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AGENDA NO. 21/12 
 
 
 
Meeting Date: Tuesday 13 November 2012 
Location: Council Chambers, Level 6, Civic Centre, 1 Devlin Street, Ryde 
Time:  7.30pm 
 
 
Note: This meeting will be recorded on audio tape for minute-taking purposes 

as authorised by the Local Government Act 1993. 
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Agenda of the Council Meeting No. 21/12, dated Tuesday 13 November 2012. 
 

LATE ITEMS 

14 CITIZEN ENGAGEMENT ADVISORY COMMITTEE - TERMS OF 
REFERENCE  

Report prepared by: Manager - Communications and Media 
       File No.: CLR/07/8/22 - BP12/1343  
 

 
REPORT SUMMARY 
 
This report has been prepared as a result of the outcome of a Council Resolution 
determined at an Extraordinary Council Meeting on 16 October 2012 to develop the 
Terms of Reference for a Citizen Engagement Advisory Committee. 
 
The purpose of the committee is to provide advice, feedback and recommendations 
on appropriate community engagement framework/s to shape the City of Ryde draft 
Community Engagement Plan and to facilitate increased participation and 
engagement with the entire Ryde municipality’s citizens and across all outcomes in 
Ryde Council’s Operational Plan. 
 
 
RECOMMENDATION: 
 
(a)    That Council adopt the methodology for selecting the Citizen Engagement 

Advisory Committee as outlined in the Council Report. 
 
(b) That Council adopt the Draft Terms of Reference for the Citizen Engagement 

Advisory Committee. 
 
(c) That Council agrees to work collaboratively with the New Democracy 

Foundation to help shape our emerging City of Ryde Community Engagement 
framework. 

 
 
ATTACHMENTS 
1  Citizen Engagement Advisory Committee - Terms of Reference  
 
Report Prepared By: 
 
Angela Jones-Blayney 
Manager - Communications and Media  
 
Report Approved By: 
 
John Neish 
General Manager  
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Agenda of the Council Meeting No. 21/12, dated Tuesday 13 November 2012. 
 

 
Discussion 
 
At its meeting of 16 October 2012, Council resolved that the General Manager 
together with Councillor Pendleton develop the Terms of Reference for the formation 
of a new Citizen Engagement Committee for adoption by Council.  The Citizen 
Engagement Advisory Committee Terms of Reference have been drafted 
ATTACHED and are now presented to Council for its approval.  These terms set out 
the roles and responsibilities of this committee which will include (but are not limited 
to): 
 
‐  providing advice, feedback and recommendations on the existing Community 

Engagement Framework 
‐  making recommendations to Council on an alternative Advisory Committee 

structure, and,   
‐  preparing a report for Council’s consideration. 
 
The terms of reference also state that the committee will be established for a fixed 
period being February – September 2013 (unless extended by resolution of Council). 
 
In accordance with Council’s resolution of 16 October 2012, the Committee (once 
formed) will be requested to review and confirm these Terms of Reference.  
 
Selection Methodology for the Citizen Advisory Committee: 
 

• The Committee will be made up of 5-10 members with a demonstrated interest 
in issues of community engagement and public participation. 

 
The following excerpt from the Terms of Reference details the process for selection 
of members to the committee:  
 
Local residents shall be appointed by resolution of Council following advertisement 
for nominations in at least one local newspaper, on Council’s website and in the 
Mayoral Column. Nominations are to be in writing and are to be circulated in full to 
the Councillors for evaluation. The Committee will not be involved in the evaluation or 
selection process of any local resident representatives. 
 
Community members of the committee are to have a demonstrated interest or 
experience in community engagement processes.  
 
In addition, in order to ensure that the makeup of the committee is representative of 
the community, the following principles for recruitment and selection should be 
observed:  
  
1. Where possible, provide a representative sample across three wards (between 2 

and 3 representatives from each). 
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Agenda of the Council Meeting No. 21/12, dated Tuesday 13 November 2012. 
 

 
2. As best as possible represent the demographic profile of the City of Ryde. 
 
3. Undertake extensive advertising in the Mayoral Column, local press, City View, 

the City of Ryde website and My Place. 
 
4. Where possible tap into members of the community with expertise in the area of 

policy, governance and consultation/engagement methodologies. 
 
The committee’s role will be to examine best practice thinking and shape our 
emerging Community Engagement framework which will require participation from 
residents familiar with this space and who understand the importance of community 
engagement and community consultation in government policy settings in order to 
gain maximum benefit from a fixed term committee. 
 
The Citizen Engagement Advisory Committee will also draw upon research in the 
marketplace such as the International Association for Public Participation Australasia 
(IAP2) and the New Democracy Foundation initiatives including a case study model 
approach to broaden thinking of the committee members. 
 
The New Democracy Foundation is a not for profit community based organization 
that worked with Canada Bay Council to establish their Citizens’ Panel and have 
expressed an interest in working with the City of Ryde in further developing our 
Community Engagement framework at no cost to Council. 
 
The New Democracy Foundation have been invited to address the Councillors on the 
work that they do and services they offer at the “Keeping in Touch with our 
Community” Councillor Induction session on Thursday 15 November 2012.  
 
The Draft Terms of Reference for the Citizen Engagement Advisory Committee 
addresses the following: 
 

• Providing options for greater engagement by all residents in civic affairs 
across the City of Ryde. 

  
• Improving the information flow between Council, ratepayers and residents. 

  
• Increasing the level of quality advice to Council staff and Councillors.  

 
• Shift the advisory committee focus from highly segmented, special interests to 

an integrated source of advice and feedback which considers the complexity 
of Council’s service delivery functions. 

 
• Improving community perception that they feel well informed, heard, valued 

and involved in the future of their city. 
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Agenda of the Council Meeting No. 21/12, dated Tuesday 13 November 2012. 
 

 
• Developing recommendations for a framework for community involvement to 

encourage broader representation across the City of Ryde and across all 
outcomes in Council’s Delivery Plan. 

  
• Addressing the Advisory Committee structural framework to include Climate 

Change and Sustainability, Bushcare and any other gaps. 
 
Financial Implications 
 
Adoption of the recommendation will have no financial impact. 
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ITEM 14 (continued) ATTACHMENT 1 
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ITEM 14 (continued) ATTACHMENT 1 
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ITEM 14 (continued) ATTACHMENT 1 
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Agenda of the Council Meeting No. 21/12, dated Tuesday 13 November 2012. 
 

CONFIDENTIAL ITEMS 

15 CAMPERDOWN BOWLING AND RECREATION CLUB - LIQUIDATION 

Confidential 
This item is classified CONFIDENTIAL under Section 10A(2) of the Local 
Government Act, 1993, which permits the meeting to be closed to the public for 
business relating to the following: (d) (i) commercial information of a confidential 
nature that would, if disclosed prejudice the commercial position of the person who 
supplied it. 
  
Report prepared by: Group Manager - Community Life 
File No.: PPM2008/185/002 - BP12/1349 
Page: 15  

 
 
 




