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MM8/20 COMMUNITY GARDEN AND STREET VERGE FRAMEWORK

POLICY - Mayor, Councillor Jerome Laxale
File Number: MYR/07/10/20 - BP20/958

Repeated community feedback has indicated that the enhancement and expansion of
local green spaces is a priority for residents of the City of Ryde.

Residents have advised Councillors on numerous occasions that they would like the
ability to establish community gardens, as well as undertake planting on their nearby
footpath verge.

Both these priorities are cost-effective, increase the amenity of the surrounding area
and build community spirit and engagement.

In addition, the practices increase the sustainability of our City and reflect the area’s
orchard and garden market heritage.

Current City of Ryde guidelines prohibit any planting on the footpath verge and the
establishment of a community garden is more difficult than it needs to be.

Many other Councils have streamlined their Community Garden frameworks to
facilitate greater community uptake and reduce the bureaucratic burden on residents.
Further, many Councils have created approval frameworks that allow residents to
undertake planting on their street verges while still maintaining pedestrian, vehicle
and utility access.

Relevant policies are attached to this report.

RECOMMENDATION:

That Council:-

(@) update the existing Community Garden Framework (2010) and instead, create a
dedicated community garden approval process with a view to simplifying the

creation of new community gardens on public or private land in the City of Ryde.

(b) create additional supporting documents that assist residents with the continued
management and technical knowledge of community gardens.

(c) create a draft Verge Gardening policy that enables residents to plant on the
verge, while maintaining pedestrian, vehicle and utility access.

(d) That in the above processes, staff review similar Council guidelines attached
and present draft policies to Council by August 2021.

Council, submitted on 22 September 2020.
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MM8/20 (continued)

ATTACHMENTS

1 City of Sydney Footpath Gardening Update

2 City of Sydney Community Gardening Guidelines
3 Woollahra Community Gardens Policy

4 Brisbane City Verge Garden Guidelines Update

Report Prepared By:

Grgfar

Councillor Jerome Laxale
Mayor

Council, submitted on 22 September 2020.
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Attachment 1 - City of Sydney Footpath Gardening Update
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MM8/20 (continued) ATTACHMENT 1

Attachment 1 - City of Sydney Footpath Gardening Update
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MM8/20 (continued)

Introduction

Fo

This policy applies to the City of Sydney Local Government
Area. The policy does not apply to the Central Sydney Area
as shown on the attached map (see Appendix 4} because
of high pedestrian activity.

This policy was adopted by the City of Sydney Council
(the Council) in February 2013, and consent was provided
by the NSW Division of Local Govemment in May 2013

Part 1 - Exempt from approval

Residents and businesses in the City of Sydney do

not need appraval to install planter boxes or carry out
gardening on a public fcotpath as long as they comply
with poficy cnteria. outlined in the footpath gardening
checklists. The criteria ensure any planter boxes of
gardening on public footpaths respects other uses

of the fcotpath and maintains access and amenity.

Residents who want to garden an the footpath will be
asked to sign and complete a checklist and subimd the
checklist to the City for record-keeping purposes

Part 2 - Review by City of Sydney representatives
Planter boxes or verge gardens that do not comply with

the checkiist criteria are not permitted to be installed.

The City's Operations team can provide advice 1o residents
and businesses abaut haw to ensure their footpath garden
meets the criteria and can also nspect a proposed site.
Once a planter box or verge garden is installed, the City
will monitor compliance and may issue clean-up notices

or removal orders it the garden is non-compliant or not
adequately maintained

ATTACHMENT 1

The Footpath Gardening Policy
(the Policy) allows residents
and businesses to put planter
boxes on the footpath and/or
carry out gardening on footpath
verges outside their properties
under certain conditions,

Part 3 - Othor mattors

Appendix 1~ How to request a shared zone
Appenix 2 - Dial before you dig service

Appendix 3
Appendix 4

Major street planter box types
Map showing policy exclusion zone

The policy encourages residents and businesses to
green local streets and footpaths, as long as the footpath
remains accessible for pedestrians and other users

People with limited vision usually use the building line

to help safely navigate the footpath, orientate themselves
and locate businesses and premises. People with Emited
mobility and with prams need sufficient space in which

to manceuvre. To ensure the path remains accessibie

to everyone, planter boxes on the footpath should be
pasitioned along the kerb line. with a sufficiant gap
between the planter box and the edge of the kerb

The planter box shouid aiso be placed away from sireet
furniture and underground service access lids.

Planter boxes may have to be moved to allow access

to utility service providers and the roads authority. In these
cases, residents or businesses will be required to help

the wtilty service providers to arange removal or temporary
storage and retum after the works have been completed.

The City reserves the right to remave or refocate arvy
planter box placed on the public footpath for any reason.

Sydney2000/

Attachment 1 - City of Sydney Footpath Gardening Update



® City of Ryde

Lifestyle and opportunity
@ your doorstep

Mayoral Minutes Page 6

MM8/20 (continued) ATTACHMENT 1

Creating
new gardens

Community gerdens

The City of Sydney is expanding the netwark of commu

nify

The City has an ongoing street upgrade program, and vill gardens which aflow local residents to meet and b e
take requests from the community to construct new nature inveived in producing organic food, herbs or native plants.
o an nublic fontnathe . . . E

strips on public footpaths Community gardens are non-profit. community-based

The City's footpaths have vanable site conditions which prises producing food primarily for member garde
need careful assessment to determine their suitability for They are community managed, multifunctional garden
es that can provide a wide range of enwironmental

landscape planting. Requests will be assessed individually s
faking inta account the foolpath's gradi soil, dranage social and economic benefits.

existing trees, access requirements and the locaticn of Community verge gardens may be established on the

underground services and utilities footpath verge. These are considered a type of community
fcy (2010) when

cal ressdents

s are favourable and funds are garden in the (¢
jracke the streetscape and instal they are managed ¢
uliation with re jons are jointly made

Where site co
ble, the
footpath gz
neighbouri

a

dens in dents and the and dec

¥j community Residents wantir

g to set up community gardens
referred to the City's Community Gardens Policy and

cemation provided on cur website.

Streets in Central Sydney and busy village shopping streets
have high levels of pedestrian and vehicle traffic. The City
these streets wath regular upgrades. street tree
pfanting programs and Living Colour displays

The City's Liv solour Program provides themed

fioral displays for six-1o-12 weeks in summer and spring,
aftractive focal points in civic spaces and main
village streets

Crea

These seasonal displays beautify busy streets which are
unsuitable for permanent landscaping or planter boxes

Sydney2000/

Attachment 1 - City of Sydney Footpath Gardening Update
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MM8/20 (continued) ATTACHMENT 1

The City celebrates the diversity
and character of our different
village areas, but also places

Footpath o

planter b0xes maintaining public footpaths

The palicy reguires that planter boxes placed on

. the {ootpath:
Ylantar boxes should contribute to the attractiveness P

of the street, but must also ensure pathways remain
accessible and safe

*Are located within the permissible area shown on the
map in Appendix 4

*Are located on the kerb line and allow a minimum
pedestrian clearance of 1.5 metres on residential streets
1.8 metres on major streets and 2 metres on shared paths:

Residents and businesses are allowed to install and
maintain planter baxes on the kerb side of the lcatpath
outside their properties as long as they meet the
requirements of this policy. Interested residents and
businesses will be provided with an information package
and a checklist which they must fill out and return to

«Da naot create access barriers or hazards for pedestrians,
road users including public transport, neighbouring
properties, public utilties, trees and services

the City. The checklists specify the minimum clearances +Do not damage the fooipath or property
and criteria for access and safety. *Are a minimum height of 0.5 metres to avoid creating

trip hazards for pedestrians and a maximum height of
1 metre to maintain clear lines of sight for pedestrians
and road users;

*Are a maximum length of 1.5 metres to avaid creating
access barriers to pedestians and road users

*Are of a contrasting colour with the ground and their
surrounds so they are visibly obvious during the day
and rught;

+Are stable, durable, free of protrusions, sharp edges
and spiky vegetation, and confinuous to the ground; and

+Are well maintained o ensure they remain safe, tidy and
atiractive. The City is not respoasible for the upkeep, repair
or replacement of planter boxes installed under this policy.
Clean-up notices or removal ceders may be issued to
owners of non-conforming planter boxes.,
Planter boxes are not suitable for foolpaths narrower than
2.8 metres. Foolpaths that are too narrow for pedestrians
such as in a laneway, require the creation of a Shared Zone
as described in Appendix 1 of this Policy. Planter boxes
may not be placed on traffic islands or blisters.

Sydney 20

Attachment 1 - City of Sydney Footpath Gardening Update
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MM8/20 (continued) ATTACHMENT 1

Crown Stread, Sarry Hille

Majer village streets and retail strips (listed befow) require
the use of a consistent planter box design which reflects
the character of the surrounding bu#t environment

William Street
Darlinghurst
{from Coflege Street to Darfinghurst Road)

Glebe Point Road Oxford Street

Glebe Daslingburst and Suery Hills

{Parramatta Road to Cook Street) (Wentwarth Avenue to South Dowling Street)
Harris Street Stanley Street

Pyrmant Darlinghurst

(Murray Street to the northern end;) (Yurong Sireet to Crown Street)

Union Street Victoria Street

Pyrmont Darlinghurst

(Burton Street, Darlinghurst, to McElhcne Steps,

(Harris Street to Murray Street)
Potts Paint}

King Stroot
Newdown Macleay Stroot
{City Road 1o Sydney Park Road, St Peters) Polts Point

. . (Wilkam Street to Challis Avenue)
Erskineville Road

Erskipaville Redfern Street
(Wilson Street to Swanston Sireet} Redfern

Crown Stroet (Chalmers Street to Regent Street)
urry Hilis Regent Street/Botany Road
eveland Street to Oxford Street) Redfern to Alexandria

(Redferm Street to Hendesson Road)

Broadway
Broadway
{from Railway Square to Glebe Point Road)

Sydney200a0!

Attachment 1 - City of Sydney Footpath Gardening Update
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MM8/20 (continued)

Road verges

Residents are allowed to plant and maintain nature

strips outside their properties as long as they meet the
requirements of this poficy and after submitting

a completed checklist to the City. Residents are not allowed
to plant in raingardens, which are designed to capture

and filter storm water. Residents should contact the

City of Sydney il they are unsure if the verge they intend

to garden is a raingarden.

The policy requires that footpath gardens:

» Ase located within the permissible area shown on the map
in Appendix 4:

*[a not create access barriers or hazards for pedestrians
road users including public transport, neighbouring
properties, public utilities and services

*Do not contain raised edges such as bricks or fences, tall
or spiky vegetation which may block sight lines or impede
people using the foctpath

* Are well maintained to ensure they remain sale, tidy
attractive, and do not cause runoff of water, soil or other
material, The City may take ¢ sibdity for verge gardens
that are unsafe or untidy. This may mean removing the
footpath garden; and

*Do not include the planting or pruning of trees or tree roots
Gardening is not permitted close to tree trunks or within tree
pits with grates, crushed granite, granite or porous paving
Residents may request the City of Sydney to enlarge tree
pits o allow gardening at such places.

ATTACHMENT 1

The City has high standards
for its streets and open spaces,
Well-maintained public spaces
and streets look better, provide
environmental benefits and
improve property values,

Sydney verge garden

Residents are encouraged o use native or water-wise
prants where possible. Where watering is needed, residents
should consider watering ptanters or road verges by hand
with collected raimwater or recycled water, Irigation systems
are not permitted. Water must not flow on to the public
footpath or into atreel drains. Mulch is recommended to
retain soil moisture. The City strongly encourages using
arganic procucts rather than synthetic fedilisers, pesticides
and other chemicals

Landscaped verges are on the public footway and

may ba used by pedesirians, pecple accessing vehicles,
or putting out waste bins for collection. The City takes
no responsibifity for damage to verge gardens or

their conterits,

Sydney2000]

Attachment 1 - City of Sydney Footpath Gardening Update
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MM8/20 (continued) ATTACHMENT 1

Safe
gardening

s and, where

ata scher

Health and safety precautions
the resideant or business. and those inter
gardening will be encouraged to consider bas
precautions, ncluding appropnate clothing. appropriate
2 use of tocls and sun protection

are the responsibiity of

S, must

lanter box or the

on of a footpath

All planting must be camed aut by hand with na The City will provide public liability insurance to persons
f : ¥ y will ¢

axcavation deeper than 30 centimetres. Mechanised who place a footpath p ( garden
toals and equipment are not pemmitted, Care should provided that they fully ly with this policy &

ke ta or other utilities may be at associated checklists, Hawever, the City's inde:

vory shallow depths not prevent a third party from m
owner for any injury, loss or d
box or tootpath gardens

23 drain pipe

Hesidents and busmesses are asked to contact

Dial Before You Dig paar to undertaking any digaing
Dial Betore You Dig
underground sesvice and ulilities. See Appendix 2
for maore infarmation

a free service for lox

sating

4

I s amportant 1hat lootpath gardeners confirm the
location of underground pipes and cables which carnry
vilal serwces such as water, electnolly, commumcations
and gas

here are many ncidents of damage to underground
services each year, caosting milkons of dollars. Most

C egidents’ salely and the safety of

others, 1 is important ta d damaging underground
pipes and cables, | :
Individuals or companies

action may be taken 151

Sydney 200y

Attachment 1 - City of Sydney Footpath Gardening Update
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MM8/20 (continued)

The policy

Ihe Fooly poticy) is a local
approvals policy, under section 158 of t
1993

1 Gardening Policy {the

Government Act 14

for residents and bus
wanting to place planter boxes on the footway

{an dn,.x.nv under category E(2) of the table in section
68 of the Act), and/or garden on footpaths outside
thewr properfies.,

Planter box structures and gardening activity on the
footpath that meet the requirerments of the footpath
gardening checklists are considered exempl development
ons of the Sydney Local Enveonmental Plan

1 50 do not require consent, in line with section

g and As

76 of the Envircnmental £

fan ament Act 1978

Planter-box structures and
footpath that comply wit
taken to have general a

ardening activity on the

e requirements of this policy are
roval from the City under section
138 of the Aoz This general approval is granted
with the concuir Joads and Maritime Services,
under section138. where a planter box is located on the
public footpath of a classified road.

s Act 1993

eNce 0

\1] ’p._,(’ the

1982, and the
y 2007-11.

