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Agenda of the Council Meeting No. 5/25, dated Tuesday 27 May 2025. 
 

COUNCIL REPORTS 

1 ITEMS PUT WITHOUT DEBATE  

Report prepared by: Civic Services Manager 
       File No.: CLM/25/1/1/2 - BP25/353  
 

 
REPORT SUMMARY 
 
In accordance with Council’s Code of Meeting Practice, Council can determine 
those matters on the Agenda that can be adopted without the need for any 
discussion. 
 

 
RECOMMENDATION: 
 
That Council determine the Items on Council’s Agenda that will be adopted without 
debate. 
 
OR 
 
That Council determine all Items on the Agenda. 
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Agenda of the Council Meeting No. 5/25, dated Tuesday 27 May 2025. 
 

2 CONFIRMATION OF MINUTES - Extraordinary Council Meeting held on 30 
April 2025  

Report prepared by: Civic Services Manager 
       File No.: CLM/25/1/1/2 - BP25/354  
 

 
REPORT SUMMARY 
 
In accordance with Council’s Code of Meeting Practice, a motion or discussion with 
respect to such minutes shall not be in order except with regard to their accuracy 
as a true record of the proceedings. 
 

 
RECOMMENDATION: 
 
That the Minutes of the Extraordinary Council Meeting 4/25, held on 30 April 2025 
be confirmed. 
 

 
ATTACHMENTS 
1  MINUTES - Extraordinary Council Meeting - 30 April 2025  
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ITEM 2 (continued) ATTACHMENT 1 

Agenda of the Council Meeting No. 5/25, dated Tuesday 27 May 2025. 
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ITEM 2 (continued) ATTACHMENT 1 

Agenda of the Council Meeting No. 5/25, dated Tuesday 27 May 2025. 
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ITEM 2 (continued) ATTACHMENT 1 

Agenda of the Council Meeting No. 5/25, dated Tuesday 27 May 2025. 
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ITEM 2 (continued) ATTACHMENT 1 

Agenda of the Council Meeting No. 5/25, dated Tuesday 27 May 2025. 
 

  



  
 

Council Reports  Page 7 
 
ITEM 2 (continued) ATTACHMENT 1 

Agenda of the Council Meeting No. 5/25, dated Tuesday 27 May 2025. 
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ITEM 2 (continued) ATTACHMENT 1 

Agenda of the Council Meeting No. 5/25, dated Tuesday 27 May 2025. 
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ITEM 2 (continued) ATTACHMENT 1 

Agenda of the Council Meeting No. 5/25, dated Tuesday 27 May 2025. 
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ITEM 2 (continued) ATTACHMENT 1 

Agenda of the Council Meeting No. 5/25, dated Tuesday 27 May 2025. 
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ITEM 2 (continued) ATTACHMENT 1 

Agenda of the Council Meeting No. 5/25, dated Tuesday 27 May 2025. 
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ITEM 2 (continued) ATTACHMENT 1 

Agenda of the Council Meeting No. 5/25, dated Tuesday 27 May 2025. 
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ITEM 2 (continued) ATTACHMENT 1 

Agenda of the Council Meeting No. 5/25, dated Tuesday 27 May 2025. 
 

  



  
 

Council Reports  Page 14 
 
ITEM 2 (continued) ATTACHMENT 1 

Agenda of the Council Meeting No. 5/25, dated Tuesday 27 May 2025. 
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ITEM 2 (continued) ATTACHMENT 1 

Agenda of the Council Meeting No. 5/25, dated Tuesday 27 May 2025. 
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ITEM 2 (continued) ATTACHMENT 1 

Agenda of the Council Meeting No. 5/25, dated Tuesday 27 May 2025. 
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ITEM 2 (continued) ATTACHMENT 1 

Agenda of the Council Meeting No. 5/25, dated Tuesday 27 May 2025. 
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ITEM 2 (continued) ATTACHMENT 1 

Agenda of the Council Meeting No. 5/25, dated Tuesday 27 May 2025. 
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ITEM 2 (continued) ATTACHMENT 1 

Agenda of the Council Meeting No. 5/25, dated Tuesday 27 May 2025. 
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ITEM 2 (continued) ATTACHMENT 1 

Agenda of the Council Meeting No. 5/25, dated Tuesday 27 May 2025. 
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ITEM 2 (continued) ATTACHMENT 1 

Agenda of the Council Meeting No. 5/25, dated Tuesday 27 May 2025. 
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ITEM 2 (continued) ATTACHMENT 1 

Agenda of the Council Meeting No. 5/25, dated Tuesday 27 May 2025. 
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ITEM 2 (continued) ATTACHMENT 1 

Agenda of the Council Meeting No. 5/25, dated Tuesday 27 May 2025. 
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ITEM 2 (continued) ATTACHMENT 1 

Agenda of the Council Meeting No. 5/25, dated Tuesday 27 May 2025. 
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Agenda of the Council Meeting No. 5/25, dated Tuesday 27 May 2025. 
 

3 MARCH QUARTERLY BUDGET REVIEW AND QUARTER THREE 
PROGRESS REPORT  

Report prepared by: Senior Coordinator - Management Accounting and Business 
Strategy 

       File No.: FIM/23/99/1 - BP25/307  
 
 
 

REPORT SUMMARY  
 
The purpose of this report is to review the adopted income and expenditure on a 
quarterly basis and to consider any variations against the Adopted Budget as 
required by the Local Government (General) Regulation 2021, and associated 
regulations. 
 
Council’s financial position is satisfactory, and the March 2025 Quarterly Review 
shows that actuals are on track to meet the results forecasted in the Revised 
Budget.  
 
The budget variations proposed in this Review will not change the projected 
Unrestricted Cash balance of $8.5m as at 30 June 2025. These funds are held to 
cover day to day operational needs and is considered Council’s working capital. In 
addition, these funds are required to meet any unknown or unexpected costs and 
should not to be reallocated for other purposes. 
 
FINANCIAL HIGHLIGHTS 
 
The following are key financial highlights which demonstrates sustainable financial 
performance: 
 
 Unrestricted cash is projected to be maintained at $8.5m 
 Budgeted Infrastructure Spend of $87.8m to renew and replace assets 
 Cash & Investments earning above benchmark rates of return 
 Rates and Annual Charges collected on track at 76.9% 
 Debt service ratio well above benchmark 
 Maintaining current levels of service 

 
QUARTER THREE PROGRESS REPORT – Delivery Program and Operational 
Plan 2024-2025 
 
To ensure that the Council is informed of key deliverables and the tracking of 
ongoing activities, capital works, projects, and service delivery, the ‘2024-2025 
Quarter Three Progress Report January to March 2025’ is provided in 
ATTACHMENT 2 – CIRCULATED UNDER SEPARATE COVER. 
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ITEM 3 (continued) 

Agenda of the Council Meeting No. 5/25, dated Tuesday 27 May 2025. 
 

 
In accordance with the legislative requirements and the provisions of the Local 
Government Act 1993 and the published Office of Local Government NSW IP&R 
Guidelines September 2021, the Quarterly Progress Report covering the period 
from 1 January 2025 to 31 March 2025 will be tabled for endorsement at a Council 
meeting, and then publicly released to the Community via the City of Ryde’s 
website. 
 

 
RECOMMENDATION: 
 
(a) That Council endorses the proposed budget variations as detailed in 

ATTACHMENT 1.  
 
(b) That Council receives, notes and endorses the Operational Plan 2024-2025 

Quarter Three Progress Report January to March 2025 as provided in 
ATTACHMENT 2. 
 

 
ATTACHMENTS 
1  QBR3 Review Reports  
2  City of Ryde 2024-2025 Quarter Three Progress Report (Jan-Mar 2025) - 

CIRCULATED UNDER SEPARATE COVER 
 

  
Report Prepared By: 
 
Jifeng Huang 
Senior Coordinator - Management Accounting and Business Strategy  
 
Report Approved By: 
 
Steven Harris 
Chief Financial Officer  
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ITEM 3 (continued) 

Agenda of the Council Meeting No. 5/25, dated Tuesday 27 May 2025. 
 

 
Discussion 
 
Budget 2024/2025 

 
Council’s Operational Plan 2024/2025 was adopted by Council on 25 June 2024.  
 
Since the adoption of the Original Budget, initial forecasts have been affected by 
various factors. These factors include Federal and State Government policy, 
unexpected grant income, and decisions made by Council since the budget was 
originally set. 
 
Budget variations proposed in this Review will no impact on Council’s projected 
Unrestricted Cash balance of $8.5m as at 30 June 2025. These funds are held to 
cover day to day operational needs and is considered Council’s working capital. In 
addition, these funds are required to meet any unknown or unexpected costs and 
should not to be reallocated for other purposes. 
 
It is expected that Council will spend a total of $253.5m this Financial Year on both 
recurrent expenditure for the provision of a range of services to the community and 
for capital expenditure for community assets including loans and leases.  
 
Operating Budget 
Budget 2022/2023 
The adopted Original Budget forecasted an Operating Surplus of $17.1m (Statutory 
Format). The Local Government Code of Accounting Practice and Financial 
Reporting requires the inclusion of all income received as income for the year, even 
though the associated expenditure may be incurred in future periods. As the 
Statutory Format reflects a somewhat misleading result, the Management Reporting 
Format which takes into consideration the matching principles is used on a regular 
basis to monitor Council’s financial performance. The adopted Original Budget 
forecasts an Operating Surplus of $50k (Management Format) 
 
Capital Budget 
 
The adopted Original Capital Works Budget including loans and leases totalled 
$42.1m. 
 
With the addition of carryover funds from FY23/24, September Quarterly Review and 
December Quarterly Review, the Capital Works Budget increased from $87.7m to 
$87.8m. 
 
Variations proposed in this Review of $1.2m will result in a decrease in the Capital 
Works Budget to $88.6m, this is mainly due to an increase in funding for new projects 
which have brought forward from next Financial Year and new projects where 
Council has received grant funding.  
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ITEM 3 (continued) 

Agenda of the Council Meeting No. 5/25, dated Tuesday 27 May 2025. 
 

 
Cash & Investments 
 
As per the unaudited Financial Statements at 30 June 2024, cash and investments 
totaled $310.5m.  
 
Due to movements as a result of the original budget for FY24/25, carryover funds 
from FY23/24, September Quarter Review and December Quarter Review cash and 
investments have increased from $284.3m to $290.7m.  
 
It is projected that following this review, cash & investments will increase to $339.3m 
and this is mainly due to the additional investment income of $1.8m and additional 
Section 7.11 and Section 7.12 Developer Contributions received of $10.2m. 
 
It is anticipated that the Unrestricted Cash will maintain at $8.5m as at 30 June 2025. 
Further details regarding Externally and Internally Restricted Reserves are provided 
in ATTACHMENT and are in accordance with Council’s Adopted Cash Reserve 
Policy. 
 
The table below is a summary of the proposed changes in the December Quarterly 
Budget Review and details of all movements are in ATTACHMENT. 
 
The following details proposed variations to the budget and have been indexed to the 
table below: 
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ITEM 3 (continued) 

Agenda of the Council Meeting No. 5/25, dated Tuesday 27 May 2025. 
 

 
Operating Income – Net Increase $2.3m: 
 
1. Rates & Annual Charges Income – Net Increase $314k 

 
$314k increase in Rates and Annual Charges due to greater than anticipated 
income received. Of this $292k relates to Domestic Waste Charge and Council’s 
Special Levies and as such must be returned to their respective Externally 
Restricted Reserves as follows: 
 
• $258k increase transfer to Domestic Waste Reserve 
• $25k decrease transfer from Macquarie Park Special Levy Reserve 
• $65k increase transfer from Infrastructure Special Levy Reserve 
• $5k decrease transfer from Stormwater Management Reserve 

 
2. Investment Income – Increase $1.8m 

 
The increase in Investment Income is primarily due to Council’s cash reserves 
balances being higher than anticipated and higher interest rates being offered 
reflective of recent economic conditions. of this $1.5m relates to interest earned 
on Externally Restricted Funds for Section 7.11 Contributions and is proposed to 
be transferred to the respective Section 7.11 Reserves as per Note 37 below. 
 

3. Porters Creek Commercial Facility Income – Net Increase $894k 
 
$680k increase in lease fees of Porters Creek – JV Agreement and $207k 
increase in materials disposal income due to up-trend in sales of recycled 
construction materials. 

 
4. Ryde Aquatic Leisure Centre (RALC) Income – Net Decrease $793k 

 
$793k decrease in RALC income mainly due to lower than anticipated Learn to 
Swim Program income in both the preschool and school age categories as a 
result increased competition due to newer facilities opening both in North Ryde 
and Parramatta. 

 
5. Parking Fine Income – Decrease $675k 

 
$675k decrease in parking fines income due to various factors, including wet 
weather, staffing resourcing challenges, and economic conditions affecting the 
collection of outstanding fine tickets. 
 

6. Hording Income - Increase $300k 
 
$300k increase in in budget is primarily due to additional hoarding income 
generated from higher-than-anticipated construction activity utilizing public land. 
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ITEM 3 (continued) 

Agenda of the Council Meeting No. 5/25, dated Tuesday 27 May 2025. 
 

 
7. Bus Shelter Advertising Income – Net Decrease $272k 

 
$272k decrease in bus shelter advertising income - advertising bus stop roll out 
schedule was behind to begin the financial year. Roll out is now complete and 
monthly minimum guarantee is achieved since December 2024. Remove profit 
share originally budgeted. Council was not eligible for any profit share for last 
contract year, and eligibility for current contract year will not be known until 
August 2025. 

 
8. Application Rezoning Income – Net Increase $183k 

 
$183k increase in application rezoning income received due to higher than 
anticipated applications processed this Financial Year. It is proposed to transfer 
the additional income to Planning Proposal Reserve. 

 
9. Recovery Leases – Utilities – Increase $99k 

 
$99k increase in recovery leases – utilities due to additional utility recovery 
income received from Council’s various buildings. 

 
10. Stockpiling Income – Increase $90k 

 
$90k increase in stockpiling income due to large stockpiling transactions. 
 

11.  Emergency Services Levy Grant – Increase $90k 
 
$90k increase in grant income due to additional funding received from the State 
Government for the Emergency Services Levy contribution. 

 
12. S603 Certificate Fees – Net Increase 86k 

 
$86k increase in S603 Certificate Fees received due to higher than anticipated 
certificate processed during the year. 

 
13. Engineering Compliance Income – Net Increase $85k 

 
$85k net increase in engineering compliance income mainly from engineering 
plan assessment fees and rock & ground anchor inspection fees. Increased 
income for these fees is a result of greater than anticipated construction and 
development during the year. 

 
14. Infringement Notices Income – Increase $74k 

 
$74k increase in budget to recognise additional income collected from fines and 
penalties imposed for3 breaches of building regulations due to building 
compliance infringements. 
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ITEM 3 (continued) 

Agenda of the Council Meeting No. 5/25, dated Tuesday 27 May 2025. 
 

 
15. M2 Upgrade Consent Public Infrastructure Grant – Decrease $62k  

 
$62k decrease in grant income as funding will be returned to grant reserve to be 
used for footpath capital project in FY2025/226 as per Note 32 below. 

 
16. Natural Area, Bushcare, Firebreaks, Feral Animal Program – Increase $45k 

 
• $17k increase Grant income from Local Small Commitments Allocation Grant 

funded by NSW Premier's Department, to be used to purchase additional 
plants, supplies and small equipment for Biodiversity Corridor enhancement in 
North Ryde as per Note 34 below. 

• $28k increase in Grant income from Local Small Commitments Allocation 
Grant funded by NSW Premier's Department, to be used for Field of Mars 
Bush Regeneration as per Note 34 below. 
 

17. NSW Government Fresh Start Program – Increase $30k 
 
$30k increase in grant for NSW Government Fresh Start Program, offset by 
increase of Salaries and Wages as per Note 19 below. 

 
18. Regulatory Services Development Related Income – Net Increase $28k 

 
$28k increase in Regulatory Services development related income due to 
additional clean-up and prevention notices issued. 

 
Operating Expenditure – Net Increase $1.9m: 
 
19. Employment Costs – Net Decrease $241k 

 
• $1.4m decrease in Salaries and Wages is mainly due to vacant positions in 

various program.  
• $73k Net increase in budget to fund a casual Waste Administrative Officer. It is 

proposed to be funded by the Domestic Waste Management Reserve. 
• $125k increase in Termination Redundancy Expenditure. 
• $931k increase in Temporary & Agency Staff and Contractors budget. 
• $30k increase in budget for the allocation of a Mechanic Apprentice. It is 

proposed to be funded by the NSW Government Fresh Start Program grant as 
per Note above 17. 

 
20. Preliminary Eastwood Central – Increase 1.4m 

 
$1.4m increase due to reclassification of Preliminary Eastwood Central Business 
Case from capital expenditure to operational expenditure as per AASB 116- 
Property, Plant and Equipment guidelines. This variation will have no impact on 
Council's overall budget. 
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ITEM 3 (continued) 

Agenda of the Council Meeting No. 5/25, dated Tuesday 27 May 2025. 
 

 
21. Porters Creek Operating Expenditures – Net Increase $636k 

 
$636k increase in budget for the Porters Creek Construction Waste Recycling 
Facility to allow for additional processing of raw construction materials to be 
turned into saleable products. Adjustment also recognises the loss from internal 
activity for soil (road reserve) due to EPA ruling surrounding storage of public 
excavated road material.  It is proposed to be funded from increased income 
under the Porters Creek operations. 
 

22. 1 Devlin St, Ryde - Site Options – Increase $354k 
 
$354k increase for the 1 Devlin Street, Ryde – Site Options project in accordance 
with the Council Resolution dated 10th December 2024. The proposed increase is 
to be funded from the Ryde Central Reserve. 

 
23. DWM Contractors – Net Decrease $332k 

 
• $400k decrease in the disposal and processing waste contract budget for the 

mixed waste organic outputs (MWOO) due to a capped processing rate of 
45%, lower than the originally budgeted 70% based on prior information. It is 
proposed to be returned to the Domestic Waste Management Reserve. 

• $38k increase in Waste Processing Contractors for Errant Domestic Waste 
Program. 

• $30k increase in the contractor for Community Problem Waste Recycling 
Centre. 

 
24. Consultant Fees and Charges in various Programs – Net Increase $257k 

 
• $150k increase in budget to fund governance and ethical oversight initiatives. 
• $119k net increase in budget to fund external consultancy support required for 

Organisational Reform project. 
• $100k decrease in expenditure required due to a reduced volume of 

construction certificate applications for both LDA and State Significant 
Development (SSD) projects. These projects typically require upgrades to 
multi-function poles and street lighting infrastructure. As a result, there will be 
fewer assessments and a reduced need for external consultant referrals to 
complete this work. 

• $76k increase the budget for engage agent for leasing out Denistone Sports 
Club and Ground floor of Lanchlan's. 

• $32k increase the budget for Best Value Review in Legal. 
• $20k decrease in budget due to projected savings after completion of most of 

the annual reporting documents for the current financial year period. 
 

25. Ryde Aquatic Leisure Centre (RALC) Utilities – Net Decrease $218k 
 
$218k decrease in budget due to operational savings in gas and electricity 
utilities. This is offset by reduced RALC income. 
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ITEM 3 (continued) 

Agenda of the Council Meeting No. 5/25, dated Tuesday 27 May 2025. 
 

 
26. New Secured Physical Offsite Storage of Records and Associated Services 

Contract – Increase $141k 
 
$141k increase in budget to support the transition of records storage and retrieval 
services to a new supplier. This adjustment includes an exit fee associated with 
the termination of services with the existing supplier, and additional funding to 
cover extended service costs incurred whilst finalising the new contract. 

 
27. Street Tree Planting Program – Increase $136k 

 
$136k increase due to reclassification of street tree planting program from capital 
expenditure to operational expenditure as per AASB 116 – Property, Plant and 
Equipment guidelines. This variation will have no impact on Council's overall 
budget. 

 
28. Street Lighting – Decrease $121k 

 
$121k decrease in budget due to savings from LED Upgrade program - remaining 
residual payment less than budgeted. 
 

29. Community Heritage Grant Scheme – Increase $109k 
 
$109k increase in Heritage Grants/donations provided as per Council Resolution 
dated 25th March 2025 for Round 7 and upcoming Round 8. It is proposed to be 
funded from Heritage Reserve. 

 
30. Councillor Budget Allocation - Decrease $94k 

 
$94k decrease due to reallocate from the Councillor Budget Allocation to cover 
the shortfall for the Capital Project: Shared User Path between Wilga Park and 
Macquarie Park, in accordance with the Councillor Discretionary Funds Policy 
form received. This reallocation will have no impact on the council's overall 
budget. 

 
31. Corporate Buildings Operating Expenditure – Decrease $76k 

 
$76k decrease in Corporate Buildings Expenditure budget is lower than 
anticipated.  

 
32. Implementation of Procurement RFQ/RFT Database – Increase $70k 

 
$70k increase to fund Sourcing & DocOne implementation project. 

 
33. Ticket to Ryde – Decrease $68k 

 
$68k decrease in budget as the event has been postponed from March/April to 
September 2025. This event will be funded from next year's budget allocation. 
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ITEM 3 (continued) 

Agenda of the Council Meeting No. 5/25, dated Tuesday 27 May 2025. 
 

 
34. M2 Upgrade Consent Public Infrastructure – Decrease $62k 

 
$62k decrease in budget as funding will be returned to grant reserve to be used 
for a larger footpath capital project in FY2025/26 as per Note 14 above. 

 
35. Membership Fees – Decrease $52k 

 
$52k decrease in budget as memberships fee has been paid in prior financial 
year. 

 
36. Natural Area, Bushcare, Firebreaks, Feral Animal Program – Increase $45k 

 
• $17k increase Grant income from Local Small Commitments Allocation Grant 

funded by NSW Premier's Department, to be used to purchase additional 
plants, supplies and small equipment for Biodiversity Corridor enhancement in 
North Ryde as per Note 15 above. 

• $28k increase in Grant income from Local Small Commitments Allocation 
Grant funded by NSW Premier's Department, to be used for Field of Mars 
Bush Regeneration as per Note 15 above. 
 

37. Nature Strips Operating Expenditure – Increase $40k 
 
$40k increase in budget for reactive safety works to address sinkholes formed on 
crib wall at 40 Terry Road Denistone. 

 
38. Putney Swim Site Operating Expenditure – Increase $10k 

 
$10k increase for the Dive Contractor. 

 
39. Valuation Fees – Increase $9k 

 
$9k increase budget due to Valuation fees is higher than anticipated. 

 
40. Application & Search Fees – Increase $3k 

 
$3k increase budget primarily due to additional clean-up and prevention notices 
issued and therefore additional company search is required to ensure that notices 
are legally valid and will hold up should they be court elected. 

 
41. Internally & Externally Restricted Reserves (Operating): 
 
It is proposed to/from External Reserves an amount of $2.1m for the following:  
 

• $65k Rates Income to transfer to Infrastructure Special Rate Ley Reserve as 
per Note1 above. 

• $5k Stormwater Levy to transfer to Stormwater Management Charge Reserve 
as per Note1 above. 
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ITEM 3 (continued) 

Agenda of the Council Meeting No. 5/25, dated Tuesday 27 May 2025. 
 

 
• $25k Macquarie Park Corridor Levy to transfer from Macquarie Park Corridor 

Levy Reserve as per Note1 above. 
• $258k additional DWM Income to transfer to Domestic Wate Management 

Reserve as per Note1 above. 
• $1.5m Investment Income to transfer to Section 7.11 Reserve as per Note 2 

above. 
• $258k Net Transfer to Domestic Waste Management Reserve (DWM Reserve). 

o $73 k transfer from DWM Reserve fund a casual Waste Administrative 
Officer as per Note 19 above. 

o $400k transfer to DWM Reserve due to decrease in the disposal and 
processing waste contract budget for the mixed waste organic outputs 
(MWOO) due to a capped processing rate of 45%, lower than the originally 
budgeted 70% based on prior information as per Note 23 above. 

o $38k transfer from DWM Reserve due to increase in Waste Processing 
Contractors for Errant Domestic Waste Program as per Note 23 above. 

o $30k transfer from DWM Reserve due to increase in the contractor for 
Community Problem Waste Recycling Centre as per Note 23 above. 

 
It is proposed to/from Internal Reserves an amount of $1.7m for the following:  

• $1.4m Transfer from Assets Replacement Reserve due to Reclassification of 
Preliminary Eastwood Central Business Case from capital expenditure to 
operational expenditure as per AASB 116- Property, Plant and Equipment 
guidelines. This variation will have no impact on Council's overall budget as per 
Note 20 above. 

• $354k Transfer from Ryde Central Reserve for the 1 Devlin Street, Ryde – Site 
Options project in accordance with the Council Resolution dated 10th 
December 2024 as per Note 22 above. 

• $183k Transfer to Planning Proposal Reserve due to additional application 
rezoning income received as per Note 8 above. 

• $136k Transfer from Asset Replacement Reserve due to Reclassification of 
Street Tree Planting Program from capital expenditure to operational 
expenditure as per AASB 116- Property, Plant and Equipment guidelines as 
per Note 27 above. 

• $109k Transfer from Heritage Reserve to fund the increase in Heritage 
Grants/donations provided as per Council Resolution dated 25th March 2025 
for Round 7 and upcoming Round 8 as per Note 29 above. 

• $94k Transfer to Asset Replacement Reserve due to reallocate from the 
Councillor Budget Allocation to cover the shortfall for the Capital Project: 
Shared User Path between Wilga Park and Macquarie Park, in accordance 
with the Councillor Discretionary Funds Policy form received. This reallocation 
will have no impact on the council's overall budget as per Note 30 above. 
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Agenda of the Council Meeting No. 5/25, dated Tuesday 27 May 2025. 
 

 
Capital Budget 

 
Capital Expenditure and Repayments to Liability 

 

 
 
Variations proposed to Capital Works Budget will result in a net decrease of capital 
expenditure by $1.2m. These variations are detailed below: 
 
New projects – Net Increase $414k 
 

• $160k increase for Waterloo Park Playground Upgrade due to additional grant 
received from NSW Premier's Department Local Small Commitments 
Allocation Grant. 

• 110k increase for Marsfield Park Amenities Upgrade due to additional grant 
received from NSW Premier's Department Local Small Commitments 
Allocation Grant. 

