2025 1823

Australia and New Zealand 
Banking Group

11.  Suncorp FRN
AA- N 2,583 5.71 5.75 5.75 0.76 25/02/2027 1711

Australia and New Zealand 
Banking Group

12.  Suncorp FRN
AA- N 2,200 5.63 5.76 5.77 0.65 14/12/2027 1826

Australia and New Zealand 
Banking Group

13.  ANZ FRN
AA- N 1,200 5.58 5.57 5.58 0.35 31/03/2028 1827

Australia and New Zealand 
Banking Group

14.  Suncorp FRN
AA- N 3,000 5.32 5.51 5.51 0.88 18/05/2026 1096

Australia and New Zealand 
Banking Group

15.  ANZ FRN
AA- N 2,800 5.25 5.42 5.43 0.82 11/09/2028 1827

Australia and New Zealand 
Banking Group

16.  Suncorp FRN
AA- N 2,000 5.40 5.48 5.50 0.59 19/03/2029 1826

Commonwealth Bank of 
Australia

17.  CBA Business Online Saver
AA- N 18,277 4.18 4.41 4.40 5.37

Commonwealth Bank of 
Australia

18.  CBA Fixed Bond
AA- N 3,000 4.30 4.29 4.29 0.88 18/08/2025 1096

Commonwealth Bank of 
Australia

19.  CBA Fixed Bond
AA- N 3,931 5.38 5.38 5.38 1.16 18/08/2027 1756

Commonwealth Bank of 
Australia

20.  CBA FRN
AA- N 2,400 5.60 5.66 5.67 0.71 13/01/2028 1826

Commonwealth Bank of 
Australia

21.  CBA
AA- N 2,500 5.22 5.40 5.41 0.73 17/08/2028 1827

Commonwealth Bank of 
Australia

22.  CBA FRN
AA- N 1,000 5.10 5.33 5.33 0.29 22/08/2029 1826

Commonwealth Bank of 
Australia

23.  CBA FRN
AA- N 2,000 5.29 5.29 5.29 0.59 9/01/2030 1826

National Australia Bank 24.  NAB Fixed Bond AA- N 3,497 2.98 2.98 2.98 1.03 25/02/2027 1826
National Australia Bank 25.  NAB Fixed Bond AA- N 2,921 4.84 4.80 4.80 0.86 27/03/2028 1124
National Australia Bank 26.  NAB FRN AA- N 3,000 5.31 5.47 5.47 0.88 12/05/2028 1827
National Australia Bank 27.  NAB FRN AA- N 3,200 5.31 5.49 5.49 0.94 16/11/2028 1827
National Australia Bank 28.  NAB FRN AA- N 2,800 5.37 5.41 5.42 0.82 22/03/2029 1826
National Australia Bank 29.  NAB Term Deposit AA- N 4,000 4.95 5.11 5.06 1.18 21/10/2025 364
National Australia Bank 30.  NAB Term Deposit AA- N 4,000 5.06 5.08 5.06 1.18 15/07/2025 342
National Australia Bank 31.  NAB Term Deposit AA- N 4,000 5.02 5.07 5.06 1.18 9/12/2025 364
National Australia Bank 32.  NAB Term Deposit AA- N 4,000 5.15 5.16 5.15 1.18 19/06/2025 365
National Australia Bank 33.  NAB Term Deposit AA- N 4,000 5.37 5.32 5.37 1.18 9/07/2025 363
National Australia Bank 34.  NAB Term Deposit AA- N 4,000 4.88 5.01 4.95 1.18 23/09/2025 371
National Australia Bank 35.  NAB Term Deposit AA- N 4,000 5.45 5.45 5.45 1.18 22/04/2025 299
National Australia Bank 36.  NAB Term Deposit AA- N 4,000 4.80 4.98 4.97 1.18 4/02/2026 365
National Australia Bank 37.  NAB Term Deposit AA- N 4,000 5.13 5.13 5.13 1.18 6/05/2025 272
National Australia Bank 38.  NAB Term Deposit AA- N 2,000 5.15 5.15 5.15 0.59 2/04/2025 238
Westpac Banking Corporation 39.  Westpac FRN AA- N 2,600 5.05 5.21 5.20 0.76 10/08/2026 1096
Westpac Banking Corporation 40.  WBC FRN AA- N 3,500 5.36 5.43 5.45 1.03 19/09/2028 1827
Westpac Banking Corporation 41.  Westpac FRN AA- N 3,400 5.27 5.37 5.37 1.00 19/09/2029 1826
Westpac Banking Corporation 42.  WBC FRN AA- N 3,000 5.27 5.27 5.27 0.88 21/01/2030 1826
Westpac Banking Corporation 43.  Westpac Term Deposit AA- N 4,000 5.03 5.26 5.21 1.18 11/11/2025 371
Westpac Banking Corporation 44.  Westpac Term Deposit AA- N 4,000 5.00 5.21 5.14 1.18 4/11/2025 371
Westpac Banking Corporation 45.  Westpac TD AA- N 4,000 4.95 5.17 5.13 1.18 17/12/2025 365
Westpac Banking Corporation 46.  Westpac Floating TD AA- N 4,000 5.11 5.30 5.30 1.18 11/09/2025 372
Westpac Banking Corporation 47.  Westpac Floating TD AA- N 4,000 5.06 5.25 5.25 1.18 9/09/2026 735
Westpac Banking Corporation 48.  Westpac Floating TD AA- N 4,000 5.07 5.27 5.27 1.18 9/09/2027 1100
Macquarie Bank 49.  Macquarie Bank FRN A+ N 3,200 5.21 5.34 5.35 0.94 14/09/2026 1096
Bank of Queensland 50.  BoQ Fixed Bond A- Y 3,798 2.14 2.13 2.15 1.12 27/10/2026 1826
Bank of Queensland 51.  BoQ Fixed Bond A- Y 1,951 4.06 4.06 4.05 0.57 6/05/2026 1496
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Issuer Investment Name
Investment 

