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Meeting Date: Tuesday 28 August 2018 
Location: Council Chambers, Level 1A, 1 Pope Street, Ryde 
Time:  7.00pm 

Council Meetings will be recorded on audio tape for minute-taking purposes  
as authorised by the Local Government Act 1993.  Council Meetings will also be webcast. 
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LATE ITEM 

18 RE-ESTABLISHMENT OF ALCOHOL FREE ZONES 

Report prepared by: Acting Manager - Community and Ranger Services 
File No.: GRP/09/5/10 - BP18/877 

REPORT SUMMARY 

City of Ryde has previously established Alcohol Free Zones at four locations at the 
request of Gladesville and Eastwood (now Ryde) Police Area Commands (PAC) to 
address alcohol related offences and general acts of anti-social behaviour.  

These are located at: 

 Trim Place Victoria Road Gladesville
 West Ryde Railway and  Bus Interchange, West Parade West Ryde
 Meadowbank, encompassing Bowden Street and Bay Drive and Meadowbank

Wharf
 Eastwood CBD- See Annexure A

All four Alcohol Free Zones have now expired. City of Ryde has received a request 
from Ryde Police Area Command to continue the enforcement of Alcohol Free Zones 
at all four locations for a further four years, as provided for in the Ministerial 
Guidelines on Alcohol Free Zones.  

This report recommends that Council support the request by Ryde Police Area 
Command and re-establish these Zones. 

RECOMMENDATION: 

(a) That Council approve the request for the re-establishment of the Alcohol Free
Zones.

(b) That Council undertake public consultation on the matter, as stated in the
Ministerial Guidelines.

(c) That, if no adverse public comments are received during the consultation
period, the Alcohol Free Zones outlined in the report be adopted.

(d) That Council receive a further report on the Alcohol Free Zones should any
adverse comments be received during the public consultation period.

ATTACHMENTS 
1  Ministerial Guidelines on Alcohol Free Zones 
2  Proposal to Re-Establish Alcohol Free Zones 
3  Letter to Council from Ryde Local Area Commands and Annexure A 
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Report Prepared By: 
 
Gunjan Tripathi 
Acting Manager - Community and Ranger Services  
 
Report Approved By: 
 
Angela Jones-Blayney 
Director - Customer and Community Services  
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Background 
 
The City of Ryde can establish Alcohol Free Zones (AFZs) in the Council area under 
Section 646, of the Local Government Act 1993 and in accordance with NSW 
Ministerial Guidelines (ATTACHMENT 1). Council is required to comply with the 
procedures outlined in the Guidelines and with the legislation in relation to the 
proposal to establish AFZs. 
 
At its meeting on 12 November 2013, Council resolved that AFZs be re-established in 
the following locations: 
 
 Trim Place and Coulter Street, between Trim Place and Linsley Street, 

Gladesville 
 West Ryde Bus Interchange 
 Meadowbank, encompassing Bowden Street and Bay Drive. 
 
In addition, at its meeting on 22 April 2014, Council resolved that AFZs be re-
established in Eastwood Town Centre. 
 
All AFZs were originally established at the request of Gladesville and Eastwood (now 
Ryde Police Area Commands) to address issues of alcohol consumption in public 
places due to proximity to liquor outlets, as well as to assist Police control anti-social 
activities and improve safety in the local area. Ryde Police Area Command (PAC) 
has requested that all four AFZs be re-established to enable continued enforcement 
and deterrence of alcohol related offences and anti-social behaviour in these areas. 
 
The Eastwood CBD AFZ expired in June 2018 and other areas expired in May 2018.  
 
Since the inception of the AFZ within the Ryde City LGA, Police have found, 
statistically, alcohol related incidents have not increased and that these zones, in fact 
continue to aid Police in the management/ reduction of alcohol related harm 
incidents. 
 
Discussion 
 
All four locations identified for re-establishment of AFZs have required Police 
interventions for people who commit alcohol related offences and general acts of 
anti-social behaviour.  
 
The NSW Bureau of Crime Statistics and Research (BOSCAR) statistics, reveal that 
the reported incidents of assaults between April 2017 and March 2018 has remained 
stable for the Ryde LG, which a positive outcome. The AFZ assist in the prevention of 
incidents such as street crime and malicious damage offences. Of note, reports to 
malicious damage to property has remained stable between April 2016 and March 
2018.  
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Historically, Trim Place in Gladesville is an area where Police have detected juveniles 
consuming alcohol and then engaging in anti-social behaviour.   
 
The West Ryde Bus Interchange is adjacent to a licensed premise. There is a high 
transient population leaving and entering the rail system, and police have noted the 
consumption of alcohol in the area while people wait for adjoining bus services. This 
in turn produces issues surrounding anti-social behaviour and alcohol related crime. 
 
While the vicinity of the ferry wharf at Bowden Street and Bay Drive, Meadowbank, 
has historically not been identified as high-risk, the intention of establishing the AFZ 
was a preventative strategy to deter acts of anti-social behaviour and alcohol-related 
crime from being committed. This area has a number of packaged liquor outlets 
located around the vicinity.  
 
Statistics provided by the Ryde LAC Intelligence Analyst suggests that offences 
which include alcohol as a factor within the Eastwood CBD AFZ have declined since  
2010. At that time, incidents of alcohol related offences had been increasing and the 
impact of more licenced venues due to open in the surrounding areas raised 
concerns that Eastwood would see increasing alcohol related street crime and 
malicious damage. 
 
Section 642 of the Local Government Act enables police to seize or dispose of 
alcohol being consumed within any AFZs. Ryde LAC has noted that the ability to 
utilise this legislation greatly assists in the prevention and management of alcohol 
related incidents.  
 
The re−establishment of these AFZs will continue to aid police in reducing incidents 
such as alcohol related assaults, malicious damage, hazards (broken glass), 
juveniles possessing alcohol and general acts of anti-social behaviour. 
 
As noted in the Ministerial Guidelines, AFZs are supported by community education 
campaigns around the issues targeted by the establishment of AFZs. Council and 
police continue to work closely with the Eastwood Gladesville Liquor Accord (EGLA) 
to promote messages around the enforcement of AFZs, and campaigns and 
programs around responsible drinking, the effects of alcohol consumption and 
underage drinking.  
 
Duration of Operation 
 
The Ministerial Guidelines state that an Alcohol Free Zone may operate for a 
maximum of four years. It is proposed that all four AFZs are re-established for a 
period of four years. 
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Consultation 
 
The Ministerial Guidelines require Council to prepare a proposal (ATTACHMENT 2) 
and undertake a consultation process before considering establishing AFZs. It also 
requires Council to receive a request from the Local Area Commander and for a 
proposal to be prepared and used in public consultation. A letter was received from 
the Ryde Commander (ATTACHMENT 3) and a proposal has subsequently been 
prepared. 
 
The consultation process includes the following: 
 
 Publishing a notice of the proposal in a local newspaper, allowing inspection of 

the proposal, and inviting representations or objections within 30 days of 
publication 

 Exhibition of the proposal at key customer service locations during the 
abovementioned 30 days, including customer service centres and libraries 

 Sending the proposal to: 

 Police Local Area Commander and officer in charge 

 Liquor licensees and secretaries of registered clubs whose premises 
border on or adjoin or are adjacent to the proposed zone 

 Any known organisation representing, or able to speak on behalf of, an 
identifiable Aboriginal or culturally and linguistically diverse group. 

 
Financial Implications 
 
Adoption of the recommendations will have no adverse financial impact, any costs 
associated with undertaking community consultation can be funded from existing 
budgets allocated to the Community Safety project.  
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