This policy has been prepared to
X .

nwealth Dysabil

g

¢ Dhe

The (
the appropnate

City will educate the community regardinyg
e and plu ment of footpath planter
boxes and gardens. As a last resort, the City may
senalty infringement notices or issue orders under the
Local Government Act 1993, to cease any gardening activity
or remave any planter bax on the footpath that does not
comply with Ihxs policy

o

ATTACHMENT 1

The City will educate and
support the community

in the appropriate use

and placement of footpath
planter boxes and gardens.

City may also issue penally notices ur\:*ev the )
Wi C up natices under the £
Environment Operations Act 1997, where the plan h r box

3 not comply wah thés policy.

A~ 2
ACT T

of the

f gardening activity do

PI.’.H!P boxes placed by caiés, restaurants and
- on with their licensed footpath dining f
must comply with any associated icensing condi

by ‘-lxa;

Under the Loc
a local policy is aut
the NSW local ¢

omatically re vul-r-(! 1/ months 1‘1» 2|
ernment elec 3

omer service centres

1s~,'.*:nr~‘ Nsw.gov.au
sydney.nsw.gov.au

Fa)

Postal Address
City of Sydney
GPO Box 1581
Sydney NS 2001

Sydney 2000

Attachment 1 - City of Sydney Footpath Gardening Update
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MM8/20 (continued)

Appendix 1

A shared zone refers to a street section where pedestrians Current

hike users and vehicles sh
and cyclists must give way
Roads and Maritime Services

are

re the road spac

Residents
where footpaths ar
ed 1.5 metres clearar
shoukd contact the City to
a shared zone.

Mauritime
€ not widle enouk

‘Pﬁ(’ﬂiﬁ."

If a shared zone is pos

endorsement aof the L

sgible, the City must obtain the

ccal Padestrian, Cycling and Traffic

¢

Calming Commttee and the approval of Roads and
Maritime Services o create a shared zone.

WOorss

e the

am. Planter boxes can be in
shared zone has been implemented,

Sydney 2000/

* A shared zone
*The traffic
*A shared zone

changed in

volume is to be less than
road environment must be sig
arance fo distinguish it from a nomal 1c

*Speed zone age must be instalied by Roac

ATTACHMENT 1

-0

icies and guidefines require the following
and drivers critena to be met for a 10kmvh shared zone

should be less than 250 metres long,

) veh

s and

nce with

Attachment 1 - City of Sydney Footpath Gardening Update
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MM8/20 (continued) ATTACHMENT 1

Appendix 2

Dial Betore You Dig is & free referal senvice for information
about locating underground services and utilities

The owners of a service or utility respond by supplying
plans and information about their underground network
with aclvice ahout how to protect their assets during
excavation, or by advising their setvice is not near the
proposed worksite. This information is pravided within
two working days.

Why should residents or businesseos use the
service before excavation?

Dial Before You Dig provides important safety information
and also ensures gardeners avoid damaging underground
pipes and cables. Underground pipes and cables cary
vital services such as water, electricity, communications
and gas - damaging them can cause widespread
disruption. Digging into an electricity cable or gas pipe
with a misplaced stroke of a shovel can be a fatal mistake.
There are many incidents of damage fo underground
networks throughout Australia each year, casting millions
of doflars. Most of this damage results from unawareness
or disregard for the networks

Who should Dial Before they dig?

Anyone intending o dig in the footpath or read shauld
lodge an enquiry before starting.

Cost to obtain a location plan

Dial Belora You Dig Is a free service,

Type of information provided

Plans of underground senvices provide information about
its presence only - they do not pinpoint the exact location
of the cables and pipes. Digging should only be carried
oaut by hand er vath hand tools. Networks may not be
installed in & straight ine due to vanious obstacles. Several
small potholes may need 1o be dug manually to determine
the exact kocations of cables or pipes to avoid mishaps.

If residents or businesses use the sarvice and excavate,
are they still responsible for any damage caused?

All individuals have a duty of care when working near
underground piant. A vital component of that duty is
to Dial Betore You Dig before starting any excavation.
When observing this duty of care the following must
be considered

«lt is the excavator's responsibility to expose the
underground pipes and cables manually;

«Location plans provide an indicaticn of the presence
of underground plant only; they do not pinpoeint the
exact location; this is why manual exposure is required

«Utiiies may hold mdividuals and companies kable
for damage 1o their networks if negligent or careless
behaviour can be shown: and

«Utilities can provide engineering support and advice
where necessary.

Contact Information
Lodge an enquiry by calling 11 00 or visit 1100.com.au

Sydney20a0;

Attachment 1 - City of Sydney Footpath Gardening Update
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MM8/20 (continued) ATTACHMENT 1

Appendix 3

Granite-finish planter boxes — Oxford Street

Granite-finish planter boxes - Victoria Street, Potts Point

Sydney2000)

Attachment 1 - City of Sydney Footpath Gardening Update
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MM8/20 (continued) ATTACHMENT 1

Appendix 4

Sydney 200

Attachment 1 - City of Sydney Footpath Gardening Update
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MM8/20 (continued) ATTACHMENT 1

Attachment 1 - City of Sydney Footpath Gardening Update
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MM8/20 (continued) ATTACHMENT 2

Community Garden
Guidelines

A guide to assist groups to develop, implement
and maintain a successful community garden

February 2016

Attachment 2 - City of Sydney Community Gardening Guidelines
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MM8/20 (continued) ATTACHMENT 2

G,
©

—

-

-
T -

Attachment 2 - City of Sydney Community Gardening Guidelines
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MM8/20 (continued) ATTACHMENT 2

February 2016

Lord Mayor’'s message

organic

community and {08l

new gardens acs

155 the local government a

Wty Garden Gu

are embracing sustainable living in
the heart of the city and sharing the
experience with others. Our city's
community gardens are a great way
for people to work together to green
our city and grow their own produce.”

Lord Mayor Clover Moore

Sydney2030/

Attachment 2 - City of Sydney Community Gardening Guidelines
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MM8/20 (continued) ATTACHMENT 2

February 2016

Welcome

Community gardening is becoming more popular
worldwide .»,um the growing awareness of food security
and as a way 10 encowage a

1in the focal community. There ara hive essantial components for a successiul
commurity garden, which are summarised below and
expiained in more detail throughout the guidelines.

mponents of a successiul
community garden

e City's People. Your group will need pecple with a range of
cassiul community in gardening, admenigtration and communication, You wl
need the support of neighbours and the local community
0 8NSUre suCcess and minimise vandalism

Site. Y()u' site will need 1o be large enough for garden
d a tool shed. It should
by the communi 'v primarly for the na 'IIUC'L‘ s Hfl' X wmla"lc waler, and e
C'Odl \t"". of 1'\"(1 and to contribute ¢ ans and deliveries

urban environment, There are currently 2¢
the City of Sydney Local Governme
gardens, three foolpath verge garck
composting site. By ) ¢
City of Sydney promotes environmental education a
sustainable prw"uc'im' ol lood, and provides opporiunities
for social ¢ 0 walopment

SY Cess

ite will determine the sty

Style

The Clt, enc

of garden
garden

asponsibilities,

Promotion. Promoting your OJR.J’Ih ough open days or
sccial media will encourage mora people 10 get involved
and support your garden,

Sydney2030/

Attachment 2 - City of Sydney Community Gardening Guidelines
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MM8/20 (continued) ATTACHMENT 2

February 2016

Getting started

geta

of local supp
) YOur group

membe

Promoting the proposal

the prop ¢ IMRE

Creating & llyer lor a letterbox drop in the community

Doorknocking residents and visiting businasses
and cafes with the liyer; and

Put
1‘]!‘

Qa8 In shops, ibranes

the: flyer up on nol

C community centres.

The community meeting

ownde their co

elalls

yduce themse!
If possible
someone wh

and ensure t

-
|

Make sure that everyone
their view, even il they o

lunity to provide

Researching your garden project

One of t d OUt ¢ t

e of any

10 WO
rather t

it the progact

Let interes people Know how th

members ol the group

Setting up a committee
The City s
and exper Shol
committea. This grous

t0 ensure that respons

group of committad

Immends

Sydney2030/

Attachment 2 - City of Sydney Community Gardening Guidelines
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MM8/20 (continued)

Assessing the proposed site

A new garden group should undertake a defailed
assessment of the proposad site to ensure the location
s suitable for the needs of the garden project

When assessing the site you should consider the following

- Who awns the land? Is it Council's communily land?
Privately owned? Managed by a department?

- What community groups and businesses are nearby that
might support or partner (or object to} the project?

~Is the land near cther community facitties? Can it be
seen from nearby housas or shopping areas? |s there any
graffiti or vandakism in the area? Is lighting available?

- What other land use surrounds the site?

~What is the land currently used for? For example. it may
ba used as a shoricut by local residents, a place to dump
rubbish or for illegal activities, a children’s play or sport
area, or an off-leash area foe dogs. Wil the project conflict
with these uses?

-What plants are already on the site? Is it infested with
weeds? Are there trees that wili shade the garden?

- How much space do you require in overall area and how
much for garden beds?

-What is the land use zoning category? What does this
zoning allow or restrict?

- How does water move through the site? Does it soak in
quickly or cause waterlonging? Does it flood? Are there
existing water taps on site?

ATTACHMENT 2

February 2016

Does the site have underground services: electrcity,
water, telephone or sewerage?

—~What is the current surface cover? Js it grass, gravel,
paving or compacted earth?

—~What is the soil type and condition? What is the history of
the site? Is there a nisk of soil contamination? Is these any
asbeslos on site?

~How much sun does the site get? Does it receive more
than six hours of sunlight a day? Do any buildings or trees
block the sun?

What is the prevaiing wind direction? Is the wind likely to
affect plant growth? Do nearby bulldings or walls create
wind turbulence?

-What structures are already on the site? Consider
buildings, seating, shads, wais, fences, paving and
existing gardens.

Are there major roads nearby? ¥ so, are there barriers to
pollution and nose from traffic?

Size of the space

The space avallable will determine the type of garden and
the number of peopie that can be involved. Community
gardens can range i sze from small foolpath verges
involving around 15 people o large gardens containing
garden beds, composling systems, native beeas, pathways
and a loo! shed, with 25 or more people involved.

A guide to various sizé options based on growing space
and minmum number of members is provided below.

Recommended garden types by size of land and group

Large Medium Small

Size 1.000m* or more Arcund 400m’ Up to 100m*

Type of garden Community Community Cammurily or
lootpath verge

No. of members 40 or more 25 or mare 15 o more

Herbs, flowers, vegetables v v v

Miniature fruit trees v v

Accessible paths for wheelbarrows, v o v

prams, wheelchairs

Composting system v v s

Communal garden bed - forage o Z 7

for herbs

Bushtucker or biodiversity garden v v v

Tool shed 16m’ 70 i anv

Other Chickens, ducks, native Nastive bees and

bees and frog pond frog ponds

Attachment 2 - City of Sydney Community Gardening Guidelines
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MM8/20 (continued)

Choosing the garden type and model

There are several types of community gardens throughout
the city. Consider which of these is best suited to the size of
your project

Types of community gardens

Community gardens on City of Sydney community land
are self-managed by the community to grow fresh produce,
fiowers and native plants.

Community gardens on other land may consisi of

a mixture of plots and common areas. They are open to
residents of publc housing or private strata developments,
or in areas not managed by the City of Sydney. Exampies of
such gardens are those supparted by the Botarve Gardens
Trust and Housing NSW Community Greening programs

Footpath verge gardens are garden beds established
on the nature stnp adjoining the road and managed
cofectively by & group of lacal residents. See Footpath
Gardening Policy.
http://www.cityofsydney.nsw.gov.au/__data/assets/pdf_
file/0012/150051/6687_FA2_Footpath-Gardening-Update.pdf
School kitchen garden projects are defined as a
community garden when local residents from outside

the schoo! community can participate in the garden. The
garden may combina individual plols for residents with
communat garden bads thal the school manages and
uses for lessons on cookng, nutrition and the environment,
and to provide peoduce for the school canteen,

School kitchen gardens are not always set up

as community gardens due to perceived problems of
security. Groups can spectly different opening hours for
access by the public outside school hours, or members
can undergo a working with children check.

Rooftop gardens are established on butdings and
structures. These areas usually have less vandalism
but may be open to strong winds which can atfect plant
growth, For additional information

hitp.//www.cityofsydney.nsw.gov.au/__data/assets/
paf_tile/0010/200242/Green-Rools-and-Walls-Policy-
Impiementation-Plan-Adopted,pdf

Community composting systems consiat of a minimum of
three compost bins and a worm farm, located in an existing
community garden or in a park as a stand-alone project,

1o reduce waste going to landfill and encourage recycing
of food and garden scraps. For addtional information
http//www.cityofsydney.nsw.gov.au/__data/assets/pdf_
file/0007/206791/7848_Community-Composting-guidelines_
DE4.pdf

February 2016
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$1 Helons Community Garden - garden beda 450mm or fugher.

Organisation models

There are several organisational models operating within
thesa community gardens. Consider which of these is mast
suited to your project

Communal

This modeal can incorporate a large number of peaple
and assist members with limited knowledge or skills

in gardening. The garden is managed collectively,

with members deciding crops and rosters for garden
maintenance. The group meels cn harvest days to share
the produce and sometimes shares with the community.
Examples of communai gardens are the Ultimo garden
and James St Community Garden Resarve.

Combination communal and allotment

This combination of two models aliows members to
grow their own produce or learn from each other in the
communal garden.

Allotment

Each member has a garden bed or sectan foe growing
thewr own crops. The size of the area varies by garden but is
at least one square metre, Where agreed the crops can be
sharad on harvest days

Shared

This model builds capacity within the commanity. A small

number of members grow crops in planter boxes for their

own use and for the community 1o harvest. An exampie of
this is the Green Square Growers in Zetland,

Community garden bed

The City recommends that all community gardens have at
least one garden bed planted with herbs for the community
ta harvest. This encourages participation of the local
community and reduces vandabsm,
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MM8/20 (continued)

Choosing gardening methods
and design

Gardening methods

Consider the skill leve! of the group and the
possible reaction from the public when choasing
a gardening method

Raised soil garden beds are &t least 450mm above
ground to assist with accessibility and inhibit soil
contamination. They are filled with organic soil and
enriched with manures.