Rating

Fossil 
Fuel 
Free

Invested at 
31-Mar-25

 $000's

Annualised 
Period 

Return (%)

12 Month 
Average 
Return

Return 
since 01 

July 2024
% of Total 
Invested Maturity Tenor

Bank of Queensland 52.  BoQ Fixed Bond A- Y 768 5.26 5.25 5.26 0.23 27/10/2026 1498
Bank of Queensland 53.  BoQ Fixed Bond A- Y 490 5.22 5.21 5.23 0.14 27/10/2026 1495
Bank of Queensland 54.  BoQ Fixed Bond A- Y 2,608 5.14 5.14 5.13 0.77 6/05/2026 1321
Bank of Queensland 55.  BoQ Fixed Bond A- Y 3,293 5.44 5.42 5.41 0.97 30/04/2029 1826
Bank of Queensland 56.  BoQ Fixed Bond A- Y 3,955 5.47 5.43 5.43 1.16 27/01/2027 937
Bank of Queensland 57.  BoQ FRN A- Y 3,517 5.49 5.60 5.60 1.03 30/04/2029 1712
Bank of Queensland 58.  Bank of Queensland Term 

Deposit A- Y 3,000 5.08 5.07 5.08 0.88 15/04/2025 364
Bank of Queensland 59.  Bank of Queensland Term 

Deposit A- Y 2,000 5.10 4.68 5.10 0.59 13/06/2025 365
Bank of Queensland 60.  Bank of Queensland Term 

Deposit A- Y 4,000 4.72 5.13 5.08 1.18 7/01/2026 288
Bank of Queensland 61.  Bank of Queensland Term 

Deposit A- Y 4,000 5.23 5.18 5.19 1.18 17/06/2025 182
Bank of Queensland 62.  Bank of Queensland Term 

Deposit A- Y 4,000 4.70 4.70 4.70 1.18 6/03/2026 364
Bendigo and Adelaide Bank 63.  Bendigo Bank FRN A- Y 3,500 5.54 5.72 5.72 1.03 15/05/2026 1096
Bendigo and Adelaide Bank 64.  Bendigo Bank FRN A- Y 1,200 5.38 5.43 5.43 0.35 24/10/2028 1461
Bendigo and Adelaide Bank 65.  Bendigo and Adelaide Bank 

Term Deposit A- Y 3,000 4.88 4.97 4.94 0.88 24/07/2025 268
Bendigo and Adelaide Bank 66.  Bendigo and Adelaide Bank 

Term Deposit A- Y 4,000 5.01 5.01 5.01 1.18 22/07/2025 180
AMP 67.  AMP FRN BBB+ Y 2,000 6.18 6.24 6.27 0.59 29/06/2026 1096
AMP 68.  AMP FRN BBB+ Y 2,700 5.64 5.81 5.81 0.79 13/09/2027 1095
AMP 69.  AMP Term Deposit BBB+ Y 1,000 5.05 5.12 5.07 0.29 4/08/2025 367
Australian Military Bank 70.  Australian Military Bank Term 

