
 

 

 
Council Meeting 

AGENDA NO. 11/19 
 
 
 
Meeting Date: Tuesday 24 September 2019 
Location: Council Chambers, Level 1A, 1 Pope Street, Ryde 
Time:  7.30pm 
 
 

Council Meetings will be recorded on audio tape for minute-taking purposes  
as authorised by the Local Government Act 1993.  Council Meetings will also be webcast. 
 
 

NOTICE OF BUSINESS 
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Agenda of the Council Meeting No. 11/19, dated Tuesday, 24 September 2019. 
 

LATE ITEMS 

17 PREPARATION FOR 2020 LOCAL GOVERNMENT ELECTION - 
COUNCILLOR NUMBERS AND WARD BOUNDARIES  

Report prepared by: Governance Coordinator 
       File No.: GRP/09/5/14 - BP19/1094  
 

 
REPORT SUMMARY 
 
The purpose of this report is to advise that under Section 224 of the Local 
Government Act, Council is required to determine the number of Councillors for the 
following term of office (2020-2024).  
 
It is also to advise that Council has met is obligations under section 211 of the Local 
Government Act in respect of the numbers of voters in each ward of Council.  
 
This report is therefore seeking Council’s confirmation that no changes are to be 
made to the number of Councillors for the 2020-2024 Council term. 
  
 
RECOMMENDATION: 
 
That Council confirm that for the 2020 election, the number of Councillors be 
maintained at twelve. 
 
 
ATTACHMENTS 
There are no attachments for this report. 
 
Report Prepared By: 
 
Alison Milne 
Governance Coordinator  
 
Report Approved By: 
 
John Schanz 
Manager - Corporate Governance 
 
Steven Kludass 
Director - Corporate Services  
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ITEM 17 (continued) 

Agenda of the Council Meeting No. 11/19, dated Tuesday, 24 September 2019. 
 

 
Discussion 
 
The purpose of this report is to advise that under Section 224 of the Local 
Government Act, Council is required to determine the number of Councillors for the 
following term of office (2020-2024). It is also to note that if Council were to 
determine to make a change to the current number of Councillors, a referendum 
would be required at the next Local Government Election (September 2020) with the 
any changes to come into effect at the following Election (i.e. in September 2024). 
 
Further it is to advise that Council has met is obligations under section 211 of the 
Local Government Act in respect of the numbers of voters in each ward of Council.  
 
Determination of the number of Councillors 
 
Section 224 of the Local Government Act requires Council to determine the number 
of Councillors for the following term of office (2020-2024). This is required to be 
determined not less than twelve months before the next ordinary election and that a 
referendum is required to change the number of Councillors. 
 
The next Local Government General Election will occur on 12 September 2020, and 
therefore Council should have made a determination regarding number of Councillors 
for the next term of Council before 11 September 2019. 
 
Due to an administrative oversight, this report is being considered after the 11 
September 2019 deadline. Council is advised that it has notified the Office of Local 
Government regarding this oversight. 
 
Section 224 states that:- 
 

(1)  A council must have at least 5 and not more than 15 councillors (one of 
whom is the mayor).  

 
(2)  Not less than 12 months before the next ordinary election, the council 

must determine the number, in accordance with subsection (1), of its 
councillors for the following term of office.  

 
(3)  If the council proposes to change the number of councillors, it must, before 

determining the number, obtain approval for the change at a constitutional 
referendum. 

 
It is recommended that the Council confirm that for the 2020 election, the number of 
Councillors be maintained at twelve. 
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ITEM 17 (continued) 

Agenda of the Council Meeting No. 11/19, dated Tuesday, 24 September 2019. 
 

 
Confirmation of Ward Boundaries  
 
Under section 211 of the Local Government Act, Council is required to keep its ward 
boundaries under review. In terms of this, if the number of electors in one ward in its 
area differs by more than 10 per cent from the number of electors in any other ward 
in its area, and that difference remains at the end of the first year of the following 
term of office of the council, the council must, as soon as practicable, alter the ward 
boundaries in a manner that will result in each ward containing a number of electors 
that does not differ by more than 10 per cent from the number of electors in each 
other ward in the area. 

 
As at 26 August 2019, the NSW Electoral Commission data states that ward number 
estimates were as follows:- 
 

Ryde Central 25,141 
Ryde East 25,243 
Ryde West 23,863 
ALL 74,247 

 
The variation between the wards with the highest and lowest estimates was 5.5 per 
cent. 
 
Given that there is less than 10% variance between the numbers of electors in each 
ward, Council’s obligations under Section 211 of the Local Government Act have 
been met.  As a result, it is not necessary to make changes to the ward boundaries in 
preparation for the 2020 Local Government Election. 
 
