
MAYORAL COLUMN SEPTEMBER 14 
 
CitySwitch Cuts Energy Bills 
The City of Ryde has joined Australia’s leading energy efficiency 
program for offices to help local businesses cut their energy bills. 
The CitySwitch program uses NABERS Energy, an industry-
recognised tool, to help participants benchmark their greenhouse 
performance.   For details go to www.cityswitch.net.au.  
 
Ryde Civic Precinct 
The public exhibition of the Ryde Civic Precinct Planning Proposal 
closes on Wednesday 21 September.  This is a once in a 
generation opportunity shape our City’s future and we welcome 
your views on this important project.  You can tell us by writing to 
the General Manager at Locked Bag 2069, North Rye NSW 1670, 
by  email to cityofryde@ryde.nsw.gov.au.  
 
Bike Ryde-ing 
A free Bike Week event for adults and children will be held at the 
Meadowbank Netball Courts on Saturday 17 September.  The 
workshops focus on essential bicycle skills, safe cycling 
techniques for children and safe bicycle commuting skills for adult 
cyclists.  For full details go to www.bikenorth.org.au 
 
Family Flick   
Take the kids along to a Smurferrific Family Flick on Sunday 18 
September from 1.30pm at Events Cinemas Top Ryde City and 
help a great cause.  All funds raised will go towards the All-Abilities 
playground Council is building at Yamble Reserve in partnership 
with the Touched by Olivia Foundation.  There will be face 
painting, free cupcakes and prizes to be won.  Tickets are $20 
each and include a small drink and popcorn.   
 
Spring School Holidays 
Before signing off, just a reminder that with School Holidays just 
around the corner, now is the time to take a look at Council’s 
extensive program of School Holiday Activities.  These fun, safe 
activities will keep your kids occupied and costs are kept to a 
minimum.  For full details go to www.ryde.nsw.gov.au/vacationcare 
or call Customer Service on 9952 8222.  
 
Regards, 
Clr Artin Etmekdjian – Mayor  



MAYORAL COLUMN SEPTEMBER 7 
 
Ryde River Festival 11 September 
The annual Ryde Rivers Festival is on again at Kissing Point Park this 
Sunday.  We are looking forward to a great family day with entertainment, 
food stalls and plenty of activities such as the famous dragon boat challenge 
starting at 9.30am and a billy cart derby at midday.  It’s also a chance for you 
to drop by the Touched by Olivia Foundation stall to learn about our plans to 
build an all-abilities playground at Yamble Reserve in partnership with the 
Foundation. 
 
The day kicks off with a fun run and walk at 9.00am.  For full details go to 
www.ryderiverfestival.com or www.ryde.nsw.gov.au/whatson  
 
Eat History 
Our ‘Eat History’ promotion has been a great success with a feast of recipes 
celebrating the cultural heritage of our area’s residents.  From home grown 
Aussie treats, including one that goes back to the First Fleet, to special 
celebration recipes and cuisine from all corners of the globe, the recipes really 
celebrates ‘family’ and the diversity of our community. 
Why not join us for the launch of ‘Eat History’ and sample some of the dishes 
at Ryde Library on Thursday 8 September, 6.00 – 8.00pm.    
 
Ryde Civic Precinct 
The last of the community drop-in information sessions on the Ryde Civic 
Precinct Planning Proposal will be held on Thursday 8 September, 4.00-
6.00pm, at the Ryde Planning and Business Centre, situated below Ryde 
Library.   
 
We welcome your comments on our vision for the civic heart of our city and 
you can write to the General Manager, Locked Bag 2069, North Ryde NSW 
1670 or email cityofryde@ryde.nsw.gov.au.   
 
Heart Foundation Door Knock  
Before signing off, just a reminder the Heart Foundation’s Door Nock Appeal 
runs through September.  This charity relies on volunteers and public 
donations to carry out their lifesaving work, so give generously to help them 
raise their target of  $5million.  You could also become a volunteer collector by 
ringing 1800 552255 or register online at 
www.heartfundation.org.au/doorknock.  
 
Regards,  
Clr Artin Etmekdjian - Mayor 
 



MAYORAL COLUMN AUGUST 24 
 
Have Your Say Ryde Civic Precinct 
The Ryde Civic Precinct is a focal point for civic and community activity and 
you can have your say on the Planning Proposal for the potential 
redevelopment of this area during the public exhibition period which runs to 
Wednesday 21 September.   
 