Deposit BBB+ Y 4,000 5.14 5.14 5.14 1.18 14/01/2026 540
Australian Unity Bank 71.  Australian Unity Bank Term 

Deposit BBB+ Y 4,000 4.98 5.18 5.02 1.18 29/10/2025 365
B&E (T/as Bank of Us) 72.  Bank of us Term Deposit BBB+ Y 4,000 4.87 4.96 4.92 1.18 15/10/2025 363
B&E (T/as Bank of Us) 73.  Bank of us Term Deposit BBB+ Y 4,000 5.32 5.28 5.32 1.18 29/07/2025 364
B&E (T/as Bank of Us) 74.  Bank of us TD BBB+ Y 2,000 5.07 5.06 5.06 0.59 18/11/2025 370
Beyond Bank 75.  Beyond Bank FRN BBB+ Y 2,500 5.37 5.37 5.37 0.73 21/03/2028 1096
Beyond Bank 76.  Beyond Bank Term Deposit BBB+ Y 4,000 5.11 5.11 5.11 1.18 30/04/2025 184
Credit Union Australia 77.  Great Southern Bank FRN BBB+ Y 1,200 5.98 6.15 6.14 0.35 9/02/2027 1461
Credit Union Australia 78.  Great Southern Bank FRN BBB+ Y 1,900 5.37 5.48 5.48 0.56 1/11/2027 1095
Defence Bank 79.  Defence Bank Term Deposit BBB+ Y 3,000 4.95 4.95 4.95 0.88 7/01/2026 365
G&C Mutual Bank 80.  G&C Mutual Bank Term 

Deposit BBB+ Y 2,000 5.11 5.11 5.11 0.59 22/07/2025 350
G&C Mutual Bank 81.  G&C Mutual Bank Term 

Deposit BBB+ Y 4,000 5.35 5.35 5.35 1.18 24/06/2025 364
G&C Mutual Bank 82.  G&C Mutual Bank Term 

Deposit BBB+ Y 2,000 5.10 5.10 5.10 0.59 6/08/2025 365
G&C Mutual Bank 83.  G&C Mutual Bank TD BBB+ Y 4,000 4.98 4.98 4.98 1.18 12/08/2025 350
IMB Bank 84.  IMB Term Deposit BBB+ Y 4,000 4.76 5.12 4.91 1.18 1/09/2025 181
IMB Bank 85.  IMB Term Deposit BBB+ Y 4,000 4.71 4.71 4.71 1.18 2/09/2025 179
Members Banking Group 86.  RACQ FRN BBB+ Y 2,000 5.49 5.71 5.71 0.59 23/05/2025 1096
Members Banking Group 87.  RACQ FRN BBB+ Y 3,100 5.75 5.97 5.97 0.91 24/02/2026 1096
Members Banking Group 88.  RACQ FRN BBB+ Y 3,000 5.88 6.10 6.10 0.88 5/03/2027 1095
MyState Bank 89.  MyState FRN BBB+ Y 1,500 5.04 5.14 5.15 0.44 16/06/2025 1461
MyState Bank 90.  MyState Bank Term Deposit BBB+ Y 4,000 5.28 5.28 5.28 1.18 10/04/2025 289
Newcastle Greater Mutual 
Group