Financial Implications 
 
Adoption of the recommendation will have no financial impact. 
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Agenda of the Council Meeting No. 11/19, dated Tuesday, 24 September 2019. 
 

18 NEW NOMINATIONS FOR THE MULTICULTURAL ADVISORY 
COMMITTEE   

Report prepared by: Community Project Coordinator (Sector Development) 
       File No.: GRP/09/3 - BP19/975  
 

REPORT SUMMARY 
 
The Multicultural Advisory Committee consists of eighteen (18) members. Recently 
ten (10) nominations for a position on the committee have been received.  
 
This report seeks Council’s endorsement of the new nominations, as members of the 
Multicultural Advisory Committee.  
 
RECOMMENDATION: 
 
(a) That Council endorses the following nominations for positions on the 

Multicultural Advisory Committee until the expiry of the current term in 
September 2020:  
- Mr Elvis Wu  
- Mr Guannan Tang  
- Dr Grant Zhe Yuan  
- Ms Yang Li  
- Mr Miao Yu Xu  
- Master William Ho  
- Dr Bin Lin  
- Dr Felix Lo  
- Mr Gurnam Singh  
- Mr Jaewoo Kim    
 

(b) That Council does not consider further nominations for the Multicultural Advisory 
Committee in this term of Council.   

 
ATTACHMENTS 
There are no attachments for this report. 
 
Report Prepared By: 
Jonathan Nanlohy 
Community Project Coordinator (Sector Development)  
 
Report Approved By: 
Sue Verhoek  
Senior Coordinator - Social Development & Capacity Building 
 
Lindsay Godfrey 
Manager - Community and Ranger Services 
 
Angela Jones-Blayney 
Director - Customer and Community Services   
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ITEM 18 (continued) 

Agenda of the Council Meeting No. 11/19, dated Tuesday, 24 September 2019. 
 

 
Discussion 
 
The Terms of Reference of the Multicultural Advisory Committee stipulates that the 
role of this committee is to: 
 

• Provide advice to Council to ensure that Culturally and Linguistically Diverse 
(CALD) residents in the City of Ryde are able to participate actively in all 
aspects of community and civic life and that Council recognizes and values the 
diversity of the community. 

 
As per the terms of reference there can be a maximum of 25 members representing 
the following criteria:  
  

• Persons who are representative of the cultural, ethnic, faith and linguistic 
diversity of the City of Ryde. 

• People who reside, work or visit the Ryde Local Government Area who have a 
demonstrated commitment to community harmony.  

• People will be co-opted as required (new) 
 
Recently ten (10) new nominations to the Multicultural Advisory Committee were 
received. There are currently seven (7) casual vacancies on the Committee.  
 
The ten (10) applications to join the Multicultural Advisory Committee all meet the 
selection criteria. Given the interest from these community members it is 
recommended that the terms of reference of the Committee be varied to allow all ten 
(10) new members to join for the remainder of this term of Council.  
 
Any new nominations moving forward should be declined and advised that 
nominations for all Council’s Advisory Committees will again be open in late 2020 
following the next Council election.    
 
As part of the application process the nominees have outlined their interests and 
skills for aspiring to be a part of the Multicultural Advisory Committee.  
 
Nominees’ responses are detailed below:   
 
Nominee 1: Mr Elvis Wu 

- Close association with the local community.  
- Experience as a committee member of strata schemes and managing the 

Aldi supermarket in Eastwood. 
 
Nominee 2: Mr Guannan (Andrew) Tang 

- Interested in helping City of Ryde communicate its policies to CALD 
residents in Ryde.  

- Experience in understanding the settlement challenges faced by newly 
arrived culturally and lingiusitically diverse residents. 
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ITEM 18 (continued) 

Agenda of the Council Meeting No. 11/19, dated Tuesday, 24 September 2019. 
 

 
Nominee 3: Dr Grant Zhe Yuan 

- Interested in multicultural issues. 
- Experience working as a general practitioner with people from different 

countries and cultures. 
 
Nominee 4: Ms Yang Li 

- Interested in promoting multiculturalism, respect and understanding of 
difference. 

- Experience in being active in local community events. 
 

Nominee 5: Mr Miao Yu Xu 
- Interested in helping more people to understand Australia. 
- Experience in study and auditing industrial and local real estate and 

engaging with Australian culture from all aspects.  
 

Nominee 6: Master William Ho 
- Interested in carrying out the activities of the Multicultural Advisory 

Committee. 
- Experience in delivering cultural activities, training the elderly, improving 

mental and physical health. 
 