Wicking garden beds use a wicking system o draw water
from a resenvoir below the growing medium, allowing ptant
100l 10 access maisture when requived.

Permaculture promotes consciously designed landscapes
that mimic the relationships found in nature, while yielding a
food and energy for focal neads.

Permaculture food forest employs the features of the
forest to form an edible, resilient and perennial food system
wilh layers that include: canopy, sub-canopy. shrub,
herbaceous, groundcover, undergraund, vartical, aguatic
ant soil fungi.

Aquaponics combines aquacullure {rasing lish) and
hydroponics {the soil-iess growing of plants) 1o grow hish
and plants together in an integrated system.

No-dig garden uses fayers of newspapar, compost, straw,
luceme hay or manure above the ground as a bed or
plants, rather than planting them in soil.

Biodynamics works vath the ceganisms in the soil to
provide healthy and balanced nutrition in plants and food.

Garden design

The City recommends involving a professional landscape
architect in the design stage of a proposad community
garden. This person can lead the discussion in meetings
1o ensure that everyone's ideas are heard and the
resufting pian will be something that everyone can ‘own’
A professional design will be invaluable when the group
i lrying to explan the garden or ask for support, and wili
nspire mamoers and the community.

Considar the characteristics balow to help your group
develop design ideas for your gardan.

Aesthetics

Think about how the breader community will see the
garden. The overall look of the garden is important, not

anly tor attracting new membars but for ensuring good
relations with your nesghbours and the landovwner.

ATTACHMENT 2
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Ensure existing services are shown on the design (electrical
cables, water pipes, water taps and sewer) tor construction
and future use.

Low-waste

Maximise the opportunities on the site 1o recycle organic
waste by composting and worm-farming systems.

Integrated soil fertility management

Aim to grow the biomass (organic material) or green
manures you need for mulch, and incorporate legume
species that both produce biomass and fix rstregen

(an essential plant nutrient) in the sail for other plants to
utiise. Incorporate crop rotation so as not to exhaust the
sod nutrients and to help manage plant diseases.

Sustainability

Use recycled and local materials. Grow a varety of plants
for bicciversity and grow heirloom seed varieties $0 you
can collect the seeds from one year 10 praduce plants the
following season

Water management

Ensure there i access to water taps on the site and the
opportunity for water harvesting through rain water tanks.
Organic pest management and biodiversity

Consider a range of plants thal provide habitat for small
birds, frogs, bzards and predatory insects. Include sources
of water such as ponds and bird baths. Consider small
hives for native stingless bees to improve pollination of
produce crops and native plants,

The senses

Think about a garden that engages the senses, which

will enable your garden 10 ‘speak’ to a wider cross-section
of the community. Sensory features could include the scent
of lavender, the sound of gravel underfoot, the soft touch of
lamb’s ear and the taste of fresh beans off the vine.

Accessibility

Think aibout those with limited mobility. Incorporate

raised beds where possible and pathways wide enough
for paople, wheelbarrows, prams and wheelchairs o pass.
Garden beds should be narrow enough for gardeners o
reach the centre without strain or over reaching.

Salety

Maintain clear knes of sight and avoid creating encicsed
or hidden spacas. With safety in mind, spacas can still be
created for people seeking solitude, or 10 creaie a sense
of intrigue as the garden unfolds along a twisting path.
Incorporate saating to encourage paopie to spand time
in the garden. Provide public surveiance by reducing
the haight or thinning out fnust trees or produce crops. For
footpath verge gardens it is preferable to plant crops less
than one metre in height to maintain visibility near traffic.

Sydney2030; "o so ikl Connscted
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MM8/20 (continued) ATTACHMENT 2

2 Guideli February 2016

Examples of community gardens

James St Reserve Community Garden & on examgbs of & Comeunal ghiden Joanna O'Des Community Garden is an exampie of & garden with slcoments
where (he sntire garden is managed collactively and some shared sreas.

Sourke St Community Garden iz an example of combaned communal and Newlgwn Community Garden & an examgie of ailatrmgnt gridens
alotment gardens.

Sustainable Chippendale footpath is an example of a footpath verge garden. Green Gromurs Garden Zetlands is an example of a shared garden planter box.

Sydney2030/
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ATTACHMENT 2

February 2016

Checklist for 2 new community garden project

This checklist will assis! your group 1o deline the type of
garden you would like 1o have in your community.

What is the purpose of the community garden?
J 1o grow fresh produce crops
o 1o supplemant the food supply
< 10 socialise with your community
o 10 l@arn new skilis
< 1o foster food security
- to reduce food miles

Proposed site considerations

- located in a high density area

J safety and passive surveillance

J accessibiity for all users

J sunlight up to 6 hours a day

J size of the space fo accommadate needs
J water on site

J soil contamination

J multiple uses by the broader community

Size of area for a garden
J under 100m*

1 between 100 and 200m?
< between 180 and 400m*
J over 400m*

How many gardeners can participate in this project?
J 15 or more

J 25 or more

J 35 or more

J 45 or more

What type of garden

J community garden on Council land
< community garden on other land

J lootpath verge garden

J school kitchen garden project

J rooftop garden

J community composting system

Style of garden

< communal

4 combination of communal and allotment
4 allotment

- shared

< community garden bed

Landowner
J apply for approval

What features will the garden have?
'J garden beds
J accessible pathways
1 tool shed
J water taps
J compost and worm farm system
1 wheelchair access/garden bed
J community garden bed
J seating nearby
'3 biodiversity habitat
o frog pond
J native bees
A other

What types of plants will we grow?
I herbs

J flowers

'J vegetables

' bush tucker

J dwarf frult trees

'3 water plants

1 medicinal plants

J native bird habitat

- other

What skills and training does our group require?
J solls

J making compost

4 worm farming

'J crop rotation

1 organic gardening

d planting seasonal crops
o fruit trees

J native bees

1 biodiversity

1 grants and spansorship
'J health and safety

< team bullding

3 confiict resolution

'J group coordination

- other

How will we promote/educate/communicate with the
local community?

o demonstration and open days
A signage

J fiyers

J social media

Sydney2030/
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MM8/20 (continued) ATTACHMENT 2

Creating your management plan
and garden layout

Once you have selectad a site and compieted the
consullation, research and design phases you are ready
1o create a formal plan for your community garden
project, The management plan defines the overall vision
and objectives for the garden, describes the roles and
responsibilities of the group members, and how the
geoup will work together. The pltan demonstrates to the
tandowner and funding bodies that you have underiaken
an appropriate level of planning and research.

The garden kayout shows the main features of the garden
such as the placement of garden beds, access ways,
100! shed and composting systems. A detaded template
for developing a management plan is provided in the
appendox. You may not be able to fund the whole garden
at once but you can stage the project over time as in the
example provided below

Staging your garden project

Ensure you have enough in your budget 1o fund the basics
of Stage 1, which includes garden beds, paving, tools, soil
and plants.

Stage 1

- Review the relevant City policies and guidenes,
- Find a suitable site.

- Consult with the community.

- Talk 10 other community garden groups and
contact a mentor.

Establish a committad group.
Develop a management pian and garden layout plan.

- Apply and receive approval of your proposal from
the landowner.

- Apply and receive approval for grant funding

- Attend training courses and workshops.

Stage 2

- Construct garden and develop the garden group.

- Introduce garden members 1o the site

- Form a commiliee within the group

- Grow basic herbs and vagetables

- Develop a raster system for watering and composting.
- Organise monthly working bees and meetings.

Stage 3

~ Install rainwater tanks and pumps

- Instafl signage in the garden to educate the community.
- Implement grganic pest control and companion planting
- Review management plan and design iayout,

February 2016

Stage 4

- Monitor the garden and crops.
~Report on the group’s success

- Promote the group through a web page, blog or social
media page to recruil more members.

- Orgamse an Open Day and a demonstration site for the
community and participate in the bus tour.

- Review management plan and design layout.
Stage 5

- Develop and network with a local business to assist
with funding and sponsorship.

- Provide guided tours for school children and
other gardens

- Intraduce bush tucker, native bees or a frog pond.
- Grow advanced crops and incorporate dwarl fruit trees
-~ Raview management plan and design layout.

Ty

Jamos 5t Comanunity Garden concept design
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MM8/20 (continued)

Getting funding

To complete your management plan you will need to
develop a budget and consider where you will obtain the
necessary financia! rescurces.

The requirements for each garden will vary but most new
gardens may require 1o pay for the folloving:

- Coats of involving tha community {e.g. promotional
maiterial, mail-outs, local advertising, venues for meetings);

- Public liability insurance;

- Construction materials for garden beds, paving, water
taps, tool shed;

- Tools and equipment, 4. hand tools, wheelbarrows,
watering cans and hoses;

~ Matenals such as soil, manures, plants and muich;
-Combination fock for tool shed;
- Vandal-prooi fittings for waler taps:

- Rainwater tanks, inciuding cosis of fittings and
professional installation and solar water pump;

~ Engaging a professional landscape design consultant; and
- Engaging professional trades to construct the garden.,

Plan your tundraising efforts carelully, ensuring that the
money raised is worth the time and energy expanded.
Community gardens can raise funds through:

~Annual membership fees, which can be a consistent
incoma stream;

- Ratlies, with prizes donated by local businesses:

- Sponsorship, by local businesses of a section of
the garden,

- Grants, from the City or other bodies; and

- Donations, from local business for materials, plants,
soll or a too! shed.

Applying for grants and sponsorship

The City encourages groups to apply for grants or
sponsorship 1o assist with start-up costs, construction

or ongoing costs of new or existing gardens. Contact the
Community Gardens and Volunteer Coordinator prior 1o
applying for grants or sponsorship. The City can provide
advice on the process and suggestions for garden
materials and costing of items.

http-//www.cityofsydney.nsw.gov.au/community/
grants-and-sponsorships

ATTACHMENT 2
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The City's role

The City has adopted a community development
approach to communily gardens where gardening groups
manage the gardens themselves with the support of the
City and other partnering crganisations. The City intends
1o develop strong partnerships with garden groups and
sponsorfing agencies.

Supparting community gardens 10 be self-managed
helps the City achieve the Sydney 2030 Action 10.2.1.
‘fo maintain and extend rofes n decision-making and
in currént consultation, engagement, education and
information procedures’.

Principles for a community garden

To be supported by the City of Sydney communiy gardens
shouki embracs the following principles

- The garden must be open to the general community and
afiow the community 10 participate in the garden;

~The group should be incorporated of be covered by
public liability insurancs;

—The group must have interested local residents
partcipating, and support from neighbours in the
local community;

~ Group mambers must have the skills 1o organise,
manage and maintain a communily gardan group, or
have a mentor from an existing group to assést in their
garden management;

~The group must demonstrate the capacity to fund the
garden and the ongoing maintenance requirements of
the garden, which includes muliching. pest and weed
management;

—-The group must have approval by the fandaowner to
develop and construct the community garden on thes
land and develop a management péan and design layout
of the garden; and

The project must be a long-term community initiative
The group must have at least 25 people for a community
garden and 15 for a footpath verge or community
comEOasling roup.
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Assistance

The City will provide servic
garden groups such as

Advice and materials

S 10 support community

The City will

Previde advice, support and cagomg Communic;
with garden coordinators and members

Help new and established community gardens to develop
rden managemsnt plans and desgn layouts, and

oblan grants and resources; and

L,

Prewvide suppen to establish community comgposting

\ay be able to donate a limited supply of

such as mulch and manures when available
Education and training

The Cnf:{ will

- Deliver workshops and training on an as-needs basis

- Provide online resources through the City's website; and

Previde an annual bus tour for gardeners to network and
laarn from ather gardeners throughaut the city

A number of educational worksheps are offered by ti )
Gardeners are encouraged 1o attend workshops provided
ty the City's Green Villages and the Green Living Cantre.

Support

The City wil

Connect local gardens and gardeners to each oth
to help busd hips and encourage sharing of
information and exgeriences;

Ada Place community composting - example of Sgns

Lizse with Sydney Community Gardens Nstwork, the
Austrakan City Farms, Community Gardens Network and
the Sydney Feod Fairmess Alliance;

Promote community gardens through the C
media releases, publications and events: and
Facilitate garden me 3s when needed and community

engagement processes.

ebsite

Sydney2030/
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Creating a
self-managed garden

A
3.
e

Constructing the garden Take pholos through this phase lo document the progress
of your garden. T s g great time 1o organise a meeling

Onee vo aup anneoval landecane desion 2 . .

Once you have approval, landscape design and with the group members to discuss the ne

funding y nmence constructon of the garden. planting crops and mulching, and to finalise details of how
Ay A to emnlov cualibed tradesneanie i« e
You wil naed to employ qualihed tradespeople for thie your group will functicn such

lake lime and require

on of construchon ¢ 5, quotas and timeframas
y gardeners are coverad under the City's the g
mmunity engagement ir
ed 10 use power 10¢

- Devising rosters for spe ks, ©.g. waierng

- Starting a garden diary or logbook for recording member

or machinery activ and hours

The City encowrages recyciing and use of sustainable — Allacating
products where possible eg

xonsibilites,

Creating work

6.G. promoalion Or events; & nd

Planning regular working bees and social aclivities

Sydney2030/
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MM8/20 (continued)

Maintaining the garden

Once the garden has been pianted and crops are starting
10 grow you need ta maintan it in an attraclive, sate and
funclional state, A wall-maintained and well-presented
garden promotes the community gardens network and
reduces the risk of vandasism and damage. Your garden
mus? be kept ciean and tidy, regularly weeded and free

of damage to facilities

Some gardens may appear unkempt due to the

garden methodalogy, such as permaculture which is

a self-sustaining ecosystem garden. These gardens stidl
raquire weeding, maintenance and safety for all those
using them.

Maintenanca should consider the look of the garden
10 ensure:

Overhanging plants do not grow across the patmvays,
- Plants do not decrease the width of the pathways
- Rubbigh and litter is removed by garden members;
- Tools and malerials ars stored safely;

- Produce plants are trimmed to allow access and
remove disease; and

~Garden beds are mamntained with pest and weed
management.