91.  NPBS FRN
BBB+ Y 2,000 4.87 5.09 5.10 0.59 4/03/2026 1826

Newcastle Greater Mutual 
Group

92.  NPBS FRN
BBB+ Y 3,246 5.01 5.24 5.25 0.95 4/03/2026 1458

Newcastle Greater Mutual 
Group

93.  NPBS FRN
BBB+ Y 3,726 5.77 5.93 5.93 1.09 10/02/2027 1720

Newcastle Greater Mutual 
Group

94.  NPBS FRN
BBB+ Y 992 5.88 6.05 6.05 0.29 10/02/2027 1482

Newcastle Greater Mutual 
Group

95.  NPBS FRN
BBB+ Y 2,500 5.70 5.70 5.70 0.73 21/01/2030 1826

Police & Nurses Limited 96.  P&N Bank Term Deposit BBB+ Y 2,000 4.92 5.09 5.07 0.59 29/07/2025 180
Police & Nurses Limited 97.  P&N Bank TD BBB+ Y 4,000 4.86 5.05 5.05 1.18 15/09/2025 182
Police Bank 98.  Police Bank FRN BBB+ Y 2,000 5.76 5.98 5.98 0.59 21/11/2025 1096
Police Bank 99.  Police Bank FRN BBB+ Y 4,000 5.85 6.03 6.03 1.18 17/11/2026 1096
Police Financial Services 100.  BankVic Term Deposit BBB+ Y 2,000 5.27 5.27 5.27 0.59 29/04/2025 363
Police Financial Services 101.  BankVic TD BBB+ Y 4,000 4.81 4.81 4.81 1.18 9/09/2025 180
Teachers Mutual Bank 102.  Teachers Mutual Bank FRN BBB+ Y 1,100 5.06 5.17 5.18 0.32 16/06/2026 1826
Teachers Mutual Bank 103.  Teachers Mutual Bank FRN BBB+ Y 700 5.75 5.84 5.84 0.21 21/06/2027 1095
Auswide Bank 104.  Auswide FRN BBB Y 3,000 5.92 6.03 6.04 0.88 17/03/2026 1096
Auswide Bank 105.  Auswide FRN BBB Y 3,500 6.10 6.14 6.15 1.03 22/03/2027 1095
Auswide Bank 106.  Auswide FRN BBB Y 2,000 5.92 5.90 5.90 0.59 13/09/2027 1095
Auswide Bank 107.  Auswide Bank Term Deposit BBB Y 2,000 4.97 5.16 5.14 0.59 27/01/2026 364
Auswide Bank 108.  Auswide Bank Term Deposit BBB Y 2,000 4.95 4.95 4.95 0.59 30/01/2026 365
Maitland Mutual 109.  The Mutual FRN BBB Y 2,000 5.93 6.09 6.09 0.59 10/05/2027 1095
Maitland Mutual 110.  Maitland Mutual Term Deposit

BBB Y 4,000 4.70 4.70 4.70 1.18 8/02/2027 732
Police Financial Services 111.  BankVic TD BBB Y 4,000 5.05 5.15 5.12 1.18 21/10/2025 273

340,304 5.03 5.10 5.10 100



 
 
 
 Council Reports  Page 218 

 
ITEM 11 (continued) 

Agenda of the Extraordinary Council Meeting No. 4/25, dated Wednesday 30 April 
2025. 
 

 
 

 
 
 

 

 
 
 

<365 days >365 days
Cash/TDs $166.3M $12.0M

FRNs $25.2M $88.4M
Fixed Bonds $8.2M $40.2M

$199.7M $140.6M

0% 20% 40% 60% 80% 100%

<1 year

1-3 yrs

3+ yrs

Policy Limits on Maturities

Permissible Invested

0% 10
%

20
%

30
%

40
%

50
%

60
%

70
%

80
%

90
%

10
0%

AAA to AA-

A+ to A-

BBB+

BBB

Investment Summary by Rating

Actual Permitted

Note: Portion of deposits covered by Federal Guarantee
are rated 'AAA'

50M

100M

150M

200M

250M

300M

350M

400M

Apr 24 May 24 Jun 24 Jul 24 Aug 24 Sep 24 Oct 24 Nov 24 Dec 24 Jan 25 Feb 25 Mar 25

Total Funds Invested

Cash/At Call Term Deposit Fixed Bonds Floating Rate Notes Fossil Fuel Free



 
 
 
 Council Reports  Page 219 

 
ITEM 11 (continued) 

Agenda of the Extraordinary Council Meeting No. 4/25, dated Wednesday 30 April 
2025. 
 

 
 

 
 
 
Divestment of Fossil Fuel Aligned Financial Institutions 
 
Council uses the entity Market Forces to validate its classes of investments into 
either fossil fuel or non-fossil fuel aligned institutions. Market Forces is a publicly 
available website and is not a contractor that Council has engaged for this 
information. 
 
As at 31 March 2025, Council has a total amount of $180.9m invested in non-fossil 
fuel aligned financial institutions, which is 53.2% of its total investment portfolio.  
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Whilst Council has a preference for non-fossil fuel aligned institutions, these 
institutions are often rated at the lower end of the (S&P) rating scale and in order to 
manage risk, Council’s Investment Policy places limits on BBB+ (35%) BBB (15%) 
and Council cannot risk investing 100% in these institutions as adverse economic 
conditions or changing circumstances are more likely to lead to a weakened capacity 
for the obligor to meet its financial commitments. The Investment Policy ensures that 
the divestment in these categories are restricted to minimise risk and ensure 
preservation of capital. Council cannot breach its Policy, and any losses of income 
experienced as a result of poor investment decisions is ultimately Council’s 
responsibility. 
 
