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Extraordinary Council Meeting 

MINUTES OF MEETING NO. 6/13 
 
 

 
 
Meeting Date: Wednesday 27 March 2013 
Location: Council Chambers, Level 6, Civic Centre, 1 Devlin Street, Ryde 
Time:  7.30pm 
 
The Acting General Manager, Danielle Dickson opened the meeting at 7.30pm and 
adjourned the meeting as no Councillors were present. 
 
ADJOURNMENT 
 
In accordance with Clause 4.2.4 of the Code of Meeting Practice, The Acting General 
Manager, Danielle Dickson adjourned the Extraordinary Council Meeting as a 
quorum was not present, the time being 7.33pm.  The Extraordinary Council Meeting 
was adjourned to: 
 
Wednesday, 3 April 2013 at 7.30pm in the Council Chambers, Level 6 of the Civic 
Centre, 1 Devlin Street, Ryde. 
 
Apologies:  Councillors Etmekdjian, Laxale and Simon. 
 
Leave of Absence:  The Mayor, Councillor Petch and Councillors Li and Perram. 
 
Absent:  Councillors Chung, Maggio, Pendleton, Pickering, Salvestro-Martin and 
Yedelian OAM. 
 
Staff Present:  Acting General Manager, Group Manager - Corporate Services, 
General Counsel and Section Manager - Governance. 
 
MEETING RECONVENED 
 
The Acting General Manager reconvened the meeting at 7.30pm on Wednesday, 3 
April 2013 in the Council Chambers, Level 6 of the Civic Centre, 1 Devlin Street, 
Ryde. 
 
The following Councillors were present: 
 
Councillors Chung, Etmekdjian, Maggio, Pendleton, Pickering and Yedelian OAM. 
 
Apologies:  Councillors Laxale, Li and Simon. 
 
Leave of Absence:  The Mayor, Councillor Petch and Councillor Perram. 
 
Absent:  Councillor Salvestro-Martin. 
 
Staff Present:  Acting General Manager, Group Manager - Corporate Services, 
General Counsel and Section Manager - Governance. 
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As no quorum was present, the Acting General Manager, Danielle Dickson adjourned 
the meeting. 
 
ADJOURNMENT 
 
In accordance with Clause 4.2.4 of the Code of Meeting Practice, The Acting General 
Manager, Danielle Dickson adjourned the Extraordinary Council Meeting as a 
quorum was not present, the time being 7.30pm.  The Extraordinary Council Meeting 
was adjourned to: 
 
Wednesday, 3 April 2013 at 7.45pm in the Council Chambers, Level 6 of the Civic 
Centre, 1 Devlin Street, Ryde. 
 
The following Councillors were present: 
 
Councillors Chung, Etmekdjian, Maggio, Pendleton, Pickering and Yedelian OAM. 
 
Apologies:  Councillors Laxale, Li and Simon. 
 
Leave of Absence:  The Mayor, Councillor Petch and Councillor Perram. 
 
Absent:  Councillor Salvestro-Martin. 
 
Staff Present:  Acting General Manager, Group Manager - Corporate Services, 
General Counsel and Section Manager - Governance. 
 
Note:  The Group Manager – Corporate Services left the meeting to contact Councillor 
Salvestro-Martin to see if he would be attending the Extraordinary Meeting.  After 
speaking with Councillor Salvestro-Martin, the Group Manager – Corporate Services 
returned to the meeting and advised that Councillor Salvestro-Martin would not be 
attending the meeting. 
 
MEETING RECONVENED 
 
The Acting General Manager reconvened the meeting at 7.38pm on Wednesday, 3 
April 2013 in the Council Chambers, Level 6 of the Civic Centre, 1 Devlin Street, 
Ryde. 
 
The following Councillors were present: 
 
Councillors Chung, Etmekdjian, Maggio, Pendleton, Pickering and Yedelian OAM. 
 
Apologies:  Councillors Laxale, Li and Simon. 
 
Leave of Absence:  The Mayor, Councillor Petch and Councillor Perram. 
 
Absent:  Councillor Salvestro-Martin. 
 
Staff Present:  Acting General Manager, Group Manager - Corporate Services, 
General Counsel and Section Manager - Governance. 
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As no quorum was present, the Acting General Manager, Danielle Dickson adjourned 
the meeting. 
 