• $60k increase for Memorial Park Basketball Court Upgrade and Seating due to 
additional grant received from NSW Premier's Department Local Small 
Commitments Allocation Grant. 

• $50k increase for Walking and Riding Routes to Ryde Public School due to an 
additional grant was received from Transport for NSW under the Walking and 
Riding Routes to School Non-Competitive Grants Program. 

• $34k increase for ELS Hall Baseball Amenities Upgrade due to additional 
grant received from NSW Premier's Department Local Small Commitments 
Allocation Grant. 
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Agenda of the Council Meeting No. 5/25, dated Tuesday 27 May 2025. 
 

 
Increased funds for Existing Projects – Increase $395k 
 

• $150k increase for Church Street Car Park Renewal Works due to additional 
items as part of the retaining wall works, including carpark resurfacing and 
new layout, and additional works along the footpath, kerb and gutter. It is 
proposed to be funded from Infrastructure Special Rate Reserve. 

• $94k increase for Shared User Path between Wilga Park and Macquarie Park 
This is a Councillor Discretionary Fund Project as per Councillor Discretionary 
Funds Policy. This reallocation will have no impact on the council's overall 
budget as per Note 26 above. 

• $35k increase for Goodwin Street, West Ryde Stormwater Asset Replacement 
Renewal Works due to additional costs due to design changes to meet the 
project objective including relocating the ramp and extending the stormwater 
pipe. It is proposed to be funded from Infrastructure Special Rate Reserve 

• $20k increase for Community Facilities Preschool Renewal Program due to 
hazardous materials being found during excavation works. Additional costs will 
cover decontamination of site and disposal of materials. It is proposed to be 
funded from Infrastructure Special Rate Reserve. 

• $20k increase for Kissing Point Park - Foreshore protection works 
Seawalls/Retaining Walls Refurbishment Renewal Works due to the post 
construction activities including development and registration of easement 
plans, review and acceptance of 'Works as Executed' (WAE) documentation, 
and issuance of the Completion Certificate for final completion of the project. It 
is proposed to be funded from Asset Replacement. 

• $18k increase for 146 Bowden St Trunk Drainage project due to dewatering 
the stormwater drainage cells and cleaning out sedimentation/debris, and 
collection of CCTV footage of stormwater drainage cells to confirm the 
conditions of the stormwater drainage system. It is proposed to be funded from 
Infrastructure Special Rate Reserve. 

• $18k increase for Adventure Park Playground Renewal Program due to 
additional excavation and soil disposal costs. It is proposed to be funded from 
Infrastructure Special Rate Reserve. 

• $18k increase for Braemar Park Playground Renewal Program due to site 
environmental constraints and subsequent constructability requirements such 
as inability to excavate in environmental areas. It is proposed to be funded 
from Infrastructure Special Rate Reserve. 

• $12k increase for Constitution Road West Raised Pedestrian Crossing project 
due to relocation of the Optus cable and additional costs for network 
energisation was beyond the initial estimate provided by Ausgrid. It is 
proposed to be funded from Asset Replacement Reserve. 

• $9k increase for Wicks Road, Macquarie Park Stormwater Asset Replacement 
Renewal Program due to the reallocation of over accrued savings in 
December Quarter. It is proposed to be funded from Stormwater Management 
Reserve. 
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• $2k increase for Olympic Park Playground Renewal Program due to additional 

scope such as concrete pavement outside the playground due to safety risks. 
It is proposed to be funded from Infrastructure Special Rate Reserve. 

 
Decreased funds for Existing Projects – Decrease $2.0m 
 

• $1.4m decrease for Preliminary Eastwood Central due to reclassification of 
Preliminary Eastwood Central from capital expenditure to operational 
expenditure as per AASB 116- Property, Plant and Equipment guidelines. This 
variation will have no impact on Council's overall budget. 

• $201k decrease for Cambridge Street Road Kerb Renewal Works due to cost 
savings and value engineering have resulted in the works being delivered less 
than the budget. It is proposed to transfer these funds to Infrastructure Special 
Rate Reserve. 

• $178k decrease for the Ryde Central Expansion project in accordance with the 
Council Resolution dated 25th June 2024. It is proposed to transfer these 
funds to the Ryde Central Reserve. 

• $136k decrease for Street Tree Planting Program due to Reclassification of 
Street Tree Planting Program from capital expenditure to operational 
expenditure as per AASB 116- Property, Plant and Equipment guidelines. This 
variation will have no impact on Council's overall budget as per Note 26 
above. 

• $35k decrease for Byron Park Playground Renewal Program due to project 
being completed with no variations or contingencies. It is proposed to transfer 
these funds to Section 7.11 Reserve. 

• $20k decrease for Conservation Management Plan for Heritage Buildings 
Renewal Works due to cost savings and value engineering have resulted in 
the works being delivered less than the budget. It is proposed to transfer these 
funds to Infrastructure Special Rate Reserve. 

• $9k decrease for West Parade, West Ryde Stormwater Asset Replacement 
Renewal Works due to cost savings from selecting a competitive quote, with a 
substantial surplus available for other projects.  It is proposed to transfer these 
funds to Stormwater Management Reserve. 
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Source Funding Adjustments for Capital Projects - $4.5m 
 

• $4.2m Capital Projects under Capital Renewal Program are funded by S7.11  
 

Source Funding Changes $’000  
Blenheim Park - Masterplan Delivery 2,528 
Waterloo Park - Amenities Upgrade 815 
Ryde Park - Upper Amenities Upgrade 70 
Minor upgrade Ryde Library 56 
Major Upgrade West Ryde Library 131 
Pioneer Park - District 60 
Putney Park Regional Playground 34 
Critical Infrastructure and Open Space Protection and Enhancement 200 
Byron Park - Neighbourhood 260 

  4,154 
 

According to Clause 7.11 of the Environmental Planning and Assessment Act 
1979, development contributions can only be used for the provision, extension, or 
augmentation of public amenities and services. Specifically, the Development 
Contributions Practice Note 2005 (NSW Department of Planning, Housing and 
Infrastructure) clearly states that contributions cannot be used to fund 
maintenance or renewal works. It is proposed to fund the project from the 
Infrastructure Special Rate Reserve. This variation will have no impact on the 
Council's overall budget. 
 
• $366k increase transfer from Voluntary Planning Agreement Reserve for 

Wicks Road Footpath Upgrade project.  A funding swap is proposed to fund 
the project from the Voluntary Planning Agreement Reserve (changing from 
Voluntary Planning Agreement Income). This variation will have no impact on 
the Council's overall budget. 

• $166k return the funding to the Infrastructure Special Rate Reserve due to 
additional grant allocated from the Department of Infrastructure, Transport, 
Regional Development, Communications and the Arts for the Roads to 
Recovery Program for Khartoum Rd Road Resurfacing Renewal. 

 
Source Funding for Capital Projects: 
 
The table below details the movement in both Externally Restricted Reserves and 
Internally Restricted Reserves by Capital Project. Further detail of Reserve 
movements can be found in ATTACHMENT 1: 
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Other transfers to Externally/Internally Restricted Reserves: 
 
The following adjustments to both Internally and Externally Restricted Reserves are 
proposed: 
 
• $10.7m Transfer to various Section 7.11/7.12 Reserves due to greater than 

anticipated income received March Quarter. 
• $446k Transfer to VPA Developer Contributions related to 9-13 Waterloo Road, 

Macquarie Park. 
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Financial Implications 
 
As a result of the Quarterly Review as at 31 March 2025, Council’s available 
Unrestricted Cash balance is projected to remain at $8.5m as at 30 June 2025. 
These funds are held to cover day to day operational needs and is considered 
Council’s working capital. In addition, these funds are required to meet any unknown 
or unexpected costs and should not to be reallocated for other purposes. 
 
Conclusion 
 
The following statement is made in accordance with the Clause 203 of the Local 
Government (General) Regulations 2021:  
 
“It is in my opinion that the Budget Review Statement for City of Ryde for the period 
ended 31 March 2025 indicates that the Council’s projected financial position as at 30 
June 2025 is satisfactory, having regard to the original estimates of income and 
expenditure”. 
 
 
 
 
 
Steven Harris 
 
Chief Financial Officer 
Responsible Accounting Officer 
 
22 April 2025 
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Agenda of the Council Meeting No. 5/25, dated Tuesday 27 May 2025. 
 

4 LOCAL GOVERNMENT REMUNERATION TRIBUNAL DETERMINATION - 
Councillor and Mayoral fees for 2025/2026  

Report prepared by: Civic Services Manager 
       File No.: CLR/07/8/24 - BP25/158  
 

 
REPORT SUMMARY 
 
This report is presented to Council to advise of the recent determination made by 
the Local Government Remuneration Tribunal with respect to Councillor and 
Mayoral fees. The Local Government Remuneration Tribunal has determined an 
increase of 3% per annum to Mayoral and Councillor fees for the 2025-2026 
financial year, with effect from 1 July 2025.   
 
In accordance with Section 239 of the Local Government Act 1993, the Tribunal is 
required to undertake a review of the categories at least once every three (3) years.  
As the last review was conducted in 2023, the next review by the Tribunal will be 
undertaken in 2026. 
 
As part of the 2025 Annual Review process, Council lodged a submission 
requesting that the City of Ryde be re-categorisation from its existing category of 
“Metropolitan Large” to “Metropolitan Major”.  The Tribunal determined not to re-
categorise City of Ryde as Council did not satisfy the population threshold criteria 
required for “Metropolitan Major”.  The City of Ryde therefore remains in the 
“Metropolitan Large” category. 
 
At its meeting on 28 May 2024, Council resolved not to adopt any increase to the 
Councillor and Mayoral fees for the period of 2024/2025 (effective from 1 July 
2024). 
 
Council is therefore requested to consider the options set out in this report, noting 
there is sufficient provision for payment of the increase in the 2025/2026 Budget. 
 

 
RECOMMENDATION: 
 
That Council consider the options set out below:- 
 
(a) That Council adopt the following increases to Councillor and Mayoral fees 

effective from 1 July 2025 in accordance with the decision of the Tribunal:- 
 

i. Increase to Councillor fee from $31,020 to $34,820 per annum. 
 

ii. Increase to Mayoral fee from $90,370 to $101,470 per annum; in 
addition to the Councillor fee. 

 
OR 

 
(b) That Council decline the option to increase Councillor and Mayoral fees. 
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OR 

 
(c) That Council adopt a partial increase to the Councillor and Mayoral fees. 
 

OR 
 
(d) That Council adopt a reduction to the Councillor and Mayoral fees. 
 

 
ATTACHMENTS 
1  Local Government Remuneration Tribunal Annual Report and Determination - 

17 April 2025 – CIRCULATED UNDER SEPARATE COVER 
 

  
Report Prepared By: 
 
Amanda Janvrin 
Civic Services Manager  
 
Report Approved By: 
 
Graham Humphreys 
Manager - Business Assurance and Governance 
 
Wayne Rylands 
Chief Executive Officer  
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Context 
 
Section 239 of the Local Government Act 1993 (the Act) provides for the Local 
Government Remuneration Tribunal to determine the categories of Councils and to 
place each Council into one of those categories.  The categories are to be 
determined at least once every three (3) years.  In accordance with the Act, the 
Tribunal last undertook a review of categories and allocations of Councils in 2023 
with the next review to be undertake in 2026. 
 
Section 241 of the Act provides for the Local Government Remuneration Tribunal to 
determine, not later than 1 May each year, for each of the categories determined 
under Section 239, the maximum and minimum amount of fees to be paid during the 
following year to Councillors and Mayors.  It is then up to individual Councils to fix the 
annual fee for Councillors and Mayors. 
 
At its meeting on 28 May 2024, Council resolved not to adopt any increase to the 
Councillor and Mayoral fees for the period of 2024/2025 (effective from 1 July 2024). 
 
Discussion 
 
Categorisation of Councils 
 
The “Annual Report and Determination of the Local Government Remuneration 
Tribunal” dated 17 April 2025 is provided for in ATTACHMENT 1 – CIRCULATED 
UNDER SEPARATE COVER. 
 
As part of the 2025 Annual Review process, Council lodged a submission requesting 
that the City of Ryde be re-categorisation from its existing category of “Metropolitan 
Large” to “Metropolitan Major”.  The Tribunal determined not to re-categorise City of 
Ryde as Council did not satisfy the population threshold criteria required for 
“Metropolitan Major”.  The City of Ryde therefore remains in the “Metropolitan Large” 
category. 
 
Review of Mayoral and Councillors Fees 
 
The Tribunal considered a range of factors in determining the amount to increase the 
minimum and maximum fees payable to Councillors and Mayors.  This included a 
wide range of economic data such as: 
 
• Consumer Price Index for the 12 months to December each year. 
• Wage Price Index for the 12 months to December each year. 
• Full-time average weekly ordinary time earnings for the 12 months to November 

each year. 
• NSW Public Sector Salaries increases. 
• Local Government State Award increases. 
• IPART Rate Peg Base Cost Change. 
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• Public Service Senior Executive remuneration determinations, by the Statutory 

and Other Offices Remuneration Tribunal. 
• State Members of Parliament Basic Salary remuneration determinations by the 

Parliamentary Remuneration Tribunal. 
 
The Tribunal has determined that a 3% per annum increase will apply to the 
minimum and maximum fees applicable to existing categories. 
 
The table below provides a summary of the minimum and maximum fees determined 
by the Tribunal. 
 
Tribunal Fee Range for 2025/2026 
 
 Minimum Fee 

Determined 
by the 

Tribunal 

 
If only 3% 
increase 

Maximum Fee 
Determined by 

the Tribunal 
(recommended) 

CoR 2024/2025 
Current Annual Fee 

Councillor fee 
(per annum) $21,120 $31,950 $34,820 $31,020 

Mayoral 
additional fee * 
(per annum) 

$44,840 
 

$93,081 $101,470 $90,370 

 
* Note:  The Mayor receives a Mayoral fee in addition to the Councillor fee. 
 
Based on the table above, the total annual cost of paying the maximum Councillor 
and Mayoral fees from 1 July 2025 will be $554,130. There is provision for this 
amount in the 2025/2026 Budget. 
 
Critical Dates 
 
The new fees are payable as from 1 July 2025. 
 
Financial Impact 
 
There is provision in the 2025/2026 Budget to fund the recommended fees and 
therefore endorsing the recommendation will have no impact on Council’s budget. 
 
Policy Implications 
 
Under Sections 239 and 241 of the Local Government Act 1993, the Local 
Government Remuneration Tribunal determines the category of each Council and the 
fee range for Councillors and the Mayor.  Within that range, Council then determines 
the fee which will be paid. 
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Options 
 
The following options are available:- 
 
1. That Council adopt the maximum Councillor and Mayoral fees. 
 
2. That Council adopt a partial increase to the Councillor and Mayoral fees. 
 
3. That Council adopt no increase to the Councillor and Mayoral fees. 
 
4. That Council adopt a reduction to the Councillor and Mayoral fees. 
 
This report notes that there are sufficient funds in the 2025/2026 Budget. 
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5 REPORT ON COUNCILLOR EXPENSES - 1 JULY 2024 TO 31 DECEMBER 
2024  

Report prepared by: Acting Civic Support Officer 
       File No.: CLM/24/1/1/2 - BP25/361  
 
REPORT SUMMARY 
 
In accordance with the Councillor Expenses and Facilities Policy, a detailed report on 
the provision of expenses and facilities to Councillors is required to be publicly tabled 
at a Council meeting every six months and published in full on Council’s website. 
 
This report covers the period 1 July 2024 to 31 December 2024 and includes 
expenditure summarised by individual Councillors and a total for all Councillors 
 
RECOMMENDATION: 
 
That Council receive and note the report and Attachment 1 regarding Councillor 
expenses and facilities for the period 1 July 2024 to 31 December 2024. 
 
ATTACHMENTS 
1  Councillor Expenses - 1 July 2024 to 31 December 2024  

  
Report Prepared By: 
 
Amy Woodhams 
Acting Civic Support Officer  
 
Report Approved By: 
 
Graham Humphreys 
Manager - Business Assurance and Governance 
 
Wayne Rylands 
Chief Executive Officer  
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Context 
 
In accordance with the Councillor Expenses and Facilities Policy – Better Practice 
Model Template released by the Office of Local Government (OLG), Council at its 
meeting on 25 July 2023 adopted a revised copy of its Councillor Expenses and 
Facilities Policy which includes the following under Part 18:- 
 
18. REPORTING 
 
(1) Council will report on the provision of expenses and facilities to Councillors as 

required in the Act and Regulations. 
 

(2) Detailed reports on the provision of expenses and facilities to Councillors will be 
publicly tabled at a Council meeting every six months and published in full on 
Council’s website.  These reports will include expenditure summaries by 
individual Councillor and as a total for all Councillors. 
 

Discussion 
 
In accordance with Council’s Councillor Expenses and Facilities Policy, a detailed 
report on the provision of expenses and facilities to Councillors is required to be 
publicly tabled at a Council meeting every six months and published in full on 
Council’s website.  
 
This report includes expenditure summarised by individual Councillor and as a total 
for all Councillors. 
 
All expenditure is in accordance with Council’s adopted Councillor Expenses and 
Facilities Policy with expenses being reported as provided for in ATTACHMENT 1 
covering the period 1 July 2024 to 31 December 2024. 
 
Financial Implications 
 
Expenditure associated with the Councillor Expenses and Facilities Policy is included 
in Council’s budget. 
 
Policy Implications 
 
In accordance with the Councillor Expenses and Facilities Policy, Council is 
complying with the Policy by presenting this report to Council and tabling this 
information. 
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Agenda of the Council Meeting No. 5/25, dated Tuesday 27 May 2025. 
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ITEM 5 (continued) ATTACHMENT 1 

Agenda of the Council Meeting No. 5/25, dated Tuesday 27 May 2025. 
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ITEM 5 (continued) ATTACHMENT 1 

Agenda of the Council Meeting No. 5/25, dated Tuesday 27 May 2025. 
 

  



  
 

Council Reports  Page 75 
 
ITEM 5 (continued) ATTACHMENT 1 

Agenda of the Council Meeting No. 5/25, dated Tuesday 27 May 2025. 
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ITEM 5 (continued) ATTACHMENT 1 

Agenda of the Council Meeting No. 5/25, dated Tuesday 27 May 2025. 
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ITEM 5 (continued) ATTACHMENT 1 

Agenda of the Council Meeting No. 5/25, dated Tuesday 27 May 2025. 
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ITEM 5 (continued) ATTACHMENT 1 

Agenda of the Council Meeting No. 5/25, dated Tuesday 27 May 2025. 
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Agenda of the Council Meeting No. 5/25, dated Tuesday 27 May 2025. 
 

6 COUNCILLOR DISCRETIONARY FUNDS - VIMIERA ROAD FOOTPATH 
AND MARSFIELD PARK CAR PARK  

Report prepared by: Feedback and Business Improvement Coordinator 
       File No.: GRP/25/8 - BP25/363  
 
REPORT SUMMARY 
 
This report outlines an application from Mayor Trenton Brown (refer to 
ATTACHMENT 1) to complete the footpath extension works on Vimiera Road, 
Marsfield and to install sandstone blocks to the remainder of the Marsfield Park car 
park. 
 
Currently, the balance of Mayor Brown’s discretionary fund is $41,000. 
 
The project aligns with the objectives of the Councillor Discretionary Funds Policy.  
Funds may be allocated in a financial year however it is noted that the funded project 
may not be completed in that financial year. 
  
RECOMMENDATION: 
 
That Council approves the allocation of $40,000 excluding GST from the Councillor 
Discretionary Fund to the 2024/2025 Capital Works Program and Footpath 
Expansion Capital Works Program for the completion of the missing footpath on 
Vimiera Road and installation of sandstone blocks to the car park at Marsfield Park. 
 
ATTACHMENTS 
1  Mayor Brown Discretionary Fund Application - Vimiera Road  

  
Report Prepared By: 
 
Michelle Lister 
Feedback and Business Improvement Coordinator  
 
Report Approved By: 
 
Graham Humphreys 
Manager - Business Assurance and Governance 
 
Wayne Rylands 
Chief Executive Officer  
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ITEM 6 (continued) 

Agenda of the Council Meeting No. 5/25, dated Tuesday 27 May 2025. 
 

 
Discussion 
 
Vimiera Road in Marsfield is located in the West Ward and serves as a key 
connection to Marsfield Park. The existing footpath on the southern side of Vimiera 
Road terminates at the park boundary, creating a gap in pedestrian access to the 
park’s car park.  
 
Councillor Li had previously used his discretionary funds to partially fund the 
construction of the missing footpath. 
 
Mayor Brown would like to fund the remaining footpath works (approximately 16m 
long, identified in blue in Figure 1). 
 
Mayor Brown would also like to complete the installation of sandstone blocks 
bordering the car park at Marsfield Park. The placement of the thirteen sandstone 
blocks will complete this additional project (identified in red in Figure 1). 
 

 
Figure 1: Scope of works on Vimiera Road at Marsfield Park 
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Agenda of the Council Meeting No. 5/25, dated Tuesday 27 May 2025. 
 

 
Policy Compliance 
 
The project has been assessed under the Councillor Discretionary Funds Policy, 
particularly clause 4.10, which requires that discretionary funds be used for projects 
that benefit the wider community. 
 
The footpath completion will improve accessibility for all community members, 
ensuring safer community access to Marsfield Park and aligns with Council’s 
Community Strategic Plan objective “Our Connected and Accessible City”. 
 
The extension of sandstone blocks will visually complete the delineation of the park 
from the car park and provide additional informal seating. 
 
Financial Implications 
 
The estimated cost for the footpath completion and installation of thirteen sandstone 
blocks to the car park at Marsfield Park is $40,000 excluding GST. The funding is 
proposed to be sourced from Mayor Brown’s Councillor Discretionary Fund. 
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ITEM 6 (continued) ATTACHMENT 1 

Agenda of the Council Meeting No. 5/25, dated Tuesday 27 May 2025. 
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Agenda of the Council Meeting No. 5/25, dated Tuesday 27 May 2025. 
 

7 COUNCILLOR DISCRETIONARY FUNDS - SEATING AT MORRISON BAY 
PARK BASKETBALL COURT  

Report prepared by: Feedback and Business Improvement Coordinator 
       File No.: GRP/25/8 - BP25/359  
 
REPORT SUMMARY 
 
This report outlines an application by Councillor Roy Maggio (refer ATTACHMENT 1) 
to use monies from his discretionary funds to purchase and install 3 bench seats 
adjacent to the basketball court at Morrison Bay Park. 
 
Currently, the balance of Councillor Maggio’s discretionary funds is $35,274.04. 
 
The project aligns with the objectives of the Councillor Discretionary Funds Policy.  
Funds may be allocated in a financial year however it is noted that the funded project 
may not be completed in that financial year. 
 
RECOMMENDATION: 
 
That Council approve the allocation of $8,290.00 from Councillor Roy Maggio’s 
Discretionary Fund to the 2024/2025 Capital Works Program for the purchase and 
installation of 3 bench seats adjacent to the basketball court at Morrison Bay Park. 
 
ATTACHMENTS 
1  Councillor Maggio Discretionary Fund Application - Seating at Morrison Bay  
2  Councillor Maggio Discretionary Funds - Quotation and preferred location of 3 

bench seats at Morrison Bay Park 
 

  
Report Prepared By: 
 
Michelle Lister 
Feedback and Business Improvement Coordinator  
 
Report Approved By: 
 
Graham Humphreys 
Manager - Business Assurance and Governance 
 
Wayne Rylands 
Chief Executive Officer  
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ITEM 7 (continued) 

Agenda of the Council Meeting No. 5/25, dated Tuesday 27 May 2025. 
 

 
Discussion 
 
Site Description 
 
Morrison Bay Park is located in East Ward and the basketball court is located within 
the park near the intersection of Morrison Road and Frances Road, Putney. 
 
The location of the 3 bench seats will be close to the Councillor’s preferred location 
as outlined in ATTACHMENT 2. 
 

 
 
Policy Compliance 
 
The application has been assessed under the Councillor Discretionary Funds Policy, 
particularly Clause 3.2 and Clause 4.10, which requires that discretionary funds be 
used for projects that benefit the wider community. 
 
The provision of seating at this location will provide amenity to park users and in 
particular those who use the basketball court. 
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ITEM 7 (continued) 

Agenda of the Council Meeting No. 5/25, dated Tuesday 27 May 2025. 
 

 
Financial Implications 
 
The estimated cost of the three bench seats is $8,290.00 which includes the 
purchase and installation of the seats.The funding is proposed to be sourced from the 
Councillor Maggio’s Discretionary Fund. 
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ITEM 7 (continued) ATTACHMENT 1 

Agenda of the Council Meeting No. 5/25, dated Tuesday 27 May 2025. 
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ITEM 7 (continued) ATTACHMENT 2 

Agenda of the Council Meeting No. 5/25, dated Tuesday 27 May 2025. 
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ITEM 7 (continued) ATTACHMENT 2 

Agenda of the Council Meeting No. 5/25, dated Tuesday 27 May 2025. 
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Agenda of the Council Meeting No. 5/25, dated Tuesday 27 May 2025. 
 

8 COUNCILLOR DISCRETIONARY FUNDS - DICKSON AVENUE  
FOOTPATH EXTENSION  

Report prepared by: Feedback and Business Improvement Coordinator 
       File No.: GRP/25/8 - BP25/373  
 
REPORT SUMMARY 
 
This report is prepared following an application from Councillor Roy Maggio (refer to 
ATTACHMENT 1) to extend the existing footpath on the southern side of Dickson 
Avenue, West Ryde from 38 Dickson Avenue to 44 Dickson Avenue (approximately 
50 lineal metres).  
 
Currently, the balance of Councillor Maggio’s discretionary fund is $35,274.04. 
 
The project aligns with the objectives of the Councillor Discretionary Funds Policy.  
Funds may be allocated in a financial year however it is noted that the funded project 
may not be completed in that financial year. 
 
RECOMMENDATION: 
 
(a) That Council approves the allocation of $30,000 excluding GST from the 

Councillor Discretionary Fund to the 2025/2026 Footpath Expansion Capital 
Works Program for the construction of the Dickson Avenue footpath extension 
subject to recommendation part (b). 

 
(b) That the project be funded from Councillor Maggio’s 2024/2025 discretionary 

funds.  If there is slight shortfall in funds, the balance of the project will be 
funded from the current Footpath Expansion Capital Works Program.  