Financial Implications 
 
Council’s return for the reporting period is 5.01%, which is 0.85% above the 
benchmark figure of 4.16%. 
 
The budget for interest income from investments is $13.4m and as at 31 March 2025 
funds of $11.8m have been earned.  
 
Summary 
 
Council’s investment portfolio continues to perform well and is consistent with Section 
625 of the Local Government Act 1993, which deals with the investment of surplus 
funds by Councils. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Certificate of the Chief Financial Officer (Responsible Accounting Officer) 
 
I certify that as at the date of this report, the investments listed have been made and 
are held in compliance with Council’s Investment Policy and applicable legislation. 
   
 
 
Steven Harris 
 
Chief Financial Officer 
Responsible Accounting Officer 
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PRECIS OF CORRESPONDENCE 

1 CORRESPONDENCE FROM THE HON. PRUE CAR MP REGARDING A 
NEW PRIMARY SCHOOL IN MIDTOWN MACQUARIE PARK  

Report prepared by: Civic Services Manager 
       File No.: CLM/25/1/1/11 - BP25/324  
 
CORRESPONDENCE:  
 
Submitting correspondence from the Deputy Premier of New South Wales, Minister 
for Education and Early Learning and Minister for Western Sydney, The Hon. Prue 
Car MP dated 14 April 2025 in response to correspondence from Mayor Brown dated 
26 February 2025 regarding the new primary school at Midtown Macquarie Park. 
 
RECOMMENDATION: 
 
That the correspondence be received and noted. 
 
ATTACHMENTS 
1  Letter from the Mayor Trenton Brown to the Hon. Prue Car MP dated 26 

February 2025 
 

2  Letter from the Hon. Prue Car MP to the Mayor Trenton Brown dated 14 April 
2025 

 

 
Report Prepared By: 
 
Amanda Janvrin 
Civic Services Manager  
 
Report Approved By: 
 
Graham Humphreys 
Manager - Business Assurance and Governance 
 
Wayne Rylands 
Chief Executive Officer  
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2 MINISTERIAL MEDIA RELEASE FROM THE PREMIER, DEPUTY 

PREMIER, MINISTER FOR EDUCATION AND EARLY LEARNING 
ANDMINISTER FOR SPORT REGARDING CONSTRUCTION BEGINNING 
ON NEW WEST RYDE MULTI-SPORTS FACILITY  

Report prepared by: Civic Services Manager 
       File No.: CLM/25/1/1/11 - BP25/325  
 
CORRESPONDENCE:  
 
Submitting Ministerial Media Release from the Premier, Deputy Premier, Minister for 
Education and Early Learning and Minister for Sport dated 28 April 2025 regarding 
Construction beginning on new West Ryde Multi-Sports Facility. 
 
RECOMMENDATION: 
 
That the correspondence be received and noted. 
 
ATTACHMENTS 
1  Ministerial Media Release regarding Construction beginning on new West 

Ryde Multi-Sports Facility - 28 April 2025 
 

 
Report Prepared By: 
 
Amanda Janvrin 
Civic Services Manager  
 
Report Approved By: 
 
Graham Humphreys 
Manager - Business Assurance and Governance 
 
Wayne Rylands 
Chief Executive Officer  
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Correspondence  Page 229 
 
PRECIS OF CORRESPONDENCE 2 (continued) ATTACHMENT 1 
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2025. 
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NOTICES OF MOTION 

1 ENSURING SAFE AND APPROPRIATE AMENITIES AT COMMUNITY 
SPORTING FACILITIES - Councillor Kathy Tracey          

File Number: CLM/25/1/1/6 - BP25/272 
 
BACKGROUND: 
 
Recent sporting facility upgrades have replaced male and female toilets with unisex 
options, raising valid concerns around safety, privacy, and comfort – particularly for 
young people and vulnerable users. Feedback from the community has made it clear 
that this change does not meet the expectations or needs of all facility users. 
 
As an inclusive Council, we have a responsibility to ensure our public amenities are 
safe, appropriate, and respectful of everyone's needs. While inclusivity is vital, it 
should not come at the expense of personal comfort or privacy. We must strive to 
cater for all members of our diverse community by providing a range of facilities that 
accommodate different preferences and ensure everyone feels safe, respected, and 
welcome. 
 