Options under discussion include provision of a new multi-purpose 
performance space, Council chambers and a mixed-use development. 
 
 A Community Information Day will be held on Saturday 27 August, at Top 

Ryde City shopping centre in ‘La Piazza’ below Ryde Library, 11.00am – 
2.00pm.  Members of the project team will be there to answer your 
questions.   

 
 There will also be a Drop-in Information Session on Thursday 8 

September, at the Ryde Planning and Business Centre, 4.00 - 6.00pm. 
 
This is a once in a generation opportunity to shape our City’s future and we 
need your help to ensure we get it right. 
 
You can also view the proposal: 
 on line www.ryde.nsw.gov.au/rydecivicprecinct  
 Ryde Planning and Business Centre, 1 Pope Street, Ryde 
 Customer Service Centre, 1 Devlin Street, Ryde 
 West Ryde Library, 2 Graf Avenue, West Ryde 
 
Additional Bilingual Assistance 
The response to our Census Form bilingual assistance sessions has 
prompted Council to consider extending this service to assist members of our 
diverse community in filling out various Government forms.  I will keep you up 
to date on developments.    
 
Local Gardens In Bloom 
Winter is finally coming to a close and green thumbs across the City are 
carefully tending their gardens in readiness for our annual Spring Garden 
Competition. 
 
You have until next Wednesday 31 August to get your entry in and this year it 
looks like the judges will have their job cut out for them. 
 
Regards, 
Clr Artin Etmekdjian - Mayor 
 



MAYORAL COLUMN AUGUST 17 
 
Have Your Say Ryde Civic Precinct Planning Proposal 
Planning for the revitalisation of the Ryde Town Centre has been a priority of 
Council for many years and a Planning Proposal for the potential 
redevelopment of the Ryde Civic Precinct is now on public exhibition until 21 
September. This represents the second stage of upgrading Top Ryde, 
following the successful redevelopment of the shopping centre. 
 
The current Council premises which includes the Civic Centre, Civic Hall and 
the Argyle Centre are now well past their use-by date. The Civic Centre in 
particular is very expensive to run.  Upgrading the buildings over the next 20 
years is estimated to cost about $58 million and this is an unreasonable debt 
burden for our community.   
 
If Council could sell part of its land at the Civic Precinct site it could generate 
funds in excess of $60 million.  This would allow a new Civic facility to be 
included on the Devlin Street site that would provide a multi-function 
performance space, a variety of community rooms and new Council 
chambers.  It would also pay for new Council offices within our City where 
Council staff could be brought together.   
 
The Planning Proposal is the result of exhaustive analysis to see that what 
could be built on the site would be both acceptable from a planning point of 
view and be commercially viable to develop. 
 
This is a once in a generation opportunity to shape our City’s future and we 
need your help to ensure we get it right.   
 
Already we have consulted with key stakeholders and residents in preparing 
this concept and community consultation on a much wider scale is now under 
way.  This includes a six week public exhibition period, letter box drops, 
community drop in sessions and a community information day. 
 
Our new website www.ryde.nsw.gov.au makes it very easy for you to both 
view and comment on the Planning Proposal.  You can also view the concept 
at the Ryde Planning and Business Centre (1 Pope Street Ryde within top 
Ryde City shopping centre); Customer Service Centre (1 Devlin Street Ryde); 
West Ryde Library (2 Graf Avenue West Ryde). 
 
The current Ryde City View (Volume 5, No. 4) also contains a detailed 
brochure of the Planning Proposal.  You can download a copy of the Ryde 
City View from the Council website. 
 
New In-Door Sports Stadium Open 
Last weekend I was delighted to officially open the new Ryde Community and 
Sports Centre (RCSC).  This new centre provides the community excellent 
indoor sporting facilities and multi use community meeting spaces.  For details 
of the YMCA’s community sports competitions go to admin.rcsc@ymca.org.au 
or phone 9878 2223.    
 
Regards, 
Clr Artin Etmekdjian - Mayor 



 

 

 
Monday, 29 August 2011. 
 