 
ATTACHMENTS 
1  Councillor Maggio Discretionary Fund Application - Dickson Avenue Footpath 

Extension 
 

  
Report Prepared By: 
 
Michelle Lister 
Feedback and Business Improvement Coordinator  
 
Report Approved By: 
 
Graham Humphreys 
Manager - Business Assurance and Governance 
 
Wayne Rylands 
Chief Executive Officer  
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ITEM 8 (continued) 

Agenda of the Council Meeting No. 5/25, dated Tuesday 27 May 2025. 
 

 
Discussion 
 
Dickson Avenue, West Ryde is located in the West Ward. A continuous footpath 
along the entire southern side of Dickson Avenue, from Bellevue Avenue to 
Shaftsbury Road, is currently proposed for inclusion in the 2028/2029 capital works 
program under the draft four-year Delivery Plan, currently on public exhibition until 1 
June 2025. 
 
Following requests by residents, a small section of footpath (12 metres in length) and 
a pram ramp was constructed on the corner of Bellevue Avenue and Dickson Avenue 
to connect the driveway at 38 Dickson Avenue with the existing footpath on Bellevue 
Avenue. This was constructed and completed in April 2025. 
 
At the completion of this construction, it was suggested that the footpath be extended 
from the driveway of 38 Dickson Avenue to 44 Dickson Avenue, a length of 
approximately 50 lineal metres. 
 

 
 
Policy Compliance 
 
The application has been assessed under the Councillor Discretionary Funds Policy, 
particularly Clause 3.2, which requires that discretionary funds be used for projects 
that benefit the wider community. 
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ITEM 8 (continued) 

Agenda of the Council Meeting No. 5/25, dated Tuesday 27 May 2025. 
 

 
Financial Implications 
 
The cost estimate for the construction of the footpath on the southern side of Dickson 
Avenue between 38 and 44 Dickson Avenue is $30,000, as costed by Council staff. 
 
The funding is proposed to be sourced from Councillor Maggio’s Discretionary Fund. 
If there is slight shortfall in funds, the balance of the project will be funded from the 
current Footpath Expansion Capital Works Program.  
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ITEM 8 (continued) ATTACHMENT 1 

Agenda of the Council Meeting No. 5/25, dated Tuesday 27 May 2025. 
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Agenda of the Council Meeting No. 5/25, dated Tuesday 27 May 2025. 
 

9 COUNCILLOR DISCRETIONARY FUNDS - WATER STATIONS AT NORTH 
RYDE PARK AND MONASH PARK  

Report prepared by: Feedback and Business Improvement Coordinator 
       File No.: GRP/25/8 - BP25/375  
 
REPORT SUMMARY 
 
This report is prepared following a joint application from Councillor Keanu Arya and 
Councillor Sophie Lara-Watson (refer to ATTACHMENT 1) to install water stations 
(bubblers) at North Ryde Park and Monash Park. The installation of these water 
stations will provide improved amenity for park users and sporting groups.  
 
Currently, the balance of Councillor Lara-Watson’s Discretionary Fund is $50,000. 
 
Currently, the balance of Councillor Arya’s Discretionary Fund is $50,000. 
 
The project aligns with the objectives of the Councillor Discretionary Funds Policy.  
Funds may be allocated in a financial year however it is noted that the funded project 
may not be completed in that financial year. 
 
This report should be considered in conjunction with Item 17 on this Agenda – 
Installation of Water Stations (Bubblers) within Council Sportsgrounds. 
 
RECOMMENDATION: 
 
That Council approves the allocation of $33,000 excluding GST from the Councillor 
Keanu Arya’s and Councillor Sophie Lara-Watson’s Discretionary Fund ($16,500 
each) for the installation of one water station at North Ryde Park and one water 
station at Monash Park. 
 
ATTACHMENTS 
1  Councillor Arya and Councillor Lara-Watson Discretionary Funds Application - 

Water Stations at North Ryde Park and Monash Park 
 

  
Report Prepared By: 
 
Michelle Lister 
Feedback and Business Improvement Coordinator  
 
Report Approved By: 
 
Graham Humphreys 
Manager - Business Assurance and Governance 
 
Wayne Rylands 
Chief Executive Officer  
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ITEM 9 (continued) 

Agenda of the Council Meeting No. 5/25, dated Tuesday 27 May 2025. 
 

 
Discussion 
 
North Ryde Park located on Cressy Road, North Ryde and Monash Park located on 
Ryde Road, Gladesville are both in the East Ward and serve as key locations for both 
active recreational users and sporting clubs. The location of the water stations within 
the parks will be determined by Council staff based on existing services and 
appropriate location for users. 
 
In the 2026-2029 Operational Plan both parks are scheduled to have water stations 
installed, however the uplift of these installations to these parks will improve the 
amenity for park users and sporting groups. 
 
Policy Compliance 
 
The project has been assessed under the Councillor Discretionary Funds Policy, 
particularly clause 3.2, which states that funds can be allocated to minor works or 
projects and will supplement Council’s existing capital works program and 
maintenance program. 
 
Financial Implications 
 
The estimated cost of the installation of the water stations is $33,000 for both 
locations.  The funding will be sourced from Councillor Arya’s and Councillor Lara-
Watson’s Discretionary Fund. 
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ITEM 9 (continued) ATTACHMENT 1 

Agenda of the Council Meeting No. 5/25, dated Tuesday 27 May 2025. 
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Agenda of the Council Meeting No. 5/25, dated Tuesday 27 May 2025. 
 

10 COUNCILLOR DISCRETIONARY FUNDS - SHADE SHELTERS AT ELS 
HALL PARK  

Report prepared by: Feedback and Business Improvement Coordinator 
       File No.: GRP/25/8 - BP25/395  
 
REPORT SUMMARY 
 
This report outlines a joint application by Councillor Shweta Deshpande and 
Councillor Daniel Han (refer ATTACHMENT 1) to use monies from their discretionary 
funds to install shade shelters at ELS Hall Park, North Ryde. 
 
Currently, the balance of Councillor Deshpande’s Discretionary Fund is $50,000. 
 
Currently, the balance of Councillor Han’s Discretionary Fund is $50,000. 
 
The project aligns with the objectives of the Councillor Discretionary Funds Policy.  
Funds may be allocated in a financial year however it is noted that the funded project 
may not be completed in that financial year. 
 
RECOMMENDATION: 
 
That Council approve the allocation of $34,500 excluding GST from Councillor 
Shweta Deshpande’s and Daniel Han’s Discretionary Fund ($17,250 each) for the 
installation of shade shelters at ELS Hall Park, North Ryde. 
 
ATTACHMENTS 
1  Councillor Deshpande and Councillor Han Discretionary Funds Application - 

Shade Shelters ELS Hall Park, North Ryde 
 

  
Report Prepared By: 
 
Michelle Lister 
Feedback and Business Improvement Coordinator  
 
Report Approved By: 
 
Graham Humphreys 
Manager - Business Assurance and Governance 
 
Wayne Rylands 
Chief Executive Officer  
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ITEM 10 (continued) 

Agenda of the Council Meeting No. 5/25, dated Tuesday 27 May 2025. 
 

 
Discussion 
 
Site Description 
 
ELS Hall Park is located in Central Ward and the shade shelters will cover the two 
exercise areas within the park as shown in Figure 1. 
 

 
Figure 1 – Location of proposed shade shelters in ELS Hall Park 
 
Policy Compliance  
 
The application has been assessed under the Team Discretionary Funds Policy, 
particularly Clause 3.2 and Clause 4.10, which requires that discretionary funds be 
used for projects that benefit the wider community. 
 
The installation of shade shelters at this location will provide amenity to park and 
exercise equipment. 
 
Financial Implications 
 
The funding of $34,500 for the shade shelters will be sourced from Councillor 
Deshpande’s and Team Han’s Discretionary Fund. 
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ITEM 10 (continued) ATTACHMENT 1 

Agenda of the Council Meeting No. 5/25, dated Tuesday 27 May 2025. 
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Agenda of the Council Meeting No. 5/25, dated Tuesday 27 May 2025. 
 

11 COUNCILLOR DISCRETIONARY FUNDS - EROSION MITIGATION AT 
SHRIMPTONS CREEK, NORTH RYDE  

Report prepared by: Feedback and Business Improvement Coordinator 
       File No.: GRP/25/8 - BP25/399  
 
REPORT SUMMARY 
 
This report outlines an application by Councillor Lyndal Howison (refer 
ATTACHMENT 1) to use monies from her discretionary funds to undertake erosion 
mitigation and other associated works in Shrimptons Creek between Kent Road and 
Trevitt Road, North Ryde. 
 
Currently, the balance of Councillor Howison’s Discretionary Fund is $50,000. 
 
The project aligns with the objectives of the Councillor Discretionary Funds Policy.  
Funds may be allocated in a financial year however it is noted that the funded project 
may not be completed in that financial year. 
 
RECOMMENDATION: 
 
That Council approve the allocation of $50,000 from Councillor Lyndal Howison’s 
Discretionary Fund for the erosion mitigation and associated works in Shrimptons 
Creek between Kent Road and Trevitt Road, North Ryde. 
 
ATTACHMENTS 
1  Councillor Howison Discretionary Funds Application - Shrimptons Creek 

Erosion Mitigation 
 

  
Report Prepared By: 
 
Michelle Lister 
Feedback and Business Improvement Coordinator  
 
Report Approved By: 
 
Graham Humphreys 
Manager - Business Assurance and Governance 
 
Wayne Rylands 
Chief Executive Officer  
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ITEM 11 (continued) 

Agenda of the Council Meeting No. 5/25, dated Tuesday 27 May 2025. 
 

 
Discussion 
 
Residents including Greenwood Park Bushcare Group are concerned with the water 
erosion at Shrimptons Creek. The banks of the waterway are noticeably steeper in 
recent years and bare of vegetation and protection in some areas between Kent 
Road and Trevitt Road, North Ryde. Council installed erosion-mitigation materials 
such as coconut matting and vegetation have been swept away over the past 18 
months. 
 
The area identified is within the Central Ward of the Ryde Local Government Area. 
 
Council staff have undertaken site inspections and have identified the following 
remediation works required to mitigate erosion and improve wildlife preservation and 
pedestrian safety along this riparian corridor: 
 
• Replacement of an existing failed retaining wall (including geotechnical 

assessments) 
 

• Stormwater upgrades 
 
• Removal of fallen trees in the creek (which is changing the flow of water, 

directing it to the western bank, causing erosion) 
 
• Repositioning of sandstone blocks from the creek back to the bank 
 
• Replacement and additional planting of shrubs and groundcovers - these 

planting works will complement the ongoing works of the Greenwood Park 
Bushcare Group. 

 
Policy Compliance 
 
The application has been assessed under the Councillor Discretionary Funds Policy, 
particularly Clause 3.2, which states funds can be allocated to minor works or 
projects and will supplement Council’s existing capital works program and 
maintenance program. 
 
Financial Implications 
 
The funding of $50,000 for erosion mitigation will be sourced from Councillor 
Howison’s Discretionary Fund. 
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ITEM 11 (continued) ATTACHMENT 1 

Agenda of the Council Meeting No. 5/25, dated Tuesday 27 May 2025. 
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Agenda of the Council Meeting No. 5/25, dated Tuesday 27 May 2025. 
 

12 PLANNING PROPOSAL (SECTION 3.22 EXPEDITED AMENDMENT) – 
DUAL OCCUPANCY HOUSING  

Report prepared by: Strategic Planner; Strategic Planner 
       File No.: LEP2025/1/6 - BP25/376  
 
REPORT SUMMARY 
 
This Planning Proposal seeks to amend the Ryde Local Environmental Plan 2014 
(RLEP) via an expedited amendment using section 3.22 of the Environmental 
Planning and Assessment Act 1979 (EP&A Act) to apply the existing planning 
provisions for attached dual occupancy to all types of dual occupancy. 
 
This amendment to the RLEP is a response to the Low and Mid-Rise Housing Policy 
(LMR Housing Policy), implemented by the Department of Planning, Housing and 
Infrastructure (DPHI). The LMR Housing Policy has permitted dual occupancy 
development in the R2 Low Density Residential Zone across New South Wales under 
the State Environmental Planning Policy (Housing) 2021 (Housing SEPP).  
 
Dual occupancy can either be attached or detached. Currently, the RLEP only 
permits attached dual occupancy. Therefore, the RLEP does not have any planning 
provisions for detached dual occupancy, which presents issues when assessing 
development applications for such development. This Planning Proposal seeks to 
address this by applying the existing development standards for attached dual 
occupancy to all types of dual occupancy. 
 
Additionally, the complying development pathway for detached dual occupancy will 
commence on 1 July 2025. This approval pathway permits lots larger than 400m2 
(61% of the R2-zoned lots in Ryde) to be eligible for the development of a detached 
dual occupancy. This will allow a significant increase in dwellings and population in 
Ryde’s low-density neighbourhoods. However, the RLEP provision for minimum lot 
sizes can supersede this, if it is greater. Therefore, this Planning Proposal seeks to 
apply the minimum lot size for dual occupancy (attached) of 580m2 to all dual 
occupancy. This could prevent up to 5,909 unplanned dual occupancy dwellings from 
development in the City of Ryde. 
 
The following sections in the RLEP are proposed to be amended to apply existing 
provisions for attached dual occupancy to apply to all dual occupancy, by deleting 
‘(attached)’ from ‘dual occupancy (attached)’ whenever it occurs in the following 
sections: 
• Land Use Table  

o Zone R2 Low Density Residential 
o Zone R3 Medium Density Residential 
o Zone R4 High Density Residential 

• Section 4.1(A) Dual occupancy (attached) subdivisions 
• Section 4.1(B) Minimum lot sizes for dual occupancies 
• Section 4.3A Exceptions to height of buildings 
• Section 4.6 Exceptions to development standards 
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This Council report recommends these LEP amendments are to be made via an 
expedited amendment pathway using Section 3.22 of the Environmental Planning 
and Assessment Act 1979. This is a special type of basic planning proposal which 
allows minor amendments to environmental planning instruments to be made quickly. 
 
RECOMMENDATION: 
 
(a) That Council endorse the Planning Proposal via an expedited amendment using 

Section 3.22 of the Environmental Planning and Assessment Act 1979 to 
amend the Ryde Local Environmental Plan 2014 to apply the existing planning 
provisions for dual occupancy (attached) to all dual occupancy. 

 
(b) That Council endorse the amendments to the Ryde Local Environmental Plan 

2014 to be submitted as a section 3.22 expedited amendment for consideration 
by the Department of Planning, Housing and Infrastructure and the Minister for 
Planning. 

 
(c)  That Council support that if the Department of Planning, Housing and 

Infrastructure advise they do not accept the proposed LEP amendment as a 
section 3.22 Amendment, Council officers will explore the option to pursue a full 
planning proposal in response to the Low and Mid-Rise Housing Policy. 

 
ATTACHMENTS 
1  Section 3.22 EP&A Act Submission Form + Attachment 1  
2  Letter from Department of Planning, Housing and Infrastructure (DPHI) dated 

29 June 2024 
 

  
Report Prepared By: 
 
Helen Lee 
Strategic Planner 
 
Jenny Leung 
Strategic Planner  
 
Report Approved By: 
 
Jeremy Giacomini 
City Architect 
 
Michael Galderisi 
Deputy Chief Executive Officer  
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HISTORY 

2025 

The City of Ryde Councillors have recently been informed of the Low and Mid-Rise 
Housing Policy at the Councillor Workshop on 13 May 2025, with a presentation titled 
Low and Mid-Rise Housing Policy – Potential Impacts on Ryde. The presentation 
gave an overview of both stages of the policy reform, analysed potential impacts, and 
discussed this planning proposal. 
 
Additionally, a Councillor Information Bulletin, circulated 25 March 2025 also partially 
discussed the effects of the LMR Housing Policy on the Coxs Road neighbourhood, 
titled Coxs Rd Shopping Precinct – Past Actions, Future Plans, and the Anticipated 
Effects of State Government’s Housing Reforms.  

2024 

At the Extraordinary Council Meeting on 13 February 2024, the City of Ryde 
Councillors endorsed a submission in response to DPHI’s Explanation of Intended 
Effect: Changes to Create Low- and Mid-Rise Housing (EIE). City of Ryde opposed 
the EIE in its current form because it did not provide any evidence-based plans on 
how increasing housing density would be serviced by existing infrastructure and other 
essential services. The gazetted Low and Mid-Rise Housing Policy has some 
differences from the EIE. A media release was published on City of Ryde’s website 
on 15 February about the submission. 
 
Prior to this submission, a presentation was given at the 10 February 2024 Councillor 
Workshop, titled EIE Diverse and Well-Located Housing. 
 
There have been no other previous resolutions on this topic. 

CONTEXT 

The Ryde Local Environmental Plan 2014 and the Low and Mid-Rise Housing 
Policy 

This amendment is required due to the loophole in the Ryde Local Environmental 
Plan 2014 (RLEP) formed because of the Low and Mid-Rise Housing Policy (LMR 
Housing Policy) introduced by the Department of Planning, Housing and 
Infrastructure (DPHI). 
  



 
 
 
 Council Reports  Page 105 

 
ITEM 12 (continued) 

Agenda of the Council Meeting No. 5/25, dated Tuesday 27 May 2025. 
 

 
The LMR Housing Policy is one of State Government’s programs in response to the 
‘housing crisis’. It seeks to increase housing supply and diversity in well-located 
areas. The planned amendments described in the EIE titled Changes to Low- and 
Mid-Rise Housing, published December 2023, have now been finalised as the Low 
and Mid-Rise Housing Policy, which include amendments of the State Environmental 
Planning Policy (Housing) 2021 (Housing SEPP) and the State Environmental 
Planning Policy (Exempt and Complying Development Codes) 2008 (Codes SEPP). 
The policy was implemented in two stages, Stage 1 was gazetted on 1 July 2024, 
and Stage 2 on 28 February 2025. 
 
Stage 1 of the LMR Housing Policy mandates the permissibility of dual occupancies 
and semi-detached dwellings in all R2 Low Density Residential land state-wide, 
except certain hazardous areas, through amendments to Housing SEPP. Stage 2 
introduced the ‘low and mid-rise housing area’ (LMR Housing area), and mandates 
new permissibility and non-discretionary standards for additional low and mid-rise 
typologies. This Planning Proposal is a response to impacts under Stage 1 of the 
Policy.   
 
Presently, the RLEP currently only permits ‘dual occupancy (attached)’ and only has 
development standards for specifically ‘dual occupancy (attached)’. This includes 
permissibility, minimum lot size for development and subdivision etc.  The minimum 
lot size for development is 580m2 (with at least 15m primary road frontage). This 
means consent may only be granted for the purposes of developing an attached dual 
occupancy if the lot is 580m2 or greater. There are no existing provisions (such as 
development standards or controls) for ‘dual occupancy’ or ‘dual occupancy 
(detached)’ in the RLEP. 
 
Due to the lack of corresponding development standards in RLEP, the LMR Housing 
Policy changes will enable detached dual occupancy to be delivered on land with an 
area of 400m2 or greater via. the Complying Development Certification (CDC) 
pathway, which is regulated by the Codes SEPP. CDC offers a fast-track assessment 
process in which the development proposal could be assessed and approved by 
private certifiers, which would bypass Council assessment and the RLEP.  

Development approval pathways 

Developers seeking to construct a dual occupancy can apply for either a 
Development Application (DA) with Council, or a Complying Development 
Certification using the provisions and development standards in Codes SEPP, Part 
3B Low Rise Housing Diversity Code.  
 
Since the commencement of Stage 1 of the LMR Housing Policy on 1 July 2024, all 
types of dual occupancy were permitted on all land zoned R2 Low Density 
Residential. Therefore, detached dual occupancy development became newly 
permitted in the Ryde Local Government Area (LGA). 
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CDC pathway for attached dual occupancy 
 
Development of an attached dual occupancy can be approved via either a DA or 
CDC pathway. The Codes SEPP requires a lot to have a minimum size of 400m2 for 
all types of dual occupancy development. However, Clause 3B.8(1)(b) of the Codes 
SEPP requires Council’s minimum lot area specified for dual occupancies to take 
precedence over the 400m2 minimum, if it is greater. Presently, the RLEP only has a 
minimum lot size standard of 580m2 for attached dual occupancy. Therefore, only lots 
over 580m2 can pursue a Complying Development Certification for attached dual 
occupancies, subject to compliance with the provisions of the Codes SEPP. This 
Planning Proposal does not seek to amend the existing provisions for attached dual 
occupancy.  

CDC pathway for detached dual occupancy  

The Codes SEPP is currently blocking detached dual occupancy developments from 
pursuing the CDC pathway. Clause 1.19(3B)(c) of the Codes SEPP does not allow  
development of dual occupancy as complying development unless it is already 
permitted in a Council’s LEP. As the RLEP prohibits any type of dual occupancy 
apart from attached dual occupancy, developers are currently unable to pursue the 
CDC pathway for the purposes of developing detached dual occupancy. 
 
However, DPHI has advised that Clause 1.19(3B)(c) will be repealed on 1 July 2025, 
which will enable the CDC pathway for detached dual occupancy developments 
(ATTACHMENT 2). As the RLEP only has a minimum lot size control for attached 
dual occupancy, this means lots over only 400m2 will be able to lodge for CDC for 
detached dual occupancies (subject to compliance with the provisions of the Codes 
SEPP). 
 
In summary, the development approval pathways for dual occupancy developments 
R2-zoned land outside of the low and mid-rise housing areas will be as follows, 
commencing 1 July 2025: 
 
• Approval pathway for lots between 400-580m2: 

o CDC for detached dual occupancy 
 
• Approval pathway options for lots over 580m2: 

o CDC for detached dual occupancy  
o CDC for attached dual occupancy 
o DA for attached dual occupancy 

DA pathway for detached dual occupancy 

Since 1 July 2024, dual occupancy has been permitted via. the Housing SEPP on all 
Zone R2 land and applicants have been able to lodge a DA for this building type.  
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Those that lodge a DA for an attached dual occupancy development (permitted in the 
RLEP) are subject to a Council assessment in accordance with the principal 
development standards in the LEP (or non-discretionary standards in Housing SEPP 
if the development is within LMR Housing area) and the development controls in the 
relevant Development Control Plan (DCP). 
 
If a DA is lodged for detached dual occupancy development within LMR Housing 
Area, the non-discretionary standards under Housing SEPP will apply. However, if a 
DA is lodged for detached dual occupancy development outside LMR Housing Area, 
there are no development standards or controls that apply to this building type, as 
detached dual occupancy is prohibited across all zones in the RLEP. All planning 
provisions in RLEP specifically refer to ‘dual occupancy (attached)’ only.  
 
Therefore, any DAs received by Council for a detached dual occupancy outside LMR 
Housing area are not able to be assessed through typical Council DA assessment 
process. This makes the assessment of the DA difficult for both the Council officer 
and the applicant. The Council officer may undertake an assessment using state or 
national planning and building framework, such as the National Construction Code, 
which are not reflective of the LGA’s planning priorities. They may also conduct a 
merit-based assessment on site-specific issues, based on the assessing officer’s 
discretion. This is not an efficient or sustainable method of assessment and may 
result in disputes between Council, the proponent, and even other affected parties 
such as neighbours.  
 
This Planning Proposal will seek to implement principal development standards for all 
types of dual occupancy, and a review of the DCP will be programmed. 

RLEP Amendment 

The following sections in the RLEP are proposed to be amended to apply existing 
provisions for attached dual occupancy to apply to all dual occupancy, by deleting 
‘(attached)’ from ‘dual occupancy (attached)’ whenever it occurs in the following 
clauses: 
 
• Land Use Table  

o Zone R2 Low Density Residential 
o Zone R3 Medium Density Residential 
o Zone R4 High Density Residential 

• Section 4.1(A) Dual occupancy (attached) subdivisions 
• Section 4.1(B) Minimum lot sizes for dual occupancies 
• Section 4.3A Exceptions to height of buildings 
• Section 4.6 Exceptions to development standards 
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Timeframe and Process 
 
A minimum lot size for detached dual occupancy should ideally be finalised in the 
LEP by 1 July 2025. This is when the complying development pathway will 
commence for dual occupancy development on R2 zone land state-wide. Therefore, 
we have elected to pursue the expedited amendment pathway, under section 3.22 of 
the Environmental Planning and Assessment Act 1979 (EP&A Act). 
 
Section 3.22 of the EP&A Act allows certain types of minor amendments to be made 
to environmental planning instruments, including local environment plans, without 
following the usual plan-making procedures. The section 3.22 amendment is a 
special form of a ’basic’ planning proposal as per DPHI’s LEP Making Guidelines. 
Notably, public exhibition is not required, and the proposal is not required to be 
submitted to Council or DPHI for consideration twice, only once. As such, the 
timeframes for section 3.22 amendments are much shorter than regular planning 
proposals. 
 
According to the LEP making guidelines, the Minister may dispense with all or part of 
the LEP making process in expediting an amendment of an LEP, if the purpose of the 
amendment is to:  
 
• correct an obvious error in the principal LEP  
• address matters that are minor in nature  
• deal with matters that the Minister considers do not warrant compliance LEP 

making process because they will not have any significant adverse impact on 
the environment or adjoining land 

 
The proposed amendments may be considered as minor in nature because the 
permissibility and planning controls for dual occupancy (attached) already exist in 
RLEP. Attached and detached dual occupancies are very similar typology. It is 
therefore reasonable to consider extending the existing permissibility and planning 
controls on attached dual occupancies to all types of dual occupancies as an 
expedited amendment  
 
Council officers are currently seeking preliminary advice from DPHI to confirm if 
Council can make these LEP amendments under this Section 3.22 amendment 
pathway. 
 
The process of a section 3.22 amendment is as follows: 
 
1. City Places staff will submit the proposed amendment via. the NSW Planning 

Portal, which requires Council endorsement. 
2. DPHI will review the information and decide if it is acceptable to be considered 

as a section 3.22 amendment. If not, DPHI will return the application in writing 
and advise of any changes needed. 
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3. If the matter is considered appropriate for amendment under section 3.22, 

DPHI’s legal team will arrange the preparation of a draft LEP to give effect to 
the amendment. 

