
 

 

 

Council Meeting 
AGENDA NO. 10/15 

 
 
 
Meeting Date: Tuesday 9 June 2015 
Location: Council Chambers, Level 6, Civic Centre, 1 Devlin Street, Ryde 
Time:  7.30pm 
 
 

Council Meetings will be recorded on audio tape for minute-taking purposes as 
authorised by the Local Government Act 1993. Council Meetings will also be webcast. 

 
 

NOTICE OF BUSINESS 
 

Item Page 
 
1 CONFIRMATION OF MINUTES - Council Meeting held on 26 May 2015 ....... 1 
2 REPORT OF THE PLANNING AND ENVIRONMENT COMMITTEE 

MEETING 8/15 held on 2 June 2015.............................................................. 20 
3 REPORT OF THE WORKS AND COMMUNITY COMMITTEE 

MEETING 8/15 held on 2 June 2015.............................................................. 21 
4 FIT FOR THE FUTURE - CITY OF RYDE'S RESPONSE.............................. 22 

5 COMMUNITY GRANTS PROGRAM - ALLOCATION OF FUNDING 
2015-16 .......................................................................................................... 23 

6 SUBMISSION ON INDEPENDENT REVIEW OF THE BUILDING 
PROFESSIONALS ACT 2005 ........................................................................ 75 

NOTICES OF MOTION 

1 AMENDMENTS TO COUNCIL'S CODE OF MEETING PRACTICE -
Councillor Craig Chung .................................................................................. 92 

 



 
 
 
 Council Reports  Page 1 

 

Agenda of the Council Meeting No. 10/15, dated Tuesday 9 June 2015. 
 

1 CONFIRMATION OF MINUTES - Council Meeting held on 26 May 2015  

Report prepared by: Section Manager - Governance 
       File No.: CLM/15/1/4/2 - BP15/678  
 

 
REPORT SUMMARY 
 
In accordance with Council’s Code of Meeting Practice, a motion or discussion with 
respect to such minutes shall not be in order except with regard to their accuracy as 
a true record of the proceedings. 
 
 

RECOMMENDATION: 
 
That the Minutes of the Council Meeting 9/15, held on 26 May 2015 be confirmed. 
 
 

ATTACHMENTS 
1  MINUTES - Ordinary Council Meeting - 26 May 2015  
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ITEM 1 (continued) ATTACHMENT 1 

Agenda of the Council Meeting No. 10/15, dated Tuesday 9 June 2015. 
 

   

Council Meeting 
MINUTES OF MEETING NO. 9/15 

 
 

Meeting Date: Tuesday 26 May 2015 
Location: Council Chambers, Level 6, Civic Centre, 1 Devlin Street, Ryde 
Time:  7.36pm 
 
 
Councillors Present:  The Mayor, Councillor Pickering and Councillors Chung, 
Etmekdjian, Laxale, Li, Maggio, Pendleton, Salvestro-Martin, Simon, Stott and 
Yedelian OAM. 
 
Note:  Councillor Salvestro-Martin arrived at the meeting at 8.06pm and was not 

present for the consideration and voting on Item 4. 
 
Note:  Councillor Yedelian OAM left the meeting at 10.00pm and did not return. He 

was not present for the consideration and voting on Items 9 and 10. 
 
Apologies:  Nil. 
 
Leave of Absence:  Councillor Perram. 
 
Staff Present:  General Manager, Acting Group Manager – Community Life, Group 
Manager – Corporate Services, Group Manager – Environment and Planning, Group 
Manager – Public Works, General Counsel, Chief Financial Officer, Manager – 
Communications and Media, Manager – Community Capacity and Events, Coordinator 
Digital Communications, Section Manager – Program Delivery, Project Manager, 
Section Manager – Governance and Governance, Risk and Audit Coordinator. 
 
 
PRAYER 
 

Reverend Bruce Stanley of the Eastwood Anglican Church was present and offered 
prayer prior to the commencement of the meeting. 

 
 
DISCLOSURES OF INTEREST 
 
There were no disclosures of interest. 
 
 
TABLING OF PETITIONS 

 
There were no Petitions tabled. 
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ITEM 1 (continued) ATTACHMENT 1 

Agenda of the Council Meeting No. 10/15, dated Tuesday 9 June 2015. 
 

 
LEAVE OF ABSENCE 
 
Note: Councillor Salvestro-Martin was not present for the consideration and voting on 

this Item. 
 
Councillor Yedelian OAM requested a Leave of Absence for 9 June 2015. 
 
RESOLUTION:  (Moved by Councillors Laxale and Maggio) 

 
That Councillor Yedelian’s Leave of Absence for 9 June 2015 be approved. 
 
Record of Voting: 
 
For the Motion:  Unanimous 
 
REQUEST FOR PERMISSION TO FILM ADDRESS TO COUNCIL  

 
Note: Councillor Salvestro-Martin was not present for the consideration and voting on 

this Item. 
 
RESOLUTION:  (Moved by Councillors Simon and Laxale) 
 
That Council grant permission for Ms Holly Fraser’s address to Council to be filmed 
by Council staff. 
 
Record of Voting: 

 
For the Motion: Unanimous 
 
PUBLIC PARTICIPATION ON ITEMS LISTED ON THE AGENDA  

 
The following persons addressed the Council:- 
 

Name Topic 

Jeremy Quek Item 4 – Submissions – Draft Development Control 

Plan Part 8.2 Stormwater and Floodplain Management 

Yusrin Mulia Notice of Motion 1 – Noisy Exhaust Fan at 62-80 

Rowe Street, Eastwood 

Jang Park Notice of Motion 1 – Noisy Exhaust Fan at 62-80 

Rowe Street, Eastwood 

Eric Chan Notice of Motion 1 – Noisy Exhaust Fan at 62-80 

Rowe Street, Eastwood 

Karen Stiles 
(representing the Owners 
Corporation Network of 
Australia) 

Notice of Motion 2 – NSW State Government 

Changes Relating to Owners of Strata Units 

Holly Fraser Notice of Motion 3 – The Holly Fraser Fundraising 
Campaign 
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ITEM 1 (continued) ATTACHMENT 1 

Agenda of the Council Meeting No. 10/15, dated Tuesday 9 June 2015. 
 

 
PUBLIC PARTICIPATION ON ITEMS LISTED ON THE AGENDA  
 

Note: Councillor Salvestro-Martin was not present for the consideration and voting on 
this Item. 

 
RESOLUTION: (Moved by Councillors Maggio and Etmekdjian) 

 
That the speakers who submitted a Request to Address Council on Item 3(2) – 
Options to Conduct a Wine and Music Festival from the report of the Works and 
Community Committee Meeting 7/15 held on 19 May 2015, be allowed to address the 
meeting, the time being 7.56pm. 
 
Record of Voting: 
 
For the Motion: Unanimous 
 
 
PUBLIC PARTICIPATION ON ITEMS LISTED ON THE AGENDA  

 
The following persons then addressed the Council:- 
 

Name Topic 

Paul Wynn (representing the 
Rotary Club of Gladesville) 

Item 3(2) – Options to Conduct a Wine and Music 

Festival 

Victor Berger (representing the 
Gladesville Rotary Club) 

Item 3(2) – Options to Conduct a Wine and Music 

Festival 

 
 
PUBLIC PARTICIPATION ON ITEMS NOT LISTED ON THE AGENDA  

 
No addresses were made to Council. 
 
 
ORDER OF BUSINESS 
 
Note: Councillor Salvestro-Martin was not present for the consideration and voting on 

this Item. 
 
RESOLUTION: (Moved by Councillors Simon and Li) 

 
That Council now consider the following Items, the time being 8.04pm: 
 
- Item 4 – Submissions – Draft Development Control Plan Part 8.2 Stormwater and 

Floodplain Management 
- Notice of Motion 1 – Noisy Exhaust Fan at 62-80 Rowe Street, Eastwood 
- Notice of Motion 2 – NSW State Government Changes Relating to Owners of 

Strata Units 
- Notice of Motion 3 – The Holly Fraser Fundraising Campaign 
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ITEM 1 (continued) ATTACHMENT 1 

Agenda of the Council Meeting No. 10/15, dated Tuesday 9 June 2015. 
 

 
- Item 3(2) – Options to Conduct a Wine and Music Festival (from the report of the 

Works and Community Committee Meeting 7/15 held on 19 May 2015) 
 
Record of Voting: 

 
For the Motion: Unanimous 
 
COUNCIL REPORTS 

 
4 SUBMISSIONS - DRAFT DEVELOPMENT CONTROL PLAN PART 8.2 

STORMWATER AND FLOODPLAIN MANAGEMENT 

 Note: Councillor Salvestro-Martin was not present for consideration and voting 
on this Item. 

 
Note: Jeremy Quek addressed the meeting in relation to this Item. 
 
RESOLUTION: (Moved by Councillors Maggio and Chung) 
 
That Council adopt DCP Part 8.2 Stormwater and Floodplain Management and 
associated Stormwater and Floodplain Management Technical Manual and 
Water Sensitive Urban Design Guidelines as amended and that a public notice 
of Council’s decisions be placed in a local newspaper so the Plan may come 
into effect.  
 
Record of Voting: 
 
For the Motion: Unanimous 

  
 
NOTICES OF MOTION 

 
1 NOISY EXHAUST FAN AT 62-80 ROWE STREET, EASTWOOD - Councillor 

Justin Li  

 Note: Councillor Salvestro-Martin arrived at the meeting at 8.06pm during 
discussion on this Item. 

 
Note: Yusrin Mulia, Jang Park and Eric Chan addressed the meeting in relation 

to this Item. 
 
RESOLUTION: (Moved by Councillors Li and Chung) 

 
That Council continues to work with residents living at 62-80 Rowe Street 
Eastwood to monitor noise levels and take all further enforcement action until 
there is compliance with Council’s noise standards. 
 
Record of Voting: 

 
For the Motion: Unanimous 
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ITEM 1 (continued) ATTACHMENT 1 

Agenda of the Council Meeting No. 10/15, dated Tuesday 9 June 2015. 
 

 
2 NSW STATE GOVERNMENT CHANGES RELATING TO OWNERS OF 

STRATA UNITS - Councillor George Simon  

 Note: Karen Stiles (representing the Owners Corporation Network of Australia) 
addressed the meeting in relation to this Item. 

