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DOG OFF-LEASH TRIALS 2023
Background and Summary

At its meeting on 26 July 2022, Council resolved to identify new areas across Ryde as potential 
sites for dog off-leash areas. A report was then brought back to Council at its meeting on 13 
December 2022 with a proposal for an additional three new dog off-leash areas. It was resolved 
that the findings of this report be endorsed and for Council to implement a trial for a 12-month 
period at the three proposed locations. 

As such, Council commenced a 12-month trial of three new dog off-leash areas. The trial ran 
from Monday 20 March 2023 –  Wednesday 20 March 2024 at the following sites:

• Warrawong Reserve, Eastwood
• Brereton Park, East Ryde
• Fontenoy Park, Macquarie Park (when not used for organised sport)

As part of this trial, Council installed a dog bowl, dog waste bin and bag dispenser at each 
location.

The trails and consultation period were promoted to the community through the City of Ryde’s 
Have Your Say webpage, flyers to residents surrounding the trial sites, signage at the trial site, 
eNewsletter to interested stakeholders, and listings in the local newspaper and the Your City 
News eNewsletter.

The Have Your Say page, online survey and signage for Warrawong Reserve were available to 
the community in four languages – English, Chinese Simplified, Chinese Traditional, and Korean. 

In total 131 respondents from the community provided comments. 121 respondents provided 
survey responses online, 5 respondents provided email submissions, and 5 respondents 
provided both survey responses and email submissions.
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DOG OFF-LEASH TRIALS 2023
Community Consultation Methodology

Date Tool Stakeholders Overview Engagement

Mon 20 
Mar 2023 
to Wed 20 
Mar 2024

Have your 
Say Website* Website users

A project webpage with background 
information, online survey and project 
updates. 

1,564 page 
views

646 unique 
page views

65% 
engagement 
rate

Mon 20 
Mar 2023 
to Wed 20 
Mar 2024

Online 
Survey* Website users

An online survey where stakeholders 
could provide feedback on the trials. 
This was accessed through Council’s 
Have Your Say webpage.

126 responses 
received

Mon 20 
Mar 2023 
to Wed 20 
Mar 2024

Information 
phone line 
and email

All 
stakeholders

The City of Ryde main phone line and 
email address was provided for the trials 
and was open for feedback from the 
community.

10 email 
submissions 
received

Mon 20 
Mar 2023 
to Wed 20 
Mar 2024

A4 Flyer

Surrounding 
residents 
adjacent to 
park - 200m 
radius from 
each trial site

A double sided A4 flyer was letterbox 
dropped to promote the trials and 
feedback opportunities.

1710 flyers 
approx.

Mon 20 
Mar 2023 
to Wed 20 
Mar 2024

Park Signage* Park users

Park signage was placed at each trial 
location to promote the trial and 
feedback opportunities for park users 
and interested stakeholders.

6 x A2 signs
(2 x signs at 
each location)
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DOG OFF-LEASH TRIALS 2023
Community Consultation Methodology

Date Tool Stakeholders Overview Engagement

Wed 22 
Mar 2023

Have Your 
Say 
eNewsletter

Past Dog Off-
Leash Trial HYS 
Submitters

eNewsletter emailed to promote the 
trials and provide information on 
feedback opportunities

812 
eNewsletters 
distributed

546 
eNewsletters 
opened

Mar 2023 
– Mar 
2024

Open 
community 
consultations 
listing in Your 
City News 
eNewsletter

Your City News 
subscribers

Listed in City News open community 
consultations section to promote the 
trials and consultation opportunities for 
all stakeholders.

4,043 
eNewsletters 
distributed

1,727 
eNewsletters 
opened

(March 2024 
distribution)

Each Wed 
from 22 
Mar 2023 
to 13 Mar 
2024

Open 
community 
consultations 
advertisement 
in The Weekly 
Times

Newspaper 
readership

Listed in open community consultation 
newspaper advertisement to promote 
the trials and consultation opportunities 
for all stakeholders.

38,000 total 
print readership

* Translations in Chinese Traditional, Chinese Simplified, and Korean were provided for the Have Your 
Say webpage, Survey, and Signage for the Warrawong Reserve, Eastwood trial site.