4. DPHI will confirm with council it wishes to proceed with the amendment. 
5. DPHI will then forward the draft LEP, along with our application to the Minister. 
6. The Minister will decide whether to make the amending LEP. 
7. If the Minister decides to make the amending LEP, public notification with occur 

through the publication of the amending LEP on the NSW Legislation website. 
 
It is expected the section 3.22 minor amendment process will allow the LEP 
amendment to be made before 1 July 2025. 

Consultation with relevant external bodies 

In a letter dated 29 June 2024 (ATTACHMENT 2), DPHI advised Councils to 
implement a minimum lot size for dual occupancy. However, they did not specifically 
invite City of Ryde Council to nominate a minimum lot size through a special process. 
This invitation was only granted to 13 councils across NSW where dual occupancies 
are completely prohibited in their LEPs. Comparatively, attached dual occupancy are 
already permitted in our R2 zone, to which a minimum lot size standard applies. 
 
No further consultation with external bodies is proposed. 

DISCUSSION 

Analysis of impacts on dwellings and population 

The LMR Housing Policy will allow different development approval pathways for dual 
occupancy commencing on 1 July 2025 and can lead to an unprecedented increase 
in number of dwellings and population, as more sites will be able to be developed into 
dual occupancies. Across 23,930 R2 lots in City of Ryde, 61% will become eligible for 
dual occupancy development (i.e. area ≥400m2) on 1 July 2025 using Codes SEPP 
standards, compared to only 42% being eligible under RLEP controls (i.e. area 
≥580m2). This implies an additional of 4,386 lots will become eligible for dual 
occupancy development, which corresponds to an increase in net capacity of 4,331 
dwellings.  
 
If assuming the average household in City of Ryde is 2.5 persons (Australian Bureau 
of Statistics, 2021), City of Ryde could expect an additional population increase of up 
to 10,828 people if all sites over 400m2 were developed into dual occupancy, 
compared to only sites over 580m2 were developed into dual occupancy.  While it is 
highly unlikely that all sites over 400m2 will develop into dual occupancy, this figure 
has not accounted that larger lots will be developed into higher density typologies as 
enabled under Stage 2 of the Policy.  
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The unprecedented population increase raises concerns in relation to the supply and 
demand of local infrastructure. Such increase in population will lead to higher 
demand for infrastructure (including open spaces, social and community facilities, 
and civil infrastructure), which may not be able to adequately service the demand.  
If we ‘do nothing’, the potential dwelling and population increase will cause 
considerable strain on existing local infrastructure. Notably, City of Ryde is facing 
significant shortfalls in open space and recreation facility, as identified the Open 
Space Provision Strategy 2021. Further additional population will cause Council to 
fail to service the needs of the community. The existing and future community of the 
City of Ryde would suffer from insufficient and poor-quality infrastructure.  
 
Arguably, such increase is not anticipated under the LMR Housing Policy as well. It is 
not the intention of the LMR Housing Policy to enforce complying development 
controls for councils. The non-discretionary standards for dual occupancies in the 
LMR Housing Area stipulated under the Housing SEPP (i.e. minimum lot size of 
450m2) is more restrictive than the complying development controls (minimum lot size 
of 400m2). Furthermore, as outlined in the letter from DPHI (APPENDIX C), Councils 
are invited to consider and implement a suitable minimum lot size for dual 
occupancies.  
 
If left as is, the changes resulting from the Low and Mid-Rise Housing Policy will lead 
to significant increases in dwellings and population in City of Ryde that is not 
intended by the LMR Housing Policy or anticipated by local planning. Thus, there is a 
need to apply a minimum lot size for detached dual occupancies in the RLEP.  

Effects on residential amenity 

The development of attached dual occupancy has been permitted in the City of Ryde 
on a lot with a minimum area of 580m2 since 1995.  The minimum lot size 
requirements as specified in RLEP is time-tested and has enabled such development 
to integrate into a low-density residential zone.  
 
Between 2015 to 2020, only around 5-7% out of all dwellings approved (via 
development application or complying development) in City of Ryde are in the form of 
dual occupancy. Moreover, City of Ryde’s adopted Local Housing Strategy 2020 
(LHS) investigated the issues of permitting dual occupancy development with the 
RLEP controls at that time (Lot size of at least 580m2, street frontage of at least 
20m). While recognising that permitting dual occupancy development has allowed for 
limited densification of low-density areas (before Part 3B of Codes SEPP 
commenced) and generally maintained the character of low-density character, this 
housing type has resulted in the following issues:   
 
• Dwellings not addressing the street, resulting in mixed design outcomes 
• Corner lot developments lacking appropriate private open space 
• Side‐facing dwellings overlooking neighbouring properties 
• High amount of non‐permeable surfaces (i.e. driveways) 
• Reduction in urban canopy due to clearing 
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• Increase in pressure on infrastructure and services (e.g. parks, roads and waste 

collection). 
 
These issues have become more prevalent as the popularity of dual occupancy 
development has surged since Part 3B of Codes SEPP commenced in City of Ryde 
in July 2020, which enabled the complying development pathway for dual occupancy 
(attached). Between 2020 to 2024, at least 25% of all dwelling approvals are in the 
form of dual occupancy, except in 2023. Most recently in 2024, dual occupancy 
developments made up 55% of all dwellings approved in Ryde. 
 
If the development of detached dual occupancies on smaller lots with area between 
400–580m2 is permitted, it will result in development of increased visual bulk and 
scale that are inconsistent with existing low-density residential area. Development will 
have insufficient landscaping area and setbacks, which will worsen urban heat island 
effect and increase likelihood of overlooking and overshadowing issue of 
neighbouring properties. This would alter the character and neighbourhood amenity 
of low-density residential area.  

Planning controls for assessing development applications  

As discussed, both attached and detached dual occupancies became permissible 
typologies in Zone R2 in the City of Ryde under Stage 1 of the LMR Housing Policy. 
Applicants can now lodge a development application for the development of 
detached dual occupancy for Council’s assessment. However, there are currently no 
development standards for detached dual occupancy development in RLEP.  
 
Although Stage 2 of the LMR Housing Policy introduced non-discretionary standards 
that apply to DAs for dual occupancy development in LMR Housing areas, these 
standards do not statutorily apply for detached dual occupancy development 
applications outside LMR Housing areas. These non-discretionary standards also do 
not apply to CDC applications. 
 
If a DA is lodged for detached dual occupancy developments outside the low and 
mid-rise housing areas in the City of Ryde, there are no statutory development 
standards available for Council to conduct assessment. As previously discussed, 
Council’s assessment officers will have to resort to state or national development and 
building standards. These standards are very broad, not specific to the Ryde LGA, 
which may result in undesirable outcomes as well as inefficient Council assessments. 
Additionally, the lack of development standards opens opportunity for disputes and 
conflicts between Council and the proponents.  

Reasons for the proposal 

Enacting this Planning Proposal may allow the amendments to be made quickly 
through the minor amendment pathway. Overall, this Planning Proposal aims to 
prevent up to 5,909 unplanned dwellings on 3,902 lots between 400m2 and 580m2 
from being developed on R2 lots outside the LMR Housing areas in the Ryde LGA.  
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Moreover, this Planning Proposal will ensure development of all types of dual 
occupancies outside LMR Housing areas will only be permitted on lots greater than 
580m2, and there will be statutory standards available in RLEP to assess the DAs for 
such development (Note: for dual occupancy development inside LMR Housing area, 
the non-discretionary standards under Housing SEPP will take precedence over 
RLEP).  

Financial Implications 

Adoption of the recommendation will have no financial impact. 

Options 

Option 1 (Recommended): Endorse the LEP to be amended via an expedited 
amendment using Section 3.22 of the EP&A Act 

(a) That Council endorse the Planning Proposal via an expedited 
amendment using Section 3.22 of the Environmental Planning and 
Assessment Act 1979 to amend the Ryde Local Environmental Plan 
2014 to apply the existing planning provisions for dual occupancy 
(attached) to all dual occupancy. 

 
(b) That Council endorse the amendments to the Ryde Local 

Environmental Plan 2014 to be submitted as an expedited 
amendment for consideration by the Department of Planning, 
Housing and Infrastructure and the Minister for Planning. 

 
(c) That Council support that if the Department of Planning, Housing 

and Infrastructure advise they do not accept the proposed LEP 
amendment as a Section 3.22 Amendment, Council officers will 
explore the option to pursue a full planning proposal in response to 
the Low and Mid-Rise Housing Policy. 

 
This option is recommended as it would allow the LEP to be amended expeditiously 
and be made before the 1 July 2025. This would eliminate the risk of unplanned 
CDC-approved detached dual occupancy developments on unsuitable sites in Ryde’s 
low-density neighbourhoods. 
 
The risk with this option is that there is no opportunity for community public 
consultation. This process will only go to Council once, and will not undergo a public 
exhibition, which is ordinarily required for all planning proposals. Therefore, the 
community are not able to provide their opinion on the subject matter.  
While this Planning Proposal simply seeks to apply existing controls for attached dual 
occupancy to detached dual occupancy it will potentially affect the property value of 
lots with an area of 400-580 m2, as these lots will be no longer be eligible for dual 
occupancy development. Therefore, it is considered the lack of public consultation 
may be contentious. 
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Moreover, the existing controls for attached dual occupancy may not be appropriate 
for detached dual occupancy. Detached dual occupancy developments generally 
require larger lot area than attached dual occupancy to enable sufficient separation 
between the two dwellings. Imposing a larger minimum lot size requirement for 
detached dual occupancy would be more suitable for local streetscape and character. 
In Greater Sydney region, 17 Councils permit all types of dual occupancy and have 
minimum lot size controls for dual occupancy in their LEPs. 10 Councils require a 
larger minimum lot size for detached than attached dual occupancy.  
 
While this option could act as a band-aid solution to prevent detached dual 
occupancy development on smaller lots (i.e. 400 – 580m2) by applying statutory 
standards in a short time frame, it may preclude Council from making a planning 
proposal in near future that proposes a larger minimum lot size for detached dual 
occupancy. DPHI might not grant Gateway determination to such a planning proposal 
that seeks to impose further restrained development standards, which may impact 
housing delivery.  
 
If the implemented statutory development standards are inappropriate for the 
typology, it will be more difficult for Council’s development assessment officers to 
take those standards into further consideration during assessment and limit the ability 
to deliver good planning outcomes. Again, this may result in an undesirable change 
in Ryde’s low-density neighbourhoods. 
 
Whether the proposed amendments could be pursued via the Section 3.22 expedited 
amendment pathway is at the discretion of DPHI. City Places are currently seeking 
initial advice from DPHI on the matter. As of 15 May 2025, we are yet to receive a 
response.  
 
Next steps 

Council staff will prepare the s.3.22 submission package and submit it to DPHI for 
their immediate consideration. 
 
If DPHI do not accept the Section 3.22 expedited amendment, Option 2 will be 
pursued, which is to amend the LEP via a full Planning Proposal. 

Option 2: Resolve that the LEP should be amended via a full Planning Proposal 

(a) That Council do not endorse the Planning Proposal via an expedited 
amendment using Section 3.22 of the Environmental Planning and 
Assessment Act 1979 to amend the Ryde Local Environmental Plan 
2014 to apply the existing planning provisions for dual occupancy 
(attached) to all dual occupancy, but to pursue LEP amendments 
through a full Planning Proposal instead, the scope of which is to be 
determined. 
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This option is not recommended as this would result in a delay in the LEP 
amendment of up to two years (according to the LEP Making Guidelines). This delay 
may allow numerous CDC approvals for detached dual occupancy development on 
lots between 400-580m2, resulting on unplanned intensification. The development of 
unplanned detached dual occupancies on lots smaller than 580m2 may lead to poor 
outcomes and adverse effects on the streetscape, infrastructure, and overall 
residential amenity. 
 
However, this option will allow for Council and DPHI to deliberate on this matter twice 
and the community can provide their comments on the proposal for our consideration 
at the public exhibition. Section 3.22 expedited amendments only go to Council and 
the Department once, and do not undertake a public exhibition. Conducting a public 
exhibition will allow more transparency into Council’s decision making regarding our 
response to the Department’s housing policy. 
 
Additionally, the scope of the planning proposal could be broadened to consider other 
principal development standards and provisions for dual occupancy, including 
subdivision, minimum lot width, and differing minimum lot sizes. This may include 
exploring a larger minimum lot size for detached dual occupancy.  The planning 
proposal may also proceed in conjunction with a revision of the related Ryde 
Development Control Plan chapter: Part: 3.3 Dwelling Houses and Dual Occupancy 
(attached). 
 
Next Steps 

The scope of the planning proposal will be determined, which may require supporting 
information. Subsequently, the planning proposal will seek advice from the Ryde 
Local Planning Panel and subsequently report back to Council to seek endorsement 
to proceed to Gateway determination for DPHI’s consideration. The Gateway 
determination conditions will advise on the number of days the proposal should be 
exhibited for, and Council staff will prepare the proposal for public exhibition. After 
public exhibition, Council staff will consider the submissions and prepare another 
report to Council. 

Option 3: Resolve that the LEP amendment is not supported 

(a) That Council do not endorse the proposed amendment to the Ryde 
Local Environmental Plan 2014 to apply the existing planning 
provisions for dual occupancy (attached) to all dual occupancy 

 
This option is NOT supported as this will result in unprecedented increase in dwelling 
capacity and population. This will result in significant strain on Council’s 
infrastructure, as these sites are not sufficiently serviced, nor has Council’s 
infrastructure planned for a dwelling and population increase of this scale. This will 
also cause a loss in character and significant impacts on streetscape and residential 
amenity in the low-density neighbourhoods in Ryde. 
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Next Steps 

Council would need to specify the concerns which would consider the specified 
concerns against the relevant legislated assessment considerations. 
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13 UPDATE TO DEVELOPMENT CONTROL PLAN 2014 - TREE 
PRESERVATION - Outcome of Public Exhibition  

Report prepared by: Senior Coordinator - Parks Planning 
       File No.: GRP/25/9 - BP25/347  
 

 
REPORT SUMMARY 
 
City of Ryde reviewed its Development Control Plan Part 9.5 –Tree Preservation 
(DCP Part 9.5) to update the objectives, controls, and guidelines for tree 
preservation.  The amendments made will align Council’s Policy with updated State 
Government legislation relevant to tree and vegetation management. The updates 
and amendments will also support Council’s commitment to increasing tree canopy 
as detailed in the Ryde Urban Forest Strategy (2023).  
 
The draft amendments to DCP Part 9.5 - Tree Preservation were placed on public 
exhibition to seek community comment between Monday 16 September and 
Sunday 27 October 2024. Staff have considered these submissions and 
undertaken a further review of the draft Policy, with a few minor amendments made 
to the document provided in ATTACHMENT 1, for Council’s consideration and 
adoption. 
 
Many respondents expressed strong support for strengthening tree preservation 
regulations, highlighting the importance of maintaining and expanding the urban 
canopy. Many comments received supported the proposed 3:1 tree replacement 
requirement within the policy, however emphasized that Council must ensure 
compliance through rigorous enforcement and follow-up inspections. Concerns 
were raised about the impact of new developments, particularly duplexes, which 
often result in the complete removal of existing trees from the site. Some 
respondents urged Council to ensure that replacement plantings are substantial, 
diverse, and capable of restoring lost canopy coverage.  A small number of 
submissions raised concerns that the controls were too onerous and made it 
difficult for residents to manage trees on private land.  A table is included in the 
body of this report detailing the issues raised in submissions made during the 
exhibition period.  A summary of the feedback received and the response from 
Council staff is provided in ATTACHMENT 2. 
 
Over the next few months the Department of Planning, Housing and Infrastructure 
is also proposing further changes to the planning system to discourage people and 
industry from illegally clearing trees and vegetation. The reforms aim to improve the 
operation of Chapter 2 (Vegetation in non-rural areas) of State Environmental 
Planning Policy (Biodiversity and Conservation) 2021 – also known as BC SEPP, 
Chapter 2. Under section 2.10(4) of the BC SEPP, councils can issue permits to 
clear vegetation subject to conditions. As part of issuing permits, some councils, 
including City Ryde require that that landowners must replace any trees they 
remove with equivalent ones. 
 
 

https://www.ryde.nsw.gov.au/Council/Plans-and-Publications/Environmental-and-Sustainability-Plans-and-Publications/Ryde-Urban-Forest-Strategy
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As such, this report recommends the adoption of the amended DCP Part 9.5 - Tree 
Preservation – ATTACHMENT 1 for the reasons outlined in the body of this report. 
 

 
RECOMMENDATION: 
 
(a) That Council adopt the updated Development Control Plan Part 9.5 - Tree 

Preservation, provided in ATTACHMENT 1.  
 
(b) That staff write to thank all residents who participated in the City of Ryde 

public exhibition and inform them of Council’s resolution. 
 

 
ATTACHMENTS 
1  Updated  Development Control Plan 2014 - Tree Preservation  
2  Submissions - DCP Tree Preservation  

  
Report Prepared By: 
 
Mark Taylor 
Senior Coordinator - Parks Planning  
 
Report Approved By: 
 
Simon James 
Executive Officer - City Spaces 
 
Michael Galderisi 
Deputy Chief Executive Officer  
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Background 
 
The City of Ryde is committed to maintaining and enhancing the urban forest to 
support environmental sustainability, urban aesthetics, and community wellbeing. For 
City of Ryde the relevant strategies, controlling documents and application process is 
identified and legislated in the following documents: 
 
• Urban Forest Strategy – Increasing tree canopy cover to 40% by 2030 to 

improve climate resilience. 
 

• Development Control Plan (DCP) – Part 9.5 Tree Preservation – Setting 
guidelines for tree protection on public and private land. 

 
• Tree Management Application (TMA) Process – Formal application and review 

process for tree removal and pruning. 
 
• Tree Management Technical Manual – Providing technical guidance to ensure 

consistent and scientifically grounded assessments. 
 
The updated DCP Part 9.5 Tree Preservation places a focus on proactive retention 
and preservation of existing trees as well as the planting of new trees. This approach 
is due to Council’s aim to foster a view that trees provide amenity to the broader 
community and improve liveability with significant retention value. The amendments 
also address the requirements of the Biodiversity and Conservation SEPP 2021 and 
adopt a landscape approach to vegetation and tree management as recommended in 
the NSW Department of Planning, Industry and Environment’s guidelines; Managing 
Vegetation with a Development Control Plan. The proposed controls in the draft 
updated DCP Part 9.5 are aimed at optimising the retention of trees while facilitating 
appropriate tree pruning and removals consistent with safety issues, impact on 
infrastructure, and other relevant factors as assessed by a qualified arborist. 
 
The long-term objectives of the updated DCP Part 9.5 - Tree Preservation are to: 
 
• Maintain and enhance the City’s amenity via a thriving urban forest and urban 

landscape, 
 

• Prevent unapproved pruning or removal of trees and other vegetation, 
consistent with the aims and objectives of the Biodiversity SEPP, other relevant 
planning instruments and the controls of this DCP, 

 
• Recognise and protect the City’s mature tree canopy and other vegetation 

considered significant due to heritage, cultural, social, and ecological value, 
 
• Preserve and enhance species diversity through the retention of habitat 

connectivity, 
 
• Increase tree canopy (via existing tree maturation) on public and private land to 

mitigate urban heat island effects, 
 
 
 

https://www.planning.nsw.gov.au/policy-and-legislation/environment-and-heritage/biodiversity-and-conservation-sepp
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• Facilitate the removal of priority weeds, immature vegetation with nil or low 

amenity, heat mitigation and/or biodiversity values, and replace with suitable 
species, 

 
• Provide a consistent framework to assess applications that require a permit for 

clearing vegetation and pruning or removal of trees. 
 
The table below outlines the amendments made to the Development Control Plan Part 
9.5 – Tree Preservation prior to placing on exhibition.  
 
Current Proposed 

No reference to Biodiversity SEPP Ensure alignment to Biodiversity and 
Conservation SEPP (2021)  

No reference to updated Urban Forest 
Strategy 

Ensure alignment and reference to Urban 
Forest Strategy (2023) 
 

Technical references included Language simplified and noted where 
technical references are within other 
documents 
 

Replacement plantings for approved 
removals required on a 1 for 1 basis 

Replacement plantings for approved 
removals required on a 3 to 1 basis 

Tree is exempt if it is 4m from an 
enclosing wall 

Tree is exempt if it is within 3m from building 
structure over 25m2 
 

Tree is exempt if it is within 4m of outside 
edge of pool coping 

Deleted 

Tree is exempt if it is within 4m of the 
outside edge of a carport 

Deleted 

Tree is exempt if stem circumference 
measured at 1.4m height is 450mm or 
smaller  

Tree is exempt if stem circumference 
measured at 1.4m height is 150mm or 
smaller  

Exclusions from Exempt Works Expanded to indicate Council must be 
satisfied included proposed works meet 
exemption requirements 

Lack of clarity in relation to tree works 
associated with Complying Development 

Language clarified for tree works 
requirements relating to development sites 

Removal of dead or dying requires an 
application 

Expanded to include protection for trees with 
habitat hollows and clarity around tree risk 
assessment requirements 

Camphor Laurel species included on 
exempt species list 

Camphor Laurel tree greater than 10m in 
height are no longer exempt (subject to 
permit application) 
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Council Resolution 
 
Council considered the draft DCP at its meeting held 27 August 2024 and resolved: 
 

(a) That Council endorse the amended draft Ryde Development 
Control Plan, 2024 - Part 9.5 Tree Preservation as provided in 
ATTACHMENT 1, and that the document be placed on public 
exhibition in accordance with the provisions of the NSW 
Environmental Planning and Assessment Act. 

 
(b) That the Public Exhibition occur for an extended period of a total of 

42 days. 
 
(c) That a further report come back to Council following the exhibition 

period, outlining the feedback received and any amendments 
proposed for the document 

 
Public Exhibition 
 
In accordance with part (b) of Council’s resolution, the draft Strategy was placed on 
public exhibition on 16 September 2024 and remained on display for a total of 6 
weeks until 27 October 2024. Consultation included posting Councils Have Your Say 
page, social media posts, e-newsletters and advertisement in The Weekly Times. 
 
Interested residents and others were invited to have their say on the Draft DCP by 
providing comments or submissions via an on-line submission form, e-mail or post. A 
total of 52 submissions were received during the exhibition period. Of these, 44 Have 
Your Say (HYS) page comments were received and 8 written submissions 
 
Generally, the comments during the Have your say period supported the proposed 
amendments to the policy, however there was feedback on further improvements. 
This included to the draft amendments include concerns that the 3m rule allows 
arbitrary tree removal without considering ecological, heritage, or aesthetic value, a 
lack of individual tree assessments based on risk, inadequate protection for trees on 
development sites, weak enforcement and penalties for illegal tree removal, 
insufficient public education on tree value, and a failure to ensure that existing trees 
are integrated into new building designs. 
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A summary of the key issues raised is provided in the following table. 
 

Issue/concern No. of 
submissions 

related to issue 
Support for the DCP Tree Preservation updates 20 

Concern with tree removal in Ryde / trees should be retained 
 

15 

Concerns re Complying development legislation and tree removal 9 

Concerns re 3:1 replacement being achieved / on private lands 6 

More follow up on trees in years after development to ensure canopy 
achieved 

5 

Correct species selected for replacement 5 

Expand Council’s Street tree planting program 4 

Opposition to removing exemptions (e.g, Camphor Laurels) 4 

Do not support tightening Tree Preservation  4 

Increased use of Technology and mapping, resources to assist the 
Community to support tree preservation 

3 

Do not  support tightening Tree Preservation 4 

Prevent developers from removing neighbor's trees 2 

Duplex developments remove most trees 2 

Increase fines to deter tree removal 1 

Risk increasing natural disasters to nearby properties from Trees 1 

 
A summary of the submissions and Council’s proposed response is provided in 
ATTACHMENT 2. 
 
Most respondents expressed strong support for strengthening tree preservation 
regulations, highlighting the importance of maintaining and expanding the urban 
canopy. Many commended the 3:1 tree replacement policy but emphasized that 
Council must ensure compliance through rigorous enforcement and follow-up 
inspections. Concerns were raised about the impact of new developments, 
particularly duplexes, which often result in the complete removal of existing trees.  
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Respondents urged Council to ensure that replacement plantings are substantial, 
diverse, and capable of restoring lost canopy coverage. 
 
A significant number of respondents questioned capacity to monitor and enforce the 
proposed regulations effectively, especially given the current volume of 
developments. Some suggested that Council consider mandatory inspections during 
and after construction to ensure compliance with approved tree management plans. 
 
Mixed opinions were received regarding tree removal exemptions. Some 
respondents supported the removal of certain exemptions (e.g., trees within 4m of a 
dwelling or pool), arguing that this would better protect the urban canopy. Others 
opposed these changes, particularly for trees like Camphor Laurels, and argued for 
maintaining the right to remove trees on private property without Council interference. 
There was also a strong call for clear, consistent criteria for assessing tree removal 
applications, including species selection for replacement plantings. 
 
Several submissions highlighted the critical role of trees in supporting urban 
biodiversity, providing habitat for native wildlife, and mitigating urban heat. Concerns 
were raised about the practice of replacing mature trees with small or inappropriate 
species, which fail to provide comparable ecological benefits. Respondents called for 
a focus on planting locally appropriate species, enhancing habitat corridors, and 
ensuring the long-term survival of newly planted trees through maintenance 
requirements. 
 
Many respondents offered constructive suggestions to enhance the DCP. These 
included increasing penalties for unauthorized tree removal, ensuring developers 
cannot remove trees on neighboring properties without consent, and implementing 
incentives for residents to retain trees on their land. There were also calls for 
expanding Council’s Street tree planting program, particularly in areas where recent 
developments have significantly reduced tree cover. 
 
A small number of respondents considered that the proposed controls were to 
onerous and made it difficult for residents to manage trees on private land. 
 
