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MM8/20 COMMUNITY GARDEN AND STREET VERGE FRAMEWORK 
POLICY - Mayor, Councillor Jerome Laxale          

File Number: MYR/07/10/20 - BP20/958 
 

 
Repeated community feedback has indicated that the enhancement and expansion of 
local green spaces is a priority for residents of the City of Ryde. 
 
Residents have advised Councillors on numerous occasions that they would like the 
ability to establish community gardens, as well as undertake planting on their nearby 
footpath verge.  
 
Both these priorities are cost-effective, increase the amenity of the surrounding area 
and build community spirit and engagement.  
 
In addition, the practices increase the sustainability of our City and reflect the area’s 
orchard and garden market heritage. 
 
Current City of Ryde guidelines prohibit any planting on the footpath verge and the 
establishment of a community garden is more difficult than it needs to be. 
 
Many other Councils have streamlined their Community Garden frameworks to 
facilitate greater community uptake and reduce the bureaucratic burden on residents.  
Further, many Councils have created approval frameworks that allow residents to 
undertake planting on their street verges while still maintaining pedestrian, vehicle 
and utility access. 
 
Relevant policies are attached to this report. 
 
 

RECOMMENDATION: 
 
That Council:- 
 
(a) update the existing Community Garden Framework (2010) and instead, create a 

dedicated community garden approval process with a view to simplifying the 
creation of new community gardens on public or private land in the City of Ryde. 
 

(b) create additional supporting documents that assist residents with the continued 
management and technical knowledge of community gardens. 

  
(c) create a draft Verge Gardening policy that enables residents to plant on the 

verge, while maintaining pedestrian, vehicle and utility access.  
 
(d) That in the above processes, staff review similar Council guidelines attached 

and present draft policies to Council by August 2021. 
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ATTACHMENTS 
1  City of Sydney Footpath Gardening Update  
2  City of Sydney Community Gardening Guidelines  
3  Woollahra Community Gardens Policy  
4  Brisbane City Verge Garden Guidelines Update  
  
Report Prepared By: 

 
Councillor Jerome Laxale 
Mayor  
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