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Meeting Date: Tuesday 27 June 2017 
Location: Council Chambers, Level 1A, 1 Pope Street, Ryde 
Time:  7.00pm 
 
 

NOTICE OF BUSINESS 
 
 

Council Meetings will be recorded on audio tape for minute-taking purposes  
as authorised by the Local Government Act 1993.  Council Meetings will also be webcast. 
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Agenda of the Council Meeting No. 5/17, dated Tuesday, 27 June 2017. 
 

LATE PRECIS OF CORRESPONDENCE 

2 MACQUARIE UNIVERSITY - COMMONWEALTH GOVERNMENT SMART 
CITIES AND SUBURBS PROGRAM  

Report prepared by: Executive Assistant - Director Corporate and Organisational 
Support Services 

       File No.: CSG/17/1/6/1 - BP17/682  
 
 

CORRESPONDENCE:  
 
Submitting correspondence from Macquarie University dated 22 June 2017, 
regarding Smart Cities and Suburbs Program. 
 
The Commonwealth Government announced in March 2017 a $50 million ‘Smart 
Cities and Suburbs Program’. The purpose of the Program is to provide support 
funding to deliver projects that apply innovative technology-based solutions to urban 
challenges. The Program encourages local government and eligible organisations to 
apply for Smart City project funding. 
 
The City of Ryde, as a member of the Macquarie Park Innovation District, has been 
working closely with Macquarie University to develop a joint grant application under 
the Smart City and Suburbs Program. Macquarie University has taken the lead in 
preparing this submission as it has significant experience in developing grant 
proposals to access Commonwealth government funding.  
 
In the Four Year Delivery Plan (2016-2020), Council highlights its commitment to 
making Macquarie Park a smart and connected precinct. The Plan identifies a 
number of projects to be delivered that support innovation, smart technologies and 
data sharing. To this end, Council became a member of the Macquarie Park 
Innovation District (MPID) in September 2016.  To further understand the 
community’s needs, Council undertook a ‘Think Tank workshop’ with key 
stakeholders regarding smart technologies hosted by Optus, related to the works 
proposed for Shrimptons Creek Corridor.  
 
Council has committed in the Four Year Delivery Plan, the following projects to be 
funded by the Macquarie Park Special Levy: 
 
2017-18 -  $50,000 to develop the smart technologies strategy 
2018-19 -  $100,000 to deliver free public WiFi in the Shrimptons Creek Corridor 
2019-20 -  $100,000 to deliver free public WiFi in the proposed Waterloo (Central)  
  Park 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 
 
 
 LATE ITEM – Precis of Correspondence  Page 2 

 
PRECIS OF CORRESPONDENCE 2 (continued) 

Agenda of the Council Meeting No. 5/17, dated Tuesday, 27 June 2017. 
 

 
Council received the attached correspondence on 22 June 2017 from Macquarie 
University’s, Deputy Vice Chancellor, David Wilkinson. The letter confirmed the 
University’s commitment to match Council’s $250,000 funding for Smart Cities and 
invited Council’s ‘in principle’ support for the grant submission being finalised by 
Macquarie University. Should the grant submission be successful, Council’s 
$250,000 funding within the Delivery Plan will be leveraged; delivering $1m funding 
for Smart City’s initiatives, within the City of Ryde, broken down as follows;  
 

City of Ryde $0.25m 

Macquarie University $0.25m 

Commonwealth Government $0.50m 

 

Potential budget available $1.0m   

 
It should be noted that Council’s funds are already included in the Four Year Delivery 
Plan 2017-21. Therefore, no additional funds will be required from Council if it 
supports the joint application. However, it may be necessary to bring forward 
Council’s 2019/2020 allocation to 2018/2019. 
 
The key deliverables envisaged through this Smart Cities initiative include:   
 
• Public ( free) WiFi will be delivered in Shrimptons Creek Corridor (Elouera 
 Reserve, Quandong Reserve, Wilga Park) 
• Installation of infrastructure to facilitate a precinct scale ‘Internet of Things’ that 
 will increase capacity and opportunity for data sharing and analysis, that include 
 the following; 

o Through the use of sensors, information can be collected and 

shared (for example traffic information, water and air quality, 
pedestrian movements etc) 

o Such technology can be utilized in monitoring and managing its 

assets – buildings, waste collection, watering of sporting fields etc. 

o Develop a single access platform, that will enable real time data 

sharing 

o Deliver events (hackathons) to address real problems and identify 

opportunities in assisting the resolve issues such as,  
- rail shutdown 
- traffic congestion  
-  Internet of Things – hackathon to explore ways to maximise this 
 technology 

 
It is noted that should the grant submission not be successful, Council can still deliver 
its commitment to deliver free WiFi in the public spaces surrounding the Shrimptons 
Creek Corridor in Macquarie Park.  Council would also explore the establishment of 
the Internet Of Things network to share data, however the roll out would be delayed 
and subject to funding.  
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PRECIS OF CORRESPONDENCE 2 (continued) 

Agenda of the Council Meeting No. 5/17, dated Tuesday, 27 June 2017. 
 

 
RECOMMENDATION: 
 
(a) That Council provide in principle support for the Acting General Manager to 

lodge a government application with Macquarie University for a Commonwealth 
Government up to $500,000 under the Smart Cities and Suburbs Program 
Round 1 noting both Council’s and Macquarie University would contribute each 
$250,000. 

 
(b) That Council note that a further report will be provided to Council on the result of 

this grant application and address any adjustment required in its 2017/2021 
Delivery Plan. 

 
 

ATTACHMENTS 
1  Letter from Macquarie University to City of Ryde on Smart Cities and Suburbs 

Funding Opportunity 22 June 2017 
 

2  City of Ryde - A Smart City  
 
Report Prepared By: 
 
Lorraine Abboud-Safi 
Executive Assistant - Director Corporate and Organisational Support Services  
 
Report Approved By: 
 
Roy Newsome 
Acting Director - Corporate and Organisational Support Services  
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PRECIS OF CORRESPONDENCE 2 (continued) ATTACHMENT 1 

Agenda of the Council Meeting No. 5/17, dated Tuesday, 27 June 2017. 
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PRECIS OF CORRESPONDENCE 2 (continued) ATTACHMENT 1 

Agenda of the Council Meeting No. 5/17, dated Tuesday, 27 June 2017. 
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PRECIS OF CORRESPONDENCE 2 (continued) ATTACHMENT 2 

Agenda of the Council Meeting No. 5/17, dated Tuesday, 27 June 2017. 
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PRECIS OF CORRESPONDENCE 2 (continued) ATTACHMENT 2 

Agenda of the Council Meeting No. 5/17, dated Tuesday, 27 June 2017. 
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PRECIS OF CORRESPONDENCE 2 (continued) ATTACHMENT 2 
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PRECIS OF CORRESPONDENCE 2 (continued) ATTACHMENT 2 

Agenda of the Council Meeting No. 5/17, dated Tuesday, 27 June 2017. 
 

 
  