 
MOTION: 
 
That Council: 
 
(a) Investigates the recent shift towards unisex toilet facilities in newly built sporting 

amenities buildings and assesses the impact on community safety and comfort, 
particularly for young female participants. 
 

(b) Reviews best practices regarding the provision of separate male and female 
toilet facilities alongside unisex options where appropriate. 
 

(c) Ensures that future sporting facility developments prioritise the safety, privacy, 
and comfort of all users, including children, parents, volunteers, and players. 
 

(d) Engages with key stakeholders, including local sporting clubs and community 
groups, to gather feedback and determine the most suitable approach for future 
amenities. 
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2 LOCAL DISABILITY ART FESTIVAL - Councillor Roy Maggio          

File Number: CLM/25/1/1/6 - BP25/274 
 
MOTION: 
 
(a) That the City of Ryde provides a report to explore and create a local 

disability art event with artistic works of people living with disability, experiencing 
social isolation, or at risk of marginalisation providing a platform for artists of all 
abilities to promote themselves and expand their creative talent.  

  
(b) That the report should include:-  
  

i. A wide community discussion with all disability networks in Ryde and local 
artists. 

ii. A disability art award be presented by the Mayor and invite interested 
Councillors on the day. 

iii. That the event is open to artists aged 18 and over. 
iv. That Artists are encouraged to submit drawings, graphic art or paintings.  
v. That the exhibition is a celebration of International Day of People with 

Disability. This year's theme focuses on "Amplifying the leadership of 
persons with disabilities for an inclusive and sustainable future. 
 

(c) That the report be made available at the July Council meeting with usage of 
Councillor Maggio’s discretionary fund of $1,000 in support of the event. 

  
 

3 IMPROVED BUS SERVICES FOR GLADESVILLE AND EAST RYDE - 
Deputy Mayor, Councillor Sophie Lara-Watson          

File Number: CLM/25/1/1/6 - BP25/286 
 
MOTION: 
 
That Council request the Mayor to write to the NSW Minister for Transport, John 
Graham MP, and the Member for Lane Cove, the Hon. Anthony Roberts MP, 
requesting:- 
 
(a) The extension of the Route 516 bus service into Sagar Place, East Ryde, to 

better service the surrounding community. 
 
(b) Insights into the feasibility of introducing a new bus route that would provide a 

direct connection between Gladesville and the North Ryde Metro Station, 
travelling via Pittwater Road. 
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4 EXPANDING RYDE'S BASKETBALL FACILITIES TO MEETING 
COMMUNITY DEMAND - Councillor Keanu Arya          

File Number: CLM/25/1/1/6 - BP25/291 
 
MOTION: 
 
That Council staff prepare a report to be brought back to Council which outlines the 
following: 
 
(a) Investigate and record the existing locations and number of basketball courts, 

half courts and hoops in Ryde, including any multi-purpose facilities, together 
with indicative costings for the annual maintenance of these facilities. 
 

(b) Explore options for deploying cost-effective basketball court facilities (e.g. half 
courts and individual hoops) where feasible, including associated costing and 
the availability of grants to assist with funding, while recognising that larger-
scale facilities requiring substantial funding would need to be planned and 
budgeted accordingly. 

 
(c) Identify proposed locations for five new basketball facility sites in Ryde on a 

scale from lowest costing (e.g. hoop on a wall) to highest costing (e.g. half 
court/full court), with a view to commencing installations in 2026. 

 
(d) Identify a second round of proposed sites for consultation in 2026, with a view to 

installation in 2027/2028. 
 
  

 

5 ENHANCING INCLUSIVITY AND SUPPORT FOR LGBTQIA+ COMMUNITY 
IN RYDE - Councillor Tina Kordrostami          

File Number: CLM/25/1/1/6 - BP25/292 
 
BACKGROUND: 
 
The City of Ryde acknowledges the current lack of dedicated LGBTQIA+ services 
within our community.  Research conducted in 2019 confirmed the presence of a 
LGBTQIA+ community in Ryde, yet none of the 50 available community services 
cater specifically to their needs. 
  