 
MOTION: (Moved by Councillors Simon and Maggio) 

 
(a) That Council notes the recent changes by the NSW State Government to 

the rules relating to owners of strata units including a reduction of the 
statutory warranty period for some classes of defect.  Council notes these 
changes are likely to affect unit and town house owners in Ryde, 
particularly with the expected increase in construction of these types of 
dwellings. 

 
(b) That Council requests the General Manager to facilitate joint briefing 

sessions by the Owners Corporation Network and Ryde Council for 
interested residents of the City of Ryde outlining the changes under the 
new laws. 

 
(c) That Council holds 3 separate briefing sessions, with a briefing session 

occurring in each Council Ward. 
 
 
AMENDMENT: (Moved by Councillors Chung and Yedelian OAM) 

 
(a) That Council notes the recent changes by the NSW State Government to 

the Home Building Act which extends warranty periods for defects such as 
waterproofing and fire safety which were previously regarded as minor 
defects. Council notes these changes are likely to benefit a wide range of 
newly constructed premises in Ryde including strata plans, townhouses, 
villas and houses. 

 
(b) That Council requests the General Manager facilitate briefing sessions for 

interested Councillors and residents of the City of Ryde by Fair Trading 
Officers and the Owners Corporation Network to ensure that residents and 
Councillors are made aware of the important consumer protection 
changes under the new laws. 

 
(c) That Council requests the General Manager to facilitate briefing sessions 

for interested Councillors and residents when new strata legislation is 
introduced. 

 
(d) That Council write to the relevant Minister thanking the Minister for 

improving consumer protection under the changes to the Home Building 
Act and to remind the Minister that Ryde has a significant interest in the 
changes to the strata legislation and would welcome an opportunity to 
have input to the proposed changes. 
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ITEM 1 (continued) ATTACHMENT 1 

Agenda of the Council Meeting No. 10/15, dated Tuesday 9 June 2015. 
 

 
On being put to the Meeting, the voting on the Amendment was six (6) For and 
five (5) Against.  The Amendment was CARRIED and became the Motion. 

 
Record of Voting: 

 
For the Amendment: Councillors Chung, Etmekdjian, Li, Maggio, Stott and 
Yedelian OAM 
 
Against the Amendment: The Mayor, Councillor Pickering and Councillors 
Laxale, Pendleton, Salvestro-Martin and Simon 
 
 
MOTION OF RECOMMITTAL 
 
RESOLUTION: (Moved by Simon and Salvestro-Martin) 
 

That Council recommit this matter.  
 
Record of Voting: 
 
For the Motion: The Mayor, Councillor Pickering and Councillors Laxale, Li, 
Maggio, Pendleton, Salvestro-Martin, Simon and Yedelian OAM 
 
Against the Motion: Councillors Chung, Etmekdjian and Stott 
 
 
Note: As a result of the voting, this matter is now AT LARGE. 
 
 
RESOLUTION: (Moved by Councillors Simon and Maggio) 

 
(a) That Council requests the General Manager facilitate briefing sessions for 

interested Councillors and residents of the City of Ryde by Fair Trading 
Officers and the Owners Corporation Network to ensure that residents and 
Councillors are made aware of the important consumer protection 
changes under the new laws. 

 
(b) That Council requests the General Manager to facilitate briefing sessions 

for interested Councillors and residents when new strata legislation is 
introduced. 

 
(c) That Council write to the relevant Minister to advise the Minister that Ryde 

has a significant interest in the changes to the strata legislation and would 
welcome an opportunity to have input to the proposed changes. 

 
Record of Voting: 

 
For the Motion: Unanimous 
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ITEM 1 (continued) ATTACHMENT 1 

Agenda of the Council Meeting No. 10/15, dated Tuesday 9 June 2015. 
 

 
3 THE HOLLY FRASER FUNDRAISING CAMPAIGN - Councillor George 

Simon  

 Note: Holly Fraser addressed the meeting in relation to this Item. 
 
RESOLUTION: (Moved by Councillors Simon and Maggio) 
 
(a) That Council congratulate Ryde resident Holly Fraser on her recent 

participation in the “Living Below the Line” challenge to raise awareness 
about global poverty and to raise money for the Oaktree Foundation. 

 
(b) That Council provide the $500 donation to the Oaktree Foundation on 

behalf of Holly Fraser. 
 

(c) That Council staff and Councillors are sent a Memo with the details on 
how to generously donate to the Oaktree Foundation. 

 
(d) That the General Manager review Council’s Sponsorship and Donations 

Policy to ensure that the provision of donations to individuals and 
organisations is approached in a consistent manner and enhances 
Council’s corporate reputation. 

 
Record of Voting: 

 
For the Motion: Unanimous 

  
 

3 REPORT OF THE WORKS AND COMMUNITY COMMITTEE MEETING 7/15 
held on 19 May 2015 

 2 OPTIONS TO CONDUCT A WINE AND MUSIC FESTIVAL  

Note: Paul Wynn (representing the Rotary Club of Gladesville) and Victor 
Berger (representing the Gladesville Rotary Club) addressed the 
meeting in relation to this Item. 

 
MOTION:  (Moved by Councillors Maggio and Stott) 

 
(a) That Council supports an East Ward Events Committee to consider and 

establish a community events program for East Ward, to ensure the 
successful facilitation and coordination of new events (such as the 
Wine/Music Festival and the Ryde Roller Coaster Run) with existing 
events currently held in that Ward. 

 
(b) That the General Manager work with East Ward Councillors, Gladesville 

Rotary and other interested stakeholders to progress a suitable outcome 
for a Wine and Food Festival in the Gladesville / Putney area. 
 
 
 



  
 

Council Reports  Page 9 

 
ITEM 1 (continued) ATTACHMENT 1 

Agenda of the Council Meeting No. 10/15, dated Tuesday 9 June 2015. 
 

 
(c) That the General Manager undertake a comprehensive review of the 

City’s existing events program and processes and prepare a report to 
Council detailing: 

i. existing community, cultural and sporting events, community 
celebrations, markets, awards programs and commemorations 
throughout the year; 

ii. major events and community festivals; 

iii. current event processes and customer satisfaction including the 
provision of logistical, approval and planning support, financial 
assistance and event attraction; 

iv. a risk analysis, including the benefits and dis-benefits to the City of 
Ryde (reputational, economic or otherwise); and 

v. an analysis of the existing annual budget for City events and 
recommendations for any future City events program. 

 
 
AMENDMENT (Moved by Councillors Pendleton and Laxale) 
 
(a) That Council provides necessary support to the Gladesville Rotary Club 

in planning for a Wine and Music Festival in September 2015.  
 
(b) That Council supports an East Ward Events Committee to consider and 

establish a community events program for East Ward, to ensure the 
successful facilitation and coordination of new events (such as the 
Wine/Music Festival and the Ryde Roller Coaster Run) with existing 
events currently held in that Ward. 

 
(c) That the General Manager undertake a comprehensive review of the 

City’s existing events program and processes and prepare a report to 
Council detailing: 

i. existing community, cultural and sporting events, community 
celebrations, markets, awards programs and 
commemorations throughout the year; 

ii. major events and community festivals; 

iii. current event processes and customer satisfaction including 
the provision of logistical, approval and planning support, 
financial assistance and event attraction; 

iv. a risk analysis, including the benefits and dis-benefits to the 
City of Ryde (reputational, economic or otherwise); and 

v. an analysis of the existing annual budget for City events and 
recommendations for any future City events program. 
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ITEM 1 (continued) ATTACHMENT 1 

Agenda of the Council Meeting No. 10/15, dated Tuesday 9 June 2015. 
 

 
On being put to the Meeting, the voting on the Amendment was five (5) For 
and six (6) Against.  The Amendment was LOST.  The Motion was then put 
and CARRIED. 
 
Record of Voting: 
 
For the Amendment: Councillors Chung, Li, Laxale, Simon and Pendleton 
 
Against the Amendment: The Mayor, Councillor Pickering and Councillors 
Etmekdjian, Maggio, Salvestro-Martin, Stott and Yedelian OAM 
 
 
RESOLUTION:  (Moved by Councillors Maggio and Stott) 
 
(a) That Council supports an East Ward Events Committee to consider and 

establish a community events program for East Ward, to ensure the 
successful facilitation and coordination of new events (such as the 
Wine/Music Festival and the Ryde Roller Coaster Run) with existing 
events currently held in that Ward. 

 
(b) That the General Manager work with East Ward Councillors, Gladesville 

Rotary and other interested stakeholders to progress a suitable outcome 
for a Wine and Food Festival in the Gladesville / Putney area. 
 

(c) That the General Manager undertake a comprehensive review of the 
City’s existing events program and processes and prepare a report to 
Council detailing: 

i.  existing community, cultural and sporting events, community 
celebrations, markets, awards programs and 
commemorations throughout the year; 

ii.  major events and community festivals; 

iii. current event processes and customer satisfaction including 
the provision of logistical, approval and planning support, 
financial assistance and event attraction; 

iv. a risk analysis, including the benefits and dis-benefits to the 
City of Ryde (reputational, economic or otherwise); and 

v.  an analysis of the existing annual budget for City events and 
recommendations for any future City events program. 

 
Record of Voting: 

 
For the Motion: The Mayor, Councillor Pickering and Councillors Chung, 
Etmekdjian, Maggio, Salvestro-Martin, Stott and Yedelian OAM 
 
Against the Motion: Councillors Simon, Pendleton, Li and Laxale 
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ITEM 1 (continued) ATTACHMENT 1 

Agenda of the Council Meeting No. 10/15, dated Tuesday 9 June 2015. 
 

 
MATTER OR URGENCY 
 
Note:  Councillor Salvestro-Martin left the meeting at 9.39pm and was not present for 

consideration or voting on this Item. 
 
Councillor Laxale raised a Matter of Urgency regarding City of Ryde ground closures. 
 
They Mayor, Councillor Pickering accepted this Item as an Urgent Item. 
 
RESOLUTION: (Moved by Councillors Laxale and Simon) 

 
That Council consider a Matter of Urgency regarding City of Ryde ground closures, 
the time being 9.29pm. 
 
Record of Voting: 
 
For the Motion: Unanimous 
 
 
MATTER OF URGENCY - CITY OF RYDE GROUND CLOSURES 

 
Note:  Councillor Salvestro-Martin was not present for consideration or voting on this 

Item. 
 
