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Honourable Don Page, MP following meeting on 24 August 2011 

 

 

Hon. Don Page MP 
Minister for Local Government 
Governor Macquarie Tower
Level 33,1 Farrer Place 
SYDNEY NSW 2000 
 
Dear Minister, 
 
Thank you for taking the time to meet with myself and the General Manager, on Wednesday 24th 
August 2011.  As stated at the meeting, I believe it is an exciting time for local government following 
the successful advent of Destination 2036. 
 
I also appreciate your support in seeking a state-wide contract for the provision of a cloud network on 
which we can create a local government presence across the state.  My General Manager, Mr John 
Neish, has already had preliminary discussions with Mr Ross Woodward to that end, and I hope that 
we can progress that matter shortly since it is very much Council’s wish to develop this project within 
this financial year.  I believe this project will place local government at the forefront of community 
engagement, as well as provide support to local capacity building in the volunteering sector. 
 
With regards to the creation of a local government-owned corporation, or a property trust, I understand 
that this issue is more complex.  Our Development Director, Mr Mitchell Corn, is following up as 
agreed at the meeting.  I would appreciate it if your department were able to give us an indication of 
whether the proposed changes to the Local Government Act will enable such instruments in principle, 
and if so, in what indicative time frame is this likely to take place. 
 
As you are aware, the City of Ryde is happy to be a pilot council for both of these projects; projects 
that would herald to the local government industry that the new Liberal Government is willing to 
embrace change and undertake more innovative approaches to local government financing and 
community engagement. 
 
I would appreciate some clarity as to your government’s willingness to proceed on these initiatives, so 
that the City of Ryde can commit the resources to take these projects 
forward, as required.  I look forward to hearing from you on this matter shortly. 
 
Yours sincerely 
 
The Mayor 
Councillor Artin Etmekdjian JP 
 
2nd September 2011 
D11/74836 
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