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12 NSW PARKING FINES REDUCTION 2019 

Report prepared by: Senior Coordinator - Ranger and Parking Services 
       File No.: GRP/15/1/8 - BP19/273  
 

 
REPORT SUMMARY 
 
At its meeting of 11 December 2018, Council resolved that a report be brought back 
for consideration, outlining the financial implications of opting in to reduce Level 2 
parking fines from $112 to $80.  
 
An overview of traffic and parking in the City of Ryde (CoR) highlights the significant 
number of non-resident workers, students and visitors that frequent the Ryde LGA on 
a daily basis and place a strain on road and parking infrastructure. Over 100,000 
non-residents, workers and students travel into the CoR most days. Council’s 
Resident Parking Schemes and Enforcement Programs are some of the measures 
Council has implemented to protect residential amenity, support local business by 
maintaining parking turnover in Town and Village Centres and supporting public 
safety. 
 
This report outlines the key information in relation to Council considering whether to 
opt-in to reduce certain parking fines as outlined by the NSW Government.  The 
response from Local Government NSW and NSROC Councils are outlined in this 
report.   
 
For the above reasons the suggestion to opt-in is not supported. Across the Sydney 
metropolitan region only four Councils to date have opted-in to the NSW Parking 
Fines reduction. 
 
 

RECOMMENDATION: 
 
(a) That Council not proceed with opting in to reduce level 2 penalty notices as 

suggested by the New South Wales Government.  
 
(b) That the General Manager write to the NSW Treasurer advising Council’s 

decision. 
 
 

ATTACHMENTS 
1  NSW Parking Fines - Council Opt-in Fact Sheet  
2  NSW Parking Fines - Council Opt-in Frequently Asked Questions  
3  NSW Councils Response NSW Parking Fines - Council Opt-in  
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Report Prepared By: 
 
David Ngeru 
Senior Coordinator - Ranger and Parking Services  
 
Report Approved By: 
 
Lindsay Godfrey 
Manager - Community and Ranger Services 
 
Angela Jones-Blayney 
Director - Customer and Community Services  
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Background 
 
Over the last four years, on average Council has issued  
infringements for level 2 parking offences with approx. 80% issued to non-residents.  
The proposed option to reduce level 2 fines from $112 to $80 could potentially 
encourage more workers and students commuting to Ryde to travel by car rather 
than utilising public transport. 
 

 
 

 
 

 
   

 
 

 
 

 
Legislative Changes 
 
In NSW, parking fines are set by the State Government.  
 
In 2018 the State Government reviewed all fines issued throughout New South Wales 
and announced in June 2018 that they will be reducing the cost of parking fines by 
25%. The reduction will affect 52 level 2 parking offences, reducing the current 
penalty from $112 to $80. These fines relate to parking offences, which do not impact 
road safety. 
 
On 1 July 2018 NSW authorities commenced issuing fines at the lowered rate of $80 
within areas they patrol including Sydney Olympic Park, Centennial Park, the Royal 
Botanic Gardens and Parramatta Park. In November 2018 the Roads Transport 
(General) Regulation 2013 was amended to allow Councils the opportunity to opt-in 
to the program to reduce parking penalty notices for the 52 level 2 parking offences.  
 
The NSW Government requested that Councils consider the decision and 
implications should they decide to ‘opt-in’ (see ATTACHMENT 1). 
 
There are a number of notification dates in 2019 when a Council can notify the NSW 
Treasurer whether they wish to opt-in.  The next notification date is 1 April 2019 with 
the lowered rate of $80 taking effect from 1 June 2019. 
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Response from Local Government 
 
Local Government New South Wales (LGNSW) has responded to the approach by 
the State Government to reduce parking fines by suggesting that local communities 
could be negatively impacted in a number of ways.  Firstly, it would reduce the 
amount of money collected from paid fines that is reinvested back into the community 
to improve road maintenance or other community initiatives. Secondly, it may 
encourage more drivers to commute via car rather than use public transport adding to 
traffic and parking congestion. 
 
Currently there are no Councils in the Northern Sydney Regional Organisation of 
Councils (NSROC) who have opted-in to reduce parking fines. Across NSW there 
have been 18 Councils that have opted in, comprising 14 regional councils and four 
(4) metropolitan Councils - including Blacktown City Council, Fairfield City Council, 
Liverpool City Council and The Hills Shire Council.  
 
ATTACHMENT 3 is a list of all Councils in NSW and their decision to either opt-in or 
opt-out.  
 
Discussion 
 
Traffic and Parking in the City of Ryde 
 
There are over 120,000 people who work or study in the CoR, consisting of 84,327 
workers and over 40,000 university and TAFE students. The majority of workers, 
67,872 (80.41%) are not local residents.  The vast majority of university and TAFE 
students are also non-residents. The main method of travel to work of workers into 
the Ryde LGA is by car (62.8%), followed by 19.9% who use public transport.  
 
The CoR now has the third largest number of non-resident workers of any LGA in 
NSW with the City of Sydney and Parramatta City having a larger influx of workers 
each day. In addition, CoR has a major University and TAFE which increases this 
intake of vehicles into the LGA most days of the week.  
 