RESOLUTION: (Moved by Councillors Laxale and Simon) 
 
(a) That the General Manager report back to Councillors the circumstances 

surrounding the ground closures on the weekend of 23/24 May 2015. 
 
(b) That the General Manager conduct an immediate and comprehensive review of 

our ground closures policy with a view to establishing a more transparent and 
effective decision making process on ground closures. 

 
(c) That the General Manager seeks advice and input from the Sport and 

Recreation Advisory Committee and neighbouring Councils on this matter 
during the review. 

 
(d) That a revised policy and recommendations be reported back to the next 

available Council meeting, following the next Sport and Recreation Advisory 
Committee meeting. 

 
Record of Voting: 

 
For the Motion: Unanimous 
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ITEM 1 (continued) ATTACHMENT 1 

Agenda of the Council Meeting No. 10/15, dated Tuesday 9 June 2015. 
 

 
MAYORAL MINUTES  
 
MM4/15 FINANCIAL ASSISTANCE GRANTS TO LOCAL GOVERNMENT 
 
Note: Councillor Salvestro-Martin was not present for consideration or voting on this 

Item. 
 
Note:  Councillor Laxale left the meeting at 9.41pm and was not present for 

consideration and voting on this Item. 
 
RESOLUTION: (Moved by the Mayor, Councillor Pickering and Councillor Maggio) 
 
(a) That Council acknowledges the importance of federal funding through the 

Financial Assistance Grants program for the continued delivery of Council 
services and infrastructure; 

 
(b) That Council acknowledges that the City of Ryde will receive $3.2 million in 

2014/2015; and 
 
(c) That Council ensure that this federal funding, and other funding provided by the 

Federal Government under relevant grant programs, is appropriately identified 
as Commonwealth grant funding in Council publications, including annual 
reports. 

 
Record of Voting: 
 
For the Motion: Unanimous 
 
 
Note: Councillor Salvestro-Martin returned to the meeting at 9.42pm. 
 
 
COUNCIL REPORTS 
 
1 CONFIRMATION OF MINUTES - Council Meeting held on 12 May 2015 

 Note:  Councillor Laxale was not present for consideration or voting on this 
Item. 

 
RESOLUTION: (Moved by Councillors Yedelian OAM and Stott) 
 
That the Minutes of the Council Meeting 8/15, held on 12 May 2015 be 
confirmed. 
 
Record of Voting: 

 
For the Motion: Unanimous 
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ITEM 1 (continued) ATTACHMENT 1 

Agenda of the Council Meeting No. 10/15, dated Tuesday 9 June 2015. 
 

 
Note: Councillor Laxale returned to the meeting at 9.43pm. 
 
 
2 REPORT OF THE PLANNING AND ENVIRONMENT COMMITTEE MEETING 

7/15 held on 19 May 2015 

 Note:  Councillor Simon left the meeting at 9.43pm and was not present for 
consideration or voting on this Item. 

 
RESOLUTION:  (Moved by Councillors Chung and Laxale) 
 
That Council note that Items 1 and 3 of the Planning and Environment 
Committee Meeting 7/15, held on 19 May 2015 were dealt with by the 
Committee within its delegated powers, noting that Item 2 was not considered 
by the Committee as the Applicant withdrew their application on 14 May 2015. 
 
Record of Voting: 

 
For the Motion: Unanimous 

  
 
3 REPORT OF THE WORKS AND COMMUNITY COMMITTEE MEETING 7/15 

held on 19 May 2015 

 Note:  Councillor Simon was not present for consideration or voting on this Item. 
 
RESOLUTION: (Moved by Councillors Maggio and Stott) 
 
That Council determine Items 2 and 3 of the Works and Community Committee 
report 7/15, held on 19 May 2015 noting that all other Items were dealt with by 
the Committee within its delegated powers. 
 
Record of Voting: 
 
For the Motion: Unanimous 
 
 
2 OPTIONS TO CONDUCT A WINE AND MUSIC FESTIVAL 

Note:   This Item was dealt with earlier in the meeting as detailed in these 
Minutes. 

 
 
 
3 AMENDMENTS TO DELIVERY PLAN LISTING 2014-2015 AND 

2015-2016 

Note:  Councillor Simon was not present for consideration or voting on this 
Item. 
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ITEM 1 (continued) ATTACHMENT 1 

Agenda of the Council Meeting No. 10/15, dated Tuesday 9 June 2015. 
 

 
RESOLUTION:  (Moved by Councillors Maggio and Stott) 
 
That the Draft 2015-2019 Delivery Plan Programs currently on exhibition be 
amended to:-  
 
(a) remove streets from the Road Resurfacing and Road Kerb Renewals 

Programs in the 2015/16 and 2016/17 listing, being Perkins Street 
(Cusack Street – Darvall Road), Read Street (Clanwilliam Street – 
Warrawong Street), Gardener Avenue (Quarry Road – Bidgee Road) 
and North Road (Norma Avenue – Fonti Street) that are programmed 
to be completed in 2014/15 as noted in the report. 

 
(b) included the outstanding streets from the 2014/15 Road Resurfacing 

and Road Kerb Renewals Programs in the 2015/16 listings, being 
Hermitage Road (Goodwin Street – Orchard Street), Champion Road 
(Deeble Street – Tennyson Road) and Pittwater Road (No. 214 – Rene 
Street). 

 
(c) include Khartoum Road and Waterloo Road (intersection Traffic 

Signals) in the Traffic and Transportation Program listings across 
2015/16 to 2017/18 to reflect the timing of the project. 

 
(d) include under the Catchments Program - Stormwater Improvement 

Works Renewal, the three pipelines discharging into Shepherds Bay, 
being 2015/16 Shepherds Bay Drainage Outlet Design, 2016/17 
Construction Stage 1 and 2017/18 Construction Stage 2. 

 
Record of Voting: 

 
For the Motion: Unanimous 
 

 

 
4 SUBMISSIONS - DRAFT DEVELOPMENT CONTROL PLAN PART 8.2 

STORMWATER AND FLOODPLAIN MANAGEMENT 

 
Note:  This Item was dealt with earlier in the meeting as detailed in these Minutes. 
 
 
Note:  Councillor Simon returned to the meeting at 9.45pm. 
 
 
5 MARCH QUARTERLY REVIEW REPORT - FOUR YEAR DELIVERY PLAN 

2014-2018 AND 2014/2015 OPERATIONAL PLAN 

 RESOLUTION: (Moved by Councillors Etmekdjian and Yedelian OAM) 

 
(a) That the report of the Chief Financial Officer dated 31 March 2015 on the 

March Quarterly Review Report.  Four Year Delivery Plan 2014-2018 and 
One Year Operational Plan 2014/2015, be received and endorsed. 
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ITEM 1 (continued) ATTACHMENT 1 

Agenda of the Council Meeting No. 10/15, dated Tuesday 9 June 2015. 
 

 
(b) That the proposed budget adjustments included in this report resulting in a 

net increase of $0.03 million in Council’s Working Capital, to a projected 
balance as at 30 June 2015 of $3.05 million, be endorsed and included in 
the 2014/2015 Budget. 

 
(c) That the proposed transfers to and from Reserves as detailed in the 

report, and included as budget adjustments, totalling a net increase in 
Transfers to Reserves of $0.75 million be endorsed. 

 
(d) That the Certificate of the Responsible Accounting Officer dated 8 May 

2015 be endorsed. 
 
(e) That Council endorse the Projects recommended for cancellation, deferral, 

being placed on hold or proposed to be carried over as detailed in the 
Report. 

 
Record of Voting: 
 
For the Motion: Unanimous 

  
 
6 INVESTMENT REPORT - April 2015 

 RESOLUTION: (Moved by Councillors Etmekdjian and Yedelian OAM) 
 
That Council endorse the report of the Chief Financial Officer dated 7 May 2015 
on Investment Report – April 2015. 
 
Record of Voting: 

 
For the Motion: The Mayor, Councillor Pickering and Councillors Chung, 
Etmekdjian, Laxale, Li, Maggio, Salvestro-Martin, Simon, Stott and Yedelian 
OAM 
 
Against the Motion: Councillor Pendleton 

  
 
7 LOCAL GOVERNMENT REMUNERATION TRIBUNAL DETERMINATION - 

Councillors and Mayoral fees for 2015/16 

 RESOLUTION: (Moved by Councillors Etmekdjian and Stott) 
 
That Council adopt the following increases to Councillor and Mayoral fees 
effective from 1 July 2015: 
 
(a) 2.5% increase to Councillor fees from $22,800 to $23,370 per annum. 
 
(b) 2.5% increase to Mayoral fees from $60,580 to $62,090 per annum; in 

addition to the Councillor fees. 
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ITEM 1 (continued) ATTACHMENT 1 

Agenda of the Council Meeting No. 10/15, dated Tuesday 9 June 2015. 
 

 
Record of Voting: 
 
For the Motion: Unanimous 

  
 
8 REPORTS DUE TO COUNCIL 

 RESOLUTION: (Moved by Councillors Pendleton and Maggio) 
 
That the report on Outstanding Council Reports be endorsed. 
 
Record of Voting: 
 
For the Motion: Unanimous 

  
  
PRECIS OF CORRESPONDENCE FOR CONSIDERATION  

 
There were no Précis of Correspondence for Consideration. 
 
 
NOTICES OF MOTION 
 
1 NOISY EXHAUST FAN AT 62-80 ROWE STREET, EASTWOOD - Councillor 

Justin Li 

 
Note:  This Item was dealt with earlier in the meeting as detailed in these Minutes. 
 
 
 
2 NSW STATE GOVERNMENT CHANGES RELATING TO OWNERS OF 

STRATA UNITS - Councillor George Simon 
 
Note:  This Item was dealt with earlier in the meeting as detailed in these Minutes. 
 
 
 
3 THE HOLLY FRASER FUNDRAISING CAMPAIGN - Councillor George 

Simon 

 
Note:  This Item was dealt with earlier in the meeting as detailed in these Minutes. 
 
  
4 REPAIR AND UPGRADE OF FOOTPATH ON VICTORIA ROAD, WEST 

RYDE – BETWEEN ADELAIDE STREET AND COBHAM AVENUE - 
Councillor George Simon  

 Note: This Notice of Motion was WITHDRAWN by Councillor Simon and 
therefore not considered by Council. 
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ITEM 1 (continued) ATTACHMENT 1 

Agenda of the Council Meeting No. 10/15, dated Tuesday 9 June 2015. 
 