Complying Development 
 
Tree removal under Complying Development Certificates (CDCs) is regulated by the 
State Environmental Planning Policy (Exempt and Complying Development Codes) 
2008 (SEPP). While the SEPP permits certain tree removals as part of complying 
development, specific criteria must be met. Trees may only be removed if they are 
not listed on the City of Ryde’s register of significant trees, are located within 3 
meters of a building or structure larger than 25 square meters, have a height of less 
than 8 meters for new dwelling houses or 6 meters for other developments, and are 
not required to be retained as a condition of subdivision consent. Protected trees, 
including those within heritage conservation areas, cannot be removed under a CDC 
without separate approval from the City of Ryde.  
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Further Changes to deter illegal tree and vegetation clearing 
 
The NSW Government has released an Explanation of Intended Effect (EIE) outlining 
several proposed changes to improve enforcement and compliance related to illegal 
tree clearing. These changes include increasing fines and penalties for illegal 
clearing, empowering Councils to issue orders for unauthorized clearing and enforce 
the replacement of cleared trees and mandating that instances of illegal tree clearing 
be disclosed on 10.7 certificates to inform potential property buyers. The reforms also 
aim to close existing loopholes related to the removal of dead, dying, or dangerous 
vegetation, introduce conditions on tree clearing permits requiring vegetation 
replacement, clarify criteria for removing trees deemed an 'imminent risk', and 
suggest adjustments to the Environmental Planning and Assessment Act 1979 (EPA 
Act).  
 
These adjustments include exploring a civil penalty framework with a lower burden of 
proof and considering the introduction of jail terms for severe offences. The EIE is 
available for public exhibition until 4 June 2025. 

Discussion and Recommended Amendments  
 
The purpose of Part 9.5 – Tree Preservation of the DCP is to protect the City’s urban forest 
through retention of its mature tree canopy as detailed in the City of Ryde Urban Forest 
Strategy 2023, the Ryde Biodiversity Plan, 2016 and the Ryde Resilience Plan 2030.  
 
Based on a detailed assessment of the issues raised in the submission’s further 
refinement of the policy has also occurred. In addition, some editorial errors (e.g. 
outdated weblinks) and typos have been updated. 
 
These include comments from The Biodiversity Policy and Greener Neighbourhoods 
team at Department of Planning, Housing and Infrastructure, Ryde- Hunters Hill Flora 
and Fauna Preservation Society and submissions from residents  
 
The proposed changes to the post consultation are summarised below: 
 
1.     Clarification of Exempt Tree Criteria (Section 4.0 (ii), p7): The current 

wording of Section 4.0 (ii) defining an exempt tree is ambiguous, leaving it 
unclear whether both dimensions (height and trunk diameter) must be met, or if 
meeting one dimension is sufficient. This ambiguity may reduce enforceability. 

 
Recommendation: Clarify the wording of this provision by explicitly specifying 
whether the exemption applies to trees that meet both (height AND trunk 
diameter) or either (height OR trunk diameter) of the criteria.  
 
Council Response: The DCP has been updated with and/or is for clarity. 
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2.     Update Non-Functional Link (Section 6.2): The web link provided in Section 

6.2 is currently non-functional. 
 

Recommendation: Replace the non-working link with an updated and 
functional URL that directs users to the correct page for tree application and fee 
information.  
 
Council Response: The weblinks have been updated in the DCP to align with 
the City of Ryde website. 

 
3.     Removal of Reference to Repealed Clause (Section 1.3(1), p5): Section 

1.3(1) references Clause 5.9 (Preservation of Trees or Vegetation) of the City of 
Ryde Local Environmental Plan 2014 (LEP 2014). This clause has been 
repealed and replaced by Chapter 2 of the State Environmental Planning Policy 
(Biodiversity and Conservation). 

 
Recommendation: Remove the reference to Clause 5.9 of the Ryde LEP and 
replace it with a reference to Chapter 2 of the SEPP (Biodiversity and 
Conservation). 
 
Council Response: Reference to references Clause 5.9 (Preservation of Trees 
or Vegetation) of the City of Ryde Local Environmental Plan 2014 (LEP 2014) 
has been removed and a reference to Chapter 2 of the SEPP (Biodiversity and 
Conservation) has been added. 

 
4.     Alignment with SEPP (Biodiversity and Conservation) Provisions (Section 

4.0(i)): The exemptions listed in Section 4.0(i) conflict with Section 2.7 of the 
SEPP (Biodiversity and Conservation), which does not require a permit for 
vegetation removal deemed a risk to human life/property or vegetation that is 
dead/dying and not habitat. 

 
Recommendation: Amend Section 4.0(i) to align with the exemptions in 
Section 2.7 of the BC SEPP, clearly distinguishing these cases without 
conflicting conditions.  
 
Council Response: No revision is required Section 4.0(i) refers to clause 2.7 of 
the Biodiversity and Conservation SEPP aligns with Councils current tree 
management application process and it is not recommended to change the 
DCP. 

 
5.      Clarification of Clearing Exemption for Development (Section 4.0(ix)): The 

current wording of Section 4.0(ix) seems to exempt clearing for developments 
requiring consent, regardless of whether the necessary consent has been 
obtained. 
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Recommendation: Amend Section 4.0(ix) to state that clearing is only exempt 
if it is “authorised by a development consent under Part 4 of the EP&A Act.”  
 
Council Response: The word consent has been added to clarify  

 
6.     Removal of Invalid Clearing Reference (Section 4.0(x)(a)): Section 4.0(x)(a) 

refers to clearing authorized under the Codes SEPP, which does not grant such 
authorization. 

 
Recommendation: Remove Section 4.0(x)(a) entirely to prevent 
misinterpretation. 

 
Council Response: Reference has been removed to clearing authorised under 
the Codes SEPP. The Biodiversity Policy Team at DPHI has confirmed It's a 
widespread misconception that clause 3.33 and similar clauses (3A.7, 3B.61, 
3C.36, 3D.64, and 5A.5) of the Codes SEPP authorise clearing even if a council 
permit under Chapter 2 of the BC SEPP would otherwise be required. 
Regardless of these provisions in the Codes SEPP, if a permit is required under 
Chapter 2 of the BC SEPP (i.e. Council's DCP), it must be obtained before the 
vegetation can be cleared. 

 
Financial Implications 
 
There are no financial implications should the recommendations of the report be 
adopted. Any change to funding to implement the recommendations and actions of 
the DCP and linked documents including the Urban Forest Strategy will be 
considered during Council’s business planning process and is subject to funding 
availability. 
 
Conclusion 
 
The final Development Control Plan Part 9.5 – Tree Preservation provided in 
ATTACHMENT 1 is recommended for adoption for the following reasons.   
 
The update supports Councils Council’s Urban Forest Strategy (2023) and provides 
achievable and legitimate actions to improve its’ scale and resilience. The update is 
informed by community engagement and predominantly positive feedback received 
during the public exhibition period. 
 
Upcoming State Government legislation changes may further support Council’s DCP 
and aim to strengthen tree protection by increasing fines for illegal clearing, 
enhancing council enforcement powers, and improving compliance clarity. They may 
include enforcing existing restrictions on complying development after illegal clearing, 
closing loopholes for removing dead or dangerous vegetation, mandating 
replacement planting for cleared trees, and requiring councils to disclose illegal 
clearing on 10.7 certificates.  
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In conclusion, enhancing the current DCP controls around trees on private land is 
crucial for strengthening urban forest protection and aligning with Council’s broader 
sustainability goals. By introducing mandated canopy targets, tightening tree removal 
criteria, and reconsidering exemptions like the 4m rule (reduced to 3m), the Council 
can ensure better preservation of mature trees. This approach will not only enhance 
community resilience but also ensure that future DCP amendments are consistent 
with the Local Strategic Planning Statement (LSPS), promoting a greener, more 
sustainable urban environment. 
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14 DRAFT RYDE KEY WORKERS AFFORDABLE HOUSING POLICY  

Report prepared by: Senior Strategic Planner 
       File No.: URB/22/62/6 - BP25/224  
 
REPORT SUMMARY 
 
Council’s Affordable Housing Policy 2016 (ATTACHMENT 1) has been reviewed and 
a new Draft Key Workers Affordable Housing Policy (ATTACHMENT 2) is proposed 
to replace it.   The new Draft Key Worker Affordable Housing Policy is focussed on 
supporting and facilitating the provision of affordable housing through various existing 
planning mechanisms. It also emphasises the importance of attracting and retaining 
“key workers” that provide essential services to the City of Ryde and support its 
economy. 
 
The current policy is written as a strategy with aspirational goals for achieving an 
increase of affordable housing in City of Ryde. In contrast, the new policy is not 
written as a strategy and does not set a difficult to achieve affordable housing 
percentage goal based on the total housing numbers constructed in the LGA.  
Instead, the new Policy is focussed on an aspirational target of 1000 Key Worker 
Affordable Housing dwellings to be created over the next 10 years based on existing 
housing construction targets.  The new target represents a significant increase in the 
creation of affordable housing dwellings compared to what Council has achieved in 
the recent past. 
 
This report recommends that the Council resolve to exhibit the Draft Key Workers 
Affordable Housing Policy for public comment for six weeks. 
 
RECOMMENDATION: 
 
(a) That Council endorse the exhibition of the Draft Key Workers Affordable 

Housing Policy for a period of 42 days. 
 

(b) That a report be provided back to Council on the submissions received during 
the exhibition period and any recommended amendments to the Policy. 

 
ATTACHMENTS – CIRCULATED UNDER SEPARATE COVER 
1  Ryde Affordable Housing Policy 2016  
2  Key Worker Affordable Housing Policy 2025  
3  Key Findings from Consultations  

  
Report Prepared By: 
Terry Agar 
Senior Strategic Planner  
 
Report Approved By: 
Jeremy Giacomini 
City Architect 
 
Michael Galderisi 
Deputy Chief Executive Officer   
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Introduction  
 
Council’s current Affordable Housing Policy was adopted in 2016.   Since that time, 
the issues of housing availability and affordability has continued to be a public policy 
issue that has not been resolved by successive State and Federal governments.  
Affordable Housing was recognized as an ongoing housing issue for Council in its 
Local Strategic Planning Statement (LSPS) in 2020.  The LSPS identified the need to 
update its affordable housing policy by 2024. 
 
This paper outlines the process of a revision of Council’s existing Affordable Housing 
Policy and proposed changes to update its applicability to prevailing housing 
circumstances and improve the provision and management of affordable housing in 
Ryde. 
 
Context 
 
Council adopted an Affordable Housing Policy in 2016 with a target of 5% of new 
homes being affordable rental housing by 2021.  Since that time about 75 dwellings 
constructed in the City of Ryde have been affordable rental housing.  This represents 
about 0.6 % of all constructed dwellings over the same time period. 
 
At present there are three planning mechanisms available to Council to entice 
developers to deliver affordable housing dwelling units: 
 
• The Affordable Housing SEPP (2009) (and its successor the Housing SEPP 

(2021)) provides an incentive to developers to produce affordable housing units 
in exchange for floor space and height bonuses on land zoned for residential 
purposes.   
 

• Voluntary Planning Agreements between Council and developers – may provide 
infrastructure or affordable housing, or both. 

 
• Affordable Housing Scheme requirements embedded in a Local Environmental 

Plan – only recently included in in the Macquarie Park Transit Orientated 
Development Precinct of the Ryde LEP 2014. 

 
Council unsuccessfully pursued an affordable housing contribution scheme with the 
Department of Planning Housing and Infrastructure in 2019.  A Planning Proposal 
amendment to the Ryde LEP2014 was prepared and a Gateway Determination was 
requested from the Department to exhibit a draft LEP amendment for a fixed 
contribution rate.  Ultimately, after a lengthy period of consideration, the Department 
decided to not to issue a Gateway Determination. 
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The growth of affordable housing in Ryde has been disappointingly low in Ryde since 
the adoption of its Affordable Housing Policy (2016). This may be partly due to the 
inability of Council to make affordable housing contributions either by money or ‘in-
kind’ mandatory in areas that have received planning uplift. Council’s Local Strategic 
Planning Statement 2020A (LSPS) acknowledged the low rate of affordable housing 
construction and the lack of a mandatory planning contribution requirement and 
supports the pursuit of more affordable housing for the City of Ryde. 
 
The Current Policy 
 
The present Affordable Housing Policy is written as a strategy document with 
objectives, actions and targets to be achieved rather than as a policy providing a 
framework for decision making.  This is reflected in its large size (63 pages) which 
analyses the supply and demand for affordable housing and provides a full planning 
contextual information.  This approach in 2016 is understandable given affordable 
housing was an emerging local government issue and that sufficient justification was 
required to underpin Council’s new position on housing provision. 
 
A more concise and direct affordable housing policy that is focused on increasing the 
supply of housing targeted to key workers is now proposed as the preferred 
approach. 
 
Consultation Process  
 
The new draft policy has tried to incorporate the ideas and experience of a diverse 
range of organisations involved with the provision of housing for households on low 
to moderate incomes.  A broad range of external stakeholders were contacted and 
interviewed for relevant information to guide the preparation of Council’s new policy.  
The stakeholders contacted included the Housing Industry Association, community 
housing providers and accommodation support agencies. 
 
Internal consultations were also undertaken to understand issues associated with 
Council’s involvement with the provision of affordable housing. 
 
Councillors were consulted during the preparation of the new policy at Councillor 
Workshops held on 13 August 2024 and 19 November 2024. 
 
The key findings from the internal and external consultations that were considered for 
incorporation into the new policy are summarised in ATTACHMENT 3. 
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Draft Key Worker Affordable Housing Policy  
 
The new draft Key Workers Affordable Housing Policy was prepared to encourage 
the construction of new affordable housing for rent.  Its title reflects the ambition of 
Council to better focus on the cohort of individuals (and their families) that Council is 
seeking to encourage to work and reside in the Ryde LGA.  It also aligns more 
closely with the Council’s existing Local Strategic Planning Statement and Housing 
Strategy objectives.  
 
Housing is affordable where households pay no more than 30% of their gross pre-tax 
household income on rent or mortgage payments.  Above this figure and households 
are at risk of having insufficient income to meet other living costs and deemed to be 
in “housing stress”.  
 
Affordable housing is not the same as social housing.  Social housing is rental 
housing that is partly or fully funded by State or Federal Government and let to 
eligible persons on very low incomes.  
 
The Affordable Housing Needs Snapshot appended to the Policy shows that there is 
a large and growing demand for affordable housing to provide services that are 
essential to the functioning of the City of Ryde. 
 
The new Draft Key Worker Affordable Housing Policy is focused on providing rental 
housing for low to moderate income households that include at least one key worker.  
Criteria and examples of key workers are provided in the Policy. 
 
A key goal of the Policy is to increase the number of affordable housing rental units 
from the current 75 dwellings to 1000 dwellings by 2035. The goal is based on the 
Ryde housing targets to be delivered over the same period and the recent affordable 
housing scheme included as part of the Macquarie Park Transport Orientated 
Development Accelerated Precinct rezoning.  
 
The affordable housing goal is underpinned with a clear policy agenda to create 
affordable housing contribution schemes in all areas receiving planning uplift, 
requiring affordable housing in voluntary planning agreements and forming 
partnerships with community housing providers and developers.  An Action Plan is 
included in the Policy to monitor the increase in affordable housing in Ryde and that it 
meets the physical and social needs of the tenants.  This monitoring extends to 
ensuring that Council’s affordable housing performance is included in its public 
annual reporting 
 
Public Exhibition 
 
It is recommended that the draft policy is exhibited for public comment for a 42-day 
period. All public feedback will be reported to Council together with any proposed 
changes to the draft policy arising from the exhibition. 
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Next Steps 
 
1. Council organises and exhibits the policy. 

 
2. Feedback from the exhibition is reported to Council. 
 
3. The draft policy is adopted by Council and replaces the existing Affordable 

Housing Policy (2016). 
 
4. The new policy is posted on Council’s website. 
 
Financial Implications 
 
Adoption of the recommendation will have no financial impact. 
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15 CITY OF RYDE COMMUNITY GRANTS 2025 ROUND 1  

Report prepared by: Team Leader - Grants and Community Facilities 
       File No.: GRP/25/8 - BP25/351  
 
REPORT SUMMARY 
 
The City of Ryde Community Grants are a strategic tool aimed at building community 
capacity and wellbeing. This is achieved by supporting projects that address 
community need in line with the Ryde 2028 Community Strategic Plan, the Social 
Plan and Creativity Strategy 2019-2024, the Disability Inclusion Action Plan 2022-
2026, the Reconciliation Action Plan and the Ryde Resilience Plan 2030. 
 
Round 1 of the 2025 Community Grants Program opened on 20 January 2025 and 
closed on 28 February 2025. The round consisted of the following five categories: 
 
1. Community Wellbeing (Major, Medium and Minor Projects) 
2. Events (Major, Medium and Minor) 
3. Arts and Creativity 
4. Community Facilities and Equipment 
5. Sport and Recreation 
 
44 eligible grant applications were received and assessed in this grant round. 43 
grant applications are recommended with the total amount of funding being 
$245,449. One grant application is not recommended for funding. There are sufficient 
funds in the Community Grants Program budget to support these projects.       
 
In addition to the Community Grants Program, Council provides a Minor Donations 
Program to support the community, as per the Grants and Donations Policy and the 
Minor Donations and Awards Guidelines. There have been no Meet Your Neighbour 
or Representative Donations awarded to date in 2025. 
 
RECOMMENDATION: 
 
(a) That Council endorse funding the following organisations for the City of Ryde 

Community Grants, Round 1, 2025. 
 
Community Wellbeing – Major 

 Ref No. Organisation Amount 
Requested 

Amount 
Recommended 

Project 
Name/ 
Description 

Other 
Comments 

1 CWMaj-
01 

Planetshakers $14,850 $14,850 Community 
mentoring 
program for 
disadvantaged 
families with 
children 

 

2 CWMaj-
05 

CCA NSW $15,000 $8,592 “She 
Employment” 
skills 
development 

Partial funding, 
excluding budget 
items ineligible 
under 
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and business 
opportunities 
for CALD 
women 

Guidelines, such 
as Case 
manager costs;  

 
Community Wellbeing – Medium 

 Ref No. Organisation Amount 
Requested 

Amount 
Recommended 

Project Name/ 
Description 

Other 
Comments 

3 CWMed-
01 

CASS Care $5,500 $5,500 Strengthening 
the inclusion of 
CALD Youth 

 

4 CWMed-
02 

Australian 
Association of 
Cancer Care 

$7,500 $7,500 Music and 
dance for 
elderly and 
cancer patients 

 

5 CWMed-
03 

Armenian 
Relief Society 
Araz Chapter 

$5,000 $5,000 Armenian 
Senior 
Women’s 
health and 
Wellbeing 
Seminar 

 

6 CWMed-
05 

Royal Life 
Saving NSW 

$5,500 $5,500 Lifesaving skills 
for vulnerable 
communities 

 

7 CWMed-
06 

Epilepsy 
Action 
Australia 

$7,500 $7,500 Epilepsy Allies: 
Navigating 
Epilepsy 
Together 

 

8 CWMed-
08 

Rosemont 
Chamber 
Orchestra 

$7,500 $7,500 Accessible 
community 
concerts for 
people 
experiencing 
physical and 
psychological 
challenges  

 

9 CWMed-
09 

AASHA 
Australia 
Foundation 

$7,500 $7,500 Rhythm 
Wellbeing 
workshops for 
older people 

 

10 CWMed-
10 

Empowering 
Parents In 
Crisis (EPIC) 

$4,980 $4,980 Your Voice 
Matters: 
Advocating for 
Your Young 
Person 
webinars 

 

11 CWMed-
11 

Differently 
Abled People 
Association 

$6,900 $6,900 Multicultural 
Inclusive Social 
Gatherings 
connecting 
people with 
disabilities and 
the wider 
community 

 

12 CWMed-
14 

Korean 
Harmony 
Culture Group 

$5,000 $5,000 Multicultural 
community 
activities, incl. 
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food, fashion, 
dance 

13 CWMed-
15 

Parents of 
Deaf Children 

$7,500 $7,500 Creative 
Academy 
workshops for 
Deaf and Hard-
of-hearing 
Children 

 

14 CWMaj-
09 

Yimiri $15,000 $7,500 Ryde 
Corroboree 
cultural & 
wellness  
gatherings 

re-classified 
to Medium 
category, as 
matching 
funding for 
Major 
category not 
demonstrated 

 
Community Wellbeing- Minor 

 Ref No. Organisation Amount 
Requested 

Amount 
Recommended 

Project Name/ 
Description 

Other 
Comments 

15 CWMin-01 OZ Neulbom 
Social Welfare 
Association 

$2,500 $2,500 Digital literacy 
training to 
marginalized 
seniors, 
promoting social 
inclusion, 
connectivity, and 
independence 

 

16 CWMin-03 Giant Steps 
Australia 

$2,500 $2,500 Community 
Access Program 
for Autistic 
Individuals and 
Families 

 

17 CWMin-05 K-Cultural 
Education n 
Training 
Centre 

$2,500 $2,500 Empowering 
Seniors in Ryde 
program: mobile 
usage, 
translation and 
AI  

 

 
Events – Major  

 Ref No. Organisation Amount 
Requested 

Amount 
Recommended 

Project Name/ 
Description 

Other 
Comme
nts 

18 EventsMaj-
01 

Rotary Club of 
Macquarie Pk 

$20,000 $20,000 Rotary Carols 
on the 
Common 

 

 
Events – Medium  

 Ref No. Organisation Amount 
Requested 

Amount 
Recommended 

Project Name/ 
Description 

Other 
Comme
nts 

19 EventsMed-
01 

Captivate 
Presbyterian 
Church 

$7,500 $7,500 Christmas 
Carols in West 
Ryde 2025 
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20 EventsMaj-
02 

Indian Ocean 
Society of 
Australia 

$15,000 $7,500 Ryde Garba 
Festival 2025 
– Dance, 
Celebrate, 
Connect! 

Does 
not meet 
criteria 
for 
Major 
category
; re-
classifie
d 
Medium 
event 
and 
maximu
m 
funding 
for this  
category 
is 
$7,500  

21 EventsMaj-
03 

Melrose Park 
Football Club 

$10,000 $7,500 Street Football 
World Cup and 
Community 
Festival 

Does 
not meet 
criteria 
for 
Major 
category
; re-
classifie
d 
Medium 
event 
and 
maximu
m 
funding 
for this  
category 
is 
$7,500 

22 EventsMaj-
04 

ASAF / SAFAL 
Fest 

$20,000 $7,500 South Asian 
Film Arts 
Literature 
Festival 
(SAFAL Fest) 

Does 
not meet 
criteria 
for 
Major 
category
; re-
classifie
d 
Medium 
event 
and 
maximu
m 
funding 
for this  
category 
is 
$7,500 
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23 EventsMaj-
07 

Ryde Indian 
Association 

$20,000 $7,500 Diwali Fair Does 
not meet 
criteria 
for 
Major 
category
; re-
classifie
d 
Medium 
event 
and 
maximu
m 
funding 
for this  
category 
is 
$7,500 

  
Events – Minor 

 Ref No. Organisati
on 

Amount 
Requested 

Amount 
Recommended 

Project Name/ 
Description 

Other 
Comments 

24 EventsMin-
01 

Korean 
Australian 
Traditional 
Art and 
Cultural 
Association 

$2,500 $2,500 Traditional 
Korean cultural 
craft and food 
community 
workshops 

 

25 EventsMin-
02 

Multicultural 
Arts and 
Performanc
e Network 

$2,500 $2,500 All age, all 
ability, 
multicultural 
inclusive 
concert 

 

26 EventsMin-
03 

Distinguishe
d Citizens 
Society 
International 
Of NSW 
Australia 

$2,500 $2,500 Double Tenth 
Basketball 
Championship
s 

 

27 EventsMin-
04 

Macquarie 
Anglican 
Church 

$2,500 $2,500 Carols@Kings 
community 
carols 

 

 
Arts 

 Ref No. Organisation Amount 
Requested 

Amount 
Recommended 

Project 
Name/ 
Description 

Other 
Comments 

28 Arts-01 Kalakars 
Club Ryde 

$5,000 $5,000 “A dream,” 
Indian 
musical 
theatre 
production 

 

29 Arts-03 Ample 
Abilities 

$4,855 $4,855 Linkup with 
Art project for 
people with 
disabilities 
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from CALD 
backgrounds 

30 Arts-04 Lady of 
Grace 
Fraternity 

$4,900 $4,900 “Bonegilla,” a 
multimedia 
show of post-
war migrants’ 
journey 

 

31 Arts-06 City of Ryde 
Eisteddfod 

$5,000 $5,000 Ryde 
Eisteddfod 
Cultural 
Community 
outreach 

 

32 Arts-09 Louisa Chan $5,000 $5,000 Creative Art 
Healing 
Workshops: 
A Community 
Wellness 
Initiative 

 

33 Arts-10 Pure Korean 
Traditional 
Art Music 
Performance 
and Academy 
Australia 

$5,000 $5,000 Beyond the 
Melodies: 
The Story of 
Korean 
Instruments 
workshops & 
performances 

 

34 CWMaj03 Ebenezer 
Mission 

$9,500 $5,000 Diverse Art 
Studio 
providing 
employment 
and training 
opportunities 
for people 
with 
disabilities 

Assessed and 
re-classified in 
the Arts category 
where the 
maximum 
funding available 
is $5,000 

  
Community Facilities and Equipment 

 Ref No. Organisation Amount 
Requested 

Amount 
Recommended 

Project Name/ 
Description 

Other 
Comments 

35 FE-01 Cycling 
Without Age 
Sydney North 

$3,700 $3,700 Marquee for 
Cycling Without 
Age Ride Days 

 

36 FE-02 Saints Michael 
and Gabriel 
Antiochian 
Orthodox 
Church 

$5,000 $5,000 Community 
accessible 
laptops and 
iPads 

 

37 FE-05 Australia 
STEM and 
Advancement 
Association 

$2,000 $2,000 GPU for AI 
training and 
machine learning 
training 

 

38 FE-06 The Scout 
Association of 
Australia NSW 
Branch 

$4,295 $4,295 GRN 2640 
Eastwood 
Marsfield Scout 
Group Equipment 

 

39 FE-09 Ryde 
Multicultural 
Center 

$10,880 $5,000 Audio visual 
system for the 
RMC hall 

Maximum 
funding 
available in 
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this 
category is 
$5,000 

 
Sport 

 Ref No. Organisation Amount 
Requested 

Amount 
Recommended 

Project Name/ 
Description 

Other 
Comments 

40 Sport-02 Stryder Ltd $5,000 $5,000 School Student 
Transport to 
RDA 

 

41 Sport-07 Ryde Dragon 
Boat Club 
Incorporated 

$2,489 $2,489 Growing 
Leadership 
Capability for 
Increased 
Capacity 
training 

 

42 Sport-08 Sydney 
United Sports 
Club 

$4,500 $4,500 Club Support - 
Women/Girls 
Cricket 
Program 

 

43 Sport-09 Ryde Water 
Polo Club 

$2,388 $2,388 Marquee for 
junior & senior 
tournaments 

 

 
(b) That funding of $245,449 is awarded in this grant round from the Community 

Grants budget. 
 