Community gardens must not be used for storage
of personal items such as garden fumiture, pot plants
or BBQs.

If planning any changes or madifications within the
garden you should seek the approval of tha landowner.
Any unapproved facitias or gardens that are not
mantainad to the required standard may be removed
at the City's discretion.

ATTACHMENT 2
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Organic gardening

The City encourages community gardens fo be organic
and cherrecal free, We recommend a combination of
cultural practces such as growing seasonal crops, crop
rotation and other techniques. To reduce pest and disease
problems from occurring before using organic sprays on
the pest or plant,

Natural pesticides, such as pyrethrum or 1ea tree oil axtracts,
are subject to the same control as synthetic pesticides.
Gardenears using eco oils should read the safety data shest
and sign a record of gardeners using the spray.

Approved organic sprays and the requirements for using
these sprays are listed under the City's public #ability
insurance. Community gardeners are required 10 print out
the safety data sheet, and sign a form confieming they have
read the mnformation and will use the orgamc spray safely.
The signed form showing the users of the organic sprays
shouid be forwarded to the City. The garden members
must be 18 years and over to use the sprays. Using these
sprays should also coincide with the pesticide spray
application schedule plan for your area.

Organic sprays include:

- Eco oif;

- Pyrethrum;

~Garlic and chifii sprays;

- Vinegar spray

- Eco fungicide; and

-~ Beat-A-Bug.

Gardeners need to be aware of tha City's peslicide use

notification plan which enables residents to avoid or
minimise contact with the organic sprays.

hitp://www._cityofsydney.nsw.gov.au/council/our-
responsibilities/permits-and-notifications/pesticide-
notification-plan

Community garden groups can register ther garden to

be on the Pesticide Notification Plan: Sensitive Site and
Hotspot Register. The City will contact its staff and approved
contraciors will then be advised to avod spraying on the
footpath directly in front of the garden. This wid provide your
garden vith a 2-metre bufler zona from the park. Contrals
already in place will reduce the risk of spray drift.

Attachment 2 - City of Sydney Community Gardening Guidelines



® City of Ryde
Lifestyle and opportunity
@ your doorstep

Mayoral Minutes Page 32

MM8/20 (continued)

Biodiversity in a community garden

We live in a large city that connecls lving systems
(plants, armmats), tha built environment and the nalural
physical world (rocks, sireams). The health of this natural
and man-made enveonment is vital for our own health
and welbeing, and refies on biodiversity,

What is biodiversity?
‘Biodversity i the foundation of ecosystem services

to which human well-being is intimately linked”
- Millennium Ecosystem Assessment, 2005,

A commaon measure of biodwversity is the number of
species in a given area. A heaithy, complex and biodiverse
environment is the basis of human health and wellbeing,
and economic prosperity.

In cities, biodiversity provides the following
‘ecosystem services'. It:

~Improves air quality - ensuring treathable ar,
- Purfties vater - ensuring potable water;

- Controls stormmwvater runoff — reducing poliutants going
into rivers and cceans;

- Mantains healtiyy and fertile soil;

Supports a healthy urban climate -~ minimising urban
heat; and

Recycles wastas.
Creating habitat for local wildlife and enhancing biodiversity

in urban areas will contribute to making gardens heaithéer
and increase our urban bicdiversity.

ATTACHMENT 2
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‘Biodiversity is the
foundation of
ecosystem services
to which human
well-being is
intimately linked.’

Frog ponds and water gardens

Water features are a great way 0 increase biodiversity and
o grow water produce plants such as chesinuts. All ponds
must have a strong mesh cover to prevent chidean falling
into the water.

Native bees

The inclusion of native bees in a garden will assist with
poEnation and increase seed producticn, Nalive bees
are quite small and are ideal for native plant pollination
The City recommends the Trigona species to community
gardens in public areas

Exotic bees

Exotic bees are a risk to people who have an allergy. Not
all people are aware of this allergy. The City recommends
stingless native bees.

Trees in a community garden

The city's trees are valuabie assets that provide numerous
ernvironmental, socal, economic and aesthetic banetits.

Apparently harmless actions can compromise the heailth
and stabdity of rees. The following activities and works
must not take place within the dnp 2one of treas {(extent of

canopy spresd):
- Soil cut o ill inciuding excavation and trenching;
Soll cuitivation, disturbance or compaction; and
- Stockpiling, storage or mixing of materials.
It excavation = required for any reason, consuilt with the

City's Tree Management Team through the Community
Gardens and Volunteer Coordinator.

Do not place material such as wire, nails or signage in or
around the trunks of trees,
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Avoid placing any
ree. Any item

N o structure withen the drip zone of
lure t 1 of
uples

waler and

Pruning or removal

Street and park trees:
d and managed hy Cour
aved or prune C
10 remo ',.n or prune t
the City's Customer Servic

vat pets in a gar
0N and res

The City re en are urk

of a comp
chainorig

and parks are
uld nol be

Dy an ad

Pet cwners have a
f thesr anim

e Centre

Council- ovmed propemes The remaval or pruning
of 1re 0 on Council-owr ‘ri property

) requires an application

'L“ihrr than p
anx t
Pr e’uc‘val on O'de'

The City wi
N commuty
Privately owned trees *'m removal or pruning of the birds wil
frees (branches or < lufx;.\' an

JguL’.i' wentir

» D srvalion -
Tru reservation rs will not be

i must not ¢z

availabie on the City's website at

Further informatio
hitp:/www.cityofsydney.nsw.gov.au/__data/assets/pdf_

file/0009/123993/Application-to-Prune-or-Remove-a-Tree-on-
Private-Land.pdf G

s and not

ynment Act 199

James St Reserve community garden - native hee hatytat holels

Sydney2030
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MM8/20 (continued)
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Waterloo Eslate community garden — massic ant

Art in a community garden

The City encourages community gardens to display
Creative art pieces. If you wish to have permanent

or temporary artworks in your garden these need to

be included in the management plan and design layoaut,
and approved by the City 10 ensure safety and comphance
with the City Public Art Policy. Arl displays may not be
approved, of may be removed if they are considared a risk
could be used as a mussdg Or could cause a nusance 1o
the community.
http://www.cityofsydney.nsw.gov.au/explore/arts-and-culture/
public-art

Managing community gardeners

Community gardens need the assistance of interesled
community members who are willing to donate their time
and effort towards the project. Community gardenars
may wish to make a difference in the community, learn
new skills or make new connections. Your group will need

ATTACHMENT 2
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a person to coordinate the activities of gardeners, and
procasses for training them.

Community garden coordinator

The City recommends that all groups have a
community garden coordinator gosition within the
greup. This is the main contact person for group
members and the community, and the liaison parson
between the landowner and the City.

The parson in thes position requires strong interpersenal
skills to maintain gardenars’ invohvement in the long term,
as well as skills in communication, e.g. listening, problem
solving, decision-making. Other skills like leadership,
project organisation and ahility 1o work with a diverse
range of people are important. Contact details of the
coordinator should te widely publicised.

Induction for new community gardeners

Having a process to welcome new gardeners will
encourage their participation and make them valuabie
members of the group. A garden induction process is
essential o ensure that all new gardeners are aware of:

- The vision for the garden and the aims of the project;
The names and positions of other members

~Their rights and responsibilities in the garden

—Health and safety protocols, and risks;

- Traiming and learming opportunities: and

-The value of their contribution.

Training for garden members

Community garden members should be encouraged

to attend workshops 10 enhance thewr skils. A garden with
multiskiied members will make it easier 1o work together.
Enceurage skited members Lo share their expertise and
knowledge. Your group should have skills or knowledge in
the following

—Healthy and salety prolocols
—The local area, networks and community orgamisations;

Gardening including pest and disease identification and
control methads

-Administration. budgeting and financial management
~ Communication and computing:

—Leadership and group facilitation

- Grant applications, promaotion and marketing: and

— Research and writing, reporting and monitonng.
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Community gardener activities and recognition

Organised activities can help build friendships among your
team of gardeners through

Socialising in the garden to gel to know each other, share
skills, ideas nformaton and buid friendshps

Celebrating milestones such as the dale your garden
was approved, completion of consinuction, seasonal crop
harvests, or member birthdays

Sharing meals by cooking and eating togather with
B2Qs, penics, morning teas, unches, and fo share or
swap produce

Recognising the work of gardeners through a simpie
thank you or perhaps & cartificate, morning tea or small gift
10 show appreciation for individuals who have put in a ot
more effort to ensure the garden is working well

Retaining members is about matching their skilis with &

role that makes them feel valued and appreciated vathin the
group. Take the tme to get 1o know the gardeners and find
out about their skills and experience

ATTACHMENT 2
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Employment programs

Community gardens can develop work-skills programs

for the unemployed. These can buidd confidence,

skills and motivation in participants whee they provide
significant assistance in the garden. Participants should

be afforded the same respect and opportunities as other
gardeners, and encouraged to participate in traineng, social
events and decision-making. If consdenng a work-skills
program it 1s advisable to get advice and assistance

as there are adminisirative, coardination and linancial
responsibilities irvolved

Corporate groups

Corporate groups usually request a one-day project fer 10
to 20 pecple. A corporate group can assist in a major task
that could take a garden group a month to complete, such
as maving sof or muich to fill garden beds.,

Sydney2030/
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Managing communication

A self-managed garden needs an afficient communication
system to ensure that all members have the opportunity
1o share their ideas, issues or success stories.
Communication metheds include:

~ Noticeboards for listing events, working bees and
special events;

- Newsletters, emails or minutes of group meetings;

- A garden record or diary to shaw member details,
tasks and times

- Social meadia discussion; and
- Phona calls or lext messages.

The City recommends that all community garden groups
develop an information flyer, website or social media page
10 explain the overall vision for their garden.

Group meetings

Regular meeatings provide members with opportundies
{0 discuss what is happening in the garden, theair
achievernents and concerns, and news about completed
projects. Mesting minutes shouid be distributed to all
members to kaep them informed

An annual meeting can plan events for the year

ahead including training workshops and harvest days.
It is also an opportunity for the group to review the
management plan and a great opportunity 1o celebrate
the year's achievements.

The City recommends that garden groups make their
decisions democratically and transparently to ensure all
members have their say.

Networking

Links with other community gardens are an smportant
means of increasing your skills, as well as your access
1o funding and resources. As your garden develops it
will become a great example of sustainable living. Other
arganisations may want to visit your garden for fieid trips,
practical activities or workshops

Encouraging involvement and a sense of ownership within
the local community will minimise probems of vandalism.
Weicome and engage those who might be potential

vandals and awoid excluding anyone. Even non-gardeners
can still enjoy the space for relaxation or social interaction.

ATTACHMENT 2
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Open days/demonstration days/special events

Events are a great way to invoive iocal residents,
businesses and the broader community in the garden
They assist with socialising, networking and helping to
reduce conflict, and promote the growing and eating of
healthy fresh food.

There are a variety of events that can occur in the garden.
Groups with gardens on Council fand can hold

- A "pop in" event that provides a cup of tea and 2 biscuit.

- A formal event that includes amplified music. catered food
and temporary structures. This will require City approval.

Additional public liability insurance may be required.

The City may be able to assist with resources for
your event,

http://www.cityofsydney.nsw.gov.au/__data/assets/pdf_
file/0003/235830/ Event-Guidelines-V2.3.pdf

hitp://www.cityolsydney.nsw.gov.au/__data/assets/paf_
file/0017/112058/EventApplication.pdf

Catering or food stalls at the event must comply with

the City's temporary food stall requiremants, Additional
insurance may be needed for food stalls, music and the
larger than usual number of people attending the event. A
risk management pfan will must be submitted for approval
prior to the event,

http://www.cityolsydney.nsw.gov.au/business/regulations’
food-and-drink-businesses/temporary-food-stalls

Where community gardens are established on Council
land, the City retains the right to use the garden as a
demenstration site for community education activities such
as towrs and workshops.,

Signs in a community garden are a way 1o communicate
to other gardeners and the local community. The City can
provide signage which featwres a blackboard to promote
working bees, harvest days or good news stories.

We recommend signs for tha compost systems [Compost
bins and worm farm) 1o advise gardeners what can be
placad in the systems and what should not be included.
These could be in several languages and illustrated,
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Media The City's website

Al ime ly re

a story on a commun
S 1O partCipat

wnity can &

en
advise
ordinator

alor or

Social media

confact delads

The City of Sydney logo

< d information through onhine networks, Ay of Sydney log wst be made
and to communicate with others i 4 3 he artwork, prior to usmg it on
r garden.
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Managing
a community garden

P
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Community gardens
should be managed by You shoud maintcin your garden 50 that he health and
the community in a way affeciec,In pasficuier, yous Qerden GroUp Shouk:

that takes the needs of all -Maintain sffective relationshi
stakeholders into account. ot gordr ‘

r gardeness

with the surrounding
anisations and

Comply with the City's policies, guidelines, procedures
and code of conduct

- Maintain the garden and facilities 1o minimise risks for
gardeners and vistors

Inciude health and safety protocois in induction processes

Wash afl produce belore eating or Cooking

Sydney2030/
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— Not use machinery, power 1oois or synthetic chemicals;
- Control weeds and pests using organic methads;

- Stlore matarials safely so they do not create an
unpieasant ervwonment;

- Maintain clear access paths with no trip hazards,

- Not discriminate due to differences in race, culture
or sexuality;

- Communicate regutarly with the City and/or other
landovmers and stakeholders;

- Employ democratic, transparent and inclusive
dacision-making;

- Ensure that any water leaving the garden is not
contaminated by sediment, fertiliser, manure or
axcessive organic matter that might pollute waterways,

~ Ensure noise levels within the garden are not disturbing
to neighbours

- Ensure compost, werm-larming systems and fertdsers
do not 1o attract vermin, cockroaches or produce
unpigasant odowrs,

~ Maintain rainwater harvesting systems to ensure water
is of a high quality; and

- Welcome visitors to the garden, and ensure members
of the public can access the community garden during
daylight hours.