 
CLOSED SESSION 
  
ITEM 9 – REQUEST FOR TENDER - COR-RFT-05/15 - CONSTRUCTION OF 
STORMWATER DETENTION BASIN AT WATERLOO PARK 

 
Confidential 

This item is classified CONFIDENTIAL under Section 10A(2) of the Local 
Government Act, 1993, which permits the meeting to be closed to the public for 
business relating to the following: (d) (i) commercial information of a confidential 
nature that would, if disclosed prejudice the commercial position of the person who 
supplied it; AND (d) (ii) information that would, if disclosed, confer a commercial 
advantage on a competitor of the council. 
 
 
ITEM 10 - ADVICE ON COURT ACTIONS 
 
Confidential 
This item is classified CONFIDENTIAL under Section 10A(2) of the Local 
Government Act, 1993, which permits the meeting to be closed to the public for 
business relating to the following: (g) advice concerning litigation, or advice as 
comprises a discussion of this matter, that would otherwise be privileged from 
production in legal proceedings on the ground of legal professional privilege. 
 
 
RESOLUTION: (Moved by Councillors Pendleton and Etmekdjian) 
 
That the Council resolve into Closed Session to consider the above matters. 
 
Record of Voting: 
 
For the Motion: Unanimous 
 
 
Note: The Council closed the meeting at 9.56pm. The public and media left the 
chamber. 
 
 
9 REQUEST FOR TENDER - COR-RFT-05/15 - CONSTRUCTION OF 

STORMWATER DETENTION BASIN AT WATERLOO PARK 

 Note:  Councillor Yedelian OAM left the meeting at 10.00pm and did not return.  
He was not present for consideration of voting on this Item. 

 
RECOMMENDATION: (Moved by Councillors Chung and Laxale) 
 
(a) That Council accept the tender from Narel Civil Pty Ltd for the 

Construction of Stormwater Detention Basin and Associated Works at 
Waterloo Park, Marsfield to the amount of $405,666.80 as recommended 
in the Tender Evaluation Report. 
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ITEM 1 (continued) ATTACHMENT 1 

Agenda of the Council Meeting No. 10/15, dated Tuesday 9 June 2015. 
 

 
(b) That Council delegate to the General Manager the authority to enter into a 

contract with Narel Civil Pty Ltd on the terms contained within the tender 
and for minor amendments to be made to the contract documents that are 
not of a material nature. 

 
(c) That Council advise all the respondents of Council’s decision. 
 
Record of Voting: 

 
For the Motion: The Mayor, Councillor Pickering and Councillors Chung, 
Etmekdjian, Laxale, Li, Maggio, Simon and Stott 
 
Against the Motion: Councillors Pendleton and Salvestro-Martin 

  
 
10 ADVICE ON COURT ACTIONS 

 Note:  Councillor Yedelian OAM was not present for consideration or voting on 
this Item. 

 
RECOMMENDATION: (Moved by Councillors Stott and Simon) 

 
That the report of the General Counsel be received. 
 
Record of Voting: 

 
For the Motion: The Mayor, Councillor Pickering and Councillors Chung, 
Etmekdjian, Laxale, Li, Pendleton, Simon and Stott. 
 
Against the Motion: Councillors Maggio and Salvestro-Martin 

  
  
OPEN SESSION 
 
Note:  Councillor Yedelian OAM was not present for consideration or voting on this 

Item. 
 
RESOLUTION: (Moved by Councillors Stott and Maggio) 
 
That Council resolve itself into open Council. 
 
Record of Voting: 
 
For the Motion: The Mayor, Councillor Pickering and Councillors Chung, Etmekdjian, 
Laxale, Li, Pendleton, Simon and Stott. 
 
Against the Motion: Councillors Maggio and Salvestro-Martin  
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ITEM 1 (continued) ATTACHMENT 1 

Agenda of the Council Meeting No. 10/15, dated Tuesday 9 June 2015. 
 

 
Note: Open Council resumed at 10.06pm. 
 
 
Note:  Councillor Yedelian OAM was not present for consideration or voting on this 

Item. 
 
RESOLUTION: (Moved by Councillors Li and Stott) 
 
That the recommendations of Items considered in Closed Session be received and 
adopted as resolutions of Council without any alteration or amendment thereto. 
 
Record of Voting: 

 
For the Motion: The Mayor, Councillor Pickering and Councillors Chung, Etmekdjian, 
Laxale, Li, Pendleton, Simon and Stott 
 
Against the Motion: Councillors Maggio and Salvestro-Martin 
 
 
NATIONAL ANTHEM 

 
The National Anthem was sung at the conclusion of the meeting. 
 
 
 

The meeting closed at 10.08pm. 
 
 
 

CONFIRMED THIS 9TH DAY OF JUNE 2015 
 
 
 
 

Chairperson 
 



 
 
 
 Council Reports  Page 20 

 

Agenda of the Council Meeting No. 10/15, dated Tuesday 9 June 2015. 
 

2 REPORT OF THE PLANNING AND ENVIRONMENT COMMITTEE MEETING 
8/15 held on 2 June 2015  

Report prepared by: Section Manager - Governance 
 File No.: CLM/15/1/4/2 - BP15/676  
 

 
REPORT SUMMARY 
 

The Minutes of the Planning and Environment Committee Meeting 8/15 held on 2 
June 2015 are to be circulated on Thursday, 4 June 2015 after the meeting has been 
conducted. The Minutes will be listed for confirmation at the next Planning and 
Environment Committee Meeting. 
 
A report detailing Items which were dealt with by the Committee within its delegated 
powers, together with any Committee recommendations will be circulated at the 
same time as the Minutes on Thursday, 4 June 2015. 
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Agenda of the Council Meeting No. 10/15, dated Tuesday 9 June 2015. 
 

3 REPORT OF THE WORKS AND COMMUNITY COMMITTEE MEETING 8/15 
held on 2 June 2015  

Report prepared by: Section Manager - Governance 
 File No.: CLM/15/1/4/2 - BP15/677  
 

 
REPORT SUMMARY 
 

The Minutes of the Works and Community Committee Meeting 8/15 held on 2 June 
2015 are to be circulated on Thursday, 4 June 2015 after the meeting has been 
conducted. The Minutes will be listed for confirmation at the next Works and 
Community Committee Meeting. 
 
A report detailing Items which were dealt with by the Committee within its delegated 
powers, together with any Committee recommendations will be circulated at the 
same time as the Minutes on Thursday, 4 June 2015. 
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Agenda of the Council Meeting No. 10/15, dated Tuesday 9 June 2015. 
 

4 FIT FOR THE FUTURE - CITY OF RYDE'S RESPONSE  

Report prepared by: Group Manager - Corporate Services 
       File No.: CSG/14/3/22 - BP15/730  
 

 
REPORT SUMMARY 
 
Council has considered its position in respect of the ‘Fit for the Future’ program, that 
was announced by the Minister for Local Government in September 2014, at its 
Extraordinary Council Meeting on 17 February 2015 and further at its meeting on 12 
May 2015. 
 
Council at its meeting on 12 May 2015 resolved as follows:- 

 
(a) That Council note the update on the actions taken by the General Manager in 

preparing Council’s response to the Fit for the Future program, as a result of 
Council’s resolution at its meeting 17 February 2015. 

 
(b) That Council endorse the General Manager continuing to finalise both 

Council’s Template 2 submission – (Council Improvement Proposal) and the 
Joint Regional Authority proposal, (as detailed in the body of this report), in 
conjunction with Lane Cove and Hunter’s Hill Councils. 

 
(c) That Council delegate to the General Manager the authority to provide a 

submission to IPART regarding Fit for the Future Assessment methodology 
on behalf of Council.   

 
(d)  That Council note this matter will be reported back to Council at a meeting in 

June 2015. 
  
In accordance with the above resolution a supplementary report will be issued to 
Council by Friday, 6 June 2015. 
 

RECOMMENDATION: 
 
That Council consider the Supplementary Report circulated on this matter. 
 

ATTACHMENTS 
There are no attachments for this report. 
 
Report Prepared By: 
 
Roy Newsome 
Group Manager - Corporate Services  
 
Report Approved By: 
 
Gail Connolly 
General Manager  
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Agenda of the Council Meeting No. 10/15, dated Tuesday 9 June 2015. 
 

5 COMMUNITY GRANTS PROGRAM - ALLOCATION OF FUNDING 2015-16  

Report prepared by: Section Manager - Community Services 
       File No.: GRP/09/4/14 - BP15/555  
 

 
REPORT SUMMARY 
 
Council’s 2015-16 Community Grants Program includes four grant categories: 
Seniors, Capacity Building, Sports and Recreation and Community Projects. 
 
At the meeting held on 9 December 2014, Council approved the Community Grants 
Policy (ATTACHMENT 1) and Application Guidelines (ATTACHMENT 2), with the 

continuation of the Sports and Recreation Community Grant funding of $25,000. 
Council also resolved that the Policy provide for only one grant to be awarded to any 
one organisation. 
 
Four main categories of grants are offered: Seniors (up to $2,000), Capacity Building 
(up to $3,500), Sports and Recreation (up to $3,500), and Community Projects (up to 
$5,000). 
 
Within the Capacity Building category, there are three sub-categories to support new 
and small community organisations to boost growth potential, namely Events, 
Emerging Groups and General, which include arts and cultural organisations. 
 
This report deals with the funding allocation for 2015-16 for Seniors, Capacity 
Building, Sports and Recreation and Community Projects categories. The report 
provides advice to Council on the applications received and provides 
recommendations on the distribution of Council’s Community Grants funds. 
 
Council has allocated a budget of $150,000 for these four categories and three sub-
categories. This year, 83 applications were received across all categories, totalling 
$285,303 in requests for funding, with the panel recommending funding of $126,542 
worth of programs and activities. 
 
All applications were assessed by a panel and the recommendation of the 
assessment panel for each category is provided at ATTACHMENTS 3 - 8. 

 
The projects recommended for funding include a diverse range of activities, events 
and services which will contribute to community wellbeing, cultural expression and 
vibrancy in the City of Ryde, and align with the outcomes sought through the 
Community Strategic Plan. 
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ITEM 5 (continued) 

Agenda of the Council Meeting No. 10/15, dated Tuesday 9 June 2015. 
 

