
 

PAGE 1 OF 2 

Synopsis 

Question: How long does it take to tear someone's life apart? Answer: Sometimes just one night. 

From the outside the parents of the kindergarten class at Darley Heights primary school seem to have 

it all. Living in the wealthy Sydney suburbs, it's a community where everyone knows each other - and 

secrets don't stay secret for long. The big date in the calendar is the school's annual 

fundraising trivia night, but when the evening gets raucously out of hand, talk turns to partner-

swapping. Initially scandalised, it's not long before a group of parents make a reckless one-night-only 

pact. But in the harsh light of day, those involved must face the fallout of their behaviour. As they begin 

to navigate the shady aftermath of their wild night, the truth threatens to rip their perfect lives apart - 

and revenge turns fatal.  
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Discussion Starters 

 

1. What was your favourite part of the book? 

2. What was your least favourite? 

3. Did you race to the end, or was it more of a slow burn? 

4. What did you think of the writing? What passages strike you as insightful, even profound? 
Perhaps a bit of dialog that's funny or poignant or that encapsulates a character? Maybe there's a 
particular comment that states the book's thematic concerns? 

5. How did you experience the book? Were you engaged immediately, or did it take you a while to 
"get into it"? How did you feel reading it—amused, sad, disturbed, confused, bored...? 

6. Describe the main characters—personality traits, motivations, and inner qualities. 
• Why do characters do what they do? 
• Are their actions justified? 
• Describe the dynamics between characters (in a marriage, family, or friendship). 
• How has the past shaped their lives? 
• Do you admire or disapprove of them? 
• Do they remind you of people you know? 

7. Are the main characters dynamic—changing or maturing by the end of the book? Do they learn 
about themselves, how the world works and their role in it? 

8. What surprised you most about the book? 

9. How did your opinion of the book change as you read it? 

10. Has this novel changed you—broadened your perspective? Have you learned something new or 
been exposed to different ideas about people or a certain part of the world? Do you think you'll 
remember it in a few months or years? 

11. If you could ask the author a question, what would you ask? Have you read other books by the 
same author? If so how does this book compare. If not, does this book inspire you to read others? 
How does the book's title work in relation to the book's contents? If you could give the book a new 
title, what would it be? 

12. Is this book overrated or underrated? 

13. Did this book remind you of any other books? 

14. Would you ever consider re-reading it? Why or why not? 

15. Are there lingering questions from the book you're still thinking about? 

16. Did the book strike you as original? 

17. Is the ending satisfying? If so, why? If not, why not...and how would you change it? 

 

 

Author biography from—https://www.aliloweauthor.com/about 

 

 

 


