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Synopsis 

Welcome to No.12 Rue des Amants: a beautiful old apartment block, far from the glittering lights 

of the Eiffel Tower and the bustling banks of the Seine. Where nothing goes unseen. And everyone has 

a story to unlock. The watchful concierge, the scorned lover, the prying journalist, the naive 

student, the unwanted guest... Something terrible happened here last night. A mystery lies 

behind the door of apartment three. Only you hold the key...  
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Lucy Foley studied English literature at Durham University and University College London and worked 
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If you liked this book, you may also like… 

• Lock every door by Riley Sager 

• The girl before by J.P. Delaney 

• Such a quiet place by Megan Miranda 
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Discussion Starters—contains spoilers 
 

 Why did Jess decide to come to Paris? 

 Ben is Jess’ half-brother and though they were raised by different families, they’re really the only 
family each other has. We only got brief hints and explanations of their shared past. Did you want 
to know more about their backstory, particularly when it came to their mother? 

 Jess eventually gets into the apartment and Ben is no where to be found. How would you have 
handled the situation if you were Jess? 

 Ben was raised by a well-off foster family while Jess bounced around several toxic and abusive 
homes. How did this differing upbringing influence who they became as adults? 

 Were you surprised when it turned out that Sophie, Nick, Mimi, Antoine, Jacques are one big 
family and not just random residents? Or did you see it coming before the reveal? 

 Ben if oftentimes referred to as a chameleon—while he is always charming, he can somewhat 
blend with whoever he’s with and Nick remarks that he probably never knew the real Ben. What is 
your overall impression of Ben? Why do you think he always wears a mask so to speak? 

 Did you like the Paris setting? 

 Did you believe that Ben was dead or did you suspect that he could potentially be alive? 

 Let’s talk about the climax. We find out after Nick revealed to Jacques what Ben was doing—he 
went to kill Ben but Mimi stopped him and ended up killing Jacques. Sophie, hating Jacques and 
caring for Ben, covers up Jacques’ murder and keeps Ben alive. What were your thoughts about 
this reveal? 

 After Ben is saved by Jess, he tells her: “I couldn’t help myself, you know? That family. Everything 
we never had. I wanted to be part of it. I wanted them to love me. And at the same time, I wanted 
to destroy them. Partly for living off women who might have been Mum, at one stage in her life. 
But also, I suppose, just because I could.” What is your interpretation of this line and Ben’s 
motivations with the family? 

 Did you like the ending? What happens next for each of the main characters? 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 