 
RECOMMENDATION: 
 

(a) That Council endorse the allocation of the 2015-2016 City of Ryde Sports and 
Recreation Community Grant Category as follows: 

Organisation Project Name Amount 

Eastwood Ryde Netball 
Association 

Net Set Go beginners program $3,500 

Ryde Panthers Football Club Skills Acquisition Program $1,000 

Putney Firebirds Netball Club Putney Firebirds Skills to Soar  $2,600 

West Ryde Rovers Netball 
Club 

Children with Disability intro to 
Netball  

$2,500 

Rainbow Club Australia Swim the Rainbow  $1,750 

Eastwood St Andrews AFC Kickstart $2,500 

Gladesville Sharks FC Sharks Football Training Circuit $700 

Eastwood Croquet Club Inc Developing Partnership with local 
Community 

$1,500 

 Total $16,050 
 

(b) That Council endorse the allocation of the 2015-2016 City of Ryde Seniors 
Grant Category as follows: 

Organisation Project Name Amount 

Italian Leisure Group Social Events $2,000 

Ryde Armenian Seniors 
Weekly Social Group 

Ryde Armenian Seniors Weekly 
Social Group 

$2,000 

Italian Womens Group 
Marsfield 

Health Promotions Initiatives $500 

Gladesville & District Probus 
Club 

Transport Assistance $2,000 

Italo – Australian Senior 
Citizens Group 

Italo – Australian Senior Citizens 
Group 

$2,000 

Eastwood Chinese Senior 
Citizens Club 

Humans of Eastwood $2,000 

Ryde Multicultural Centre Inc. Healthy and Informed Seniors $2,000 

 Total $12,500 
 

(c) That Council endorse the allocation of the 2015-16 City of Ryde Capacity 
Building Grant – Event Category as follows: 

Organisation Project Name Amount 

Eastwood Patchwork Quilters 
Inc 

Eastwood Patchwork Quilters Inc. 
2015 Biennial Exhibition 

$2,992 
 

Reach Community Initiatives 
Incorporated 

Christmas Eve Celebration 
 

$3,000 

Rotary Club Gladesville 
 

Ryde Food and Wine Festival $3,500 

 Total $9,492 
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ITEM 5 (continued) 

Agenda of the Council Meeting No. 10/15, dated Tuesday 9 June 2015. 
 

 
(d) That Council endorse the allocation of the 2015-16 City of Ryde Capacity 

Building Grant – Emerging/Small Groups Category as follows: 

Organisation Organisation Support Amount 

Ivanhoe Estate Tenant Group 
Inc. 
 

Need support mostly in funding, 
training and connecting to 
community services and NGO’s 
to develop partnerships that 
help the tenants.  

$2,000 

Artisans Ryde 
 

Need financial assistance to 
meet operating expenses and 
support for governance to 
achieve our vision. 

$3,500 

Australia Han In Saeng 
Myung Line Inc 
 

Need financial assistance to 
maintain the service and 
manage volunteers. Need 
support to develop governance 
structure and risks 
management. 

$3,500 

Ryde Hunters Hill Symphony 
Orchestra 
 

Financial assistance until such 
time that the patronage grows to 
allow subscription tickets. 

$3,500 

 Total $12,500 

 
(e) That Council endorse the allocation of the 2015-16 City of Ryde Capacity 

Building Grant – General Category as follows: 

Organisation Project Name Amount 

Christian Community Aid 
 

Community Aids Working 
Together - Phase 2 

$3,500 

North Ryde Community Aid & 
Information Centre Inc 

Community Aids Working 
Together - Phase 3 

$3,500 

Hunters Hill Ryde Community 
Services 

Community Aids Working 
Together 

$3,500 

 Total $10,500 

 
(f) That That Council endorse the allocation of the 2015-16 City of Ryde 

Community Projects Grant Category as follows: 

Organisation Project Name Amount 

Touch by Olivia Story time at Livvi’s Place $2,500 

Mental Health Carers 
ARAFMI NSW Inc  
 

The Ryde Mandarin Speaking 
Carers Support group 

$3,000 
 

Differently Abled People 
Association Incorporation 
(DAPA) 
 

Community connect for People 
with disabilities and people with 
CALD background(PWD/CALD 
Talent Connect) 

$2,500 
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ITEM 5 (continued) 

Agenda of the Council Meeting No. 10/15, dated Tuesday 9 June 2015. 
 

Rotary Club of North Ryde 
Inc 

Seniors Xmas Party $1,000 

Community Migrant Resource 
Centre 

Learn & Earn - Sewing Banners 
Project 

$2,500 

St Andrews Socio Religious 
Justice, Harmony of FITA Inc. 
 

"Keep Ryde Beautiful & Clean 
Together "(Litter Less, Act for 
Local) 

$2,000 

Relationships Australia 
 

XI YANG YANG--Ryde Chinese 
Music Community  Group 

$2,500 

KYDS Youth Development 
Service Inc 
 

Counselling &n Mental Health 
Support Services for residents 
of Ryde LGA 

$3,500 

Sydney Korean Women's 
Association 

" Helping Hands" 
 

$2,000 

Good Beginnings Australia - 
Ryde Community Hub 

Establishment of Young 
Parents' Playgroup 

$2,500 

Nutrition Australia NSW 
Division 
 

The Grandparent's Wellness 
Collective 

$3,000 

2realise Incorporated Brave $2,500 

Early Education (EarlyEd) 
Inc. 
 

Children from subcontinent 
communities ready for school 

$2,000 

West Ryde Baptist English 
Classes 

ESL Classes and Community 
Integration 

$2,000 

The Benevolent Society Yarn Up $4,300 

STaR Inclusive Early 
Childhood Association 
 

Building capacity to facilitate the 
inclusion of young children 

$5,000 

Ryde Family Services 
 

Transition to High School 
Program 

$4,000 

The Salvation Army (Ryde) Afterschool @ 47 $3,000 

Rotary Club of North Ryde 
 

Preventing Youth Mental Health 
Problems Seminars 

$500 

Indonesian Welfare 
Association (IWA) 

Social activities for migrants 
 

$2,000 

Catholic Healthcare Limited-
Catholic Community Services 

Traditional Korean Paper Art 
 

$1,000 

Royal Rehab 
 

Return2Sport Adaptive Yoga - 
Yoga for All Abilities 

$2,000 

Achieve Australia 
 

Volunteer Training - Building 
Capacity 

$2,000 
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ITEM 5 (continued) 

Agenda of the Council Meeting No. 10/15, dated Tuesday 9 June 2015. 
 

Marsfield Trafalgar Playgroup 
Wednesday 

Chibikko Japanese Bilingual 
Program 

$2,000 

(2RRR) Ryde Regional Radio 
Co-operative ltd. 

Radio Training Course Subsidy $1,700 

Ryde Hunters Hill Community 
Transport  Assoc. Inc. 

Translation of promotional 
material 

$3,500 

Side By Side Advocacy 
 

A Book of Stories - Citizen 
Advocacy 

$1,000 

 Total $65,500  

 
(g) That the successful and unsuccessful grant applicants be informed in writing of 

the outcome of their applications. 
 
(h) That the unsuccessful grant applicants be provided feedback on why their 

application was not successful. 
 
(i) That Council create a Community Grant Reserve Fund and the remainder be 

transferred into this fund for Small Grants funding available all year round.  
 

ATTACHMENTS 
1  Community Grants Policy   
2  Community Grants Application Guidelines  
3  Community Grants 2015-16 Allocation - Sports and Recreation  
4  Community Grants 2015-16 Allocation - Seniors  
5  Community Grants 2015-16 Allocation - Capacity Building - Events  
6  Community Grants 2015-16 Allocation - Capacity Building - Emerging Groups  
7  Community Grants 2015-16 Allocation - Capacity Building - General  
8  Community Grants 2015-16 Allocation - Community Projects  
 
Report Prepared By: 
 
Persis Koo 
Section Manager - Community Services  
 
Report Approved By: 
 
Gunjan Tripathi 
Acting Service Unit Manager - Community and Culture  

 
Tatjana Domazet 
Acting Group Manager - Community Life 
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ITEM 5 (continued) 

Agenda of the Council Meeting No. 10/15, dated Tuesday 9 June 2015. 
 

 
Background 
 

The Community Grants Policy Review was completed in December 2014 and at its 
meeting held on 9 December 2014, Council resolved as follows: 
 

(a)  That Council approve changes to the Community Grants Policy and 
Implementation Procedure as outlined in the body of this report, with the 
continuation of the sporting grants to be known as the Sport and Recreation 
Community Grant with funding to be maintained at $25,000 

 
(b)  That the policy provide for only one grant to be awarded to any one 

organisation. 
 
The revised Community Grants Program includes a call for applications from 
community organisations across four categories; Seniors Grant, Sports and 
Recreation Community Grant, Community Projects and Capacity Building Grant 
which includes three subcategories: Event Category, Emerging/Small Groups and 
General Category. 
 
Key features of the changes are highlighted as below: 

Areas Approved changes 

Grant Categories Seniors  
Capacity Building including: 

 Events 

 Emerging 

 General  
Community Projects  
Sports and Recreation Community Grant 
Small Grants  
No change to Excellence Awards Category 

Eligibility and Criteria Key standard eligibility is maintained and criteria tailored 
to ensure grant specific outcomes are achieved.  

Funding  Seniors – Up to $2000 
Capacity Building –Up to $3,500 

 Events 

 Emerging 

 General  
Community Projects- Up to $5000 
Sports and Recreation Community Grant - $3,500 
Small Grants-Up to $1000 

Assessment  Introduction of a new assessment tool and a minimum of 
2 staff assessing each application  

Timeframe  January – May, for all but small grant category 

 
The Community Grants Program was advertised by Council from January 2015, 
opened throughout February and closed on 16 March 2015. 
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ITEM 5 (continued) 

Agenda of the Council Meeting No. 10/15, dated Tuesday 9 June 2015. 
 

 
Discussion 
 

Two information sessions were held on 4 February and 11 February 2015 which 
provided interested applicants with information on the grant application process. 
Community and Culture staff were available to assist applicants with questions, help 
to identify and plan a project and consolidate ideas for projects with a community 
benefit perspective. 
 
A total of 83 applications were received for the 2015-2016 Program which includes a 
number of new organisations from the disability sector promoting social inclusion in 
the City of Ryde. 
 
ATTACHMENTS 3 TO 8 lists all applications received under each grant category and 
includes a brief project description, the requested amount of funding and the amount 
of funding recommended for allocation by Council. Where a project has not been 
recommended for funding, an explanation is also provided.  
 