Rights of community gardeners
Community gardeners have the right Lo

- Develop their own internal policies, rules, organisational
procedures and management plans, providing they haise
with and get support from the landowner; and also ensure
their policies comply with City’s poscies;

- Be consulted about any decision that may affect the
project and be advised by the Cily in a timely manner
of any policy changes that allact them;

- Be treated with respac! by other gardeners, local
residents and parinering organisations; and

~ Negotiate a secure and reasonable agresment with
the landowner.

ATTACHMENT 2
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Insurance and risk management

Your group should be aware of the risks associated

with undertaking a community gardan project with public
access. Each group has a duty of care 1o the people who
wisit the garden areas so a minimum of $10 million of pubiic
liabiiity insurance is requirad. Small community groups
with limeted funds for this insurance could consider the
fellowing options.

1. The City's community engagement insurance policy may
be extended to cover a garden on Council land where an
extensive nsk management process has been undertaken
(the City's nsurance policy does not automatically cover
community gardens locased on Council land).

This policy provides $10 milion public liability
insurance cover.

- This policy will not cover use of machinery or power
100Is or synthetic chemvicals excep! organic sprays
approved for use Dy commundy gardeners.

~ This policy will not cover groups who sell their produce
or parlicipate in any of! site activity or fundraising effort.

- if a group is approved for covar under this policy it will
be a namead insured and responsible for payment of
the policy excess (currently 3500) in the event i makes
aclaim,

2. The group can bacome an incorporated association
through the NSW Department of Fair Trading and
manage their awn insuranca.

3. The group may be auspiced by another organisation
or agency, such as a neighbourhood centre, and be
covered by their insurance.

4. A group of community gardens with simdar obfectives
might obtain insurance together.

Incorporation of the garden group

The City encourages community garden groups to have
a clear and identified legal structure. Your group can
apply to NSW Fair Trading to become an incorporated
association. This will give the group some fiexibility in the
management of funds and enabie you to open a bank
account, obtain pubtiic kability insurance cover and apply
for government grants.
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Health and safety obligations

The City recognises the significant contribution made by
community gardeners vathin our community, and has an
cbligation to ensure they are provided with a healthy and
safe workplace {community garden) and 10 ensure they are
aware of their work health and safely responsibilities.

The City's respons:béities involve discussing the foflowing
matiers with community garden groups:

- Induction procedures;,
-~ Awareness of documents, €.g. code of conduct
- Parsonal protective equipment,

- Salety data sheats about sprays and hazardous
substances;

- Risk assessment of the garden or site;

~Information, instruction and traning in safe work methods;

- Tool maintenance; and
~Hazard, accident and incident reporting.

Gardeners are required to be aware of the risks that may
affect their heath, safety or welfare in the workplace
{community garden) and act in a way that deas not put
themselves or others at risk. Your garden group needs to
provide the foliowing information to new garden members

- Introduction to other garden members;

- Awareness of the Community Gardan Policy and garden
group rules

- Reguirements of being a gardener on site;

—Location of facilities such as first-aid kit, storage shed,
toilets and noticeboard;

- Emergancy and aevacuation proceduras, and

- Methods for communication with garden members.

Financial support for
community gardens

Funding is essential for the success of any community
garden project. Your group should aim for long-term
financial sustainability so that you are not dependent
on unreliable sources of funding, such as granls

or sponsorship.

The City will support the development of community
gardens through its grants and spensorships programs.
The grant will be provided once the Community Garden
and Volunteer Coordinator has approved the group's grant
application, management ptan and design.
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The City will also consider providing funding for

~Urgent repair of items that pose a significant safety
risk. This will be maindy for community gardens on
Council-cwned land;

- Pubiic signage and educational materials for the
community garden; and

- A limited supply of mulch, manure, soil and plants.

Funding for all these iterns will depend upon budget
constraints and demand. For more information on the City's
grants programs visit:

http://www.cityofsydney.nsw.gov.au/community/grants-and-
sponsorships/community-grants-sponsorships/community-
matching-grants

Resolving conflicts and complaints

Your garden group should promate an environmeant

that is folerant and caring, If a confiict arigses the group
should take steps immediately to resolve tha issue by
communicating respectfully with those involved and
engaging the assistance of a mediator where appropriate.

The City recommends that your management plan containg
a gardener's agreement that all members agree 10 follow.
The agreement should include expected behaviour on site,
the management of shared garden areas and plots, and a
conflict resolution process

Community gardeners must also be aware of the City's
Bully and Harassment Pokcy, Code of Conduct and Egual
Opgportunity Principles.

Using gardens as demonstration sites

The Cily's vision is ta promole the development of
community gardens as demonstration sites for sustainable
living that, through careful design and management,

can be utilised for educational and community activities

To demonstrate sustainability test practice, community
garden groups are encouraged 1o include outdoor kearning,
performance and meeting spaces. nterprelive signage:
and 1o use recycled matanals and practice water-efficiant
and organic gardening. Council also encourages groups 1o
participate in the educational garden bus four.

Garden inspections

The City carries out inspections of community gardens
throughout the local area. New gardens have random
inspections for a tnal period of 6 to 12 months. Existing
gardens are assessed throughout the year,

The garden facilities are assessed on their condition from
the highest at excellent condition through to the lowast at
non-compkant.

Sydney203077 05 Tioal Coancted
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The City will look for a well mantained, loved and cared for
garden as this shows a high participation level and a group
of gardeners working well together.

A well maintained garden includes

-~ Pathways ~ clear of debris, no trip hazards, weeded and
accessible for all users,

~ Garden beds - safe, without sharp edges and splinter free;
- Fences - sale, working and clear of debas and vegetation:

- Vegetation - crops have mmimal pests and diseases, are
weeded, and not shading other garden plots;

- Materials — 10 be lookad after andd kept lidy:
- Tool shed — crganised and tidy with clear access:
- Water tanks

- Existing trees ~ clear of material around base,
branches and trunk;

in working order;

- Composting systems — well maintained, free of pests
and odours,

- Stakes - to be installed in garden beds and to have cross
bars fiush with paost to avoid injury to passers-by, and

- Signage - iree of graffai

Sustaining your garden and group
Measures of the success of your garden

The City wouid like alf the community gardens o be
successful and self-managed for a kong time. Thinking
about keng-term goals provides an opportunity for the
group 1o assess how it has evalved.

Success can be measused by considenng:
-~ When did the group start?

- How long has the group been gardening or composling
on the site?

- Has the group achieved the aims and objectives of
the projeci?

~What skilis and knowiedge have been learmt?
- How popular is the garden in the community?
- Has your garden received awards or media attention?

- Does your garden have sustainabie innovabtions and re-
use and recycle materals?

~ How many garden members do you have compared to
when you started?

-~ How many hours of gardening work has the group
compleled each year?

- How many people have visited or contacied the garden to
join or 10 ask questions?

—How much fresh, healthy and organic produce does the
group produce for consumgtion?

- Does the garden look great and s it maintained to
minimise weeds, pests and diseases?

~Is there minimal confiict within the garden group and with
local residents ?

- How many garden tours, open days or demonstration
days are provided to the community throughout the year?

- Does the garden group have its own social media
accounts to share information and ideas?

—How much publicity, media or acknowfedgement of your
garden has been provided throughout the city?
Record keeping

Keeping accurate records can help to showcasa your
group's progress and measure the success of your garden.
Records may also be reguired by the landowner or to show
how grant funcking was spent, Groups can keep a garden
diary or have a record sheet on their noticeboard to record
the progress of the garden on a daily basis, which can be
used in future grant appiications or for the landowner. For
gardens on Councd land the City requires the following
information to coincida with the annual public fiability and
management plan review.

—Number of active members:

~ Number of people in the communty who support
the garcen;

- Number of gardening hours;

~Amount of preduce grown;

~ Amount of funding received;

—-Amount of waste recycled in a compost system;

- Amount of promation and media about your garden

- Phatographs of your gardeners, events, garden
or produce; and

- Good news stores,
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Establishing a
garden

communi
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on Council land

In ordar for the City to consider supporting the
development of a new community garden, applicants
will need 1o enswre they address the City's principies
for a community garden (see page 12). For gardens
on Ciy-owned or controlled land, applicants will need
to address the site seleclion criteria and precedure for
starting a new communily garden cutlined below.

The first steps in this procedure inciude establishing a
community garden group, conducting an assessment of
potential sites and discussing the proposal with the Cay
lo identify any possible issues

Once a peelerred site has been established. applicants

will need to contact the City's Community Garden and
Volunteer Coordmaior to assess the site. Once the sita is
approved the group can submit a completed management
plan and design for the proposed garden, if the application
is supported, then the City will crganise community
consuitation with locai residents and work with the
community garden group 10 address any Concerns.

The proposed garden information will then go te a Council
meeting for approval. Oncea approved the group can apply
for grants to fund the conslruction of the garden

Sydney2030/"
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Procedure for starting a new community garden on Council land

The limeframe to establish a community garden on Council land may vary. it can take 12 months to obtain
approvals as community consuitation and endorsement through a Council committee meeting are required,

The group’s managament plan should be reviewed and approved by the landowner or Council.

10.

1. Idea

( 2. Contact

Applicants would like to develop 3 community garden.

Applicants contact the City's Community
Gardens and Volunteer Coordinator.

v

3. Assess

\.

Applicants and the City assess sites for
a potential community garden. The site

is assessed for compliance with the sie
selection criteria

v

f4. Plan

Applicants talk to residants to gauge
interest and support. Applicants organise
& committee group arxd develop a
management plan and design.

/5. Consult

The City undertakes community consultation
for the proposal. The City considers
feedback and works with the group to
address concems. If there is oppesition, the
City may consider alternative sites.

v

(6. Apply

-

If the proposed garden is supported by the
community, the application, including the
management plan and garden design, goes
to a Council meeting for approval.

v

( 7. Approve

S

City stal! meal with the group 1o develop
written agreements for the garden.

S

\ 2

{ 8. Build

.

vy

Once all documents have been approved
by the City, the group may apply for grants
to fund corstruction. The City may help
coordinate a contractor to build the garden.

\

\ 2

’rg. Induct

.

The City organises a site meeting with the
group to discuss reporting, monitoring,
maintenance and salety requirements,

e/

Garden

The group organises a working bee 1o plant crops; attend

workshops and discuss maintenance of the garden.

VAR Y, \I/ \__/

T

Decline
City staff provide
written feedback.

Alternative sites
considered.

-

P
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Community footpath verge gardens

Establishing footpath verge gardens requires special
design consideration by the City to ensure that pedestrian
and traffic access is not affected, and that environmental
issues such as stormwater capture and street trees are
considered in the design.

Applicants wanting to establish a community garden on the
nature strip need to contact the City lo see if their street is
suitable for the instaliation of garden beds or planter boxes.
Applicants will also need to foem a commundy garden
group, get support from ther neighbours and davelop a
management plan and design.

These community footpath verge gardens can be
approved by the Cily and do not need a Council meeting
for approval, The City recommends crops smaller than
one melire o so that garden stakes are not necassary, to
reduce risks to the public. For more information refer to the
Footpath Gardening Policy and checklists:

hitp:/www.cityofsydney.nsw.gov.au/__data/assets/pdf_
1ile/0012/150051/6687_FA2_Footpath-Gardening-Update.pdf

http:/www.cityofsydney.nsw.gov.au/__data/assets/pdf_
1ile/0013/150052/6687_FA2_FootpathGardeningChecklist1_
PlanterBoxes.pdf
http://www.cityofsydney.nsw.gov.au/__data/assets/pdf_
file/0014/150053/6687_FA2_FootpathGardeningChecklist1_
GardenBeds.paf

Community composting facilities

Where feasible, the City will work in partnership with
community gardeners to establish community composting
and worm farm systams within community gardens.
Caomposting facilities in parks will only be set up on a tnal
pasis when there is a group of local residents willing to
attend training and maintain the compos! systems.

Composting syslems in parks can be approved by the City
and do not need to go to Council for approval,

For furiher details on composting please rater 1o
the Community Composting Guidelines

http://www.cityofsydney.nsw.gov.au/community participation/
community-gardens/community-composting

Security of tenure

New gardens estabiishad on Council land will ba provided
wilh an option to have an initial licenca lor a trial penod

of ona year. The City will not charge community garden
groups for the kcence preparation fees. If the garden group
fulfiis all its responsibiliies in managing the garden, a
longer arrangement may b2 negotiated

February 2016

Site selection criteria for new community
gardens on Council-owned land

Thé fallowing critesia should be considered when selecting
a site for a new community garden,

Location; Sites classdied as community land under

the Local Government Act may be appropriate. These
sites are usually astablished for community use such as
parkiands. open spaces and community cantres that have
cutsige areas. Pronty will be given to sites located in high
denaity areas and near community cenires or communiy
organisations that might be able to support o partner

he project

Safety: Sites should have no major safety or heaith
concerms, and have good passive surveillance (8.g. can
be sasity sean from nearby houses of shopping areas).

Accessibility: Sues should be accessible for o range
of user groups. Sites should be jocated close (o public
transpaort. allow disabled access, have vehicle access
{e.g for delivery of mulch and sod) and accommodate
Qroups wanting to visi the gardan.

Solar access: Sites need 10 be sulfable for growing
vegetables and receive full sunlight — ideally for at least
six hours per day.

Size; Sites shoukt be large enough 1o accommodate
garden beds, composting systems, ramnwaler lanks,

seating areas, shelter for gardeners and for commeinity
workshops and demonstrations.

Water: Sttes should have easy aocess 1o walsr or
bulldings nearby from which rainwater can be collected

Soil contamination: Sites may nead 1o be checked
for sol contamination. If high levels are prasent then
expert advic2 will be needed on whether it is sutable
for groveng food

Multiple use: Considers sites where a community
garden can be ntegrated without conflicting with other
land uses and where the community garden can st
be used by nen-gardeners for passive ecreation and
educational workshops.

Existing features: Consider existng bulldings,
facllities and vegetation that may be utllised or retained
In the garcans.

Land suitability: The location should have good passive
surveillance of tratfic and pedestrians. The topography of
the land should be tairly tial without the requirements !
cut or fill to develop a garden.