(c) That Council note that the following applications are not recommended for 
funding: 

  
 Ref No. Organisation Amount 

Requested 
Amount 
Recommended 

Project 
Name/ 
Description 

Other 
Comments 

1 Arts-11 The Stage 
Theatre 
Production 
and 
Education 

$5,000 $0 Ryde Theatre 
Hub - 
Supporting 
local artists 
and emerging 
talent 

Proposed 
project is a 
duplication of 
existing 
programs and 
therefore 
ineligible under 
the Guidelines 

 
ATTACHMENTS 
1  Community Grants Guidelines 2024  

  
Report Prepared By: 
 
David Harris 
Team Leader - Grants and Community Facilities  
 
Report Approved By: 
 
Michael Galderisi 
Deputy Chief Executive Officer   
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Discussion 
 
Round 1 of the Community Grants Program 2025 was promoted extensively. This 
included advertisements in the local and culturally specific newspapers, social media 
posts, Council’s website and information disseminated through the Northern Sydney 
inter-agency meetings, working groups and networks. Announcement of the grant 
round was also circulated to previous applicants over the last three years. 
 
To assist applicants with grant writing the following initiatives were held: 
 
• One online and one in-person grant writing workshops. 
• 153 one-on-one meetings/contacts, with a member of the grants team. This 

provided an opportunity for applicants to discuss their project in detail and check 
the alignment of their project with the eligibility criteria of the grants program. 

 
Applications for this grant round were submitted via SmartyGrants, an online grant 
management system. Assistance was available for groups where English is a second 
language or where the group was unable to access the internet. 
 
In this grant round applicants applying for amounts above $2,500 were required to 
identify how their project outcomes align with the City of Ryde strategic outcomes. 
Applicants in the major categories of Community Wellbeing and Events were also 
required to identify how they would measure the outcomes of their projects. 
Successful applicants in these categories will be required to report on these 
measures in their acquittal. 
 
All applications were assessed in line with the Community Grants Policy 2024 and 
the Community Grants Guidelines 2024. Each grant application was reviewed by a 
minimum of two Council officers. 
 
A total of 44 eligible applications were received in this round and formally assessed. 
43 applications are recommended for full or partial funding totaling $245,449. 
 
The current round of Community Grants incorporates five categories as follows: 
 
1. Community Wellbeing 
 
The Community Wellbeing category aims to support projects that develop a 
connected and inclusive community and promote health and community safety, 
accessibility, and livability in the area. Priority is given to projects that align with the 
objectives of the Social Plan, Creativity Strategy, Disability Inclusion Action Plan, 
Reconciliation Action Plan, and the Community Strategic Plan. 
 
The Community Wellbeing category provides funding of up to $15,000 with a 
matched contribution for major projects (for every dollar of grant funding the 
organisation must contribute at least one dollar of funding or in-kind support), $7,500 
for medium projects and $2,500 for small projects.  
 
17 applications are recommended for funding in this category totaling $108,822. 
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2. Events 
 
This category intends to support the delivery of community-based events and 
festivals, which activate public areas, connect people to place and promote 
community celebration. Priority is given to projects that align with the objectives of the 
Social Plan, Creativity Strategy, Disability Inclusion Action Plan, Resilience Plan, 
Reconciliation Action Plan and the Community Strategic Plan. 
 
This category provides funding of up to $20,000 matched contribution for major 
events (for every dollar of grant funding the organization must contribute at least one 
dollar of funding or in-kind support), $7,500 for medium events and $2,500 for minor 
events.  
 
Ten (10) applications are recommended for funding totaling $67,500. 
  
3. Arts and Creativity 
 
This category aims to support community-led programs and projects that stimulate 
creative and cultural expression in the City of Ryde. The Arts and Creativity category 
can support individuals, creative collectives or not-for-profit organisations to provide 
creative outcomes which benefit the community. Priority is given to projects that align 
with the objectives of the Creativity Strategy and the Community Strategic Plan. 
 
The Arts and Creativity category provides funding of up to $5,000 per applicant.  
 
Seven (7) applications are recommended for funding totaling $34,755. 
 
4. Community Facilities and Equipment 
 
This category aims to provide funding for local small capital works projects and 
equipment. Projects must have community support and demonstrate the benefit to 
the community. 
 
Priority is given to projects that align with the objectives of the Social Plan, Creativity 
Strategy, Disability Inclusion Action Plan, Reconciliation Action Plan, Resilience Plan 
and the Community Strategic Plan.  
 
Funding of up to $5,000 per applicant is available in this category.  
 
Five (5) applications are recommended for funding totaling $19,995. 
 
5. Sport and Recreation 
 
The Sport and Recreation category is designed to increase participation in sport and 
recreational activities, primarily at a grass roots level. Projects must increase access 
to sport or recreational opportunities, be inclusive of diverse needs and aim to 
develop a sustainable program. 
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Priority is given to projects that align with the objectives of the Social Plan, Disability 
Inclusion Action Plan, Sport and Recreation Strategy and the Community Strategic 
Plan.  
 
Funding of up to $5,000 per applicant is available in this category.  
 
Four (4) applications are recommended for funding totaling $14,377. 
 
Minor Donations 
 
In addition to the Community Grants, Council provides a Minor Donations Program to 
support the community, as per the Community Grants and Donations Policy and the 
Minor Donations and Awards Guidelines.  
 
The Minor Donations categories include:  
 
• Representative Donations, funding of up to $250 per individual representing 

their community via sporting, cultural or academic endeavors at a national or 
international level. A total funding pool of $3,000 is available for this category.  
 

• General Donations, funding of up to $500, for projects that do not align with the 
timing of the Community Grant rounds. A total funding pool of $10,000 is 
available for this funding category. 

 
• Meet Your Neighbour Donations, funding up to $250, for projects that support 

residents in high density living. A total funding pool of $4,000 is available for this 
funding category.    

 
The applications for donations are received at any time throughout the year and, as 
per the Policy are approved by the CEO. Funding awarded is reported to Council 
within the next large grant round. 
 
During this period there have been no Representative, Meet Your Neighbour or 
General donations awarded. 
 
Financial Implications 
 
The total amount of funding recommended for the Community Grants Program 
Round 1, 2025 is $245,449. There are sufficient funds available in the Community 
Grants Program budget. 
 
The amount of funding available in the Minor Donations budget for 2025 is $20,000 
being $3,000 for Representative Donations, $10,000 for General Donations, $4,000 
for Meet Your Neighbour Donations and $3,000 for School Excellence Awards. 
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16 OFF LEASH DOG AREA - WARRAWONG, BRERETON AND FONTENOY 
PARK  

Report prepared by: Senior Coordinator - Parks Operations 
       File No.: GRP/25/8 - BP25/369  
 
REPORT SUMMARY 
 
This report has been prepared in response to the resolution endorsed at the Council 
meeting on 13 December 2022: 
 

(a) That the findings of this report be endorsed and Council implements a trial 
for a 12 month period for the following locations to be managed as unfenced 
dog off leash area: 

  
• Warrawong Reserve, Eastwood 
• Brereton Park, East Ryde 
• Fontenoy Park, Macquarie Park (when not used for organised sport) 

 
(b) That a report be brought back to Council at the completion of the 12-month 

trial outlining the community feedback received. 
 
(c) That a further report be brought to Council before June 2023, 

recommending an additional 3 sites for off-leash trial in Financial Year 
2023/24 and a further 3 sites for implementation in FY 2024/25. 

 
Council resolved at the 13 December 2022 Council meeting to conduct a 12-month 
trial for unfenced dog off-leash areas at Warrawong Reserve, Brereton Park and 
Fontenoy Park. The dog off-leash trial commenced on 20 March 2023 and concluded 
on 20 March 2024. As part of the trial, Council installed a dog bowl, dog waste bin 
and bag dispenser at each site. 
 
Council conducted community consultation for the duration of the trial and a total of 
131 responses were received from the community across the three sites. The 
community feedback was positive towards the implementation of the dog off leash 
areas at each of the proposed locations, with some safety concerns that need to be 
addressed. 
 
Warrawong Reserve - 43% of respondents support the trial to become permanent 
with changes such as the need for a fence to be installed due to the proximity to 
Darvall Road; 21% of respondents who support it with no change, compared to 25% 
who do not support the site being used as a dog off leash Park. 
 
Brereton Park – 48% of respondents support the trial to become permanent, and 
17% who support the trial with changes (suggesting the need for a fence to be 
installed due to the proximity to Pittwater Rd), compared to 35% who do not support 
the site being used as a dog off leash Park.  
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Fontenoy Park – 58% of respondents support the trial to become permanent, 11% 
who support changes with the installation of a fence to separate the off-leash are and 
playground, compared to 28% who do not support the trial to become permanent.   
 
Based on the results of the trial and investigation, the creation of dog off leash areas 
at Warrawong Reserve, Brereton Park and Fontenoy Park, will require Council to 
declare the public area (by issue of an order) that it is to be an off-leash area (fenced 
or unfenced) pursuant to Section 13(6) of the Companion Animals Act 1988. 
 
RECOMMENDATION: 
 
(a)   That Council declares Warrawong Reserve (by issue of future order) to be an 

enclosed dog off-leash area pursuant to Section 13(6) of the Companion Animals 
Act 1998 once works are completed in the 2026/2027 financial year. 

 
(b)   That Council declares Brereton Park (by issue of a future order) to be an unfenced 

dog off-leash area pursuant to Section 13(6) of the Companion Animals Act 1998. 
 
(c)   That Council declares Fontenoy Park (by issue of a future order) to be a partially 

fenced dog off-leash area pursuant to Section 13(6) of the Companion Animals 
Act 1998 once works are completed in the 2026/2027 financial year and on the 
condition that the declaration is only in place during times when the Park is not 
being used for organised sporting activities booked by the Council. 

 
(d)   That funding be identified in 2026/2027 Operational Plan for the installation of 

fencing at Warrawong Reserve and Fontenoy Park in line with recommendation 
(a) and (c). 

 
ATTACHMENTS 
1  Consultation Report - Dog Off-Leash Trials 2023 - Warrawong Reserve, 

Brereton Park and Fontenoy Park 
 

  
Report Prepared By: 
 
Nick Wright 
Senior Coordinator - Parks Operations  
 
Report Approved By: 
 
Scott Wilkie 
Manager - Parks and Open Spaces 
 
Charles Mahfoud 
Executive Manager - City Infrastructure 
 
Wayne Rylands 
Chief Executive Officer   
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Discussion 
 
Background 
 
In July 2022, Council resolved to conduct an analysis of the existing dog off-leash 
areas in the City of Ryde and to identify new areas as potential dog off-leash sites. A 
report was brought back to Council at the 13 December 2022 meeting, responding to 
this resolution, identifying a proposal for an additional three (3) sites. Council 
resolved at this meeting to implement a trial for a 12-month period for the following 
locations to be managed as unfenced dog off-leash areas: 
 
• Warrawong Reserve – is located at 68-70 Darvall Road, Eastwood. (Figure 1) 
• Brereton Park – is located at 330 Pittwater Road, East Ryde. (Figure 2) 
• Fontenoy Park (when not in use for organised sporting activities booked by 

Council) – is located at 52 Fontenoy Road, Macquarie Park. (Figure 3) 
 
The dog off-leash trials ran from 20 March 2023 to 20 March 2024 and included the 
installation of a dog bowl, waste bin and bag dispensers at each site. 
 
If the results of the trial and investigation support the creation of an off-leash park 
Warrawong Reserve, Brereton Park and Fontenoy Park, then Council will be required 
to declare the public area (by issue of an order) that it is to be an off-leash area 
(unfenced) pursuant to Section 13(6) of the Companion Animals Act 1988. 
 
Site Description 
 
Warrawong Reserve 

Figure 1. Displays the location of the trial at Warrawong Reserve (68-70 Darvall Rd, 
Eastwood). 
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The reserve is located between Darvall Road, Clanwilliam Street, Wentworth Road, 
and Bergin Street, Warrawong Reserve is surrounded by residential properties. 
 
Brereton Park 

Figure 2. Displays the location of the trial at Brereton Park (330 Pittwater Rd, East 
Ryde) The park is situated between Pittwater Road and Bronhill Avenue, Brereton 
Park is surrounded by bushland and residential properties.  
 
Fontenoy Park

Figure 3. Displays the location of the trial at Fontenoy Park (52 Fontenoy Road, 
Macquarie Park) 
 
This local park is situated between Fontenoy Road and Khartoum Road with 
residential properties located on the western and northern boundaries. The park is a 
highly activated area and features a sports ground, amenities, and a playground. 
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Community Consultation 
 
Council conducted an online and written submission consultation for all three sites 
from 20 March 2023 to 20 March 2024, receiving 131 responses. The trials and 
consultation period were promoted through the City of Ryde’s Have Your Say 
webpage, flyers to nearby residents, signage at the trial sites, eNewsletters to 
stakeholders, and listings in both the local newspaper and Your City News 
eNewsletter. 
 
The Warrawong Reserve Have Your Say page, online survey, and signage were 
available in four languages: English, Simplified Chinese, Traditional Chinese, and 
Korean. 
 
Warrawong Reserve 
 
At the conclusion of the consultation period, a total of 28 submissions were received 
from the community.  
 
A summary of the consultation outcomes is provided below: 

 
Forty-three (43%) of respondents support the trial to become permanent with 
changes (suggesting the need for a fence to be installed due to the proximity to 
road); compared to 21% who support it as is, and 25% who do not support the trial to 
become permanent. The top three (3) most liked aspects of the trial were the large 
size of the park which allows dogs to have adequate exercise space; the natural 
environment including sloped terrain and trees providing shade; and the convenience 
and accessibility of the location to local users.  
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The biggest concern was the speed of cars travelling down on the adjacent Darvall 
Road and the suggestion for a fence to be installed to ensure safety.  
 
Brereton Park 
 
At the conclusion of the consultation period, a total of 23 submissions were received 
from the community.  
 
A summary of the consultation outcomes is provided below: 

 
The largest group of respondents (48%) support the trial to become permanent, with 
35% who do not support it. The top three (3) most liked aspects of the trial dog off-
leash at Brereton Park were the natural environment including the terrain which 
provides opportunity to exercise; large open space; and the convenience and 
accessibility of the location to local users.  
 
The biggest concern was the danger of dogs running onto Pittwater Road and the 
suggestion for a fence to be installed. Some suggested for bins, bags, water station 
to be installed and grass to be maintained. 
 
Fontenoy Park 
 
At the conclusion of the consultation period, a total of 79 submissions were received 
from the community.  
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A summary of the consultation outcomes is provided below: 
 

 
 
The largest proportion of respondents (58%) indicated support for the trial to become 
permanent, followed by 11% who support with changes, and 28% do not support the 
trial becoming permanent. 
 
Having the opportunity to socialise with others and developing a sense of community 
was the most liked aspect of the trial at Fontenoy Park (mentioned by almost half of 
respondents). Other aspects enjoyed by users included the large and uncrowded 
space; and the convenience and accessibility of the location to local users; the ability 
to exercise for dogs and owners; and the natural and peaceful environment (including 
shade). 
 
The top concerns related to the absence of fencing to separate unleashed dogs from 
the playground, and the impacts dogs will have on the recreational use of the sports 
field and the fear of unwanted confrontations between dog owners and park users 
during sporting fixtures and Council run events.  
 
Site Considerations 
 
Nighttime accessibility 
 
The community consultation process for Warrawong Reserve, Brereton Park and 
Fontenoy Park did not identify an interest for nighttime access.  
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Warawong reserve, Brereton Park and Fontenoy Park do not have existing lighting 
infrastructure that would provide nighttime access for dog walkers.  
 
Based on the size of each park to enable nighttime access it would require similar 
lighting infrastructure for a sporting field. To realise this outcome, it will require 
development approval, and Council will need to consider the costs associated with 
installing and running the lighting. 
 
Safety Concerns 
 
Warrawong Reserve 
 
If Council declares Warrawong Reserve as a permanent dog off-leash area, 
additional fencing along Darvall Road would need to be installed to manage the 
safety concerns. 
 
The site will also require additional infrastructure such as dog bag bins and a water 
bubbler with dog bowl. 
 
Brereton Park 
 
If Council designated Breton Park as a permanent dog off-leash area, partial fencing 
along Pittwater Road would need to be Installed to manage the safety concerns. 
The site will also require additional infrastructure such as dog bag bins and water 
bubbler with dog bowl. 
 
Fontenoy Park 
 
Under the Companion Animals Act 1998, dogs are prohibited within 10 metres of a 
playground and amenities building.  
 
To be compliant with the companion animals act, the installation of fencing around 
the playground area will be required.  
 
Fontenoy Park is utilised for junior soccer through the winter season and Council 
intermittently runs events through the course of the calendar year.  
 
The change in use to becoming a permanent dog off-leash area (when not in use for 
organised sporting booked activities and Council events), it will impact the way the 
site and the playing surface is used. It will also increase the potential for conflicts to 
occur between the different park users. 
 
Financial Implications 
 
Should Council resolve to endorse the recommendations outlined in this report, funding 
for the installation of fencing and associated infrastructure at Warrawong Reserve and 
Fontenoy Park, there will be a financial impact.  
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There is no funding allocated within the adopted 2024/25 financial year.  
 
The fencing project was not identified as part of the 2025-2029 Four-Year Delivery Plan 
and consideration to install fencing will impact on the project identified for delivery.  
 
The installation of fencing will require consideration to postpone the investigation works 
for sport field lighting at Morrison Bay Park field number 3 and Santa Rosa Park field 
number 1 in the 2025/26 one-year delivery plan. 
 
A breakdown of the approximate cost to install fencing at these locations is tabled 
below: 
 
Off Leash 
Dog Area 

Approximate 
cost 

Contingency 
(15%) 

Approximate 
total 

Funding source 

Warrawong 
Reserve 

$29,000.00 $4,350.00 $33,350.00 Future Parks Capital 
Programme 
 

Brereton 
Reserve 

Not required Not required Not required Not required 

Fontenoy 
Park 

$25,000.00 $3,750.00 $28,750.00 Future Parks Capital 
Programme 
 

 
The investigation has clarified there is currently no allocated budget for a project to 
install additional fencing in the 2024/2025 financial year.  
 
Alternatively, the project could be completed a capital project under the Sportsground 
Amenity Expansion cluster. This approach will require additional funding of $62,100 as 
there is no funding identified in the current the current Four-Year Delivery Plan. 
 
The project is planned to be included in the 2026/2027 Operational Plan. 
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17 INSTALLATION OF WATER STATION (BUBBLERS) WITHIN COUNCIL 
SPORTSGROUNDS  

Report prepared by: Senior Coordinator - Parks Operations 
       File No.: GRP/25/8 - BP25/370  
 
REPORT SUMMARY 
 
This report has been prepared in response to Council adopted resolutions at its 
meetings on 23 April 2024 and 26 March 2025, which are restated below: 
 
Water Stations in Christie Park (26 March 2025) 
 
(a) That a report be brought back to the May 2025 Council meeting investigating 

the reinstatement of the filtered water station and the installation of an extra one 
at Christie Park, Macquarie Park. 

 
(b) That the report includes options for either a freestanding or a wall mounted 

water station at a suitable position adjacent to the amenities and outline 
costings and an appropriate funding source.  

 
(c) That an additional report be prepared and presented to the May Council 

meeting providing a review of all sportsgrounds that do not currently have water 
stations available for public use with further investigation of future funding 
source and outline costings for these grounds for future installation. 

 
Water Stations in Christie Park (23 April 2024) 
 
(a) Staff liaise with relevant user groups as required, to assist with investigating the 

opportunity for the installation of five water stations (bubblers) at:  
• Christie Park 
• North Ryde Park 
• Monash Park  
• Meadowbank Park (on the Western side of Field 13) 
• ELS Hall, Field 3 on Kent Road (near the YMCA) 

 
(b) Acknowledge there are no funds allocated in the 2023 / 2024 financial year to 

undertake these works and as such these works will be considered to be 
undertaken in the 2024 / 2025 financial year. 

 
(c) Table a report at the June 2024 Council meeting, outlining the findings of the 

investigation and recommendations. 
 
Since 2012, the Council has installed over 20 water stations throughout the Ryde 
LGA, including sportsgrounds and passive parks to provide benefits to the 
community. 
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As outlined in the Ryde Resilience Plan 2030 (Attachment 1), the main goal for 
installing water stations is to promote healthier lifestyle choices, whilst achieving 
environmental sustainability by reducing disposable plastic bottle use. 
 
Council’s Bicycle Action Plan 2022 – 2030 (Attachment 2) identifies that water 
stations should be situated in high pedestrian traffic areas at pivotal points in a public 
space where people have the convenience of staying hydrated while engaging in 
activities.  
 
Location could include sports and recreation areas, commercial and retail areas, 
playgrounds, walking and cycling trails, open spaces, and transport hubs. 
 
In response to the Notice of Motion’s 23 April 2024 and 26 March 2025, Council 
consulted through e-mail and phone with sporting associations and clubs to gather 
input and feedback the community requirements on the potential locations for the 
installation water stations. 
 
The consultation process included to the following sporting associations and clubs 
associated with each park such as: 
 
• North West Sydney Football Association  
• Gladesville Ravens Soccer Club 
• Gladesville Ryde Magic Soccer Club 
• North Ryde Soccer Cub 
• Inner West Harbour Cricket Association 
• Northern Districts Cricket Association  
• Northern HFC 
• West Ryde Rovers Football Club 
 
The feedback gathered during the consultation process has assisted Council in 
determining the appropriate location for the installation of water stations within each 
of the parks identified in the Council resolution. User groups were supportive of the 
additional infrastructure that Council was proposed and that this would be an added 
benefit for their users and the community. 
 
Council recently conducted an audit of all sportsgrounds and identified that 12 out of 
27 Council-managed sites do not have public water stations. One ground Cleeves 
Park was assessed to not require a water station as this is not a seasonal sporting 
facility and a second field Smalls Road is owned by the Department of Education.  
 
This report outlines the reinstatement of the water bubbler at Christie Park and 
assesses options for the installation of new water stations at the remaining nine (9) 
locations: North Ryde Park, Monash Park, Darvall Park, Bremner Park, Magdala 
Park, Marsfield Park, Meadowbank Park, Pioneer Park, and Westminster Park.  The 
estimated cost for these installations is approximately $148,575, it is proposed that 
delivery of the water stations and funding for these works is provided in a staged 
process in the next iteration of the 2026-2029 Four-Year Delivery Plan. 
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RECOMMENDATION: 
 
(a) That Council endorse the reinstatement of a filtered water station at Christie 

Park. The estimated cost for this project is $17,250, which can be funded under 
the 2025/26 Sportsground Maintenance budget, subject to Council’s adoption of 
the 2025/2026 Operational Plan. 

 
(b) That Council endorse the staged installation of water stations at the following 

sportsgrounds which will be a future capital project for inclusion in the 2026-
2027 iteration of the Four Year Delivery Plan: 

  
 2026-2027 
 

• Marsfield Park 
• Magdala Park 
• North Ryde Park 

 
Note:  If the application received from Councillor Arya and Councillor Lara-

Watson regarding the use of their discretionary funds to install a water 
station at North Ryde Park (Item 9) on this Agenda is endorsed by 
Council then North Ryde Park water station will be removed from the 
2026/2027 delivery plan. 

 
2027-2028 
 
• Bremner Park 
• Meadowbank Park #13  
• Pioneer Park  
 
2028-2029 
 
• Westminster Park  
• Monash Park 
• Darvall Park 

 
Note:  If the application received from Councillor Arya and Councillor Lara-

Watson regarding the use of their discretionary funds to install a water 
station at Monash Park (Item 9) on this Agenda is endorsed by Council 
then Monash Park water station will be removed from the 2028/2029 
delivery plan. 

 
ATTACHMENTS 
There are no attachments for this report. 
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Report Prepared By: 
 
Nick Wright 
Senior Coordinator - Parks Operations  
 
Report Approved By: 
 
Scott Wilkie 
Manager - Parks and Open Spaces 
 
Charles Mahfoud 
Executive Manager - City Infrastructure 
 
Wayne Rylands 
Chief Executive Officer  
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Discussion 
 
Background 

Since 2012, Council has installed over 20 water stations across the Ryde LGA, 
including at sportsgrounds and passive parks, to benefit the community. Aligned with 
the efficiency outcomes on page 15 of the Ryde Resilience Plan 2030, these 
installations aim to promote healthier lifestyle choices and reduce risk to community 
from heat and exposure while supporting environmental sustainability by reducing the 
use of disposable plastic bottles. 

To support this, Council’s adopted Bicycle Strategy 2022–2030 on page 44 prioritises 
the installation of complementary infrastructure such as water stations in high 
pedestrian traffic areas and strategic points within public spaces, enabling convenient 
hydration for those engaging in various activities. Suggested locations include sports 
and recreation areas, commercial and retail zones, playgrounds, walking and cycling 
trails, open spaces, and transport hubs. 

This report responds to the Notice of Motion resolution dated 23 April 2024 and the 
25 March 2025 and outlines opportunities to install water stations (bubblers) across 
nominated sportsground in the Local Government Area (LGA). 

Consultation 
 
Council conducted a targeted eight-week consultation period from May 2024 until 
June 2024, using e-mail and phone calls to provide the sporting user groups (Table 
1) associated with each park. 
 
Christie Park 
 

• North West Sydney Football Association  
• Gladesville Ravens Soccer Club 
• Gladesville Ryde Magic Soccer Club 

North Ryde Park 
 

• North Ryde Soccer Cub 
• Inner West Harbour Cricket Association 
• Northern Districts Cricket Association  

Monash Park 
 

• Inner West Harbour Cricket Association 
• Gladesville Raven Soccer Club 
• Northern HFC 

Meadowbank Park (on the 
Western side of Field 13) 
 

• West Ryde Rovers Football Club 
• North West Sydney Hockey Association 

ELS Field 3 
 

• No consultation occurred as an existing water 
station on site as per diagram 1. 