All applications were assessed by staff as per the selection criteria listed in the 
Community Grants Application Guidelines which are as follow: 

 A specific project which addresses community needs 

 Create opportunities for skill/ knowledge and resource development 

 Collaboration or partnership projects 

 New and innovative projects 

 Value for money and non-reliance on continuing Council funding 

 Ability of applicant to manage the program and funding. 
 
The assessment panel, as per the Guidelines, was made up of a multi-disciplinary 
team of Council staff from Community Life. 
 
To continue to build the capacity of the community groups and organisations, a 
number of organisations have been targeted for follow up by staff and to be invited to 
attend future Grant Workshops to assist them with project development. 
 
1. Seniors Grants 
The Seniors Grants program provides grants of up to $2,000 to support community 
initiatives that will benefit seniors in the Ryde Local Government Area (LGA). 
 
A total of 8 applications were received and with total request of $14,480. 
 
Objective:  
The aim of the Seniors Grants program is to facilitate projects which engage local 
seniors in projects that are aligned with key objectives of the 2025 Community 
Strategic Plan. In particular: 

 Provide local seniors groups in the LGA with financial support that will enhance 
existing or encourage new programs and activities. 

 To provide seniors with opportunities for social interaction and connectedness 
to help reduce social isolation.  
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Criteria:  
Proposals from community and volunteer groups, and the not-for-profit sector, for 
activities that engage local seniors in an active and healthy lifestyle and that provide 
them with new and social experiences. Priority is given where it could be shown that 
the project engages local seniors and: 

 Connects people to each other 

 Connects people to place 

 Develops community strengths and capabilities 

 Enlivens arts and cultural life and promotes health and wellbeing 

 Project outcomes are aligned with community needs or aspirations 

 The project is a priority for the Ryde seniors community 

 The applicant is capable of carrying out the proposed project 

 The applicant needs City of Ryde’s support for the project to go ahead. 
 
In this category, financial support is available to cover unexpected operational or 
staffing costs or equipment purchases where it can be shown that the funding will 
enhance an existing program or project or support the sustainability of an existing 
seniors group. 
 
Groups submitting proposals were also encouraged to consider projects that take an 
intergenerational approach including people of all ages along with the local senior’s 
community. 
 
2. Community Capacity Building Grants 
 

Objective:  

Community Capacity Building grants are intended to support the local organisations 
in achieving community benefits while building the organisation’s skills, improve 
governance and ability to sustain their activities. There are three sub categories 
included within this broad category namely Events, Emerging Groups and General.  
 
Funding up to $3,500 per grant application. 
 
A total of 17 applications were received and with a total request of $ 60,992.  
 

2.1 Events category 
 

A new approach is proposed for the events category in order to build capacity of the 
events by supporting them with tools, skills and expertise to ensure that they develop 
sustainability and are able to achieve their goals independent of Council. The 
proposed approach will enhance our ability to support a diverse range of community 
events over time and have the flexibility to respond to support needs to upcoming 
organisations such as West Ryde Progress Association.  
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Objective: 
The aim of this category is to enhance the ability of the organisations to sustain their 
activities based on their current capacity. This will be achieved by providing support 
to the new organisations through a capacity building cycle of three years including 
monetary and in kind support. The types of support provided by Council will include: 

Venue hire 

Training 

Event planning support in sustaining the event 

 Insurance 

Logistics of the event – waste, local liaison with traffic unit, etc 

Advice/ guidance for event organisation. 
 
Criteria:  

The City of Ryde will provide support to local events where it can be shown that the 
event: 

 Builds community connections  

 Develops community strengths and capabilities 

 Celebrates community and culture 

 Has outcomes aligned with community needs or aspirations 
And: 

Organisations will be assessed based on their: 

  Financial capacity 

  Local presence  

 Current assets 

 Sources of funding and ability to raise own funds through fees and charges. 
 
2.2. Emerging Groups  
 
Objective: 

Grants will be provided to new and emerging community organisations that often 
operate on the basis of limited funding, relying largely on volunteers and on one-off, 
short-term and small grants to manage their operations. This often results in 
programs that they offer having limited sustainability, necessitating an ongoing 
reinvestment in resources and time to prepare new funding applications and pursue 
new opportunities.  
 
Furthermore, many new and emerging community organisations are unfamiliar with 
submission-based government funding processes and have limited ability to influence 
political processes and attract funding. Challenges may also arise as a result of 
different organisations representing the same target group and failing to collaborate 
due to personal interests, commonly based on differing political or religious views. 
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Criteria: 
An organisation is classified as ‘emerging’ if it is characterised by the following 
features: 

 Is small with a heavy reliance on volunteers 

 Operates on the basis of limited funding 

 Heavy reliance on one off, short –term, or small grants (i.e. non-recurrent 
funding) 

 Limited formal social and professional networks 

 Limited ability to influence political processes 

 Limited capacity to attract funding through fees or fundraising. 
 
2.3. General Category:  
 

Objective:  
Applications in this category may be for the initiatives that build the capacity of the 
organisations towards provision of community benefits. Funding in this category will 
be advertised annually. The general category is open to all groups to access funds 
based on the current grants guidelines.  
 

Criteria:  

Project can demonstrate an identified need in the community through a strong 
evidence base 

Project builds a strong skill and knowledge base and builds capacity within the 
organisation 

Project improves governance and sustainability within the organisation 

Project is cost-effective  

Project builds on the experience of the organisation. 
 
3. Community Projects 
 

Objective: 

Community Projects category is based on the principles of transparency, inclusion 
and access. It is an open category to support eligible projects on a one-off basis. 
Projects demonstrating: 

 A focus on responsiveness in relation to an identified community need. 

 Collaboration between stakeholders and partners 

 Creation of an evidence base on identified need by data and supporting   

 Innovation in creating best practice. 
 

The purpose of the program is to support a range of projects that meet the diverse 
needs of the Ryde community, with an emphasis on the following six priority areas: 

1. Servicing our community 
2. Sustainability and capacity building 
3. Inclusion 
4. Collaboration and partnerships 
5. Equity 
6. Responsiveness. 
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The Community Projects category aims to provide funding to the local groups 
working towards building a cohesive and connected community based on the 
principles of inclusion, enhancing community well- being and cultural capacity. 
 
Criteria:  

Project can demonstrate how it builds well-being through active participation of 
the community 

Project can demonstrate that it is meeting an identified need in the community 
through a strong evidence base 

Project builds a strong skill and knowledge base and builds community 
resources 

Project creates community connectedness 

Project is cost-effective  

Project has the capacity to deliver the outcomes in the community. 
 
Funding up to $5,000 per grant application. 
 

A total of 45 applications were received and with a total request of $173,781. 
 
4. Sports and Recreation Community Grant 
 
Objective: 
Available only to sporting organisations, to develop sports and will be initiatives that 
enhance existing activities to support sustainable, community orientated, specific 
local projects that increase the opportunity for participation in sports, recreation and 
physical activity. 
 
Criteria:  

Project will be of direct benefit to a specific sporting group or groups within the 
community 

Services, programs and initiatives aim to benefit the City of Ryde residents. 
 
Funding up to $3,500 per grant application. 
 

A total of 12 applications were received and with a total request of $36,050. 
 
Financial Implications 
 

Council allocated $150,000 towards the Community Grants program with specific 
amounts of $25,000 allocated to Sports and Recreation Community Grant. 
 
Applications recommended for funding is a total of $126,542.  
 
The remainder ($23,458) will be returned to Council’s Community Grant Reserve 
Fund.  
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Council may decide to create a Community Grant Reserve Fund where the 
remainder of the grant funding available this year will be placed for future use 
towards the Small Grants program available all year round. 
 
The Small Grants program has a funding limit of $1,000 and enables small projects 
which emerge outside of the annual grants program time frame. A Small Grants 
program allows the City of Ryde to respond effectively and flexibility to changing 
circumstances in the community by providing a responsive program that can support 
emerging ideas and organisations. Small organisations can apply for small grants 
year round in an easy and accessible way. Applicants who were successful through 
the Community Grants program cannot apply for a small grant. 
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6 SUBMISSION ON INDEPENDENT REVIEW OF THE BUILDING 
PROFESSIONALS ACT 2005   

Report prepared by: Manager - Environment, Health & Building 
       File No.: COR2011/10 - BP15/663  
 

 
REPORT SUMMARY 
 

This report proposes that Council make a comprehensive submission on the 
independent review of the Building Professionals Act (BPA) 2005 before the closing 
date 12 June 2015. 
 
The purpose of the review is to evaluate the BPA 2005 and its performance and to 
identify whether there are ways in which the certification scheme and building 
regulation in general can be improved. The terms of reference have been broadly set 
to allow consideration of the larger context of building regulation within which 
certification operates. 
 
On average the City of Ryde receives up to 5 complaints each week about the 
activities on development sites that are under a private certifier and it is worth noting 
that the Ryde Local Government Area is in the top 10 Council areas across the State 
with the highest number of Complying Development Certificates determined.    
 
In dealing with the legislation, there have been numerous occasions in the recent 
past where Ryde Council officers and Ryde Councillors have expressed significant 
concerns regarding the legislation particularly the lack of timely and effective controls 
and sanctions against private certifying authorities (PCA’s) who have breached the 
legislation. There is also considerable ambiguity on the role of PCA’s and Council 
certifiers and mixed and inconsistent messaging from the Building Professionals 
Board has created confusion in the local community. 
 
The (ATTACHED) information fact sheet was recently prepared and placed on the 

Council’s website to help address this confusion and assist the local community in 
understanding the difference between private and Council certified sites.  
 
This review is seeking submissions responding to 33 specific questions across 5 key 
building regulation and certification groups. These questions can be found on the 
Building Professionals Board website: 
 
http://bpb.nsw.gov.au/sites/default/files/public/Information%20sheets%20%26%20pra
ctice%20advice/BP%20Act%20review%20Discussion%20Paper.pdf 
 
Council’s draft responses to these questions seek to remove inconsistencies and to 
reduce confusion by providing clearer role designation and powers for Council and 
the Building Professionals Board, and clearer direction to Certifiers as to their 
responsibilities.  
 