Note: It may not always ba possibie to find a site that
meets all of the above criteria The City will prioritise
the sites that can mest as many ol the regquirements
as possible,
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Attachment 2 - City of Sydney Community Gardening Guidelines



® City of Ryde
Lifestyle and opportunity
@ your doorstep

Mayoral Minutes Page 45

MM8/20 (continued)

Land use planning

A community garden may require development consent
depending on the land ownership. Community gardens on
a park or pubiic reserve owned or controlied by Council
can be created without consent under State Environmental
Pianning Policy (Infrastructure) 2007. Development consent
may be required for a community garden on privately
owned land or NSW Government-owned land, such as
schools and pubiic housing

Some works and structures may nol need development
consent it they mest specific criteria under the State
Environmental Planning Policy (Exemgpt and Compiying
Development Codes) 2008. These include

~Garden sheds, lences, poultry houses

- Landscaping struclures, pathways and paving
Rairwater tanks, waler stocage contaners, and
Water features and ponds.

The City's planning stalf at the Neighbourhood Service
Centre can help applicants find out whether a proposed
development is permissible and whether a development
application is required

Counci's planning requirements are set out in the
Sydney Local Enviconmental Plan 2012 and the Sydney
Development Control Plan 2012

The City will prioritise support for new gardens in areas
that do not have a community garden within a short walk
of a mazor resdential area. This includes subutbs such
as Surry Hills, Kings Cross, Green Square, Beaconsfield
andg Rogeberry.

ATTACHMENT 2

February 2016

Open space management

There is a high demand for the City’s open space {Council-
owned community kand), which is why the City encourages
diverse gardens, and use of iootpath verges and rooftops,
as spaces 10 grow produce plants. Where appropriate
community gardens may be incorperated into plans of
management for public open space.

The City's Open Space and Recreation Needs Study {April
2007) entified a numer of neighbourhcod and ‘pocket
parks within the City that are under 2.000 square metres
and not sutable for sparting activibies. Some of these parks
may be considerad as polential sites for new community
gardens. Existing community facilities can be iieal sites

far community gerdens becauss they may already have
infrastructure such as todets, shelter and storage areas

St Molens community garden - betors estabishing a community garden

$1 Holens community garden - atter establshing a community garden.
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Appendix

Community gardens are garden spaces that are
self-managed by the community for the production of
frash produce crops and 1o contribute 1o the development
of a sustamable urban environmeant. Tha gardens are open

Definitions
A number of terms are used in thase guidelines to describe

community gardening and ass 2 activi

Allotment gardens are community gardens where
gardenars have exclusive access 10 a plot or small area

of the garden

Biodiversity is the varety of plant and animal spacies
that exist in a particular area

1o the public and anyone may bacome a member.

Community gardener :¢ a person that volunteers their ime
for gardening actwities. If younger than 18 they must be
diraclly supervised by a parent or guardian at all imes

Community garden coordinator is the person that
coordinates .

with the Council
n and is able to

Biodynamics is an approach which incorporates caring
for the life and organisms in the soil

Sydney2030/"
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Composting systems break down vegelatle scraps,
garden waste and other materials into a rich organic matter
10 fertéise the garden. These can be compost bins or
worm farms.

Demonstration sites are spaces within community
gardens 1o share the leas. skéis and knowledge of the
group with the local community.

Food forests are areas used for the production of food
whete the design mimics a natwal acosystem by including
structured layers of plants such as edible groundcovers,
shrubs and trees,

Food security is defined by the Sydney Food Fairness
Alliance as the condition whare all peaple at all timas are
able to access and prepare sufficient, safe, appropriate,
nutritious and affordable food nacessary to enjoy an active
and heaithy life

Footpath verge gardens are garden beds established on
the nature strip and managed cofectively by local residents
rather than the Cay.

Garden design is a landscape design plan showing detads
of the garden beds, pathways, composling area, tcol shed
or rain tanks. it may also show the matenals used and
development stages.

Grants are funds provided fo assist a group with the
senvices or projects they undertake, where the City only
receives acknowledgement as the grant giver.

Harvest days are usually held ocnce a month to distribute
the grown produce to the garden members and provide the
surplus to the community.

Interpretive signage explans a feature of the landscape to
enhance interaction with the site and educate readers.

Management plan is a document deveioped by the
community garden graup to describe their vision for the
garden, the details of tha garden, their objectves, and

the rasponsibilities of the group.

Open days are organised by the community garden group
10 encourage local residents and businessas 10 wsil the
garden and ask questions.

Open space is land designated for parks. trees and
green spaces.

ATTACHMENT 2
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Organic growing is a fecod producton system that does
not use toxic chemicals such as synthetic fertiisers and
pesticides. It aims to improve the long-term fertility of
the sail.

Permaculture is a holistic approach to landscape design
and human cultuze. It employs consciously designed
landscapes that mimic the pattermns and relationships found
in nature, while yiekding food and energy for kacal needs.

School kitchen gardens are deveiopad within or cutside
school preperty. They help educate children about focd
production, and supply school kichens with fresh food
for teaching children cooking skills and serving them
fresh food.

Self-managed describes a garden group thai can work
together and manage their garden without supenision
or assistance from the City. They have regular working
bees and on-site meetings to discuss the garden,

and a management plan and garden design that is
reviewed annually.

Soil contamination i2 the presance of chemicals or ather
harmiul substances within the soil.

Sponsorship describes an agreement between an
organisation and the garden group wherse the group
recaives a banefil Lo the value of the sponsorship

Sustainability i< an approach that s mindiud of not
harming the erwvironment or depleting natural resources.

Trial period for a project ensures that it meets all of
the requirements and receives few complaints from the
community. A trial period may fast for 6 or 12 months.
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Map and list of community gardens in the City of Sydney (F

The map shows the 19 ¢

ebruary 2016)
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ATTACHMENT 2

List of community gardens in the City of Sydney (February 2016)

February 2016

Contact details for each garden are Esied on the City's website at
http://www.cityofsydney.nsw.gov.au/community/participation/community-gardens

Alexandria
Newtown
Woolloomooioo
Darlington
Glebe
Rediermn
Zetland
Radiern
Campesdiown
Camperdown
Newlown
Redfern
Redfern
Glabe

Surry Hills
Radlem
Ultimao
Walerloo

Woolloomooioo

1 Alexandna Park Community School

2 Angsl St Permaculturg Food Forest

3 Bourke St Community Garden

“ Charlie's Garden Community Gardean

5 Glabe St John Community Garden

6 Greg Hewish Memaral Community Garden

7 Graen Sguara Growers

8 James St Beserve Community Garden

g Joanna O'Dea Community Garden

10 Mission Australia Rooftop Communiy Garden

" Newtown Community Garden

12 Poets Carner Community Garden

13 Salvabon Army Commundy Garden

14 St Halens Community Garden

15 St Michaels Community Garden

16 The Edan Community Garden

17 Ultima Community Garden

18 Waterloo Estate Community Garden

19 Woolloomooloo Permaculture Commursly Garden

Footpath verge gardens

20 Arfhur St Foatpath Verge

21 Phiép $1 Footpath Garden

22 Sustainabis Chippendale Footpath Gardens

23 Ada Place Community Compasting
Sydney2030/

Surry Hills
Redfern
Chippendale

Utimo
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Gold Coast City Council, Goid Coast Parks Commurily
Gardens Start-up Kit
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Contact

Community Garden and Volunteer Coordinator

City of Sydney GPO Box 1591

Sydney NSW 200

Phone: (02) ‘J’hﬁ 93’)’3

Email: counci@cityofsydney.nsw.gov.au

You may download, use or repraduce this work, in part
or full, for the non-commercial purposes of promoting of
developing community gardens. Piease acknowiedge the
City of Sydney in references.

Sydney2030/
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MM8/20 (continued)

Links to assist garden groups

City of Sydney community gardens

http:/www cityoisydney.nsw.gov.au/community/
participation/community-gardens

nitp:wwav. cityofsydney.nsw.gov.aucommunity’
participation/community-gardens/getting-siarted
Footpath Gardening Policy

nttpAwwaw cityofsydney nswgov.ay/ data/assets/pdf
file/0012/150051/6687 FAZ_Footpath-Gardening-Update pdf
Community composting

nitp:fiwww.cityoisydney. nsw.gov.awcommunity’
participation/community-gardens/community-composting
Workshops
nttp./iwww.greenvillages.com.auupcoming-workshops/
hitp:ffwwaw eventbrite. com.aufaigreen-living-
centre-1110083569

Grants and sponsorship

ntipwww cityoisydney.nsw.gov.awcommunityigrants-and-
sponsorships

Australian Community Gardens Network

nttp communitygarden.org.au/

Royal Botanical Gardens

nttp:ffwvav.rbgsyd nsw.gov.au’

List of vegetables and herbs to grow in Sydnay
http/’www.yates com.au/herbs
nttpfwwawvyates.com.aujvegetables/

Poisonous plants

hitp:fwvaw.aboutkidsheaith. ca/En/HealhAZ/Saletyandthe
Environment/Poisoning/Pages/Plant-saiety.aspx
hitpdwww petpoisonhelpiine com/poisons/

Organic materials

hitpiwvew greenharves! .com.au/

Alternative plants to grow

nttpiwveaw growmeinstead.com.au

Biodynamic Sydney Inc.
ooddynamicssydney@gmal. com

NSW Feod Authority

hitp:fiwvaw foodauthority nsw.gov.au/

ATTACHMENT 2

February 2016

EPA - Integrated Pest Management
hitp:/iwww.epa.nsw.gov.au/pesticides/
integratedpestmgmt.htm

Biodiversity in the garden
http/fsydneyweeds.org.au/wp-cmsiwp-content/uploads/
Your-Hidden-Garden-08.pdf

Companion planting

it ffweww yates com.au/vegetables tipsfcompanion-
planting/#KWKmviWwxLIGI|Sc.97

Crop rotation
hitp./fwww.abc.net.au/gardening/vegieguida/

crop _rotation.htm
http/fwww.todayshomeowner.comyvegetable-gasden-crop-
rotation-made-gasy/

form farming and compoesting
http:/fwww.iumtieweed.com.au/Composting.aspx
hitp/feeww tumbleweed com.aw'WormFarming.aspx

Dwarf fruit trees
hitp/Awww.daleysfruit. com.au/fruit%20pages/dwarfcitrus htm

Trolley tracker

ttpfwww trolleytracker.com.au/
Phone: 1800 641 497
Asbestos
hitp/fereew cityofsydney.nsw.gov.aullive/residenis/health-
and-safety/asbestos
lilegal dumping and needie hotline
http/fwanw cityofsydney.nsw.gov.aulive/waste-and-
recycing/clean-streets
Green roofs and walis
hitpu/fwww.cityofsydney.nsw.gov.au/vision/towards-2030/
sustainabiiity/greening-the-city/green-roofs-and-walls
Dial b4 you dig
Mtp./F1100.com.au/#
phone: 1100

Needle ciean up hotline

httpe/fwww cityofsydney.nsw.gov.awlive/waste-and-
recychng/iclean-streets

Phone: 1800 633 353
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Community garden management plan and garden design template

We have provided this template to guide your group of all aspects that could be considered when developing & management
plan. To assist your group to create a comprehensive pfan that defines the overall vision for the garden, describes the roles
and responsibifites of the group members, and outlines the benefits to the broader community. To assist your group gain
funding, sponsorship, landowner approval or assist with new members. The plan should also include a landscape design

layout to show the placement of the garden beds, pathways, tool shed and compaosting systems.

Title page - Group name, picture and date

1. Vision
Describe the overall vision for the garden.

a. What is the purpose of your communily garden? is it
be a place for gardeners and tha community to meet
and learn about growing food? Is it to assist with
food secunty? Is it to demonstrate food production to
residents, schools and educational institutions?

b. How will this garden benefit the broader community?
¢. Wil you develop the garden in stages over a couple
of yearg?

d. How will you achieve your objectives within the
community garden?

2. Site of the garden
Describe the site location of the garden or footpath verge,

a. Whe owns the land? Do you have permission for a
garden?

b. Does the location fulfil the site salection criteria?

3. Management of the site

Describe the resources you will require as part of your
garden design

a. Garden beds - Describe the design and size of your
garden beds, and what they will be made of,

b. Sustainable matenals — Will you use sustainable
materials?

c. Gargdan tools and storage — Will you have a 100l shed?
What will it be made of? Will it be big encugh to store
all the materials or will you need somewhere to store
additiona! items? How will you maintain the tools?

d. Accessibility - Have you allowed for people with
sabilities on the pathways? Or provided disabled
access 1o at least one garden bed? Wil your garden be
open to the public? If not, will you hoid open days for
the community?

e. Managing waste and contamination — How will you
dea! with organic and non-organic waste on site? Or
any dumping of rubbish? How will you deal with soil
contamination?

f.  Water management - Do you have access to water on
site? How will you deal with water runoff from the site?

g. Facilties repairs — How will you manage or fund repairs
if facilities are broken or vandatised?

h. Signage — How will you provide notices to other
gardeners or members of the public in your garden?
{The City provides two types of signage. Which type do
you prefer?)

4. Gardening

Describe the gardening methods you will use and the
18s0urces requirad, and the structure 1o maintain thase.

a. Type of garden - What type of garden will you have?

b. Style of garden - Is the chosen style suitable for the
current number of gardeners? Does it allow for new
gardenas 1o join?

¢. Methodology -~ Does this method of gardening suit the
site? Does your group have the skills to develop this
method of gardening?

d. Allotment gardens - What happens when membars
are on holdays or sick? Do you have a communal
garden for new gardeners on the waiting list for a
plot garden?

e. Communal or shared garden — Will the group meet
to discugs what 1o plant for gach season? Do the
members harvest throughout the year or will you have
& harvest day?

f. Cropsin the garden — What will you grow? Will you
grow vegetablas, fruit, herbs, medicinal herbs, flowers,
bush tucker, native or other crops? Does your group
have the skills to manage pesis and diseases? Does
your site have encugh space for these crops? Can you
purchase miniature varieties?