ADJOURNMENT 
 
In accordance with Clause 4.2.4 of the Code of Meeting Practice, The Acting General 
Manager, Danielle Dickson adjourned the Extraordinary Council Meeting as a 
quorum was not present, the time being 7.38pm.  The Extraordinary Council Meeting 
was adjourned to: 
 
Tuesday, 9 April 2013 in the Council Chambers, Level 6 of the Civic Centre, 1 Devlin 
Street, Ryde to commence following the conclusion of the Reconvened Council 
Meeting of 26 March 2013 and the Ordinary Council Meeting of 9 April 2013. 
 
The following Councillors were present: 
 
Councillors Chung, Etmekdjian, Maggio, Pendleton, Pickering and Yedelian OAM. 
 
Apologies:  Councillors Laxale, Li and Simon. 
 
Leave of Absence:  The Mayor, Councillor Petch and Councillor Perram. 
 
Absent:  Councillor Salvestro-Martin. 
 
MEETING RECONVENED 
 
The meeting reconvened at 10.26 pm on Tuesday, 9 April 2013 in the Council 
Chambers, Level 6 of the Civic Centre, 1 Devlin Street, Ryde. 
 
The following Councillors were present: 
 
The Mayor, Councillor Petch and Councillors Chung, Etmekdjian, Laxale, Li, Maggio, 
Pendleton, Perram, Pickering, Salvestro-Martin, Simon and Yedelian OAM. 
 
Apologies:  Nil. 
 
Staff Present:  Acting General Manager, Acting Group Manager – Community Life, 
Group Manager - Corporate Services, Group Manager – Environment and Planning, 
Acting Group Manager – Public Works, General Counsel, Manager – Communications 
and Media, Section Manager – Governance and Councillor Support Coordinator. 
 
 
DISCLOSURES OF INTEREST 
 
The Mayor, Councillor Petch disclosed a Pecuniary Interest in Confidential Item 1 - 
Supreme Court Proceedings - Legal Advice for the reason that he is a defendant in a 
court case actions.  
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Councillor Laxale disclosed a Significant Non-Pecuniary Interest in Confidential  
Item 1 - Supreme Court Proceedings - Legal Advice for the reason that he has a 
relationship with former Councillor Butterworth. 
 
Councillor Simon disclosed a Significant Non-Pecuniary Interest in Confidential  
Item 1 - Supreme Court Proceedings - Legal Advice for the reason that he is friends 
with people subject to the proceedings.  
 
Councillor Perram disclosed a Pecuniary Interest in Confidential Item 1 - Supreme 
Court Proceedings - Legal Advice for the reason that he is a defendant in Supreme 
Court Proceedings for which costs have yet to be determined.  
 
Councillor Salvestro-Martin disclosed a Significant Non-Pecuniary Interest in 
Confidential Item 1 - Supreme Court Proceedings - Legal Advice for the reason that 
he is a listed person.  
 
Councillor Li disclosed a Pecuniary Interest in Confidential Item 1 - Supreme Court 
Proceedings - Legal Advice for the reason that he is a defendant in these 
proceedings 
 
 
PUBLIC PARTICIPATION ON ITEMS LISTED ON THE AGENDA  
 
Note:  Alan Patrick was called to address Council, however was not present in the 
Chamber. 
 
 
PUBLIC PARTICIPATION ON ITEMS NOT LISTED ON THE AGENDA 
 
No addresses were made to Council. 
 
 
LEAVE OF ABSENCE 
 
Councillor Yedelian OAM requested a Leave of Absence for Tuesday, 23 April 2013. 
 
 
RESOLUTION:  (Moved by Councillors Yedelian OAM and Etmekdjian) 
 
That Councillor Yedelian OAM’s Leave of Absence for Tuesday, 23 April 2013 be 
approved. 
 
Record of Voting: 
 
For the Motion: The Mayor, Councillor Petch and Councillors Chung, Etmekdjian, 
Laxale, Li, Pendleton, Perram, Pickering, Salvestro-Martin, Simon and Yedelian OAM 
 
Against the Motion: Councillor Maggio 
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NOTICES OF MOTION 
 
1 DEFERRED NOTICE OF MOTION:  LEGAL COSTS FOR THE SUPREME 

COURT INJUNCTION - Councillor Bill Pickering  
 Note:  This Notice of Motion was formally WITHDRAWN by Councillor Pickering. 
  