Ryde Civic Precinct 
Planning Proposal – Public Consultation 
 
City of Ryde is encouraging community comment on the proposed changes to the 
planning controls for the Civic Centre site on Devlin Street that are currently on public 
exhibition. 
 
City of Ryde Mayor Clr Artin Etmekdjian says he’s been pleased by the level of 
community interest in the Proposal so far, which if approved, will provide a significant 
opportunity to complete the revitalisation of Top Ryde. 
 
“The Civic Precinct project team has undertaken a broad range of consultation 
activities over the past two to three weeks, including holding drop in sessions and 
organising project displays at the Civic Centre and the Ryde Planning and Business 
Centre”, said Clr Etmekdjian. 
 
“This is a significant proposal and it is important that we provide a wide range of 
opportunities to let people know what the proposed changes are about.” 
 
City of Ryde’s General Manager John Neish said Council is committed to engaging 
with the community, and confirmed that members of the project team have so far 
doorknocked more than 270 homes and have spoken with over 80 people at briefings 
and drop in sessions. 
 
The project team also held a community information day last Saturday, 27 August 
2011, in the Piazza of the Top Ryde City Shopping centre. Mr Neish said the 
information day was held to give people the chance to speak directly with members 
of the project team to discuss the proposal in detail. 
 
“The information day was a great success and was attended by more than 120 
people. I want to make sure the community is aware of what is being proposed and I 
am particularly heartened that people are taking the time to understand what the 
proposed planning changes are about”. 
 
“People have generally been positive about our plans, they’ve told us they appreciate 
the need to replace the current Civic Centre, which has passed the end of its 
operational life and is costly to maintain. But they also want to understand what 
safeguards are in place to ensure we can deliver new community facilities,” Mr Neish 
said. 
 
“Any future sale and potential development on the site is subject to the Planning 
Proposal being approved, and would depend on certain criteria being met before 
Council releases the land.  This includes providing a new multi-purpose performance  
 



 

 

 
 
exhibition space and new Council Chambers that achieves a five star green rating for 
environmental sustainability,” he said. 
 
Mr Neish also confirmed there had been some interest in the height of any future 
development and what could potentially be built on the site. 
 
“I want to stress that the model and drawings on display are only an indicative 
concept design and not a final design,” he said.  
 
“The model on display is simply a draft concept, and a number of significant planning 
approvals need to occur before we get into the design stage.”  
 
The Planning Proposal is only the first step towards unlocking funding to deliver new 
community facilities and replace Council offices which do not place a financial burden 
on rate payers. The Planning Proposal must be endorsed by Council then approved 
by the State Government before a competitive tendering and design process can 
occur. 
 
We are trying to amend the restrictive planning controls that could allow 
developments no taller than the existing building but up to 100,000sqm metres of 
floorspace on the site, which would result in a large, bulky development. By reducing 
the allowable floor space to 60,000sqm and allowing an increase in the height, we 
will get a better design and a more viable outcome,” said Mr Neish. 
 
The Planning Proposal is on public exhibition until Wednesday 21 September. The 
Proposal can be viewed on the Council’s website www.ryde.nsw.gov.au, at the Ryde 
Planning and Business Centre, 1 Pope Street, Ryde (within Top Ryde City shopping 
centre) and at City of Ryde Customer Service Centre, 1 Devlin Street, and at West 
Ryde Library. 
 
A further drop in session is planned at the Ryde Planning and Business Centre on 
Thursday 8 September between 4.00pm and 6.00pm. 
 
To make a submission on the Planning Proposal write to the General Manager, City 
of Ryde, Locked Bag 2069, North Ryde NSW 1670 or email cityofryde.nsw.gov.au. 
 
  
Media contact:  Lee Kirkland City of Ryde Media Officer 995 8083 



Monday 8 August 2011. 

RYDE CIVIC PRECINCT REDEVELOPMENT PROJECT GOES ON PUBLIC 
EXHIBITION 
 
A Planning Proposal for the redevelopment of the Ryde Civic Precinct will go on public 
exhibition for six weeks from this Wednesday. 
 
City of Ryde Mayor Clr Artin Etmekdjian has urged people to have a look at the Proposal 
which, if approved, will deliver much-needed new community facilities and achieve some 
of the key objectives of Ryde’s recently adopted Community Strategic Plan. 
 
