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Agenda of the Council Meeting No. 10/24, dated Tuesday 23 July 2024. 
 

5 DOG OFF-LEASH FEASIBILITY - CHARITY CREEK CASCADES  

Report prepared by: Manager - Parks and Open Spaces 
       File No.: GRP/24/36 - BP24/253  
 
REPORT SUMMARY 
 
This report has been prepared in response to the resolution endorsed at the Council 
meeting on 26 July 2022: 
 

(a) That Council permit on a 12-month trial basis, dog off leash use of the 
area at 55 Linton Avenue, Charity Creek Cascades. 

 
(b) That suitable facilities for this use be installed to support the activity 

funded from the open space operational maintenance budget. 
 
(c) That a further report be presented to Council following this trial. 

 
Council resolved to conduct a 12-month trial for dog off-leash use at Charity Creek 
Cascades playground at 55 Linton Avenue, West Ryde. The dog off-leash trial 
commenced on Wednesday, 7 September 2022 and concluded on Wednesday, 6 
September 2023. As part of the trial Council installed a dog bowl, dog waste bin and 
bag dispenser at the park.  
 
Council conducted community consultation for the duration of the trial and a total of 
53 submissions were received from the community. The majority of respondents (72 
percent) were supportive of dog off leash use within Charity Creek Cascades 
playground. The remaining 28 percent did not support the trial on the basis of safety. 
 
Charity Cascades is a high-risk flood prone area, and any development or use of the 
land must avoid adverse or cumulative impacts on flood behaviour to minimise flood 
risk to life and neighbouring property. Based on this flood risk only an unfenced off-
leash area can be considered for this location.   
 
RECOMMENDATION: 
 
That Council declares the public area (by issue of an order) that it is to be an off-
leash area (unfenced) pursuant to Section 13(6) of the Companion Animals Act 1988 
at 55 Linton Avenue, West Ryde.  
 
ATTACHMENTS 
1  Consultation Report - September 2023 - Charity Creek Cascades - Dog Off-

Leash Trial 
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ITEM 5 (continued) 

Agenda of the Council Meeting No. 10/24, dated Tuesday 23 July 2024. 
 

 
Report Prepared By: 
 
Scott Wilkie 
Manager - Parks and Open Spaces  
 
Report Approved By: 
 
Charles Mahfoud 
Executive Manager - City Infrastructure 
 
Luke Homann 
General Manager - Business and Operations  
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Agenda of the Council Meeting No. 10/24, dated Tuesday 23 July 2024. 
 

 
Discussion 
 
Background 
 
In February 2022 Council resolved to investigate and report on establishing a dog off-
leash area at 55 Linton Avenue within Charity Creek Cascades. As a result of this 
process, Council further resolved at the 26 July 2022 Council Meeting to permit a 12-
month trial for a dog off leash area at 55 Linton Avenue. The dog off-leash trial 
commenced from Wednesday, 7 September 2022 and concluded on Wednesday, 6 
September 2023. This trial included the installation of a dog bowl, waste bin and bag 
dispenser. 
 
If the results of the trial supports the creation of an off leash park at 55 Linton 
Avenue, West Ryde. Council will be required to declare the public area (by issue of an 
order) that it is to be an off-leash area (unfenced) pursuant to Section 13(6) of the 
Companion Animals Act 1988. 
 

 
Image1. Displays the location of the trial at 55 Linton Avenue West Ryde. 
 
Community Consultation  
 
Council undertook an online and written submission consultation period from 
Wednesday 7 September 2022 to Wednesday 6 September 2023. This was promoted 
through the City of Ryde’s Have Your Say website, flyers to surrounding residents, 
signage in the park, Facebook ads, listings in the local newspaper and the Your City 
News eNewsletter.  
 
At the conclusion of the survey period a total of 53 submissions were received from 
the community, with 51 from the online survey and 2 email submissions. Most 
community respondents were dog owners, many of whom visited the dog park at 
least once a fortnight during the trial period. A summary of the consultation outcomes 
is provided below. 
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Agenda of the Council Meeting No. 10/24, dated Tuesday 23 July 2024. 
 

 

 
 
Approximately fifty percent (50%) of respondent’s support making the Charity Creek 
Cascades playground a permanent dog off-leash area, citing the convenient location, 
the desire for a space dedicated for dogs to be off-leash, and the provision of support 
facilities such as bins, poo-bags and water facilities as the key reasons contributing 
to this view.  
 
24 percent of respondents who supported the dog off-leash also suggested changes 
such as installing a fence (for road safety), additional support facilities (more poo 
bags, water facilities); maintaining the lawn; provide additional seating; and provide 
more dog off-leash areas. 
 
The 26 percent respondents not supporting an off-leash area becoming permanent, 
expressed safety concerns for other park users, children and the potential of dogs 
running onto Linton Avenue. 
 
Constraints 
 
Under the City of Ryde 2017 flood risk precinct mapping Charity Creek Cascades is 
identified as being a high flood risk area. As a high flood risk area, it is imperative that 
any development or use of the land avoids adverse or cumulative impacts on flood 
behaviour and the environment to minimise flood risk to life and neighbouring 
property. 
 
Based on the flood risk, any use of fencing or other park infrastructure which would 
have the potential to impede flow of water in a flood event should be avoided to 
minimise the risk of negative impacts on surrounding properties. As a result, only an 
unfenced dog off-leash area should be considered for this location.  
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Image 2: The 2017 Flood Risk Map for Charity Creek Cascades displays the proposed off-
leash site identified as numbers 55, 55A and 57 Linton Avenue, West Ryde located in the 
purple high-risk area. 
 
 
Financial Implications 
 
Adoption of the recommendation will have no financial impact. 
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Agenda of the Council Meeting No. 10/24, dated Tuesday 23 July 2024. 
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Agenda of the Council Meeting No. 10/24, dated Tuesday 23 July 2024. 
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Agenda of the Council Meeting No. 10/24, dated Tuesday 23 July 2024. 
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Agenda of the Council Meeting No. 10/24, dated Tuesday 23 July 2024. 
 

  



  
 

Council Reports  Page 122 
 
ITEM 5 (continued) ATTACHMENT 1 
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