
 

 

 
Council Meeting 

AGENDA NO. 7/13 
 
 
 
Meeting Date: Tuesday 9 April 2013 
Location: Council Chambers, Level 6, Civic Centre, 1 Devlin Street, Ryde 
Time:  To commence at the conclusion of the reconvened Council 

Meeting of 26 March 2013 
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LATE ITEMS 

13 NATIONAL GENERAL ASSEMBLY OF LOCAL GOVERNMENT - 16 to 19 
June 2013  

Report prepared by: Councillor Support Coordinator 
       File No.: CLR/07/8/73/1 - BP13/521  
 

 
REPORT SUMMARY 
 
The 2013 National General Assembly of Local Government Conference will be held 
in Canberra between Sunday, 16 June and Wednesday, 19 June 2013.  This report is 
provided to Council for consideration of attendance by the Mayor (or his nominee), 
noting the Acting General Manager (or her nominee) will be attending the 
Conference. 
 
 
RECOMMENDATION: 
 
That Council consider the attendance of the Mayor (or his nominee) and other 
Councillor/s to attend the National General Assembly of Local Government held in 
Canberra from Sunday, 16 June and Wednesday, 19 June 2013. 
 
 
ATTACHMENTS 
1  Program for the National General Assembly of Local Government in Canberra 

from 16 to 19 June 2013 
2  Councillor Attendance at Conferences Guidelines 
 
Report Prepared By: 
 
Carol Mikaelian 
Councillor Support Coordinator  
 
Report Approved By: 
 
Roy Newsome 
Group Manager - Corporate Services  
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Discussion 
 
The National General Assembly of Local Government (NGA) is convened by the 
Australian Local Government Association (ALGA).  The NGA attracts around 850 
participants from Councils across Australia. The Assembly is the premier event in the 
local government calendar and is an opportunity for representatives from local 
government to debate policy and strategic issues of national significance and hear 
from political and academic speakers on current issues. 
 
Previously, the Mayor and the General Manager (or their nominees) attended the 
NGA. In 2012, the Mayor, Councillor Etmekdjian attended the Conference with 
Council’s then General Manager, John Neish and Terry Dodds, then Group Manager 
– Public Works. 
 
The theme for the Conference this year is “Foundations for the Future: Twenty 13”, 
with the focus on local government’s future including the financial recognition of Local 
Government in the Australian Constitution. 
 
A notice was placed in the Councillor Information Bulletin dated 14 March 2013 
inviting interested Councillors to indicate their interest to attend the Conference by 
Tuesday, 26 March 2013. The Mayor, Councillor Petch has expressed an interest to 
attend this Conference. 
 
A copy of the NGA program is ATTACHED. 
 
At the Council Meeting on 12 March 2013 Council endorsed three motions to be 
submitted for inclusion in the NGA Business Papers. 
 
Policy Implications 
 
The Policy on the Payment of Expenses and Provision of Facilities for the Mayor and 
Other Councillors sets out the entitlements for Councillors attending such 
Conferences. 
 
ATTACHED are the Guidelines for Councillor Attendance at Conferences.  The 
Guidelines provide that in addition to the Local Government Association Conference 
and the Australian Local Government Conference, every Councillor is entitled to 
attend a conference in NSW, Canberra, metropolitan Brisbane or metropolitan 
Melbourne. The Guideline provides that a Councillor can attend more than one 
conference per year but this determination will be dependent on budgetary 
constraints and with an emphasis on ensuring that all Councillors have equal access 
to attend conferences. 
 
Financial Implications 
 
The early-bird registration cost for the Conference is $899 .The early-bird registration 
date closes on 22 April 2013, after which the cost is increased to $999 if received by 
31 May 2013 and $1,200 if received after 31 May 2013. 
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Three night’s accommodation and travel expenses will be approximately $1,150 per 
attendee.   
 
Registration to attend the Buffet Dinner on 17 June 2013 and the General Assembly 
Dinner on 18 June 2013 will be $230.00 per person. 
 
The total cost for attending this conference is approximately $2,279 per attendee. 
 
There is an allocation of $30,000 in the 2012-2013 budget for Councillor attendance 
at conferences. The following table outlines an estimation of the balance remaining. 
 
Date of 
Resolution Item Average cost 

per attendee Councillors Balance 

Budget for 2012/2013 $30,000 
25/09/2012 Local 

Government 
Association - 
Dubbo 

$1766.00 

The Mayor, Councillor Petch 
and Councillors Chung, 
Etmekdjian, Laxale, Pickering 
andYedelian OAM 

$19,404 

25/09/2012 Bike Futures 
Conference - 
Melbourne 

$1309.50 Perram and Maggio $16,785 

26/03/2013 National 
Community 
Safety and 
Security 
Conference 

$1600.00 Maggio and Yedelian OAM $13,585 

Balance $13,585 
 
The estimated balance remaining is subject to Council’s resolution on Councillor 
attendance to the Local Government Managers Australia (LGMA) National Congress 
and Business Expo, which is also listed on the Agenda.  The total estimated cost for 
a Councillor to attend the Conference is $2,325 for LGMA members and $2,625 for 
non-members. 
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Councillor Attendance at 
Conferences Guideline 

 
Related Policy 
This guideline sets out the criteria to determine the attendance of Councillors at 
Conferences  It relates to the Policy on the Payment of Expenses and Provision of 
Facilities for the Mayor and Other Councillors. 
 
 
Guidelines  
Council acknowledges the value of Councillor attendance at conferences to enable 
them to be both knowledgeable and current on issues affecting the City of Ryde.  In 
order to ensure that attendance at Conferences is equitable, transparent and 
consistent, attendance will be limited as follows: 
 
1. Local Government Association Conference – the number of voting delegates 

plus one.  Details of the delegates and attendee to be determined by 
resolution of Council. 

 
2. Australian Local Government Association Conference. 
 
3. In addition, to 1 and 2 above, every Councillor is entitled to attend one 

conference in either NSW , Canberra, metropolitan Brisbane or metropolitan 
Melbourne.  The conference must directly relate to the business of Council.  
More than one Councillor may attend the same conference if Council resolves 
that this will be beneficial for both Council and the Councillors concerned. 

 
4. Within 2 months after the conference the attending Councillor must report to 

Council on the proceedings of the conference.  That report will be included in 
the Councillors Information Bulletin. 

 
5. No Councillor can attend a Conference without the prior approval of Council.  

Reports to Council are to include details of the Conference and an estimate of 
the associated costs including registration, transport and accommodation. 

 
6. Council may resolve that a Councillor can attend more than one conference 

per year but this determination will be dependant on budgetary constraints 
and with an emphasis on ensuring that all Councillors have equal access to 
conferences. 

 
7. Each year, as part of the review of the Policy on the Payment of Expenses 

and Provision of Facilities for the Mayor and Other Councillors, Council 
officers will provide a full report of expenditure and Conference attendance by 
Councillors. 

 
Councillor Attendance at Conferences guideline 

Owner: Governance Unit Accountability: Mayoral and Councillor 
support service  

Trim Reference: D10/77193 
Policy: Payment of Expenses and Provision 

of Facilities for the Mayor and other 
Councillors 

One Page only 

 
   