Attachment 2 - City of Sydney Community Gardening Guidelines
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g. Surveillance - How will you provide survelliance 5. Management structure
of the garden. and reduce shadows on other
gardeners’ crops?

h. Watering roster - Will you have a roster to ensure

Describe your group's structure and how it will be
managad.
) ) - i .
watrng oughout e ea? Howlyouresawe % NETUE I ITE e e e oot
the amount of weler or seiniall in the gerden City will need their contact details 1o promote the group
I.  Composting system roster - Does your group have on the City's website.
skills in compostng? Will new members atlend a b
composting workshop? Will you have a compasting
roster lo ensure mainfenance?

J.  Odours, noise, and vermin - How will you manage
these issues in the garden? How will you deal with

. Roles and responsibilities of members - Can you
provide a kst of roles, responsibidities and contact
detass for the gardening group?

c. Children in the garden — Will you have chitdren under
the age of 18 working in the garden? Will they be

s ints?
complaints? supervised by a paren! or guardian? s your garden
k. Vandalism and undesirables — How will you deal with within a community schoot? i 8o, your members will
issues of stolen produce, misuse of the garden or need 1o have a working with children check.
$fiti i ?
gratfiti in the garden? d. Communication - How will you communicale within the
I.  Poar aesthetics and messy gardens — How will you group and to other slakehoiders?

manage the overall icok of the garden and ensure
members understand the importance of keeping it
well mainained?

o. Meetings and minutes — How often will your group meet
to discuss the gardan? Annually? Quarterly? Monthly?
Will your group take minutes of the meeling and sand a

m. Organic gardening — How will you apply organic copy to the City?
gardening practices? How will you control pests, 1
diseases and weeds organicaily? Will you use :
organic sprays? What will your process be for using
these sprays? g. Structures — What structures will you have in the garden

and for what purpose?

Community — How will the commuriy benefil from your
community gargen?

n. Maintenance — How will you ensure mantenance of the
garden? What if gardeners are on holidays or sick? Or h. Warking bees — Will you have weakly or monthly

a gardener does not maintain their garden? Will you working bees? Will you invite new members to these
have processes in place 1o manage these siluations? working bees?

0. Access - Will members require keys or combinations 1o i. Demonstrations, open days, bus tours — Will you have
uniock the gate or access the tool shed? special events when the garden is open o the general

public for guaded tours, or gardening demonsirations,
or 1o share excess food preduce? Will you provide
guided tours to other gardens, or to school groups?

jo Festivals and displays ~ Will you participate in
community festivals or set up displays to promote your
group to the local community?

p. Animaks or native beas - Does you garden have
enough space for animals or native bees? How will
these crealures be mantained? And lunded?

q. Tree pruning approval ~ How will you fund tree pruning
or removal of a tree? (The City of Sydney can fund
your appacation fee tor approval for traes to be pruned
or removed ) k. Community education — How will you educate the

r. Counci Licences - Does your group have a ficence community about the garden and composting sysiem?

agreement with the City? . Committee — Will you have a committee or a smalier
isions?
s. Timeframes - The City considers community gardens Group 1o meke decisiond
1o be long-term features of the community, How waill m. Gardener's agreement — Will your group have a
your group ensure the garden is sustained over the gardener's agreement or a set of rules to follow for a
iong term? gardening plot? What happens if 2 gardener disobeys
) . i the rules? Will these rules be incorporated in the
t. Monitoring - The City will carry out random me ment plan?

assessments of the garden and will contact the group
coordinator it there are any issues
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n. Garden beds ~ Will residents go on a waiting kst if there
is no garden bed avaifable or can they still participate?
If a member forfeits their garden bed how long will it be
balore a naw member 15 aliowed to take it over?

0. Decsion-making process - Will decisions be made by
all group members or by a smaller group or commitlee?

p. Corporate groups or unemployment schemes - Wil
your garden be avadable to assist these groups 1o
particapate in gardening for one-off or short-tarm
projects?

q. Confiict resciution and resclving disagreements - How
will your group deal with conflict within the group, or
with neighbours or local residents?

6. Budget

Provide a detailed budget of the costs of developing énd
running the garden. This should include:

a. Proposed budget for the development and construction
of the garden
b. Costs for planting out the garden

¢. Ongoing mantenance costs including plants,
muéch, manure.

7. Health and safety

Describe how your group will meet the health and salfety
requirements,

a. Induction to site — How will you induct new members o
health and safety procedures?

b. Personal protective equipment — Will you supply
personal pralaciive equipment to gerdeners or will they
have to supply their own? Will you ensure all gardeners
are wearing covered shoes when gardening?

c. Risks and safety — How vall you assess and manage
fisks in the garden?

d. Needies and asbastos - How will you deal with thess
items? The City can provide iraining for your group.

8. Garden membership

Describe how your group will manage garden membership
and partnership.

a. Membership - Will you have an annual membership fee
to participate in the garden? Will you have a process for
new gardeners?

b. New membesships and friends of the garden — Wili
you have a category of membership for frends of
the garden?

ATTACHMENT 2
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¢. Organisations and scheols -~ Wil you allow tocal cafes,
businesses. schocls or organssations 1o patticipats in
the garden or composting system? How will your group
manage this?

d. Communication and promaotion — How will your group
promote and communicate to existing members and 1o
the broader community?

o. How will you communicate with the landowner and the
City of Sydney? Will this be via phene, email, on-gite
meelings or when required?

9. Communication

Describe how your group will communicate with each other
about meetings, issues, new ideas or suggestions,

a. Community cansultation — Will you require assistance
with community consultation?

b. Social media - Will you use social media (Facebook,
Twitter) or websites to promote your group? Haw will
you manage this?

c. Media and sponsorship — Wil you send out media
releases about your garden? Will you apply for
sponsorship to assist fund the garden?

d. Media — Will your group be avasiable for photos
and media interviews through televisicn, radio or
magazines?

10. Policies and guidelines

Describe how your group will educate members about
pokicies, procedures and documents.

a. Policies, procedures and supporting fact sheets ~
How will you educate your gardeners atbout these
documents? Where will you store these documents
50 they are available to gardening members?

b. Alcohol and smoking on site ~ How will you deal with
gardeners who wish 10 drink alcohot on site? How will
you deal with gardeners who vash 1o smoke on site?

c. Pats ~ Wil you allow pels into the garden? How will your
group manage ths?

11. Funding

Describa how your group will fund the garden lor short-term
and long-term goals.

a. Membership fees — Will you charge fees to become a
member? Will you provide discounts to members on
low incomes or benefits, or who wish to become friends
of the garden?

Attachment 2 - City of Sydney Community Gardening Guidelines



® City of Ryde

Lifestyle and opportunity
@ your doorstep

Mayoral Minutes Page 55

MM8/20 (continued)

b. Budget - What vill it cost to develop your garden and
acquire materials? Can you develop the garden in
slages over time 1o comncide with your budget?

c. Applying for grants ~ Will your group apply for grants?
Will you require assistance with this?

d. Fundraising activities - Will your group organise
fundraising events?

12. Training and education

Describe how your group will gain new skifs and education
for gardering. team building, administration and health
and salety,

a. Training workshops — Will mambars attend training
workshops or courses to increase skills and
knowledge? The City provides workshops and can
provide specialised training if required

b. Sharing knowledge and skills on site - Will members
share their skills and knowledge on site, during
mesetings oc working bees? Will you share skills with
other groups, or mentor new groups?

13. Reporting

Deascribe how your group will report outcomes, measure

the succass of the garden and lessons learnt

a. Freguency - How often will the group report to the Cay?
Monthly or quarterly?

ATTACHMENT 2

February 2016

b. Measurement — How will your group measure success
and report on the lessons learnt?

14. Garden design

Describe in detail the overali garéen design and placement
of materials on the site.

a. Design panciples - What materials and styles will
be uged?

b. Garden design layout plan - Provide an overall plan of
the garden design, showing stages ! appropriate.

15. Layout

Include a detailed layout design of the garden.

a. Show the boundary of the garden: area and the
naighbouring properties

b. Show the placement of the garden beds, composting
system and tool shed.

€. Show the types of crops you may grow o indicate the
size and height.

Agreement
This is an agreement of the

Date:

Signature of authorised person

Fu# name and position of signatory

Community Garden Group Coordinator

Sydney2030/

group

Review dale

Signature of authorised person

Full name and position of signatory

City of Sydney
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&) @ANAS.)

Tel: 02 9265 9333

(24 hours, seven days a week)
Fax: 02 9265 9222
councik@cityofsydney.nsw.gov.au
cityofsydney.nsw.gov.au

DX: DX1251 SYDNEY

City of Sydney
Town Hall House
456 Kent Street
Sydney NSW 2000

City of Sydney
Reply Paid 1591
Sydney NSW 2001

Help shape the future of Sydney.
Have your say at
SydneyYourSay.com.au

e ﬂ',f - el Fet
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ATTACHMENT 3

Community Gardens Policy

Adoplion Date

12 December 201 1 by Council Resolution

Review Dale

12 Decembey 2019

Vearsion

1

Division/Department

Technical SenicesiOpen Space & Trees

Responsible Officer

Envronmental Education Officer

HPE CM Record Number

18126538
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Community Gardens Policy

Contents
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Community Gardens Policy

What is a Community Garden?

A ‘community garden’ is defined as a parcel of public open space operated by the
community (with Council assistance) where the site is used for:

e The production of produce for the personal use of its members through allotments or
shared plots, and

* Demonstration gardening, or where other environmental activities are undertaken,
also encouraging the involvement of schools, youth groups and citizens in gardening
activities.

Community gardens are not-for-profit, and can provide for a wide range of environmental,
social and economic benefits.

Different Types of Community Gardens
There are different forms a community garden can take, they are:
Community Garden - a mixture of allotments for each member and some shared areas.

Verge Garden - garden beds that are established on the nature strip, or road reserve that
are communally managed by a group of local residences and decisions are made jointly.

School Kitchen Garden - a community garden in a school, in which local residents outside
of the school community can join and manage the garden in partnership with the school.
Gardens may include individual plots for residents and communal garden beds that the
school can manage and use for lessons on cooking, nutrition and the environment and
provide produce for the school canteen. Council recognises that many schools in our local
area have established productive and thriving school kitchen gardens. Many of these are
developed like a community garden, in that the whole school community (teachers, parents
and students) are involved in its development.

Note: Should you have a connection to a school in the area, you may wish to contact them
directly to volunteer to help with their garden, or to help set one up. However, the approval
of outside involvement is at the discretion of each school and is not the role nor
responsibility of Council.

Woollahra Municipal Council
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Our Policy

Woollahra Council recognises community gardening as a valuable recreational activity that
contributes to health and well-being, positive social interaction, community development,
environmental education and sustainable principles, protection and use of open space.
Objectives

The objectives of this policy include;

o To recognise the need and benefits of community gardens.

* To establish community gardens throughout Woollahra on public open space, where
feasible and appropriate.

* To recognise the value of community gardens, as a public amenity.

* To ensure that all community gardens are managed in an efficient manner and
maintained to an acceptable standard.

¢ To ensure all community gardens are chemical free, water efficient and sustainable.

* To acquire, share and increase knowledge and practice of organic gardening with
various educational institutions and the local community.

« To offer a suitable site for Council environmental workshops and educational days.

* To standardise processes and procedures for the development of the community
gardens.

* To clarify the rights and responsibilities of all stakeholders involved in community
garden projects with reference to public liability, maintenance, safety and access.
Woollahra 2025 — Woollahra Community Strategic Plan 2010 to 2025

This policy has been prepared in accordance with the following strategies from the
Woollahra Council Delivery Program 2009 - 2013:

Goal 5: Liveable places from the Woollahra Community Strategic Plan, strategies include:
o Enhance local community, cultural and recreation facilities to become more
attractive, integrated and accessible.
* Provide attractive, accessible, connected and safe parks, sportsgrounds, foreshore
areas and other public spaces.
Goal 8: Sustainable use of resources:

¢ Provide programs and projects to reduce local greenhouse gas emissions and
ecological footprint.

Woollahra Municipal Council
Currency of Varsion: 12 December 2011 Page 4of 11

Attachment 3 - Woollahra Community Gardens Policy



® City of Ryde

Lifestyle and opportunity

@ your doorstep

Mayoral Minutes Page 61

MM8/20 (continued) ATTACHMENT 3

Community Gardens Policy

Council Support

Woollahra Council supports community gardens by working with community partners, in
assisting to identify and contribute to site development activities. Subject to available
resources Council will:

Promote and raise awareness of community gardening
Provide information to the public about the operation of community gardens

Assist interested groups in searching for suitable public land for the development of
community gardens

Assist with site development such as site planning and design, surveying, and site
preparation

Provide in-kind support where feasible (i.e. water options, mulch etc.)
Host workshops on practical skills, and group management (i.e. governance); and

Provide grant funding opportunities and advice.

Woollahra Municipal Council . &
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Establishment of Community Gardens

Woollahra Council supports the development of community gardens, particularly in high
density areas in the Municipality. Woollahra Council will assist in locating new garden sites,
where available land exists, where neighbours are supportive, and where a community
group demonstrates interest and commitment.

For Council to consider supporting the development of any new community garden,
applicants will need to address the site selection criteria outlined below. The first step is to
establish a community garden group and conduct a site assessment of the potential site. If
the site meets the criteria, applicants should then discuss the proposal with Council and go
through the potential issues.

1 Site Selection Criteria = Community Gardens
Location

Consistency with relevant plans for open space

Informed and supportive neighbours

Proximity to high density living areas

Close proximity to supporting infrastructure and services, such as power and water
An area of approximately 750m?

Usability of site

The site should have no major safety or health concermns
Good passive surveillance

Sun exposure

Soil quality and drainage

Accessibility

* Should be accessible for a range of user groups
* Accessibility to public transport (where possible)
¢ Vehicle access

Multiple Use

» Community garden should be integrated without adversely conflicting with other land
uses

o Community gardens can still be used as information sites for Council and School
Workshops.

Upon Council review of a proposal and meeting the relevant criteria, a report to Council will
be presented recommending that the proposal be exhibited to the public for comment. A
follow up report will be submitted to Council for its consideration.

Woollahra Municipal Council

Currency of Varsion: 12 December 2011 Page 6 of 11

Attachment 3 - Woollahra Community Gardens Policy



® City of Ryde

Lifestyle and opportunity
@ your doorstep

Mayoral Minutes Page 63

MM8/20 (continued) ATTACHMENT 3
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2 Site Selection Criteria — Community Verge Gardens

Establishing verge gardens requires special consideration by Council to ensure that
accessibility on footpaths, traffic and road conditions are not affected and that other
environmental issues such as stormwater capture and street trees are considered in the
design of new garden beds.