Table 1. Outlines the user groups contacted. 
 
The User groups expressed strong support for the installation of water stations, 
emphasising the need for convenient access near sporting fields and playgrounds. 
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Audit of existing sportsgrounds 
 
Council conducted an audit of its existing sportsgrounds with relation to water 
stations and the findings are summarised below:   
 
Sportsgrounds with existing water stations 
 
Sportsground Current Provision Number of water 

stations 
Bill Mitchell Yes 1 
Brush Farm Oval Yes 1 
Dunbar Park Yes 1 
Eastwood Oval Yes 2 
ELS Hall Park Yes 1 
Fontenoy Park Yes 1 
Gannan Park Yes 1 
Meadowbank Park Yes 4 
Morrison Bay Park Yes 2 
Peel Park Yes 1 
Pidding Park Yes 1 
Ryde Park Yes 2 
Santa Rosa Park Yes 2 
Tuckwell Park Yes 1 
Waterloo Park Yes 1 

Table 2. Sports Grounds with existing water stations. 
 
Sportsgrounds without water stations 
 
Sportsground Current 

provision 
Action recommended 

Bremner Park (see Figure 5) No New installation 
Christie Park (see Figure 1) No To be reinstated 
Cleves Park No Not recommended as not 

used for seasonal sport 
Darvall Park (see Figure 6) No New installation 
Magdala Park (see Figure 7) No New installation 
Marsfield Park (see Figure 8) No New installation 
Meadowbank Park #13 (see 
Figure 4) 

No New installation 

Monash Park (see Figure 3) No New installation 
North Ryde Park (see Figure 2) No New installation 
Pioneer Park (see Figure 9) No New installation 
Smalls Road No Not recommended as a 

Schools Infrastructure site. 
Westminster Park (see Figure 10) No New installation 

Table 3.  Sportsgrounds without water stations 
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Proposed Locations and Benefits 
 
For ease all the proposed locations are identified by the blue on the maps provided 
for each location assessed as part of this report. 
 
A summary of the benefits of these options include: 
 
• Allowing greater access by all users including spectators, sportsground users and 

pedestrians. 
• Improved access to the proximity of water stations to walking and / or cycling 

paths. 
• Closer to amenities and the existing water supply for connection 
• Improved sight lines for children and parents accessing the sportsground, 

playgrounds and facilities 
 
Christie Park 
 
The Christie Park user groups identified a preference for one (1) location near the 
concourse between field 1 & 2 (see Figure 1) with no preference for standing or wall 
mounted on the building. The investigation did not identify a suitable location a 
second water bubbler along the concourse. However, it did realise that a wall 
mounted option will provide the best outcome for the usergroups.   
 

 
Figure 1 – Aerial image of Christie Park and the proposed location in blue. 
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North Ryde Park 
 
The North Ryde Park user groups identified one (1) location near the amenities and 
oval exit (see Figure 2) 
 

 
Figure 2 – Aerial image of North Ryde Park and the proposed location in blue. 
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Monash Park 
 
The Monash Park user groups identified one (1) location between the playground and 
the sportsground (see Figure 3). 
 

 
Figure 3 – Aerial image of Monash Park and the proposed location in blue 
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Meadowbank Park Field 13 
 
The Meadowbank Park Field 13 user groups identified the opportunity to replace an 
existing water bubbler with a filtered water station (1) location towards the amenities 
and next to the fenced dog park area (see Figure 4) 
 

 
Figure 4 - Aerial image of Meadowbank Park Field 13 and the proposed location 
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Bremner Park  
 
A proposed water station at Bremner Park has been identified towards the existing 
amenities (see Figure 5) 
 

 
Figure 5 – Bremner Park and proposed location 
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Darvall Park 
 
A proposed water station at Darvall Park has been identified towards the existing 
amenities and car park (see Figure 6) 
 

 
Figure 6 – Darvall Park and proposed location 
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Magdala Park 
 
A proposed water station at Magdala Park has been identified towards the existing 
amenities and car park (see Figure 7) 
 

 
Figure 7 – Magdala Park and proposed location 
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Marsfield Park 
 
A proposed water station at Marsfield Park has been identified towards the existing 
amenities (see Figure 8) 
 
 

 
Figure 8 – Marsfield Park and proposed location 
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Pioneer Park 
 
A proposed water station at Pioneer Park has been identified towards the existing 
amenities and close to the pedestrian pathway (see Figure 9) 
 

 
Figure 9 – Pioneer Park and proposed location 
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Westminster Park 
 
A proposed water station at Westminster Park has been identified towards the 
existing amenities (see Figure 10) 
 

 
Figure 10 – Westminster Park and proposed location 
 

Financial implications 
 
The finalisation of cost estimates and installation timeframes was affected by delays in 
receiving quotations from suppliers and contractors, which subsequently impacted the 
timely completion of this report. 
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The proposed freestanding water station model is the Aquafil FlexiFountain 1500BF, 
which has been used in in numerous parks across City of Ryde. To ensure 
consistency in maintenance operations, this model is recommended for any future 
installations.  
 

  
 Aquafil FlexiFountain 1500BF  

 
 

The proposed option for a wall mounted water station is the Elkay EZH2O Vandal-
Resistant Bottle Filling Station with Drinking Fountain. 

 
Elkay EZH2O Vandal-Resistant Bottle Filling Station with Drinking Fountain 

  
A cost estimate for the installation of the water station was provided by a suitably 
qualified contractor, with an estimated timeframe of 7 working days for installation.  
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The below table outlines the projected expense for the installation of additional new 
water stations is summarised in the table below: 
 
Delivery 
Year 

Location Supply and 
install of water 

station 
 

Contingency 
(15%) 

Total 

2025 / 2026 Christie Park  
(wall mounted) 

$15,000 $2,250 $17,250 
 

2026 / 2027 Marsfield Park 
 

$14,500 $2,175 $16,675 

2026 / 2027 Magdala Park 
 

$15,000 $2,250 $17,250 

2026 / 2027 North Ryde Park 
 

$15,000 $2,250 $16,500 

2027 / 2028 Bremner Park $14,500 $2,175 $16,675 
 

2027 / 2028 Meadowbank 
Park  

$13,000 $1,950 $14,950 
 

2027 / 2028 Pioneer Park 
 

$15,000 $2,250 $16,500 

2028 / 2029 Westminster 
Park 

$14,500 $2,175 $16,675 
 

2028 / 2029 Monash Park 
 

$14,500 $2,175 $16,675 

2028 / 2029 Darvall Park 
 

$14,500 $2,175 $16,675 

 Total 
 

$145,500 $21,825 $165,825 

Table 4. Proposed costing for the installation of water bubblers at nominated parks based on 
the investigation. 

The reinstatement of a filtered water station at Christie Park is estimated at $17,250. 
This cost could be funded under the 2025/26 Sportsfield Maintenance Budget, subject 
to the adoption of the 2025/26 Operational Plan by Council. 

There is no budget allocated for the installation of the new water stations at the other 
nine (9) locations listed in Table 4 within the 2025/26 financial year.  

The estimated cost for these installations is approximately $148,575. It is proposed 
that consideration be given to the staged delivery of these water stations, as a new 
capital project for inclusion in the 2026-2027 iteration of the Four-Year Delivery Plan. 
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18 FIXED SPACE CAR SHARE PROGRAM 2025-2026  

Report prepared by: Executive Officer - City Resilience 
       File No.: GRP/25/9 - BP25/284  
 
REPORT SUMMARY 
 
In May 2018, Council adopted the current Fixed Car Share Guidelines and Policy as 
a position to enable and promote car sharing availability across the city. Since the 
public sharing program commencement, Council now has three car share providers, 
operating 38 publicly accessible car share spaces to residents and visitors of the 
City. 
 
With the cost of living pressure impacting households, transport is one area where 
mode sharing alternatives and car ownership consideration is rising. Car share 
operator survey data is showing increasing interest people opting not to purchase a 
second car and join share programs.  
 
Congestion in our city was and continues to be of key concern to our residents as 
identified in Council’s Community Strategic Plan 2028. Car sharing programs assist 
in reducing the need for private ownership of cars by up to 9 vehicles per 1 car share 
location improving local traffic and air quality (GoGet 2022).  
 
Annual review of the Council program for 2024 has seen a total of 74,011 hours of 
car share hire across the 38 publicly accessible, Council program spaces.  
 
In 2024, Council approached Car Share operators for the 2025/2026 round of the 
program inviting applications for spaces across the city with six (6) locations being 
internally supported and compliant for consideration for approval by Council.  
 
RECOMMENDATION: 
 
(a) That Council acknowledges the 2025-2026 Car Share Expression of Interest 

program process and community consultation undertaken to date in alignment 
with Council’s Fixed Car Share Policy. 

 
(b) That Council endorse the below 6 (six) nominated spaces: 
 

• Location 1 – Windsor Drive, Corner of Herring Road, Macquarie Park  
• Location 2 – 1 Ball Avenue, Eastwood 
• Location 3 – Opposite 10 East Parade, Eastwood 
• Location 4 – 14-16 Lakeside Road, Eastwood 
• Location 5 – 3 Cambridge Street, Gladesville 
• Location 6 – John Wilson Car Park, Pittwater Road, Gladesville 

 
ATTACHMENTS 
1  March 2025 - Final Methodology Report - Fixed Car Share Spaces 2025  
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Report Prepared By: 
 
Kylie McMahon 
Executive Officer - City Resilience  
 
Report Approved By: 
 
Michael Galderisi 
Deputy Chief Executive Officer  
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Background  
 
In late 2024, the City of Ryde invited applications from eligible car share operators to 
establish and operate fixed car share spaces within the Council area. Submissions 
closed on 29 September 2024 with Council receiving submissions from three (3) car 
share operators GoGet, PopCar and Hertz for areas in North Ryde, Macquarie Park, 
Eastwood, West Ryde and Gladesville Areas. These locations were assessed 
against Council’s current Fixed Space Car Share Guidelines (2020) for compliance 
with roads and safety legislation and considering any future Council public domain 
plans for suitability.  
 
The program assessment criteria for the Operators include demonstration of local 
membership, meeting criteria for environmental performance, customer service, 
provision of utilisation reports, demonstration of financial soundness and insurance. 
Upon installation operators must demonstrate active utilisation and meet set targets 
as per the Council Guideline or they may be removed.  
 
As a result of the multi-staged, assessment and consultation process, a total of six 
car share spaces were deemed supported as possible car share locations. A public 
consultation process was also undertaken for a period of six weeks to contribute to 
this process.  
 
If approved, the Operators pay a set-up (and removal) fee which includes line 
marking and signage then an ongoing annual fee for use. This is outlined in Council’s 
Fees and Charges schedule and the program spaces reviewed annually.  
 
Discussion 
 
Car sharing schemes provide councils an opportunity for positively influencing 
community-based greenhouse gas emission reductions from transport. Transport 
represents the second largest source of emissions by community in Ryde LGA 
(FIGURE 1). As councils cannot directly influence vehicle choices of residents to 
actively reduce emissions, initiatives such as the Car Share space program provides 
the opportunity to reduce emissions in this space and additional access for those 
living in high density communities to access these sharable vehicles reducing single 
use private ownership.  
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Figure 1: Total community emissions in Ryde (2022/ 2023), Kinesis Sydney Metro Carbon Platform 
 
Car Share also provides opportunity for a reduction in localised parking demand 
which aligns with Council’s Community Strategic plan - “A City of Connections”, “A 
City of Liveable Neighbourhoods” and “Our community has the option to safely and 
conveniently drive, park, cycle or walk around their city.” 
 
The objectives and benefits derived from car sharing models include:  
 
• Using on-street parking spaces more efficiently: by reducing the parking 

demand created by underused private vehicles, freeing up spaces for other 
users or where parking is constrained; 
 

• Reducing traffic congestion, vehicles trips and greenhouse has emissions: by 
reducing vehicle kilometres travelled, and shifting travel to more fuel-efficient 
vehicles;  

 

• Reducing the growth in private car ownership: by using car share vehicles, car 
share users defer or reduce their private car ownership; 

 

• Increasing social inclusion: by enabling access to a variety of vehicles to 
households who could not otherwise afford them; 

 
• Increasing health: as people opt to walk and cycle more.  

 
Car share vehicles serve multiple members and accordingly to the GoGet 2024 City 
of Ryde Annual Survey with over 2838 residents being a member of the car share 
program. Of the GoGet member base, over 70% of these respondents do not own a 
car at all, which before joining GoGet only 50% of respondent had 0 cars.  
  

837,169311,698

249,372

62,429

Emissions in Tonnes CO2 

Electricity Transport Waste Gas
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As the City of Ryde grows in the high-density living more and more residents are 
using Car Share vehicles with over 75% of respondents living in apartments, this in 
turn reducing the need for parking spaces that would otherwise be needed if 
everyone owned and parked their vehicles on the road. 
 
In 2024, Council approached Car Share operators for the 2025/2026 round of the 
program inviting applications for spaces across the city with six (6) final locations 
being internally supported and compliant for Council consideration and adoption.  
 
An initial 21 applications were received and reviewed, after site by site assessment 
and consultation across Council for review, it was determined that eleven (11) spaces 
were suitable to proceed to community consultation with a final six (6) spaces 
approved for installation having met all necessary safety and legislative requirements 
and considerate of consultation feedback. 
 
Consultation  
 
Council sought community feedback for an initial 11 fixed car share spaces for all 
locations. The Council ‘Have your Say’ period occurred from 3 February to 16 March 
2025 with community providing feedback via an online survey, email or post. The 
consultation was promoted through the City of Ryde’s Have Your Say website, 2380 
direct mailout flyers to adjoining or nearby residents and businesses, City of Ryde’s 
e-newsletters (including Your City News and Smarter, Cleaner, Greener), social 
media, listings in the local newspaper and signage at each proposed location.  
 
Some of the feedback provided by respondents through the consultation process 
included:  
 
• Concerns over fixed car share spaces impacting on the already limited on-street 

parking;  
 

• Car Share spaces are needed to improve access;  
 

• Car share spaces should be installed in public car parks and shopping centres.  
 
The data collected from car share operators such as GoGet supports the increase in 
members joining the program which assists in reducing individual car ownership and 
in turn, freeing up on street parking spaces not increasing this issue in the city. 
Support by community for these models continues to grow showing that people either 
through individual budgetary constraints or parking, are choosing these over owning 
their own cars.  
 
In addressing the third point raised regarding Council carparks, the co-location of 
these vehicles is designed to be placed close to home or transportation nodes. This 
placement ensures that when community wish to use these, they are within safe, 
walkable distance which is why these locations are prioritised. Operators apply to 
Council specifically nominating which locations they seek to apply for. In doing this, 
they need to justify that they meet the Council adopted Car Share Policy criteria and 
Guidelines.  
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The Community Engagement (Methodology) report (ATTACHMENT 1) provides 
further details on how community were consulted. It is important to note that 
respondents were able to select multiple locations to provide feedback on, and it was 
optional to provide specific comments. The engagement report also includes 
additional locations applied for by the Operators which were, through individual 
assessment, ruled out due to lack of compliance with the Roads and Safety 
legislation compliance or due to future public works at the locations.  
 
A summary of the feedback from the Community consultation period is provided 
below on the supported locations as supported or not supported. These are 
cumulative totals from all sources of engagement as noted above.  
 
Space Location  Support 

for  
No. of  
Responses 

Support 
against 

No. of 
Responses 

Unsure 

1 Windsor 
Drive 
(Corner of 
Herring 
Road), 
Macquarie 
Park 

50%  6 50% 6  

2 1 Ball 
Avenue, 
Eastwood 

75% 12 25% 4  

3 (Opposite) 
10 East 
Parade, 
Eastwood 

69% 9 31% 4  

4 14-16 
Lakeside 
Road, 
Eastwood 

54% 7 31% 4 15% / 2 
Responses 

5 John 
Wilson Car 
Park, 
Gladesville 

75% 12 25%  4  

6 3 
Cambridge 
Street, 
Gladesville 

56% 10 44% 8  

 
*Consultation responses for locations not supported by Council or meeting road 
safety legislation have not been included. 
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Assessment  
 
The 11 locations initially proposed for the current program were assessed by 
Council’s City Resilience, Traffic and Transport teams against Council’s current Fixed 
Space Car Share Guidelines (2020) for compliance with roads and safety legislation 
and individual site suitability such as consideration of known future works at the 
proposed locations. The program assessment criteria for the Operators include 
demonstration of local membership, meeting criteria for environmental performance, 
customer service, provision of utilization reports, demonstration financial soundness 
and insurance. From this assessment Council proceeded to approve six of these 
based on legislative compliance and community consultation consideration.  
 
The following location plans refer to 6 (Six) fixed car share spaces that are 
recommended for approval. Further details on the assessed applications and 
determinations following community feedback, along with outcomes, is provided 
below and in the report.  
 
• Location 1 – Windsor Drive, Corner of Herring Road, Maquarie Park  
• Location 2 – 1 Ball Avenue, Eastwood 
• Location 3 – Opposite 10 East Parade, Eastwood  
• Location 4 – 14-16 Lakeside Road, Eastwood  
• Location 5 – 3 Cambridge Street, Gladesville 
• Location 6 – John Wilson Car Park, Pittwater Rd, Gladesville 
 
Proposed and supported locations 
 
Location 1: Macquarie Park: Windsor Drive at the corner of Herring Road 
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Location 2 Eastwood: 1 Ball Avenue  

 
 
Location 3 Eastwood: Opposite 10 East Parade  
 
 
 
 
Location 4: Eastwood: 14-16 Lakeside Rd  
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Location 4: Eastwood: 14-16 Lakeside Road 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Location 5: Gladesville: 3 Cambridge Street  
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Location 6: Gladesville: John Wilson Car Park, Pittwater Road 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Council supports the approval of the 6 (Six) locations under this round of application 
as nominated in the report. This recommendation has been assessed as consistent 
with Council’s Fixed Space Car Share Guidelines and legislation to meet the need for 
providing an additional means of public transportation service at these locations for 
current and future community.  
 
Whilst Council recognises that some locations are deemed unfavourable by some 
residents who have raised concerns with loss of one car share space on the street or 
preferring location to be elsewhere. The recommended locations have demonstrated 
to Council that they met the needs for approval against the program objective and 
must consider the broader community use. This criteria has been met by the 
Operator within the application for the space and assessed by Council officers to 
consider all of community use and access.  
 
Determination of these fixed car share spaces also considers population growth and 
potential future users who may have access to use this alternative transport mode by 
enabling provision of it in these areas. This is consistent with Council’s adopted 
position to provide these services across the city to increase use of these modes as 
an additional mode of transportation service in these areas.  
 
Financial Implications 
 
Adoption of the recommendation will have no financial impact to Council. Council’s 
Fixed Car Share Policy and Guideline inform the Application for Fixed Car Share 
Spaces terms and conditions which include applicable fees. This includes initial set 
up fee, ongoing annual occupation and removal fees as outlined in Council’s Fees 
and Charges plan which is reviewed annually.  
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19 BUENA VISTA AVENUE - WASTE COLLECTION CONCERNS AND 
ENGAGEMENT  

Report prepared by: Team Leader Waste 
       File No.: BIS/20/191/7 - BP25/379  
 
REPORT SUMMARY 
 
On 30 April 2025, Council Resolved to install No Parking and No Stopping signage to 
ensure safe and efficient waste collection at Buena Vista Avenue, Denistone. The 
Resolution included nine (9) parts and detailed further action to be taken and 
reported back to Council.  
 
Following the Council meeting, Council staff have worked towards meeting the 
actions set out in the Resolution.  
 
In response to Resolution part (B), the Mayor, Councillors, and residents of Buena 
Vista Avenue Denistone were invited to a Community Session on Tuesday 6 May 
2025 to discuss waste collection concerns. The meeting minutes have been included 
as ATTACHMENT 1.  
 
As of 13 May 2025, appropriate signage has been installed in accordance with the 
Resolution (parts G, H, I). On 14 May 2025, regular waste collection services 
occurred at Buena Vista Avenue, Denistone without issue.  
 
RECOMMENDATION: 
 
That Council notes the contents of this report and its attachments. 

 
ATTACHMENTS 
1  Buena Vista Avenue Community Session Minutes - 6 May 2025  
2  Urgent CEO Correspondence - Buena Vista Avenue - 7 May 2025  

  
Report Prepared By: 
 
Adam Hamawi 
Team Leader Waste  
 
Report Approved By: 
 
Denise Torres 
Senior Coordinator - Resource Recovery 
 
Ian Garland 
Manager - Circular Economy 
 
Michael Galderisi 
Deputy Chief Executive Officer   
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Discussion 
 
Action Taken   
 
Following the Council meeting (30 April 2025), various actions have taken place to 
ensure safe and efficient waste collection. This is summarised in Table 1 below.  
 
Table 1: Action undertaken between 30 April and 14 May 2025 regarding Buena Vista Ave 

Date  Action  
3 May 2025  Letters hand distributed to residents inviting them to participate in a 

Community Session.  
 
Councillors also invited.  

6 May 2025  Community Session held at Council Chambers meeting room.   
 
The Mayor and Councillors were invited to attend. 

7 May 2025  Unsuccessful waste collection due to parked cars  
7 May 2025 Letter from the CEO emailed to all residents that have provided 

their email to Council. Councillors were also included in the 
correspondence that advised residents of the following: 
 

• Waste collection issues  
• Update on Council resolution  
• Summary of points raised in Community Session  

 
Please see ATTACHMENT 2. 

8 May 2025 Waste collected.  
8 May 2025 Installation of signage commenced.  
13 May 2025 Signage installation completed.  
14 May 2025  Waste successfully collected in a safe and efficient manner with 

residents complying with installed signage. 
19 May 2025 Pruning works completed.  

 
Council Resolution and Response  
 
On 30 April 2025, Council unanimously resolved that Council undertake actions 
detailed in the Table 2. A short summary of actions taken in relation to each 
Resolution is provided. 
 
Table 2: Updates in relation to Council Resolution for Buena Vista Ave 

Council Resolution Council’s Response 
a) That Council acknowledge and 

validate the concerns of these 
residents by providing a detailed 
report on the number of residents and 

Council acknowledges the 
concerns raised by residents of 
Buena Vista Avenue Denistone. 
These concerns are reflected in the 
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Council Resolution Council’s Response 
properties that were in attendance at 
all the Council and residents 
meetings.  

minutes as per ATTACHMENT 1 
following a further Community 
Session in relation to this matter on 
Tuesday 6 May 2025.  
 

b) That Council request staff to promptly 
arrange a follow-up meeting with the 
affected residents within one week of 
this Council meeting, with Councillors 
invited to attend, to ensure open 
dialogue and collaboration.  

All properties along Buena Vista 
Avenue were hand delivered a 
letter with session information on 3 
May 2025.  
 
Staff conducted a Community 
Session on Tuesday 6 May 2025. 
Minutes relating to the meeting 
have been provided as 
ATTACHMENT 1. 

c) That Council request that Council 
undertake necessary pruning and 
maintenance of overgrown trees along 
Buena Vista Avenue to improve 
accessibility and facilitate safer waste 
collection vehicle movement along the 
entire street.  

Pruning has been undertaken on 
Monday 19 May 2025 to assist in 
waste collection.  

d) That Council request that the 
outcomes of the residents meeting – 
including any agreements, proposed 
solutions, or outstanding concerns – 
be formally reported back to the next 
Council meeting to ensure full 
transparency and accountability.  

This report has been prepared in 
response and as summary of 
action taken in accordance with the 
Council Resolution.  

e) That Council approve the undertaking 
of further minor works to create and 
amalgamate dedicated bin 
presentation areas (‘bin bays’) along 
Buena Vista Avenue to enable safer 
and more efficient waste collection, 
funded by the Domestic Waste 
Management Reserve.  

Council staff are working towards 
erecting and amalgamating bins. 
The bin amalgamation with be an 
interim solution and will be in 
consideration of the future road 
widening.  
 
Currently, bins will continue to be 
collected if placed along the 
vegetated median in spaces that 
aren’t directly opposite permitted 
parking, pending no obstructions 
which may impact collection safety.  

f) That Council request staff to report 
back to Council with a design QS and 
funding pathway for the recommended 
road widening works proposed for 
Buena Vista Avenue within 3 months, 

Council staff are actively 
undertaking works and 
investigations regarding pathways 
with findings proposed to be tabled 
on 22 July 2025.  
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Council Resolution Council’s Response 
with the proposal of removal of 
signage once works are complete. 

 

g) That Council approve the installation 
“NO STOPPING” zone on both sides 
of Buena Vista Avenue at the property 
frontages of 14 and 19-23 as per 
endorsement from Ryde Traffic 
Committee (27 June 2024, Item H) 
(entrance/exit to loop road), funded 
under the 2024/25 Traffic 
Infrastructure budget.  

Signs were installed on 13 May 
2025 in accordance with the 
Council Resolution and Ryde 
Traffic Committee endorsement.  

h) That Council approve the installation 
of “NO STOPPING” zone on both 
sides of Buena Vista Avenue at the 
property frontages 47-51 (hairpin 
bend) as per endorsement from Ryde 
Traffic Committee (27 June 2024, Item 
H), funded under the 2024/25 Traffic 
Infrastructure budget.  

Signs were installed on 13 May 
2025 in accordance with the 
Council Resolution and Ryde 
Traffic Committee endorsement. 

i) That Council approve the installation 
of “NO PARKING 5AM-11AM 
WEDNESDAY, WASTE VEHICLES 
EXCEPTED” zone be installed on both 
sides of Buena Vista Avenue (loop 
road) except along the frontages of 
property nos. 14, 18, 26 – 28, 29, 35, 
39 and 43 Buena Vista Avenue, 
Denistone as per endorsement from 
Ryde Traffic Committee (27 June 
2024, Item H). These works are to be 
funded under the 2024/25 Traffic 
Infrastructure budget.  

Signs were installed on 13 May 
2025 in accordance with the 
Council Resolution and Ryde 
Traffic Committee endorsement. 

 
Community Session  
 
On Tuesday 6 May 2025, the Mayor, Councillors, and residents of Buena Vista 
Avenue Denistone were invited to a Community Session to discuss waste collection 
concerns.  
 
The session was held between 7 PM to 8 PM at Council Chambers Meeting Room (1 
Pope Street, Ryde). The meeting was limited to one (1) attendee per property and 
was attended by twelve (12) residents and seven (7) Councillors.   
 