“Council is keen to get feedback on this important project, which is a once in a generation 
opportunity to complete the revitalisation of Ryde’s Town Centre. 
 
“During the consultation period for our 2021 Community Strategic Plan, the community told 
us they wanted a vibrant town centre with a range of business and lifestyle opportunities at 
their doorstep. The new shopping centre is one stage in revitalising the town centre and 
developing the Council’s site is another stage in this process.” 
 
Clr Etmekdjian said the Planning Proposal, to amend planning controls for the site, would 
enable Council to sell part of its land at the Civic Centre to generate funds in excess of $60 
million.  This would enable a new Civic Centre to be included on the Devlin Street site 
including a modern new performance space and community facilities. 
 
 “Our community facilities urgently need updating.  The Planning Proposal for the Civic 
Precinct will help unlock the funds needed to provide new facilities without imposing a 
huge burden of debt on the community.” 
 
Clr Etmekdjian said that new civic and community facilities would be mandated in any new 
development and include: 
 

 a multi-function performance space with generous back-stage facilities and a 400 
seat auditorium 

 a variety of meeting and conference rooms for community use 

 a café, courtyard and outdoor meeting spaces 

 a new Mayoral Office and Council Chamber and efficient space for Councillors and 

 a rooftop community garden. 



General Manager John Neish said “The Civic Centre was built in the 60’s and is well past 
its use by date. It’s expensive to run, costing an additional $200,000 a year compared to a 
modern building of the same size. A further $12.5 million is required over the next five 
years just to maintain it. 
 
“Upgrading the building and meeting Council’s staff facility requirements over the next 20 
years is estimated to cost about $58 million and this is an unreasonable debt burden for 
our community, for no major gain.” 
 
Mr Neish confirmed the Planning Proposal was the result of exhaustive analysis to see 
that what could be built on the site would be both acceptable from a planning point of view 
and be commercially viable to develop.    
 
“If approved, the Planning Proposal would see the height limit increased, but the overall 
amount of floor space reduced,” he said. 
 
“This is important because under the current planning controls, the height of any future 
development is limited to the same height of the current building.  But the controls also 
allow for 100,000 m2 of building on the site. The current complex is less than 5,000 m2.  
The design that would follow from these controls may lead to a less than desirable urban 
form which would not be an acceptable or viable outcome for Council.” 
 
The Planning Proposal is seeking to change the maximum height allowed on the site and 
reduce the overall floor space to 60,000 m2. 
 
Mr Neish said funds raised could also pay for new Council offices nearby where Council 
staff could be brought together.   
 
“Currently, Council staff are spread across three locations. Bringing staff together in one 
location will help streamline our operations and improve efficiency.” 
 
Mr Neish said the concept design was simply a means of showing a potentially viable 
outcome to underpin a requirement to change the planning controls.  The drawings and 
plans illustrate what could be built on the site, not a real building. 
 
“If the proposal to alter the planning controls is approved by the State Government, 
Council will produce a Development Control Plan to ensure that future plans reflect the 
concept design principles. Council will issue a tender to developers and the best tender 
will be chosen based on intensive scrutiny of financial, design, sustainability and other 
important criteria. 
 
“The successful developer will then lodge a Development Application (DA) which, like this 
Planning Proposal, will be subject to community feedback but in that case, the design 
would be for real buildings. The DA and all the feedback will be analysed by independent 
planners as Council cannot assess it because it owns the land. 



“If the approved DA matches the outcome Council wants, that is, a new Civic Centre and 
good urban design, then Council may resolve for the land sale to go ahead and funding 
made available,” said Mr Neish. 
 
“I look forward to feedback from the community about this exciting new Proposal,” said Clr 
Etmekdjian. 
 
The Planning Proposal public exhibition will begin on Wednesday 10 August until 
Wednesday 21 September. It can be viewed on the Council’s website 
www.ryde.nsw.gov.au, at the Ryde Planning and Business Centre, 1 Pope Street, Ryde 
(within Top Ryde shopping centre) and at City of Ryde Customer Service Centre, 1 Devlin 
Street, and at West Ryde Library. Drop-in information sessions with members of the 
Project team will be available in the coming weeks.  
 
 

 
Media contact: Lee Kirkland City of Ryde Media Officer 9952 8083 
 



 

   



 

   



 

 

 



 

 

   



 

   



 



 