66%
9%
8%

4%
3%
3%
2%
2%
2%
1%
3%

Macquarie Park

East Ryde

Eastwood

West Ryde

North Ryde

Ryde

Denistone West

Gladesville

Marsfield

Melrose Park

Other

Female
58%

Male
39%

Other
3%
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SURVEY 
RESPONSES

121
EMAIL 
SUBMISSIONS

5
EMAIL SUBMISSIONS & 
SURVEY RESPONSES

5

Feedback by location^ 
(survey responses & email submissions)

Note: ^Respondents could indicate multiple responses, hence total does not add to 100% * denotes optional questions. 

Gender* 
(survey responses, n=114)

31%

41%

18%

11%

18-34

35-49

50-64

65 and over

Age*
(survey responses, n=114)

Suburb*
(survey responses, n=116)

4%  Cantonese
3%  Mandarin

96%  English

Top 3 Languages Spoken* 
(survey response, n=114)

DOG OFF-LEASH TRIALS 2023
Community Consultation Results
Feedback across all sites

28

23

97

Warrawong Reserve, Eastwood

Brereton Park, East Ryde

Fontenoy Park, Macquarie Park**

Number of respondents (n)

Dog ownership*
(survey responses, n=115)

Yes
63%No, but I 

walk dog(s)
9%

No
28%

82%

14%

1%

1 dog

2 dogs

4 dogs

36%

46%

14%

Small dog(s)

Medium dog(s)

Large dog(s)

Only asked of respondents who are dog owners

**incl. email only submissions mentioned on p15



Yes, with 
a dog(s)

50%Yes, 
without a 

dog
29%

No, I have 
not visited

21%
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DOG OFF-LEASH TRIALS 2023
Community Consultation Results
Warrawong Reserve, Eastwood

Warrawong Reserve, Eastwood 
(Low sample size, results to be used as indicative only)

Visit during trial period (n=28)

Note: Only survey responses are included. Percentages may not total 100% due to rounding to nearest percentage point. Low sample sizes; use 
results as indicative only

Half of respondents (50%) visited the trial dog off-leash at Warrawong Research, Eastwood 
with a dog(s), whilst 29% visited without dogs. In total, 57% of respondents visited the park 
at least once a week or more during the trial period. 43% of respondents supports the 
trial to become permanent but with changes (suggesting the need for a fence to be 
installed due to the proximity to road); compared to 21% who support and 25% who do 
not support the trial to become permanent.

The top three most liked aspects of the trial dog off-leash at Warrawong 
Reserve were the large size of the park which allows dogs adequate 
exercise space; the natural environment including sloped terrain and 
trees providing shade; and the convenience and accessibility of the 
location to local users.

The biggest concern was the speed of cars travelling down on the 
adjacent Darvall Road and the suggestion for a fence to be installed to 
ensure safety.

Support / Do Not Support trial to 
become permanent (n=28)

Support
21%

Support with 
changes

43%

Do not 
support

25%

No 
preference 

/ unsure
11%

32% 25% 7%7% 14% 14%

At least 3 times a week At least once a week
At least once a fortnight At least once a month
Less often Have not visited during trial

Frequency of visits (n=28)

Wants fencing 
(concerned of 

speed of 
adjacent road)



45%

40%

35%

20%

15%

10%

10%

Large space / not crowded

Natural environment / shade / topography

Location / convenience / accessibility

Space is much needed by community

Space not used by neighbourhood / under
utilised

Socialising with others / sense of community

Needs fencing / concerned speed of
adjacent road

Like most about the trial at Warrawong Reserve* (n=20)

Note: Only survey responses are included. Only themes with >1 mentions are charted. Percentages do not total 100% 
because each respondent can provide multiple themes in their verbatim. Low sample sizes; use results as indicative only. 
* denotes optional questions. 

Likes Concerns Suggestions
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DOG OFF-LEASH TRIALS 2023
Community Consultation Results
Warrawong Reserve, Eastwood

68%

18%

14%

9%

9%

9%

Needs fencing / concerned speed of
adjacent road

Needs bins / bags / water

Oppose off-leash trial

Concerned intrusion on adjacent properties

Impacts wider community's usage / safety
concerns (e.g. aggressive dogs)

Concerned of dog faeces

Ideas or suggestions for improvement regarding the trial at Warrawong Reserve* 
(n=22)



Yes, with 
a dog(s)

52%
Yes, 

without a 
dog
26%

No, I have 
not visited

22%
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DOG OFF-LEASH TRIALS 2023
Community Consultation Results
Brereton Park, East Ryde