Nominee 7: Dr Bin Lin 
- Interested in applying his multicultural knowledge for Ryde.  
- Experience in volunteering, organizing choirs and community events and is 

the Principal of the Academy of Chinese Culture.  
 

Nominee 8: Dr Felix Lo 
- Interested in the development and implementation of the Multicultural 

Ambassador Program. 
- Experience in festival direction and coordination in the City of Ryde. 
 

Nominee 9: Mr Gurnam Singh  
- Close association with the local community.  
- Interested in sports, education and cultural events. 
- Founder of the not for profit Australian-Indian Sports Educational & Cultural 

Society (AISECS) and experienced in community engagement and events.   
 

Nominee 10: Mr Jaewoo Kim  
- Interested in meeting people from different cultures.   
- Professional opera singer with experience in performance and events.  
 

Financial Implications 
 
There are no financial implications.  
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Agenda of the Council Meeting No. 11/19, dated Tuesday, 24 September 2019. 
 

19 19TH INTERNATIONAL CITIES, TOWN CENTRES AND COMMUNITIES 
CONFERENCE (ICTC) - TOWNSVILLE, NORTH QUEENSLAND FROM 23 
TO 25 OCTOBER 2019  

Report prepared by: Civic Services Manager 
       File No.: CLM/19/1/1/2 - BP19/1099  
 

 
REPORT SUMMARY 
 
This report is presented to Council for its consideration of Councillor attendance at 
the 19th International Cities, Town Centres and Communities Conference (ICTC) 
2019 to be held in Townsville, North Queensland on Wednesday, 23 October to 
Friday, 25 October 2019. 
 
 
RECOMMENDATION: 
 
(a) That Council consider Councillor Maggio’s request to attend the ICTC 

Conference including attendance fees, travel, accommodation and other 
associated expenses. 

 
(b) That Council determine whether other Councillors are to attend, and if so who 

are to be the nominated participants. 
 
 
ATTACHMENTS 
1  Program ICTC Conference 2019  
2  Councillor Attenance at Conference Guidelines  
  
Report Prepared By: 
 
Amanda Janvrin 
Civic Services Manager  
 
Report Approved By: 
 
Joe So 
Executive Manager - Strategy and Innovation 
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ITEM 19 (continued) 

Agenda of the Council Meeting No. 11/19, dated Tuesday, 24 September 2019. 
 

 
Discussion 
 
Conference 
 
The 2019 International Cities, Town Centres and Communities Conference (ICTC) 
will be held in Townsville, North Queensland on Wednesday, 23 October to Friday, 
25 October 2019. 
 
The focus for the 2019 Conference will be on Transformative Cities: Innovative, 
Connected and Resilient and how to get the balance right with the people, 
connections and communities to ensure places are great to live, work, play and visit.  
 
The Key Topics at the Conference will be:- 
 

• Innovation & Smart Cities 
• Liveable Cities & Neighbourhoods 
• Cultural Placemaking 
• Resilience & Leadership 
• Transformative Places & Engagement 
• Night Time Economies & Community Safety 
• Place: Engagement, Community & Activation 
• Tourism, Investment & Revitalisation 
• Future Cities & Transport 
• Housing & Neighbourhoods 
• Place Making: Creatives & Co-working 
• Innovation 

 
A copy of the Program is provided for in ATTACHMENT 1. 
 
This report is presented to Council as a result of an expression of interest received 
from Councillor Maggio on 18 September 2019 to attend this Conference.   
 
Financial Implications 
 
The following is a summary of costs that would be incurred per person for attendance 
at the Conference:- 
 
• Registration Fee - $1,300 
• Flights - approx. $650 return 
• Accommodation - approx. $500 for two nights (23 September to 25 September) 
 
In addition to the above summary, it is anticipated that additional costs for incidentals, 
meals and travel would also be incurred.  This will be determined after the 
Conference. 
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ITEM 19 (continued) 

Agenda of the Council Meeting No. 11/19, dated Tuesday, 24 September 2019. 
 

 
The total cost for attending this Conference would approximately be $2,450 
(excluding meals, incidentals and travel charges) per person.  
 
Currently there is an allocation of $31,070 in the 2019-2020 budget for Councillor 
attendance at conferences. The amount remaining in the budget is $22,893 (however 
this is dependent on confirmation of Councillor attendance to the 2019 Switch 
Conference to be held at Penrith on Tuesday, 19 November to Friday, 22 November 
2019). 
 
Policy Implications 
 
There is no policy implication through adoption of the recommendation.  The Policy 
on the Expenses and Facilities for the Mayor and Other Councillors sets out the 
entitlements for Councillors attending such Conferences. 
 