As we work towards renewing our Social Plan, I look forward to proudly supporting its 
implementation when approached by community members concerned about 
inclusivity.  However, it is imperative that we proactively establish safe spaces within 
our Local Government Area, fostering a sense of pride and belonging for all. 
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As elected representatives, we can create an environment where events celebrating 
identity are recognised to be essential expressions of community and diversity.  At 
present, the only service provided to the queer community is Ryde Pride – an event 
which excludes adults over the age of 24. 
  
This highlights a clear barrier to accessibility and inclusion for Ryde residents, whom 
we are responsible for supporting.  To address these gaps and promote a welcoming 
and educational approach to diversity, I seek your support in this motion to enhance 
inclusivity and create safe, accessible spaces for our LGBTQIA+ community. 
 
MOTION: 
 
That Council: 

 
(a) Establish an LGBTQIA+ advisory group to provide visibility for the community 

through active engagement in planning reports, to be funded from the Advisory 
Committees Admin Support budget. 

 
(b) Facilitate collaboration between the City of Ryde and existing organisations, 

such as ACON, Rainbow Families, The Gender Centre and Twenty10 to plan 
localised support services for LGBTQIA+ people in Ryde and to address and 
prevent harmful community responses. 

 
  

 

6 THE DELIVERY OF BLENHEIM PARK MASTERPLAN AND OPENING THE 
PARK FOR RYDE'S COMMUNITY TO USE - Councillor Penny Pedersen          

File Number: CLM/25/1/1/6 - BP25/293 
 
BACKGROUND: 
 
The Blenheim Park masterplan was adopted by City of Ryde Council in 2020 and a 
commitment of $8million was made by Jerome Laxale MP, prior to the 2022 federal 
election and this grant was delivered by the Albanese federal government. However, 
no part of the masterplan has been delivered by Council to date.  
 
A national tree day event was celebrated at Blenheim Park in North Ryde on 28 July 
2024, where many small trees were planted using funding from the state government 
small commitment grants. Only a few weeks later the park was closed and has 
remained closed since August 2024, after contamination was found. 
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The last update on the contaminated land remediation was January 2025 when the 
following statement was published on the council website: 
 
'Council is finalising investigation reports and engaging specialist contractors to carry 
out the necessary remediation works. While the park is tentatively scheduled to 
reopen in mid to late 2025, this reopening will be temporary. The park is expected to 
close again in early 2026 to allow for construction activities associated with the 
exciting Blenheim Park Masterplan, which will amplify activity on this popular 
recreation area for the long-term benefit of our community. We appreciate your 
patience and understanding as we address these challenges and work towards 
delivering a safe and improved park for everyone to enjoy.' 
 

• The park is still closed to the public in late April 2025.  
• The North Ryde community are forced to walk around the park to reach 

Epping Road buses and the Metro station. 
• Dog owners cannot walk their dogs off leash at the park as they have done in 

the past. 
• There have been numerous sightings of large foxes coming and going from 

the park. 
 
Staff have told Council that: “the masterplan implementation project is progressing 
concurrently (alongside remediation)”  
 
MOTION: 
 
That staff prepare a report that contains the following information:- 
 
(a) Detail of any work to progress the masterplan that has already been carried out 

alongside the remediation. 
 
(b) Detail of the contaminants; the remediation process; cost of remediation; 

funding source for the remediation and details of any safety risk to the public 
(those who attended the public tree planting and residents living on adjoining 
land). 

 
(c) Details of fox and invasive species management at the park. 
 
(d) An updated timeline for delivery of the masterplan. 
 
(e) An update on the health of plants that were planted by the public on national 

tree day in July 2024, including how many plants were planted and how many of 
those have survived. 
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7 CONSIDERATION OF A NEW CATEGORY IN THE CITY OF RYDE 
COMMUNITY GRANTS PROGRAM TO COVER ENVIRONMENTAL 
PROJECTS - Councillor Penny Pedersen          

File Number: CLM/25/1/1/6 - BP25/294 
 
BACKGROUND: 
 
While Bushcare volunteers assist the City of Ryde with Council managed natural 
areas, using bush regeneration, there may be other opportunities to engage our 
community in projects that contribute to an ecologically sustainable city.  
 
Inner West, Canada Bay, Kur-ring-gai; Willoughby and other Councils across NSW 
offer an environmental category for community grants, encouraging applicants to 
submit projects that focus on resilience and sustainability. 
  
Inner West Council even has a new category to support not-for-profit community 
projects that focus on product/materials reuse, recycling, or repair.  
 