 

http://bpb.nsw.gov.au/sites/default/files/public/Information%20sheets%20%26%20practice%20advice/BP%20Act%20review%20Discussion%20Paper.pdf
http://bpb.nsw.gov.au/sites/default/files/public/Information%20sheets%20%26%20practice%20advice/BP%20Act%20review%20Discussion%20Paper.pdf
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A submission addressing Council concerns as outlined in this report is 
recommended.       
 
 

RECOMMENDATION: 
 
That Council make a submission on the review of the Building Professionals Act 2005 
and endorse the responses to the review outlined in this report. 
 
 

ATTACHMENTS 
1  Information Sheet - PCAs and Role of Council - 2015  
 
Report Prepared By: 
 
Sam Cappelli  
Manager - Environment, Health & Building  

 
Report Approved By: 
 
Dominic Johnson 
Group Manager - Environment and Planning  
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Background 
 

In dealing with the legislation, there have been numerous occasions in the recent 
past where Ryde Council officers and Ryde Councillors have expressed significant 
concerns regarding the legislation particularly the lack of timely and effective controls 
and sanctions against private certifying authorities (PCA’s) who have breached the 
legislation. There is also considerable ambiguity on the role of PCA’s and Council 
certifiers and mixed and inconsistent messaging from the Building Professionals 
Board has created confusion in the local community. 
 
The (ATTACHED) information fact sheet was recently prepared and placed on the 
Council’s website to help address this confusion and assist the local community in 
understanding the difference between private and Council certified sites. 
 
In May 2015 the NSW Government released a discussion paper inviting initial input 
on the review of the Building Professional Act 2005 on the key issues in building 
regulation and certification and the appropriate approach to addressing these issues 
(http://bpb.nsw.gov.au/sites/default/files/public/Information%20sheets%20%26%20pr
actice%20advice/BP%20Act%20review%20Discussion%20Paper.pdf). The 
submission period closes on 12 June 2015. 
 
The Building Professionals Act 2005, the Building Professionals Board (BPB) and the 
Building Professionals Board Accreditation Scheme (accreditation scheme) came into 
effect in 2007 and this review is considered long overdue.  
 
Once the results of this initial review are considered, a draft report including findings 
and recommendations will be prepared and exhibited again for public comment later 
this year. The final report is scheduled by 31 October 2015. 
 
Context 

 
There are numerous anomalies with the legislation that have been of concern to 
Council for several years and this review provides the opportunity for these concerns 
to be expressed.  
 
The main areas of concern to Council have been: 
 
1. Lack of structured or consistent action by BPB when complaints against private 

certifiers have been made. 
2. Weak and often inadequate sanctions against private certifiers who have 

breached the legislation. 
3. Private certifiers are conflicted and are often reluctant to take action against 

developers who are building contrary to approvals because they are being paid 
by the owner, applicant or developer. 

4. A complicated complaint system against private certifiers exists for community 
to access which effectively results in those complaints being made to Council 
and it is not a Council role to pursue private certifiers for not doing their job.  

http://bpb.nsw.gov.au/sites/default/files/public/Information%20sheets%20%26%20practice%20advice/BP%20Act%20review%20Discussion%20Paper.pdf
http://bpb.nsw.gov.au/sites/default/files/public/Information%20sheets%20%26%20practice%20advice/BP%20Act%20review%20Discussion%20Paper.pdf
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5. The BPB is poorly resourced, lacks accountability and cannot do the job it is 

required to do in a structured and timely manner. 
6. The inability for the legislation to appropriately address the issue of the validity 

of unlawfully issued certificates. 
7. In many cases, private certifiers failing to properly consider position of 

driveways, existing street poles and existing trees when issuing Compliance 
Development Certificates.       

 
The review will allow Council to highlight these concerns through responses to a 
series of questions under 5 key groups namely;  
 
1. Governance structure of building regulation and certification. 
2. Use of e-technology to improve access to information, processing of 

transactions and management of systems. 
3. Building regulation and certification process. 
4. Supply, accreditation, accountability and oversight of certifiers. 
5. Resourcing and funding arrangements for the building regulation and 

certification system. 
 
Financial Implications 

 
Adoption of the recommendation will have no financial impact. 
 
Discussion 

 
Review Questions and Responses 
 
Question 1 
Is there merit in consolidating the legislative framework for building sector 
regulation and control in one part of the EP&A Act, expressed in plain English, 
on a principles-based approach, with its own objectives, and incorporating 
any reforms approved by the Government? 
 
Response:  
Yes, however, details will need to be provided on how the reforms intend to work. At 
present there is too much confusion for the general public and lay person. 
Simplification to the whole regulatory process needs to occur. 
 
 
Question 2 
Are there sufficient additional benefits involved to justify consolidating all building 
legislation in one Act, including the Home Building Act 1993?  
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Response: 
Yes, for consistency one governing body is considered appropriate provided 
legislation is integrated accordingly. This would remove community confusion and 
improve role clarity. In addition, it would be easier for the community to access one 
location and would allow for specific areas to be tailored for change without the need 
to amend all other related Acts and Regulations etc. 
 
This will benefit those who are unfamiliar with all the various legislation. 
 
 
Question 3 
Are there sufficient benefits to justify the consolidation of building regulation and 
associated administration? 
 
Response: 
Yes, for consistency and role clarity. A consolidated administration will deliver better 
efficiencies and less fragmentation. 
 
 
Question 4 
Should the BP Act provide the BPB with the power to employ its own staff in addition 
to seconding staff? 
 
Response: 
Generally yes however the BPB have been very ineffective since its inception and 
needs to rebuild the respect it has lost. In Council’s opinion a new well-resourced and 
properly structured authority should be set up to restore community confidence and 
respect in the building regulation and certification system. The shortage of staff within 
the BPB to investigate complaints has been evident in the average length of time it 
takes to investigate a matter. The City of Ryde has at least two examples of cases 
where over 14 months has been taken to resolve complaints and in both situations 
the decision of the BPB is considered inadequate by Council. 
 
 
Question 5 
Is there merit in the functions undertaken by BPB continuing to be undertaken by a 
statutory board? 
 
Response:  
Yes provided there is one independent and fully resourced body to administer the 
certification system, including conducting the required audit of certifiers, and 
investigation of complaints taking the necessary disciplinary actions against certifiers. 
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Question 6 
Would the framework of cooperation developed by the BPB Local Government 
Reference Group provide an effective approach for interaction between private 
certifiers and local government? 
 
Response: 
The current framework has failed and confidence needs to be restored. The City of 
Ryde suggests a system similar to NSW Food Authority with ability to name and 
shame non-complying private certifiers. Parameters should be set up by the BPB or 
Accreditation authority to provide requirements that Private certifiers need to comply 
with and adhere to. 
 
 
Question 7 
Should certifiers be required to report all cases of building and planning non- 
compliance to councils? 
 
Response: 
Yes provided initial action is taken by the Certifier to correct the anomaly and 
required directions and or notices are issued by the private certifier beforehand and 
the owner or developer has failed to comply with directions. It is important that 
directions or notices issued by the certifier are well written and legally enforceable so 
that Council does not need to restart the process if enforcement action is required.  
 
Past evidence suggest that private certifiers do not issue valid Notices and do not 
follow up appropriate action to resolve non compliances. The BPB or other regulatory 
body should be the one to take action against poor performing private certifiers, not 
Council.  
 
 
Question 8 
Is there merit in a partnership model between the State and local government in the 
area of certification and building regulation enforcement? 
 
Response: 
Yes, however the terms of reference for such a model need to be developed through 
a consultative process. Clearly defined roles need to be established to ensure there 
is no duplication of roles and the community is clear as to who is responsible for 
what. The funding model for regulatory activity would also need to ensure sufficient 
funds are available for the designated State and Local agencies to resource the 
delivery of their regulatory responsibilities.  
 
 
Question 9 
Would enhanced oversight of the certification process assist in addressing the 
problems experienced by owners of strata and community title developments? 
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Response: 
Yes, however 2% may not be sufficient and all residential construction works of over 
3-storeys in height should be covered by the Home Owners Warranty Insurance to 
protect home owners from faulty works or non-compliances that need to be rectified 
in the future after completion. 
 
 
Question 10 
Would an electronic system for development applications, complying developments 
and building certification generate useful information for government and the industry 
and improve regulatory performance? 
 
Response: 
Yes. This system would need to be available to the general public so that they can be 
better informed of approvals associated in their locality. At present a great majority of 
all enquiries regarding approvals are directed through local Councils. This system 
should be developed, implemented, and maintained at a State level, in consultation 
with Councils, to ensure consistency across Local Government Areas and to 
maximize the benefit and capacity of the system to collect useful data. 
 
 
Question 11 
Do you support the adoption of standard forms for development applications, CCs, 
CDCs and OCs? 
 
Response: 
Yes, provided sufficient consultation occurs during the development of standards to 
ensure that they are fit for purpose. 
 
 
Question 12 
Do you support, as ways of improving the planning and approval stage: 

• limiting development approval to a concept approval 
• a standard set of development application conditions 
• independent assessment of instances where a council seeks to impose higher 

building standards than the BCA 
• improved information to the community on developments in their area? 

 
Response: 
No as site specific constraints require specific conditions and these need to be 
applied, where appropriate. Resident and council views need to be reflected in the 
approval and this consideration would not be possible from concept plans. No 
conditions can be applied to CCs therefore the standard of plan at the development 
application must be adequate. The last point about community information is however 
acceptable.  
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With respect to question of limiting development approval to a concept approval, 
while this is a model that a number of developers would prefer, the community 
supports more transparency and scrutiny up front, and this cannot be delivered under 
such a model.  
 
There needs to be enough detail up front to ensure CC’s and CDC’s are consistent 
with approvals and that issues open to interpretation are minimised – this protects the 
amenity and safety of the local community and also increases the level of certainty 
for the applicant.  
 
While standardisation of some conditions can be explored to provide greater 
consistency and certainty, there must always be allowance made for specific 
conditions to be imposed to cover those unique issues that arise from time to time on 
development sites.  
 
It is completely inappropriate to require independent assessment where Council 
seeks to apply higher standard of construction, when these are based on planning 
and amenity grounds. The BCA are minimum standards and are commonly applied. 
Any situations where improved or higher standards are sought are usually well 
founded local planning and amenity requirements, not building code matters.  
 
 
Question 13 
Will a significant improvement in the process of certification, to allow commencement 
of building work, be provided by: 
      • standardising the information to support the CC/ CDC 
      • standardising the report to support alternative solutions with content confirmed 

by the certifier 
      • replacing the not inconsistent test with the consistent test for both CCs/ CDCs 

and OCs? 
 