The Guidelines for Councillor Attendance at Conferences is provided for in 
ATTACHMENT 2.  The Guidelines provide that in addition to the Local Government 
NSW Conference and the Australian Local Government Conference, every Councillor 
is entitled to attend one conference in NSW, Canberra, metropolitan Brisbane or 
metropolitan Melbourne.  The conference must directly relate to the business of 
Council.  More than one Councillor may attend the same conference if Council 
resolves that this will be beneficial for both Council and the Councillors concerned. 
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ITEM 19 (continued) ATTACHMENT 1 

Agenda of the Council Meeting No. 11/19, dated Tuesday, 24 September 2019. 
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ITEM 19 (continued) ATTACHMENT 1 

Agenda of the Council Meeting No. 11/19, dated Tuesday, 24 September 2019. 
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ITEM 19 (continued) ATTACHMENT 1 

Agenda of the Council Meeting No. 11/19, dated Tuesday, 24 September 2019. 
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ITEM 19 (continued) ATTACHMENT 1 

Agenda of the Council Meeting No. 11/19, dated Tuesday, 24 September 2019. 
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ITEM 19 (continued) ATTACHMENT 1 

Agenda of the Council Meeting No. 11/19, dated Tuesday, 24 September 2019. 
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ITEM 19 (continued) ATTACHMENT 1 

Agenda of the Council Meeting No. 11/19, dated Tuesday, 24 September 2019. 
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ITEM 19 (continued) ATTACHMENT 1 

Agenda of the Council Meeting No. 11/19, dated Tuesday, 24 September 2019. 
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ITEM 19 (continued) ATTACHMENT 1 

Agenda of the Council Meeting No. 11/19, dated Tuesday, 24 September 2019. 
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ITEM 19 (continued) ATTACHMENT 1 

Agenda of the Council Meeting No. 11/19, dated Tuesday, 24 September 2019. 
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ITEM 19 (continued) ATTACHMENT 1 

Agenda of the Council Meeting No. 11/19, dated Tuesday, 24 September 2019. 
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ITEM 19 (continued) ATTACHMENT 1 

Agenda of the Council Meeting No. 11/19, dated Tuesday, 24 September 2019. 
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ITEM 19 (continued) ATTACHMENT 1 

Agenda of the Council Meeting No. 11/19, dated Tuesday, 24 September 2019. 
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ITEM 19 (continued) ATTACHMENT 2 

Agenda of the Council Meeting No. 11/19, dated Tuesday, 24 September 2019. 
 

 

Councillor Attendance at 
Conferences Guideline 

 
Related Policy 
 
This guideline sets out the criteria to determine the attendance of Councillors at 
Conferences  It relates to the Policy on the Payment of Expenses and Provision of 
Facilities for the Mayor and Other Councillors. 
 
 
Guidelines  
 
Council acknowledges the value of Councillor attendance at conferences to enable 
them to be both knowledgeable and current on issues affecting the City of Ryde.  In 
order to ensure that attendance at Conferences is equitable, transparent and 
consistent, attendance will be limited as follows: 
 
1. Local Government Association Conference – the number of voting delegates 

plus one.  Details of the delegates and attendee to be determined by 
resolution of Council. 

 
2. Australian Local Government Association Conference. 
 
3. In addition, to 1 and 2 above, every Councillor is entitled to attend one 

conference in either NSW , Canberra, metropolitan Brisbane or metropolitan 
Melbourne.  The conference must directly relate to the business of Council.  
More than one Councillor may attend the same conference if Council resolves 
that this will be beneficial for both Council and the Councillors concerned. 

 
4. Within 2 months after the conference the attending Councillor must report to 

Council on the proceedings of the conference.  That report will be included in 
the Councillors Information Bulletin. 

 
5. No Councillor can attend a Conference without the prior approval of Council.  

Reports to Council are to include details of the Conference and an estimate of 
the associated costs including registration, transport and accommodation. 

 
6. Council may resolve that a Councillor can attend more than one conference 

per year but this determination will be dependant on budgetary constraints 
and with an emphasis on ensuring that all Councillors have equal access to 
conferences. 

 
7. Each year, as part of the review of the Policy on the Payment of Expenses 

and Provision of Facilities for the Mayor and Other Councillors, Council 
officers will provide a full report of expenditure and Conference attendance by 
Councillors. 

 
Councillor Attendance at Conferences guideline 

Owner: Governance Unit Accountability: Mayoral and Councillor 
support service  

Trim Reference: D10/77193 
Policy: Payment of Expenses and Provision 

of Facilities for the Mayor and other 
Councillors 

One Page only 
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