  
1 SUPREME COURT PROCEEDINGS – LEGAL ADVICE 
 
Note:  The General Counsel had provided written advice to Councillors on Tuesday  
2 April 2013 in respect of this matter and the ability of all Councillors to participate in 
considering and voting on this matter, to delegate this matter to the Acting General 
Manager. The Division of Local Government also provided advice on this matter, 
dated 28 March 2013. Copies of both advices are attached to the Minutes.  
 
Note:  The General Counsel at the meeting, verbally confirmed his advice to 
Councillors that all Councillors could participate in the discussion and voting on the 
matter on the basis that Council delegates this matter to the Acting General Manager. 
 
Note:  The Mayor, Councillor Petch disclosed a Pecuniary Interest in this Item for the 
reason that he is a defendant in a court case actions.  
 
Note:  Councillor Laxale disclosed a Significant Non-Pecuniary Interest in this Item 
for the reason that he has a relationship with former Councillor Butterworth. 
 
Note: Councillor Simon disclosed a Significant Non-Pecuniary Interest in this Item for 
the reason that he is friends with people subject to the proceedings.  
 
Note: Councillor Perram disclosed a Pecuniary Interest in this Item for the reason that 
he is a defendant in Supreme Court Proceedings for which costs have yet to be 
determined.  
 
Note: Councillor Salvestro-Martin disclosed a Significant Non-Pecuniary Interest in 
this Item for the reason that he is a listed person.  
 
Note: Councillor Li disclosed a Pecuniary Interest in this Item for the reason that he is 
a defendant in these proceedings. 
 
RESOLUTION:  (Moved by Councillors Simon and Pickering) 
 
(a) That Council delegate the Supreme Court Proceedings matter to Council’s 

Acting General Manager, Danielle Dickson. 
 
(b) That the Acting General Manager provide updates at appropriate milestones of 

the process that only cover progress of the matter. 
 
Record of Voting: 
 
For the Motion:  Unanimous 
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NATIONAL ANTHEM 
 
The National Anthem was sung at the conclusion of the meeting. 
 
 
 
 

The meeting closed at 10.32pm on 9 April 2013. 
 
 
 

CONFIRMED THIS 23RD DAY OF APRIL 2013 
 
 
 
 

Chairperson 
 

 
 
Note:  In Council’s consideration of the Supreme Court Proceedings Matter, the 
advice to Councillors from Council’s General Counsel, Bruce McCann and the 
Division of Local Government, is attached to these Minutes. 
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From: Carol Mikaelian On Behalf Of Desk Help (Councillors Helpdesk) 
Sent: Tuesday, 2 April 2013 4:01 PM 
To: DL Councillors 
Cc: Roy Newsome 
Subject: Supreme Court proceedings and Payment of Expenses and Provision of 
Facilities for the Mayor and Other Councillors Policy 
Importance: High 
 
 
Dear Councillors 
  
On 26 March 2013 I provided Council's Group Manager-Corporate Services, Roy Newsome 
with written  advice on how Council could overcome a potential loss of quorum at meetings 
where a number of Councillors might declare either a pecuniary or significant non-
pecuniary interest with respect to the costs issue in the Supreme Court Proceedings. A copy 
of that advice is attached for the information of Councillors. 
  
Advice was also sought from the Division of Local Government about the operation of the 
new Model Code of Conduct where Council faced a possible loss of quorum as a result of 
compliance with the requirements for the management of significant non- pecuniary 
conflicts of interest.  
  
The Division's response also deals with the ability of "conflicted" Councillors to participate in 
a decision to approve a policy on the  Payment of Expenses and Provision of Facilities for the 
Mayor and Other Councillors. A copy of the Division's letter dated 28 March 2013 is attached 
for the information of Councillors. 
  
Sincerely 
  
Bruce McCann | General Counsel | Public Officer 
P: (02) 9952 8080 | F: (02) 9952 8088 
E: bmccann@ryde.nsw.gov.au | www.ryde.nsw.gov.au 
 
Sent via, 
 
COUNCILLORS' HELP DESK 
P: 9952 8200 | E: helpdesk@ryde.nsw.gov.au | www.ryde.nsw.gov.au 

 
This Email is privileged and confidential. If you are not the intended recipient please delete the message and notify the sender. 
The use, copying or distribution of this message or any information it contains, by anyone other than the intended recipient is 
prohibited. Unless stated otherwise, this email represents only the views of the sender and not the views of the City of Ryde. 
Please note: information provided to Council in correspondence may be made publicly available, in accordance with the 
Government Information Public Access Act (GIPA Act) 2009. 
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