Visit during trial period (n=23)

Support
48%

Support with 
changes

17%

Do not 
support

35%

13% 26% 13% 4% 26% 17%

At least 3 times a week At least once a week
At least once a fortnight At least once a month
Less often Have not visited during trial

Frequency of visits (n=23)

Note: Only survey responses are included. Percentages may not total 100% due to rounding to nearest percentage point. Low sample sizes; use 
results as indicative only

Support / Do Not Support trial to 
become permanent (n=23)

Wants fencing 
(concerned of 

speed of 
adjacent road)

Brereton Park, East Ryde
(Low sample size, results to be used as indicative only)

Over half of respondents (52%) visited the trial dog off-leash at Brereton Park, East Ryde 
with a dog(s), whilst 26% visited without dogs and 22% did not visit during the trial period. 
Under 40% of respondents visited the park at least once a week or more, whilst 43% 
visited it less than a month or did not visit at all during the trial. The largest group of 
respondents (48%) supports the trial to become permanent, with 35% who do not 
support it.

The top three most liked aspects of the trial dog off-leash at Brereton 
Park were the natural environment including the terrain which 
provides opportunity to exercise; large and open space; and the 
convenience and accessibility of the location to local users.

The biggest concern was the danger of dogs running onto Pittwater 
Road and the suggestion for a fence to be installed. Some suggested 
for bins, bags, water station to be installed and grass to be maintained.



50%

38%

38%

25%

13%

13%

Natural environment / shade / topography
provides exercise (e.g. slope)

Large space / not crowded

Location / convenience / accessibility

Space not used by neighbourhood / under
utilised

Needs fencing / concerned speed of adjacent
road

Much needed off-leash space

Like most about the trial at Brereton Park* (n=16)

Likes Concerns Suggestions
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DOG OFF-LEASH TRIALS 2023
Community Consultation Results
Brereton Park, East Ryde

29%

24%

18%

18%

12%

Oppose off-leash trial (general)

Needs fencing / concerned speed of
adjacent road

Needs bin / bags / water

Grass needs maintenance

Concerned about dog faeces / irresponsible
owners

Ideas or suggestions for improvement regarding the trial at Brereton Park* (n=17)

Note: Only survey responses are included. Only themes with >1 mentions are charted. Percentages do not total 100% 
because each respondent can provide multiple themes in their verbatim. Low sample sizes; use results as indicative only.
* denotes optional questions. 



Yes, with 
a dog(s)

59%

Yes, 
without a 

dog
38%

No, I have 
not visited

3%

12

DOG OFF-LEASH TRIALS 2023
Community Consultation Results
Fontenoy Park, Macquarie Park

FONTENOY PARK, MACQUARIE PARK (when not used for organised sport)

Visit during trial period (n=92)

Support
58%

Support with 
changes

11%

Do not 
support

28%

No preference / 
unsure

3%

70% 12%

4% 4%

8%

2%
At least 3 times a week At least once a week
At least once a fortnight At least once a month
Less often Have not visited during trial

Frequency of visits (n=92)

Wants fencing 
(separate 

playground)

Note: Only survey responses are included. Percentages may not total 100% due to rounding to nearest percentage point.

Support / Do Not Support trial to 
become permanent (n=92)

Over half of the respondents (59%) visited the trial dog off-leash at Fontenoy Park, 
Macquarie Park with a dog(s), whilst 38% visited without dogs. A high 70% of respondents 
visited the park at least 3 times a week during the trial period. The largest proportion of 
respondents (58%) indicated support for the trial to become permanent, followed by 11% 
who support with changes. However, 28% do not support the trial becoming permanent.

Having the opportunity to socialise with others and developing a sense of 
community was by far the most liked aspect of the trial at Fontenoy Park 
(mentioned by almost half of respondents). Other aspects enjoyed by users 
included the large and uncrowded space; and the convenience and 
accessibility of the location to local users; the ability to exercise for dogs 
and owners; and the natural and peaceful environment (incl. shade).

The top concerns were relating to the absence of fencing separating 
unleashed dogs from the playground and the risk to small children who 
frequent the park. Furthermore, concerns were expressed around the 
impact of having unleashed dogs on the wider community’s recreational 
activities and fear of unwanted confrontations.