Applicants wanting to establish a new community garden on the nature strip will need to first
speak to Council to see if their street is suitable for the inclusion of garden beds. Applicants
will also need to form a community garden group and get support from neighbours.

Location

+ Woollahra Council is the owner or are trust managers of the land
e Land is un-utilised or under utilised
» Community support to implement and maintain the verge garden

Usability of site

The site should have no major safety, health or traffic concerns
Good passive surveillance

Sun exposure

Soil quality and drainage

Accessibility

* Should be accessible for a range of user groups
e Access ways to be maintained at all times

Multiple Use

« Community verge gardens should be integrated without adversely conflicting with
other land uses

« Community verge gardens can still be used as information sites for Council and
School Workshops.

Community verge gardens where available land exists, where neighbours are supportive,
and where a community group demonstrates interest and commitment will be favoured.

Where community verge gardens are proposed to be created close to adjoining residents,
Council will consult with the affected residents and, where objections are raised, report on
the matter to Council for its consideration.

Woollahra Municipal Council
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Community Management of Gardens

Community gardens should be managed and implemented by the community, however this
must be undertaken in such a way that the needs of all stakeholders are taken into account.

Incorporation of the Garden Group

The Council encourages community garden groups to have a clear and identified legal
structure. Garden groups can apply to the NSW Office of Fair Trading to become
Incorporated Associations. This arrangement affords the group some flexibility in the
management of funds and enables them to open a bank account, obtain public liability
insurance cover and apply for government grants.

Incorporation as an association requires groups to establish a management committee with
annually elected office bearers and to commit to regular meetings. This can be beneficial for
the Garden as it maintains a structure that can address management issues. Having a
committee also helps share the tasks of garden management and avoids excessive
responsibility being placed on a few people or the garden management becoming
dominated by one person.

Insurance and Risk Management

Community Gardens will be licensed to an incorporated community group with an approved
Public Liability Cover of $10 million that indemnifies Council. Each garden group has a duty
of care to the community who access the garden areas. This community group will be
required to manage safe access in and around the site and, if necessary allocation of
garden plots. Management of the site will also need to follow Council's direction in the issue
of Environmental Sustainable Development and encourage all members, through its
functions and activities, to act more sustainably.

The incorporated community group will liaise with Council staff in regards to any new
infrastructure or projects planned for the garden. Prior to erection / installation of any
infrastructure, written approval from Council or, where required, Development Consent may
be required.

User Agreement

A licence for use agreement must be signed between Woollahra Council and the
organisation for the purpose of developing and maintaining a community garden. The
licence agreement would also contain conditions for the use of the site.

At the initial set up of a new garden, a license will be granted for 12 months with an option
for a 3 year agreement after this period. All community gardens will operate on a not-for-
profit basis.

Woollahra Municipal Council

Currency of Varsion: 12 December 2011 Page 8 of 11

Attachment 3 - Woollahra Community Gardens Policy



® City of Ryde

Lifestyle and opportunity
@your doorstep Mayoral Minutes Page 65
MM8/20 (continued) ATTACHMENT 3

Community Gardens Policy

A licence or other agreement with the group could be revoked or not renewed if:

* The group disbands or ceases to function due to internal conflict;
¢ The garden is not maintained or becomes unsafe for public access;
* Appropriate insurance cover is not maintained.

The group will be required to report annually to Council on the function of the garden and
how they are meeting Council objectives.

Council retains the capacity to use the garden as a demonstration site for community
education activities such as tours and workshops. The Council will work with the garden
group to ensure that organised activities do not conflict inappropriately with other garden
uses, such as regular working bees.

Information regarding community gardens will be advertised through Council's website and
publications. It will also be advertised to the community at Council’'s community centres and
during Council promotions and events.

The non-profit organisation agrees to develop, manage and operate the community garden
according to a user agreement with their members, which specifies the terms of use,
management responsibilities, user fees and access procedures, which include the following:

* Residents of the Woollahra Municipality will be given priority for membership,
however, it will be open to all on a first served basis.

* The association may set rules with the assistance of the Office of Fair Trading. Rules
must not be inconsistent with Council’s Community Garden Policy.

o A list of by-laws are developed by the association and must comply with Section 11
of the Associations Incorporation Act 1984 approved by Council (Staff). Members are
required to sign a contract indicating their compliance.

» Membership and use of the site can be revoked for non-compliance with the
organisations by-laws, the applicable user agreement or this policy.

* Gardeners need to commit to work within the communal garden and may need to
undertake various courses before being allocated an individual allotment. Gardeners
must be nominated by two current members.

* Allotment gardens must be maintained to a minimum standard of aesthetics and
orderliness. Year-round produce is encouraged.

* Produce is to be organically grown, chemical free, and not to be sold for private
commercial profit. Funds from selling produce must be invested in the garden.
Excess produce can be donated.

+ The organisation is to have its own Public Liability Insurance (becoming a member of
a Landcare group can reduce the cost of the PLI).

Allow monitoring and review as stipulated by the agreement.
Allow the provisional inclusion of poultry/ livestock within community gardens that are
deemed appropriate.

* Any requests for poultry/ livestock be approved by Council staff and assessed
regularly.

* Any approval granted will be subject to a trial period with a review to be undertaken
twelve months from commencement.
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Procedure for Implementation

Once a preferred site has been established, applicants will need to submit a proposal to
Council. If the proposal is supported, then Council will organise community consuitation with
local residents and work with the community garden group to address any concerns.

Establish a community garden group

Applicant to undertake site assessment of any potential sites

Council assessment of the application
The application will be assessed by a review panel containing representation
from a broad range of internal stakeholders

Application is supported and
Council undertakes Community

-onsuhati i “al residents. SO
Consuhation with local residents. Appiication is not supported by

& - il
Council will consider any feottiack gained Counci

from the consultation process and work
with the community group 1o enaure any Written feedbach will be provided and an

concems are addvessed. If there i allernative site may be considerod
considerable opposition fo the project
Council reserves the right 1o consider
alornative sites for the progect.

Application goes to a Council
meeting for final approval.

I the application s approved ot a Council
meeting, then Council staff will meet wath
the applicants 10 develop a user
agroement.

£ > 0 been ed by
Council, appicants may then wish 10 apply for

Qrants and begin establishment
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Want to Know More?

For further information on this policy, contact cur Open Space and Trees Department,
Advice is available from Councils:

* Environmental Education Officer on 9391 7095

Version: Final

Approval date: 12 December 2011

This part of our policy provides an overall summary of the intention and reason for a policy.

Specific implementation procedures are available on request. The General Manager has
approved this policy and the attached procedures.

Policy Amendments

Date Responsible Description
Officer
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Verge Garden Guidelines

Brisbane City Council has developed the Verge Gardens Guidelines to help residents who are
interested in establishing a verge garden. The guidelines will also help ensure the safety of
pedestrians and road users by minimising trip hazards and ensuring community safety and
access on this public space is maintained.

These guidelines support Brisbane’s vision of a clean, green city that protects and supports our
environment by sustainably managing and caring for our natural environment and resources.

What is a street verge?

A street verge is the area of public land located between a property boundary and the adjacent
road kerb. The verge provides access from the street to private and public properties. It also
accommodates above and below-ground public service utilities such as postal service, lighting,
power, water, sewerage, gas, telephone and optic fibre cables.

Do | need permission to plant a verge garden?

Council is not issuing permits for verge gardens but has developed a checklist (included in this
guideline) to ensure it will not impact on the safety of the community, the environment and
surrounding infrastructure, If your proposed verge garden meets the requirements of this
checklist, then you may proceed to plant.

Please note that if you are not able to comply with the requirements of these guidelines, you will
not be able to establish a verge garden.

Who is responsible for the verge garden?

The householder is responsible for any verge garden adjacent to their property. While verge
gardens are planted in public spaces, priority must always be given to maintenance and access for
pedestrian movement, postal and utility services, water and sewerage, power, gas, telephones and
optic fibre cables. If adequate access is not provided, householders may be asked to remove or
make changes to their garden.

Council is not responsible for reinstating any landscaping or any damage to verge gardens or their
contents, caused by animals, persons or weather events. Utility services (e.g. electricity, water or
telecommunications) may need to upgrade or service their infrastructure, and where this is
necessary, advance notice will be given to the householder if the verge garden is to be disturbed,
Please note, utilitiy service providers will not reinstate verge gardens after work.

Council is responsible for planting, removing and maintaining all street trees on the street verge.
Council reserves the right at any time to remove any verge garden and landscaping:

* to perform works that are required to manage any service or infrastructure
+ that does not comply with this guideline.

In the event that you move into a home with an established verge garden, it is your responsibility to
ensure that the verge garden complies with Council's current guidelines. You may choose to:

* retain the garden
+ remove the garden and reinstate the verge to the standard of the surrounding surface.

i OO s
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Where do these guidelines apply?

These guidelines apply to verge gardens at properties that are identified as a 'Residential
zone' within Brisbane City Plan 2014 and are between the property boundary and the road
kerb (allowing a minimum width of 1.2 metres for pedestrian access). You cannot plant on
your neigbouring property without their permission.

To find out whether your property is within a Residential zone, visit Council's website at
www.brisbane.gld.gov.au and search ‘Zoning maps' or call Council's 24-hour Contact Centre
on (07) 3403 8888,

How do | ensure safe gardening?

Health and safety precautions are the responsibility of the resident establishing the garden. If
you are interested in verge gardening, please consider basic safety precautions such as
appropriate clothing, appropriate and safe use of tools and sun protection.

To ensure the protection of any underground public utility services such as water and
electricity, you should call ‘Dial Before You Dig’ on 1100 (during business hours) or visit their
website at www.1100.com.au prior to gardening. In the event that damage is caused to
public utility services due to gardening activities, this must be reported to the appropriate
authority as soon as possible and repaired at the property owner's expense.

Before | start a verge garden who should | consult
with?

If you follow these guidelines and can tick the checklist, there is no requirement to contact
Council. It would be a good idea to first consult with your neighbours and see if a shared
‘community garden' is achievable. It's important to remember that the verge is a public
space. If you plan on growing any edible plants, pedestrians passing-by may harvest from
your verge garden.

If your verge is currently asphalted, please contact Council to see what options may be
possible,

Do | need to provide space for pedestrian access?
Yes. It is important that pedestrians can use the public footpath without being obstructed by
verge gardens. To ensure this, you must provide a pedestrian way with a minimum width of
1.2 metres as per Council’s current accessibility standards.

In choosing plant and garden bed location, consideration should also be given to:

* visibility of motorists using the road, and those entering or exiting a residential
driveway

* maintaining adequate distance from above-ground utilities such as electricity pillars,
street lights, and telecommunication cables

* access to post boxes (mailboxes) allowing space between your verge garden and the
edge of the footpath (if established) for footpath maintenance

« adequate distance must be maintained between the kerb and the edge of the verge
garden at all times to allow access from vehicles to an established footpath or an
unestablished pedestrian path.
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What materials can | use?

Organic mulching is permitted and should be flush with the footpath or grass area. The use
of non-organic materials such as loose gravel, crushed brick or other stone aggregate is not
permitted. The use of any hard landscaping materials or irrigation systems is also not
permitted.

The use of garden structures such as wood planter boxes is not supported by Council.
Should residents use such materials, Council will ask for their removal.

What type of plant species can | use?

Trees or tall shrubs must not be planted in verge gardens. Any plants chosen for use in
verge gardens must be groundcovers or low growing species.

Residents are encouraged to use native or water-wise plants where possible. Council has a
number of resources to help you select the right plant species and create a sustainable,
water-wise garden. Please visit Council's website, www.brisbane.qld.gov.au and search the
following options to find out more:

* Green Gardening Guide

+ Native plant species for residents,

When planting species, height of the mature plant or plants must be taken into account to
ensure there is nc obstruction with the wvisibility of motorists using the road or exiting a
residential driveway, and there is no potential for the species to grow into the power lines. It
is also necessary to ensure the species will not create overhanging branches that might be a
hazard for pedestrians.

Many attractive garden plants have a secret life as weeds in our bushland. There are more
than 200 backyard beauties that become bushland bullies when they jump the garden fence.
Once there, they smother and kill native plants, removing food and sheiter for our wildlife.
Residents can use Council's weed identification tool and Brisbane Invasive Species
Management Plan for assistance, Both of these are available via Council's website.

Residents are reminded that planting is at their own risk and you must consider the impacts
of allergies, thorns and poisonous plants to residents, animals and surroundings.
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Checklist
Task

| have called ‘Dial Before You Dig' on 1100 to locate my underground pipes
and cables and confirmed that there are no underground pipes or cables
that will be impacted by the garden. -

My verge garden will not obstruct access for:

- the normal use of footpaths (made and unmade) for pedstrians and cyclists
- utility service providers

- Australia Post delivery service o
- rubbish collection

- access from vehicles onto the verge

| understand that planting species is at my own risk, and | have considered
the impacts of allergies, thorns and peoiscnous plants on residents, animals
and surroundings.

My verge garden is within a Residential zone as identified in Brisbane City
Plan 2014 and will be established adjacent to the front of my property. (e

My verge garden will not include raised edges such as bricks, fences, guide
wires or protrusions which may cause a hazard to footpath users. [

My garden will not include the planting of trees or tall shrubs and will not
result in the pruning or removal of street trees. =

| will maintain my verge garden to ensure it is safe and tidy.

My verge garden is located between the property boundary and the road
kerb while allowing a minimum width of 1.2 metres for pedestrian access (as
per Council's current accessibility standards).

My verge garden does not obstruct the visibility of motorists using the road,
entering or exiting a residential driveway. o]

My verge garden will not have an irrigation system.

| understand that utility providers may need to service or upgrade their
infrastructure and this may result in the removal of my verge garden (Utilities | ©
will provide adequate notice).

These guidelines support Brisbane's vision of a clean, green city that proteclts and supports our
subtropical environment by sustainably managing and caring for our natural environment and
resources.

Updated 28 March 2017.
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