The daily intake of both workers and students places enormous strain on local road 
and parking infrastructure. In addition, over the past 15 years, there has been a rise 
in the number of people visiting and working within the Macquarie Park Business Hub 
and studying at Macquarie University. 
 
The CoR also has a number of destinations that attract visitors from outside the local 
government area. This includes Eastwood which experiences a high number of 
people visiting who do not live in the area wishing to access specialty shopping. 
Eastwood CBD is parked out seven days a week with parking at a premium.  
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Council has responded to the high volumes of vehicles coming into the City of Ryde 
by implementing a range of parking solutions.  Over the past 15 years 9 permanent 
and 2 temporary Resident Parking Schemes have been established.  In addition, a 
parking enforcement program has been developed which aims to protect residential 
amenity, support local business, improve public safety (especially around schools), 
improve traffic flow and reduce congestion, to ensure access to available parking for 
residents and visitors. 
 
Analysis of Parking Infringements issued  
 
An analysis was carried out to determine how many of the 52 offences listed by the 
NSW Government were enforced by CoR which revealed that 14 of the 52 offences 
are currently enforced by CoR Rangers. Some of the offences listed, relate to coupon 
parking, phone pay parking and loading zone ticket parking to name a few. 
 
Infringement statistics from 2017/18 indicate 59.4% are related to level 2 offences 
throughout the City. 
 
An analysis of infringement notices issued by the CoR per annum reveals that 
approx. 80% of parking offences are committed by drivers who do not live in the 
Ryde LGA. Council staff have been seeking to clarify the estimated number of non-
resident infringements with a number of State Agencies.  Unfortunately, postcode 
data for yearly infringements totals  cannot be easily 
accessed. 
 
At the time of finalising this report staff therefore needed to rely upon on a range of 
secondary data sources to determine the figure as follows:  
 

 Series of workshops with the Ranger Parking team who work in the area every 
day. 

 Analysis of infringements by suburb. 

 Gathered statistics of postcodes from Drives24 database searches where 
infringement notices are posted to owners of vehicles. 

 Addresses of people attending Court last financial year. 
 
Potential Consequences of Opting in 
 
By reducing the fine amounts, there is the potential for some drivers to accept the risk 
of being fined.  For example, a commuter who might pay for parking at a rate of 
$100-125 per week may decide to park in a Residential Parking Zone and risk one 
fine a week on the basis that they would be in a better position compared to paying a 
weekly parking rate.  
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A reduction in parking fines could send the wrong message to commuters and 
students travelling into the CoR each day and encourage more vehicle travel rather 
than utilising public transport.  Traffic and parking congestion will continue to be a 
major challenge for the CoR particularly having both Macquarie Park and Macquarie 
University located in the LGA. Therefore, the implementation of reducing these fine 
categories would further exacerbate the problem.  
 
Council needs to continue to support measures that shift the current travel mode split 
away from vehicles to using public transport. 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
   

 
 

 
      

      

 
Options 
 
Option 1 – Do Not Opt In (Preferred Option) 
 
Due to the significant loss of future income this is the preferred option. Given that 
80% of level 2 fines are issued to non-residents there would be little benefit to CoR 
residents in reducing fines from $112 to $80. 
 
In addition, a reduction in fine amounts has the potential to encourage more non-
residents to drive to the employment and study centres of Macquarie Park and 
Macquarie University. This could lead to a worsening of the already congested traffic 
and parking conditions in many areas of the LGA.    
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Conclusion 
 
The CoR has a point of difference to other LGAs in Sydney in that it has significantly 
more non-resident workers and students travelling to the area most days of the week 
due to our major employment and study centres of Macquarie Park and Macquarie 
University. Council has historically issued  level 2 parking fines, of 
which approx. 80% have been non-residents. 
 
A decision to opt-in to the level 2 fine reduction in the CoR would not be in the 
community’s best interest.  This option could potentially send the wrong message to 
commuters and students travelling to Ryde by encouraging them to travel by car 
rather than to use public transport. This will increase the current traffic and parking 
congestion in many parts of the City of Ryde.  
 

 
 

 
  

 
Overall the offer by the State Government to reduce level 2 fines from $112 to $80 is 
not supported due to the significant negative impacts it would have on our local 
community. 
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Attachment 1 - NSW Parking Fines - Council Opt-in Fact Sheet  
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Attachment 1 - NSW Parking Fines - Council Opt-in Fact Sheet  
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Attachment 1 - NSW Parking Fines - Council Opt-in Fact Sheet  
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Attachment 2 - NSW Parking Fines - Council Opt-in Frequently Asked Questions  
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Attachment 2 - NSW Parking Fines - Council Opt-in Frequently Asked Questions  
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Attachment 3 - NSW Councils Response NSW Parking Fines - Council Opt-in  
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Attachment 3 - NSW Councils Response NSW Parking Fines - Council Opt-in  
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Attachment 3 - NSW Councils Response NSW Parking Fines - Council Opt-in  
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Attachment 3 - NSW Councils Response NSW Parking Fines - Council Opt-in  
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Attachment 3 - NSW Councils Response NSW Parking Fines - Council Opt-in  
 

 
  