47%

19%

19%

18%

15%

14%

14%

10%

9%

9%

8%

6%

5%

5%

4%

3%

3%

Socialising with others / sense of community

Large space / not crowded / unfenced

Location / convenience / accessibility

Good space for dogs & owners to exercise

Natural environment / shade / topography /
peaceful

Oppose off-leash trial (general)

Well behaved dogs / safe with children

Responsible dog owners / remove faeces

Concerned risk to children / impacts wider
community's usage

Supports off-leash trial & consultation (general)

Much needed off-leash space

Safe space for dogs

Needs fencing / concerned speed of adjacent
road

Available water / bin / bags

Space not used by neighbourhood / under
utilised

Concerned of dog faeces / irresponsible
owners

Likes space for family and sports activities

Like most about the trial at Fontenoy Park* (n=79)

Likes

Concerns
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DOG OFF-LEASH TRIALS 2023
Community Consultation Results
Fontenoy Park, Macquarie Park

Note: Only survey responses are included. Only themes with >1 mentions are charted. Percentages do not total 100% 
because each respondent can provide multiple themes in their verbatim. * denotes optional questions. 



DOG OFF-LEASH TRIALS 2023
Community Consultation Results
Fontenoy Park, Macquarie Park

46%

25%

18%

17%

13%

11%

8%

7%

5%

3%

3%

Needs fencing / concerned of playground & road
safety)

Concerned risk to children / confrontations with
public / impacts on wider community's usage

Needs water / bins / bags

Oppose trial (general)

Needs signage with rules

Irresponsible owners not picking up dog faeces

Support trial (general)

Issue with playground gate closure / wants auto-
close gates

Restrict off-leash area to section of park

Likes unfenced space

Responsible owners / remove dog faeces

Ideas or suggestions for improvement regarding the trial at Fontenoy Park* (n=76)

Likes

Concerns

Suggestions

Note: Only survey responses are included. Only themes with >1 mentions are charted. Percentages do not total 100% 
because each respondent can provide multiple themes in their verbatim. * denotes optional questions. 



45%

22%

18%

12%

11%

11%

8%

6%

6%

5%

5%

4%

4%

2%

2%

2%

Supports trial / expressing thanks

Concerned risk to children / confrontations with
public / impacts on wider community's usage

Needs fencing / concerned of playground & road
safety

Socialising with others / sense of community

Oppose trial

Concerned about dog faeces / irresponsible
owners

Much needed off-leash space

Trial benefit those without dogs

Needs more bins / bags / other facilities

Good use of space / underutilised

Good exercise for dogs and owners

Owners are responsible / respects park users

Likes location / convenience / accessibility

Likes large space / unfenced

Suggests additional off-leash parks

Needs signage

Further comments or suggestions regarding the Dog Off-Leash Trial 
(includes responses from surveys and emails, n=85)

Likes

Concerns

Suggestions
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DOG OFF-LEASH TRIALS 2023
Community Consultation Results
Feedback across all sites

Note: Only themes with >1 mentions are charted. Percentages do not total 100% because each respondent can provide 
multiple themes in their verbatim.
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DOG OFF-LEASH TRIALS 2023
Appendices

HAVE YOUR SAY WEBPAGE
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DOG OFF-LEASH TRIALS 2023
Appendices (continued)

HAVE YOUR SAY ENEWSLETTER
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DOG OFF-LEASH TRIALS 2023
Appendices (continued)

A4 FLYERS

Warrawong Reserve flyer

Warrawong Reserve flyer distribution area
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DOG OFF-LEASH TRIALS 2023
Appendices (continued)

A4 FLYERS (CONTINUED)

Brereton Park flyer

Brereton Park flyer distribution area
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DOG OFF-LEASH TRIALS 2023
Appendices (continued)

A4 FLYERS (CONTINUED)

Fontenoy Park flyer

Fontenoy Park flyer distribution area
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DOG OFF-LEASH TRIALS 2023
Appendices (continued)

PARK SIGNAGE

Warrawong Reserve Brereton Park
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DOG OFF-LEASH TRIALS 2023
Appendices (continued)

PARK SIGNAGE

Fontenoy Park
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DOG OFF-LEASH TRIALS 2023
Appendices (continued)

NEWSPAPER AD - OPEN COMMUNITY CONSULTATIONS
THE WEEKLY TIMES
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DOG OFF-LEASH TRIALS 2023
Appendices (continued)

YOUR CITY NEWS