MOTION: 
 
That Council staff prepare a report to be brought back to Council which: 
 
(a) Explores a state or federal grant that would enable City of Ryde to expand the 

Community Grants program, so that it includes an Environmental category. 
 
(b) Explores the environment grants programs that are awarded at other Councils 

across Sydney and considers how the grant might work - including: guidelines; 
objectives; assessment; eligibility criteria; and how to apply. 

  

 

8 HELPING MAKE THE CITY OF RYDE A DEMENTIA FRIENDLY CITY - 
Councillor Penny Pedersen          

File Number: CLM/25/1/1/6 - BP25/295 
 
BACKGROUND: 
 
Dementia describes a collection of symptoms that are caused by disorders affecting 
the brain. It is not one specific disease. Dementia affects thinking, behaviour, and the 
ability to perform everyday tasks.  
 
Around two-thirds of people with dementia live in the community, yet research shows 
that more than 60 per cent of people would rather not think about dementia.  
 
 



 
 
 
 Notices of Motion  Page 236 

Agenda of the Extraordinary Council Meeting No. 4/25, dated Wednesday 30 April 
2025. 
 

 
A lack of knowledge and understanding of dementia may lead to people living with 
dementia experiencing stigma and discrimination in the community.  
 
City of Ryde is home to Dementia Australia, whose offices are based at Macquarie 
Hospital on Coxs Road, North Ryde. 
  
Dementia Australia runs a Dementia Friendly Communities program, aimed at large 
organisations. They have helped Hornsby Shire Council and Northern Beaches 
Council gain recognition as Dementia Friendly Councils.  
 
Staff at Dementia Australia North Ryde are available to deliver free Dementia 
Friendly Community workshops for Council staff as well as the Ryde business 
community and have indicated their willingness to facilitate these workshops and 
deliver a dementia friendly Council toolkit.  
 
Councils that look at dementia strategically and positively are not only able to 
mitigate pressure on their services, stimulate new or better service systems and 
embed universal design principles into longer term planning but also to facilitate other 
innovative ways for people living with dementia to contribute to their community and 
in turn feel more valued and included. 
 
There is no cost for the workshops, toolkit, or recognition as a dementia friendly 
Council. 
 
MOTION: 
 
That City of Ryde liaise with Dementia Friendly Australia staff to prepare a report for 
Council exploring:- 
 
(a) Delivery of Dementia friendly workshops to staff as suggested in the toolkit and 

attaining recognition as a dementia friendly Council. 
 
(b) Facilitating Dementia Friendly workshops for local business and community 

organisations. 
 
(c) Details on Hornsby Council’s experience working toward being dementia 

friendly. 
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CONFIDENTIAL COUNCIL REPORTS 

12 OUTCOME OF RECORDS STORAGE CONTRACT (COR-RFT-01-24) 

Confidential 
This item is classified CONFIDENTIAL under Section 10A(2) of the Local 
Government Act, 1993, which permits the meeting to be closed to the public for 
business relating to the following: (d) (i) commercial information of a confidential 
nature that would, if disclosed prejudice the commercial position of the person who 
supplied it. 
 
Report prepared by: Information and Records Manager 
File Number: COR2025/188 - BP25/282  
Page Number: 238 
 
 
13 REQUEST FOR TENDER - REQUEST FOR TENDER - SSROC T2023-03 

CLEANING AND MAINTENANCE SERVICE OF GROSS POLLUTANT 
TRAPS  

Report prepared by: Manager - Operations 
Report approved by: Executive Manager - City Infrastructure 
   
Confidential 
This item is classified CONFIDENTIAL under Section 10A(2) of the Local 
Government Act, 1993, which permits the meeting to be closed to the public for 
business relating to the following: (d) (ii) information that would, if disclosed, confer a 
commercial advantage on a competitor of the council. 
 
File Number: GRP/25/8 - BP25/22 
Page Number: 281 
 
 
14 ICT PROCUREMENT - EXCEPTING PROCUREMENT FROM THE 

REQUIREMENTS FOR TENDERING IN THE LOCAL GOVERNMENT ACT 
1993 

Confidential 
This item is classified CONFIDENTIAL under Section 10A(2) of the Local 
Government Act, 1993, which permits the meeting to be closed to the public for 
business relating to the following: (d) (ii) information that would, if disclosed, confer a 
commercial advantage on a competitor of the council. 
  
Report prepared by: Chief Information Officer; Senior Coordinator - IT Applications 
File Number: GRP/25/8 - BP25/280 
Page Number: 399 
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