Response: 
Yes. This will provide role clarity and more consistent decision making. 
 
 
Question 14 
Do you support combining the roles of certifying authority and principal certifying 
authority? 
 
Response: 
Yes – there is no reason why roles should be split. One responsible authority needs 
to be appointed in order to stop applicants and rougue developers/builders from 
shopping for a certifier who will respond to their requirements. 
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Question 15 
For a CC or CDC, is there merit in separating the assessment of conformity with 
planning requirements, to be handled by the consent authority, from the     
assessment of building requirements? 
 
Response: 
No. This is the responsibility of the certifier. If the certifier is not competent to assess 
the application, including the need to properly consider external influences such as 
position of driveways, existing street poles or trees, he/she should obtain Council 
approval and expert advice before issuing an approval.  
 
Building requirements are more technical and certifiers should be able to undertake 
assessment provided the plans comply with approved DA. 
 
On a more specific note, the failure of the discussion paper to address the issue of 
the validity of unlawfully issued certificates represents a missed opportunity to reform 
this anomaly.  
 
 
Question16 
Would the current problems with the building construction stage regulatory    
approach be addressed by: 

• ensuring the builder receives the certified plans and CC/ CDC 
• documenting and requiring adherence to good certifier practice 
• potential additional critical site inspections based on risk assessment 
• replacing interim and final OCs with an OC and development completion 

certificate 
• requiring projects with missed mandatory inspections, and unauthorised work, 

to obtain an OC 
• effective financial sanctions for unauthorised work? 

 
Response: 
Yes on the condition that the criteria for when OC’s and DCC are applied for and 
issued are clearly understood. Council strongly supports increased sanctions against 
PCA’s and certifiers who breach the legislation and the timeliness of decisions must 
be shortened. It is therefore important that term ‘unavoidably missed’ is clearly 
defined and not open to misinterpretation and suggests that OC be endorsed by 
Council when dealing with unauthorised work only.  
 
Council has many examples of cases where certifiers issue interim OC to negate the 
need to comply with conditions of development consent. 
 
Certifiers miss critical stage inspections and the BPB have not taken action in the 
past. There are many examples of developments that do not have either interim or 
final or any form of occupation certificates.  
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Even the current regulations are so lax that after 12 months of occupation a 
certificate is not mandatory. 
 
This requirement has been costly for Council to enforce compliance through the 
courts. 
 
 
Question 17 
Do you support the option of requiring the creation and maintenance of a Building 
Manual for all new Class 1b-9 buildings? 
 
Response: 
Yes, in principle, but the mechanism by which the manual is kept up to date and 
resourced needs to be appropriate. A manual that is not updated will present a 
source of confusion moving forward, and the maintenance of the manual needs to be 
centralized and appropriately resourced. All fire safety measures can be relied upon 
by being held on site available for Council, NSW Fire and Rescue, new managers 
and owners, providing a full history of the site. This will also allow matters such as 
alternative solutions to be documented on site. 
 
 
Question 18 
Do you support the reform of the fire protection system certification, including the 
proposed revised role for NSW Fire and Rescue? 
 
Response: 
Yes. 
 
 
Question 19 
Would the options for change set out in this paper be helpful in improving the supply 
of qualified certifiers and making it a more attractive profession? 
 
Response: 
Yes. More clarity and professionalism will encourage entry graduates. At present 
there are two systems of certification, one for Private certifiers and another for 
Council certifiers. A better method of allowing the transition of Council accredited 
certifiers to be transferred to the private sector should be implemented. 
 
 
Question 20 
Is there an adequate pathway that allows a certifier to progress from the A4 category 
(building inspector) right through to A1 (building surveyor – grade 1), if desired? 
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Response: 
No. The current system is too restrictive, only allowing a select few to progress 
through the system. Need to revisit aligning Council certifiers with PCA’s 
accreditation. 
 
 
Question 21 
Would the proposed changes to the accreditation process address the main      
deficiencies in the current system? 
 
Response: 
No, the conflict of interest PCA’s work under when engaged by owners will always 
remain a point of concern and the inequity between accreditation of private certifiers 
and Council certifiers has not been addressed.  
 
 
Question 22 
Do you support the use of an evidence-based framework and guide for the review of 
the accreditation scheme? 
 
Response: 
Yes 
 
 
Question 23 
Are the following sufficient to create a suitable level of accountability for certifiers in 
respect to their regulatory role: 
      • improved transparency of the performance of a certifier with a 

Practice Guide 
      • proactive investigations and audits 
      • increasing the awareness of the role of certifiers? 
 
Response: 
Yes provided bigger, tighter and clearer sanctions and streamlined audit and 
complaint system processes improve certifier accountability are implemented. Any 
Practice Note must be supported by legislation and the role of certifiers must be clear 
and unambiguous in any Practice Note. 
 
 
Question 24 
Does the establishment of certifier panels by councils have merit? 
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Response: 
Yes. Councils operate at grass roots level and are in closest contact with 
communities. Therefore Councils are best placed to respond quickly to issues and 
currently have an existing role as record keeper of all approvals. Councils are 
representative and are not conflicted and would be able to set up independent panels 
(that Could operate cooperatively at a regional level) to recommend action against 
certifiers. 
 
 
Question 25 
Do you support an expanded program of proactive investigations and audits by the 
BPB and if so, how should they be conducted? 
 
Response: 
Yes. Standard self-certification by certifiers with random fee for service paid audits. 
The current time frame of 12 months to over 2 years to investigate complaints is 
excessive. The BPB needs to be far more proactive in enforcement of the legislative 
retirements by taking up front action and not pass these matters onto Council. 
 
 
Question 26 
Would introducing a demerits point system and issuing more penalty infringement 
notices provide a more timely mechanism for disciplining certifiers who have not 
performed to a required professional standard? 
 
Response: 
Yes, the bar need to be set high with a low number of demerit points available before 
sanctions are applied, given nature of the industry being legislated and 
consequences of issues going wrong. 
 
More harsh penalties need to be imposed for certifiers that do not comply with the 
regulations such as deregistration for certifiers that do not comply. 
 
 
Question 27 
Would you prefer an online system for the lodgement of complaints? 
 
Response: 
Yes. Any system of making complaint must be more streamlined and accessible to 
the community. However whatever system is set up will rely on a quick response 
governance framework and if it is to be the BPB, it must respond in a timely manner 
before the matters or construction reaches a point where works are completed and it 
is too late to resolve. 
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Question 28 
Would the establishment of an education and training program to inquiries,      
complaints and audits together with a building services advisory hot line address the 
needs of certifiers for training and information support? 
 
Response: 
Yes provided the advisory line is adequately staffed and resourced to deal with all 
enquiries from Council, Certifiers, home owners etc. 
 
 
Question 29 
Is it possible to achieve full competitive neutrality without either councils ceasing to 
offer certification services, or private certifiers being abolished? 
 
Response: 
No, in fact it is currently not an equal playing field and it is difficult to see how it ever 
can be as long as Council is seen as the Authority to resolve complaints against 
private certifiers when the BPB do not. Private certifiers can choose their clients, 
Councils cannot. Private certifiers have a relationship with the builders and 
developers which is a conflict of interest. 
 
 
Question 30 
Would certifiers’ insurance issues be addressed by expanding certification and      
accreditation to cover critical building elements and design, and by implementing an 
industry scheme to cover the gap in insurance cover from certifiers leaving the 
industry or where the certifier changes for a particular project? If not, what additional 
problems remain? 
 
Response: 
Yes. All contractors should be responsible for their work. Each specific trade should 
be licensed and accountable for their work having insurance to cover their 
accreditation and certification. 
 
 
Question 31 
Do you agree that there is not a ‘last person standing’ problem arising from the 
different liability cover between builders and certifiers? If it does arise, please explain 
the problem created. 
 
Response: 
No. Council is always ‘left standing’ well after the certifiers and builders have moved 
on; the problem then arises when the public and home owners approach Council to 
resolve matters in the absence of the builders and certifiers. The BPB has 
demonstrated that it lacks the capacity to address these issues, and Council has 
limited scope under the current framework. 
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ITEM 6 (continued) 

Agenda of the Council Meeting No. 10/15, dated Tuesday 9 June 2015. 
 

 
Question 32 
Do you favour a simplification of the requirement for swimming pool fencing      
certification requirements, moving from three standards to one? 
 
Response: 
Yes. At present the three different legislative requirements are too confusing for 
home owners, purchasers, certifiers, pool fencing suppliers and council. 
One standard for all pools will ensure both safety and consistency is enforcing 
compliance achieved. 
 
 
Question 33 
Would setting charges for both councils and the State to recover processing costs for 
development applications and CDCs be the most equitable and efficient approach? 
 
Response: 
Yes provided recovery calculation is based on full or substantial cost recovery. Funds 
need to be equitable and not burden Councils collecting the fees and passing them 
onto the BPB.                         
 
Consultation with relevant external bodies 
 
Nil 
 
Options 
 
Council may resolve not to make a submission to the review. However, given the 
issues and anomalies highlighted in this report, this would a lost opportunity to 
advocate improvements to the building regulation and certification systems. 
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Agenda of the Council Meeting No. 10/15, dated Tuesday 9 June 2015. 
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ITEM 6 (continued) ATTACHMENT 1 

Agenda of the Council Meeting No. 10/15, dated Tuesday 9 June 2015. 
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ITEM 6 (continued) ATTACHMENT 1 

Agenda of the Council Meeting No. 10/15, dated Tuesday 9 June 2015. 
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Agenda of the Council Meeting No. 10/15, dated Tuesday 9 June 2015. 
 

NOTICES OF MOTION 

1 AMENDMENTS TO COUNCIL'S CODE OF MEETING PRACTICE -
Councillor Craig Chung          

File Number: CLM/15/1/4/6 - BP15/711 
 

MOTION: 
 
That Council amend its Code of Meeting Practice by including an additional section 
under each Committee’s Functions and Powers as follows:- 
 
Consideration of Matters 
 
“The Committee at a meeting may defer a matter that is listed on the Agenda to the 
next scheduled Committee Meeting for consideration if it has been carried 
unanimously.  This matter must then be listed on the Agenda of the subsequent 
Committee Meeting. 
 
If the deferral is not unanimously supported, the matter must then be presented to 
Council for consideration.” 
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