Minutes with resident details redacted has been provided as per ATTACHMENT 1.  
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A summation of the minutes is reflected in Table 3 below.  
 
Table 3: Summation of general concerns from Community Session for Buena Vista Ave 

Community Session 
Concerns 

Council Response  

Directional road painting  Directional road markings were made on 13 May 2025.  
Clarification on parking 
restrictions  

The installed No Parking and No Stopping signage is 
as per the Council Resolution (30 April 2025) and Ryde 
Traffic Committee endorsement (27 June 2024). 
 
No Parking signage during waste collection hours 5AM 
– 11AM is standard waste collection hours and in 
accordance with existing signage used across Ryde. 
 

Bin bay locations  Council is undertaking further minor works to install bin 
bays to formalise bin amalgamation. Current 
investigations must determine which style of bin bay is 
most appropriate considering the existing landscape 
and vegetation.  
 
However, until bin bays are erected, bins may be 
placed in No Parking zones along the vegetated 
median for collection. Bins must not be placed directly 
opposite permitted parking zones.  
 

Re-instating No Stopping 
signage along the inner 
loop/vegetated median  

Signage has been installed in accordance with the 
Council Resolution (30 April 2025) and Ryde Traffic 
Committee endorsement (27 June 2024). 
 

Road widening  Council staff are actively undertaking works and 
investigations regarding pathways with findings 
proposed to be tabled on 22 July 2025. 
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ITEM 19 (continued) 

Agenda of the Council Meeting No. 5/25, dated Tuesday 27 May 2025. 
 

 
Engagement Undertaken  
 
Prior to the Council meeting 30 April 2025 and Community Session held on 6 May 
2025, residents were engaged under two (2) stages of Have Your Say.   
 
During both stages, the following engagement occurred: 
 

• Two hundred and six (206) letters delivered  
 

• Eighteen (18) attendees were present at an onsite demonstration and 
consultation session.  
o 13 households were represented  

 
• Thirty (32) community feedback submissions.  

 
Frequently asked questions that were developed during the consultation process for 
Buena Vista Ave, can continue to be viewed on the Have Your Say webpage at 
www.ryde.nsw.gov.au/HYS/BuenaVista. 
  

http://www.ryde.nsw.gov.au/HYS/BuenaVista
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Agenda of the Council Meeting No. 5/25, dated Tuesday 27 May 2025. 
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ITEM 19 (continued) ATTACHMENT 1 

Agenda of the Council Meeting No. 5/25, dated Tuesday 27 May 2025. 
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ITEM 19 (continued) ATTACHMENT 2 

Agenda of the Council Meeting No. 5/25, dated Tuesday 27 May 2025. 
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ITEM 19 (continued) ATTACHMENT 2 

Agenda of the Council Meeting No. 5/25, dated Tuesday 27 May 2025. 
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Agenda of the Council Meeting No. 5/25, dated Tuesday 27 May 2025. 
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Agenda of the Council Meeting No. 5/25, dated Tuesday 27 May 2025. 
 

 



 
 
 
 Council Reports  Page 289 

 

Agenda of the Council Meeting No. 5/25, dated Tuesday 27 May 2025. 
 

20 TRAFFIC AND PARKING MATTERS APPROVED BY THE RYDE TRAFFIC 
COMMITTEE MEETING - APRIL 2025  

Report prepared by: Senior Coordinator - Traffic Operations 
       File No.: GRP/25/9 - BP25/246  
 
REPORT SUMMARY 
 
This report provides recommendations on traffic, transport and/or parking 
improvements deliberated by the Ryde Local Traffic Committee at its meeting on  
3 April 2025. The meeting took place at Council’s office in North Ryde. Attendees also 
had the option to join the meeting via MS Teams. The voting members of the Ryde 
Local Traffic Committee are listed below:   
 

 
 
The agendas for the April 2025 Ryde Local Traffic Committee (RTC) meeting consisted 
of Seven (7) traffic and parking proposals. Each proposal has been comprehensively 
assessed, with the findings (e.g. rationale, consultation/ notification, etc.) documented 
in a report, which forms the meeting agenda. Please refer to ATTACHMENT 1 for the 
meeting agenda. There was unanimous support for all items by the voting members of 
the Committee.  
 
The draft minutes for the April 2025 RTC meeting can be found in ATTACHMENT 2.  
 
No pecuniary or non-pecuniary interests were declared.  
 
(A) MONASH ROAD, GLADESVILLE - PEDESTRIAN REFUGE  
The Ryde Traffic Committee recommends that: 
 

a) A pedestrian refuge be installed on Monash Road, to the south of College 
Street at the intersection of College Street/ Eltham Street and Monash Road, 
Gladesville. 

b) Vehicles over 6m be banned from turning left onto Monash Road from 
Eltham Street, Gladesville. 
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ITEM 20 (continued) 

Agenda of the Council Meeting No. 5/25, dated Tuesday 27 May 2025. 
 

 
(B)   PARKES STREET, WEST RYDE - INSTALLATION OF NO PARKING ZONE 
 
The Ryde Traffic Committee recommends that: 
 

a) The existing 5.4m long NO STOPPING zone be replaced with a NO 
PARKING STRYDER VEHICLES EXCEPTED zone outside property no. 
99 Parkes Street, West Ryde. 

 
(C) RYEDALE ROAD, WEST RYDE - PARKING CHANGES 
 
The Ryde Traffic Committee recommends that: 
 

a) The existing 1/2P 8:30AM-6PM MON-FRI 8:30AM-12:30PM SAT parking 
restriction be changed to 1/2P (at all times) at the frontage of businesses 
located on the eastern side of Ryedale Road, between Wattle Street and 
Victoria Road, West Ryde. 

b) The parking bay lines be marked at the parking spaces on the eastern side 
of Ryedale Road, opposite to the West Ryde train station. 

 
(D) WOLGER ROAD, RYDE - EXTENSION OF NO STOPPING 
 
The Ryde Traffic Committee recommends that: 
 

a) The existing NO STOPPING zone on the western side be extended at the 
property frontages of 30 to 38 Wolger Road, Ryde. 

b) The existing NO STOPPING zone be extended on the eastern side of 
Wolger Road at the property frontages of 47 to 49A Wolger Road and side 
frontage of 9 Aeolus Avenue, Ryde. 
 

(E) TERRY ROAD AND BRUSH ROAD, EASTWOOD - LOADING ZONE AND 
TIMED PARKING 
 
The Ryde Traffic Committee recommends that: 
 

a) A 12.5m long LOADING ZONE 6AM-6PM MON-FRI be installed on Terry 
Road at the frontage of property no. 64 Terry Road. 

b) The existing BUS ZONE on Terry Road opposite Milton Avenue be 
extended to 30m (20m approach and 10m departure). 

c) A 26m long 1/2P Parking 8AM-6PM ALL DAYS be installed on Brush Road 
along the frontage of property no. 64 Terry Road.  
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ITEM 20 (continued) 

Agenda of the Council Meeting No. 5/25, dated Tuesday 27 May 2025. 
 

 
(F) CONVERSION OF ANGAS STREET BRIDGE TO A WALKING AND CYCLING  
BRIDGE, WEST RYDE 
 
The Ryde Traffic Committee recommends that: 
 

a) Repurpose Angas Street bridge in Meadowbank, to accommodate pedestrian 
and cyclist traffic only (i.e. vehicular traffic will not be permitted to travel across 
the bridge). 

b) Provide a turnaround facility at the northern and southern ends of Angas Street 
bridge to enable vehicles to turnaround. These areas will be signposted “NO 
STOPPING” to assist with the safety of vehicular manoeuvring. 
 

(G) ROAD SAFETY UPDATE - ROAD SAFETY PROGRAMS 
 

a) The Road Safety report outlining programs and community engagements 
including child car seat checking program, National Road Safety Week, 
promoting safety around heavy vehicles, Bus Safety Week, Kids Cycle Safety 
Program and School Zone Safety Program be received and noted. 
 

ATTACHMENTS 
1  Agenda - Ryde Traffic Committee Meeting - April 2025  
2  Draft Ryde Traffic Committee Minutes - April 2025  

  
Report Prepared By: 
 
Muddasir Ilyas 
Senior Coordinator - Traffic Operations  
 
Report Approved By: 
 
Yafeng Zhu 
Manager - Traffic Services 
 
Charles Mahfoud 
Executive Manager - City Infrastructure 
 
Wayne Rylands 
Chief Executive Officer  
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ITEM 20 (continued) ATTACHMENT 1 

Agenda of the Council Meeting No. 5/25, dated Tuesday 27 May 2025. 
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ITEM 20 (continued) ATTACHMENT 1 

Agenda of the Council Meeting No. 5/25, dated Tuesday 27 May 2025. 
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ITEM 20 (continued) ATTACHMENT 1 

Agenda of the Council Meeting No. 5/25, dated Tuesday 27 May 2025. 
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ITEM 20 (continued) ATTACHMENT 1 

Agenda of the Council Meeting No. 5/25, dated Tuesday 27 May 2025. 
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ITEM 20 (continued) ATTACHMENT 1 

Agenda of the Council Meeting No. 5/25, dated Tuesday 27 May 2025. 
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ITEM 20 (continued) ATTACHMENT 1 

Agenda of the Council Meeting No. 5/25, dated Tuesday 27 May 2025. 
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ITEM 20 (continued) ATTACHMENT 1 

Agenda of the Council Meeting No. 5/25, dated Tuesday 27 May 2025. 
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ITEM 20 (continued) ATTACHMENT 1 

Agenda of the Council Meeting No. 5/25, dated Tuesday 27 May 2025. 
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ITEM 20 (continued) ATTACHMENT 1 

Agenda of the Council Meeting No. 5/25, dated Tuesday 27 May 2025. 
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ITEM 20 (continued) ATTACHMENT 1 

Agenda of the Council Meeting No. 5/25, dated Tuesday 27 May 2025. 
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ITEM 20 (continued) ATTACHMENT 1 

Agenda of the Council Meeting No. 5/25, dated Tuesday 27 May 2025. 
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ITEM 20 (continued) ATTACHMENT 1 

Agenda of the Council Meeting No. 5/25, dated Tuesday 27 May 2025. 
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ITEM 20 (continued) ATTACHMENT 1 

Agenda of the Council Meeting No. 5/25, dated Tuesday 27 May 2025. 
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ITEM 20 (continued) ATTACHMENT 1 

Agenda of the Council Meeting No. 5/25, dated Tuesday 27 May 2025. 
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ITEM 20 (continued) ATTACHMENT 1 

Agenda of the Council Meeting No. 5/25, dated Tuesday 27 May 2025. 
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ITEM 20 (continued) ATTACHMENT 1 

Agenda of the Council Meeting No. 5/25, dated Tuesday 27 May 2025. 
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ITEM 20 (continued) ATTACHMENT 1 

Agenda of the Council Meeting No. 5/25, dated Tuesday 27 May 2025. 
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ITEM 20 (continued) ATTACHMENT 1 

Agenda of the Council Meeting No. 5/25, dated Tuesday 27 May 2025. 
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ITEM 20 (continued) ATTACHMENT 1 

Agenda of the Council Meeting No. 5/25, dated Tuesday 27 May 2025. 
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ITEM 20 (continued) ATTACHMENT 1 

Agenda of the Council Meeting No. 5/25, dated Tuesday 27 May 2025. 
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ITEM 20 (continued) ATTACHMENT 1 

Agenda of the Council Meeting No. 5/25, dated Tuesday 27 May 2025. 
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ITEM 20 (continued) ATTACHMENT 1 

Agenda of the Council Meeting No. 5/25, dated Tuesday 27 May 2025. 
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ITEM 20 (continued) ATTACHMENT 1 

Agenda of the Council Meeting No. 5/25, dated Tuesday 27 May 2025. 
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ITEM 20 (continued) ATTACHMENT 1 

Agenda of the Council Meeting No. 5/25, dated Tuesday 27 May 2025. 
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ITEM 20 (continued) ATTACHMENT 2 

Agenda of the Council Meeting No. 5/25, dated Tuesday 27 May 2025. 
 

  



  
 

Council Reports  Page 317 
 
ITEM 20 (continued) ATTACHMENT 2 

Agenda of the Council Meeting No. 5/25, dated Tuesday 27 May 2025. 
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ITEM 20 (continued) ATTACHMENT 2 

Agenda of the Council Meeting No. 5/25, dated Tuesday 27 May 2025. 
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ITEM 20 (continued) ATTACHMENT 2 

Agenda of the Council Meeting No. 5/25, dated Tuesday 27 May 2025. 
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Agenda of the Council Meeting No. 5/25, dated Tuesday 27 May 2025. 
 

INFORMATION REPORT 

21 REPORT FOR THE INFORMATION OF COUNCIL - INVESTMENT REPORT 
AS AT 30 APRIL 2025  

Report prepared by: Team Leader - Financial Reporting 
       File No.: GRP/25/8 - BP25/342  
 

 
REPORT SUMMARY 
 
This report details Council’s performance of its investment portfolio as at 30 April 
2025, and compares it against key benchmarks.  
 
Council’s rate of return on investments for the reporting period is 4.99%, which is 
0.61% above the benchmark figure of 4.38%. 
 
Income from interest on investments is budgeted at $13.4m and, as at 30 April 
2025, funds of $13.2m have been earned. 
  

 
ATTACHMENTS 
There are no attachments for this report. 
 
Report Prepared By: 
 
Barry Gibb 
Team Leader - Financial Reporting  
 
Report Approved By: 
 
Steven Harris 
Chief Financial Officer  
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ITEM 21 (continued) 

Agenda of the Council Meeting No. 5/25, dated Tuesday 27 May 2025. 
 

 
Background 
 
Council’s Responsible Accounting Officer is required to report monthly on Council’s 
Investment Portfolio as per the Local Government (General) Regulation 2021 Section 
212 and certify that the Investments are held in accordance with Council’s Investment 
Policy and Section 625 of the Local Government Act 1993.  
 
The preservation of capital is the principal objective of Council’s Cash Investment 
Policy. Investments are to be placed in a manner that safeguards the investment 
portfolio and risk tolerances are prescribed to ensure the best financial outcome for 
residents.  
 
Funds are to be invested at the most favorable interest rate available at the time, 
whist having due consideration of the following parameters to mitigate risk: 
 

• Liquidity: Investment terms should be sufficient to meet cash flow 
requirements of Council operations. 

• Legislative Compliance: Council is guided by both the Local Government Act 
1993, Local Government Regulations 2021 and to the most current Ministerial 
Investment Order that has been issued by the NSW Minister for Local 
Government. 

• Institutional Limitations: Council is not permitted to invest in Authorised 
Deposit taking Institutions (ADI) that is an Australian subsidiary of a foreign 
bank, all ADI’s Council invests with must comply to ratios monitored by 
Australian Prudential Regulation Authority (APRA). 

• Overall Portfolio Limits: To diversify risk of Council’s Investment Portfolio, 
maximum limits apply based on Standard & Poor (S&P) credit rating. Council 
is not permitted to invest in any ADI which is BBB- or less. 

• Term to Maturity: maximum limits apply to term deposit terms that are 
between 1 - 3 years and greater than 3 years. 

 
Standard & Poor (S&P) Rating Scale: 
 
AAA An obligor has extremely strong capacity to meet its financial commitments 
AA+ 

An obligor has very strong capacity to meet its financial commitments. It differs 
from the highest rated obligers only to a small degree AA 

AA- 
A+ An obligor has strong capacity to meet its financial commitments but is 

somewhat more susceptible to the adverse effects of changes in circumstances 
and economic conditions than obligors in higher rated categories 

A 
A- 
BBB+ An obligor has adequate capacity to meet its financial commitments. However, 

adverse economic conditions or changing circumstances are more likely to lead to 
a weakened capacity for the obligor to meet its financial commitments 

BBB 
BBB- 
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ITEM 21 (continued) 

Agenda of the Council Meeting No. 5/25, dated Tuesday 27 May 2025. 
 

 
Investment Performance Commentary 
 
Council’s performance against the benchmark for returns of its investment portfolio 
for April 2025 and the past 12 months are as follows: 

 
 

 
 
 
Council’s investment portfolio as at 30 April 2025 was as follows: 
 
Cash/Term Deposits $167.42m 50.39% 
Floating Rate Notes $116.45m 35.05% 
Fixed Bonds $48.39m 14.56% 
Total Investments $332.26m  

 
Council continues to utilise the Federal Government’s current guarantee ($250k) 
investing in Term Deposits with a range of Authorised Deposit Taking Institutions 
(ADI’s) on short to medium term investments (Generally 30 days to 365 days 
maturity) where more competitive rates are available. 
 
Council’s income from investments continues to exceed original budgeted 
expectations, primarily due to Council’s cash reserves balances being higher than 
anticipated and higher interest rates being offered reflective of recent economic 
conditions. 
 

3.0%

3.5%

4.0%

4.5%

5.0%

5.5%

May-24 Jun-24 Jul-24 Aug-24 Sep-24 Oct-24 Nov-24 Dec-24 Jan-25 Feb-25 Mar-25 Apr-25

Performance - All Investments

12 Mth W Avg 12 Mth Avg Benchmark

Monthly W Ave Incl Expired RBA Cash Rate

 April 12 Month FYTD 
Council Return 4.99 4.95 4.95 
Benchmark 4.38 4.46 4.46 
Variance 0.61 0.49 0.49 
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Agenda of the Council Meeting No. 5/25, dated Tuesday 27 May 2025. 
 

 

 
 
 

INVESTMENT SUMMARY AS AT 30 APRIL 2025

Issuer Investment Name
Investment 

Rating

Fossil 
Fuel 
Free

Invested at 
30-Apr-25

 $000's

Annualised 
Period 

Return (%)

12 Month 
Average 
Return

Return 
since 01 

July 2024
% of Total 
Invested Maturity Tenor

Australia and New Zealand 
Banking Group

1.  Suncorp Covered Bond
AAA N 3,987 3.57 3.57 3.58 1.20 24/08/2026 1593

Bank of Queensland 2.  Bank of Queensland Floating 
Rate Note AAA Y 1,200 5.37 5.52 5.52 0.36 14/05/2025 1826

Bank of Queensland 3.  BoQ FRN AAA Y 2,000 5.35 5.51 5.51 0.60 14/05/2025 1051
Bendigo and Adelaide Bank 4.  Bendigo FRN (Covered) AAA Y 4,000 5.25 5.40 5.39 1.20 11/11/2025 1096
Westpac Banking Corporation 5.  WBC Covered Bond AAA N 3,200 3.93 3.93 3.92 0.96 20/05/2025 1096
Australia and New Zealand 
Banking Group

6.  Suncorp-Metway Fixed Bond
AA- N 3,596 2.58 2.56 2.56 1.08 25/01/2027 1826

Australia and New Zealand 
Banking Group

7.  Suncorp Fixed Bond
AA- N 3,936 3.60 3.58 3.58 1.18 25/01/2027 1763

Australia and New Zealand 
Banking Group

8.  ANZ Fixed Bond
AA- N 2,000 4.09 4.09 4.09 0.60 12/05/2025 1096

Australia and New Zealand 
Banking Group

9.  Suncorp Fixed Bond
AA- N 1,439 5.49 5.47 5.46 0.43 25/01/2027 1683

Australia and New Zealand 
Banking Group

10.  Suncorp FRN
AA- N 2,584 5.58 5.72 5.71 0.78 25/02/2027 1711

Australia and New Zealand 
Banking Group

11.  Suncorp FRN
AA- N 2,200 5.47 5.74 5.74 0.66 14/12/2027 1826

Australia and New Zealand 
Banking Group

12.  ANZ FRN
AA- N 1,200 5.28 5.55 5.55 0.36 31/03/2028 1827

Australia and New Zealand 
Banking Group

13.  Suncorp FRN
AA- N 3,000 5.32 5.49 5.49 0.90 18/05/2026 1096

Australia and New Zealand 
Banking Group

14.  ANZ FRN
AA- N 2,800 5.15 5.40 5.40 0.84 11/09/2028 1827

Australia and New Zealand 
Banking Group

15.  Suncorp FRN
AA- N 2,000 5.20 5.46 5.47 0.60 19/03/2029 1826

Commonwealth Bank of 
Australia

16.  CBA Business Online Saver
AA- N 11,422 4.18 4.40 4.38 3.44

Commonwealth Bank of 
Australia

17.  CBA Fixed Bond
AA- N 3,000 4.29 4.29 4.29 0.90 18/08/2025 1096

Commonwealth Bank of 
Australia

18.  CBA Fixed Bond
AA- N 3,933 5.39 5.38 5.38 1.18 18/08/2027 1756

Commonwealth Bank of 
Australia

19.  CBA FRN
AA- N 2,400 5.44 5.64 5.65 0.72 13/01/2028 1826

Commonwealth Bank of 
Australia

20.  CBA
AA- N 2,500 5.22 5.39 5.39 0.75 17/08/2028 1827

Commonwealth Bank of 
Australia

21.  CBA FRN
AA- N 1,000 5.10 5.30 5.30 0.30 22/08/2029 1826

Commonwealth Bank of 
Australia

22.  CBA FRN
AA- N 2,000 5.08 5.23 5.23 0.60 9/01/2030 1826

National Australia Bank 23.  NAB Fixed Bond AA- N 3,497 2.98 2.98 2.98 1.05 25/02/2027 1826
National Australia Bank 24.  NAB Fixed Bond AA- N 2,924 4.81 4.81 4.81 0.88 27/03/2028 1124
National Australia Bank 25.  NAB FRN AA- N 3,000 5.31 5.46 5.45 0.90 12/05/2028 1827
National Australia Bank 26.  NAB FRN AA- N 3,200 5.31 5.48 5.47 0.96 16/11/2028 1827
National Australia Bank 27.  NAB FRN AA- N 2,800 5.11 5.39 5.39 0.84 22/03/2029 1826
National Australia Bank 28.  NAB Term Deposit AA- N 4,000 4.95 5.08 5.05 1.20 21/10/2025 364
National Australia Bank 29.  NAB Term Deposit AA- N 4,000 5.06 5.06 5.06 1.20 15/07/2025 342
National Australia Bank 30.  NAB Term Deposit AA- N 4,000 5.02 5.06 5.06 1.20 9/12/2025 364
National Australia Bank 31.  NAB Term Deposit AA- N 4,000 5.15 5.15 5.15 1.20 19/06/2025 365
National Australia Bank 32.  NAB Term Deposit AA- N 4,000 5.37 5.34 5.37 1.20 9/07/2025 363
National Australia Bank 33.  NAB Term Deposit AA- N 4,000 4.88 4.98 4.94 1.20 23/09/2025 371
National Australia Bank 34.  NAB Term Deposit AA- N 4,000 4.80 4.97 4.95 1.20 4/02/2026 365
National Australia Bank 35.  NAB Term Deposit AA- N 4,000 5.13 5.13 5.13 1.20 6/05/2025 272
National Australia Bank 36.  NAB Term Deposit AA- N 2,000 4.60 5.09 5.09 0.60 2/04/2026 365
Westpac Banking Corporation 37.  Westpac FRN AA- N 2,600 5.04 5.19 5.19 0.78 10/08/2026 1096
Westpac Banking Corporation 38.  WBC FRN AA- N 3,500 5.15 5.41 5.42 1.05 19/09/2028 1827
Westpac Banking Corporation 39.  Westpac FRN AA- N 3,400 5.06 5.33 5.33 1.02 19/09/2029 1826
Westpac Banking Corporation 40.  WBC FRN AA- N 3,000 5.16 5.24 5.24 0.90 21/01/2030 1826
Westpac Banking Corporation 41.  Westpac Term Deposit AA- N 4,000 5.03 5.23 5.19 1.20 11/11/2025 371
Westpac Banking Corporation 42.  Westpac Term Deposit AA- N 4,000 5.00 5.17 5.12 1.20 4/11/2025 371
Westpac Banking Corporation 43.  Westpac TD AA- N 4,000 4.95 5.14 5.12 1.20 17/12/2025 365
Westpac Banking Corporation 44.  Westpac Floating TD AA- N 4,000 5.01 5.27 5.27 1.20 11/09/2025 372
Westpac Banking Corporation 45.  Westpac Floating TD AA- N 4,000 4.96 5.22 5.22 1.20 9/09/2026 735
Westpac Banking Corporation 46.  Westpac Floating TD AA- N 4,000 4.98 5.23 5.23 1.20 9/09/2027 1100
Macquarie Bank 47.  Macquarie Bank FRN A+ N 3,200 5.06 5.32 5.32 0.96 14/09/2026 1096
Bank of Queensland 48.  BoQ Fixed Bond A- Y 3,798 2.18 2.15 2.15 1.14 27/10/2026 1826
Bank of Queensland 49.  BoQ Fixed Bond A- Y 1,954 4.06 4.06 4.05 0.59 6/05/2026 1496
Bank of Queensland 50.  BoQ Fixed Bond A- Y 770 5.30 5.27 5.27 0.23 27/10/2026 1498
Bank of Queensland 51.  BoQ Fixed Bond A- Y 491 5.26 5.23 5.23 0.15 27/10/2026 1495
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INVESTMENT SUMMARY AS AT 30 APRIL 2025

Issuer Investment Name
Investment 

Rating

Fossil 
Fuel 
Free

Invested at 
30-Apr-25

 $000's

Annualised 
Period 

Return (%)

12 Month 
Average 
Return

Return 
since 01 

July 2024
% of Total 
Invested Maturity Tenor

Bank of Queensland 52.  BoQ Fixed Bond A- Y 2,615 5.14 5.14 5.13 0.79 6/05/2026 1321
Bank of Queensland 53.  BoQ Fixed Bond A- Y 3,293 5.71 5.44 5.44 0.99 30/04/2029 1826
Bank of Queensland 54.  BoQ Fixed Bond A- Y 3,957 5.46 5.43 5.43 1.19 27/01/2027 937
Bank of Queensland 55.  BoQ FRN A- Y 3,517 5.68 5.61 5.61 1.06 30/04/2029 1712
Bank of Queensland 56.  Bank of Queensland Term 

Deposit A- Y 3,000 4.79 5.05 5.05 0.90 7/10/2025 175
Bank of Queensland 57.  Bank of Queensland Term 

Deposit A- Y 2,000 5.10 4.89 5.10 0.60 13/06/2025 365
Bank of Queensland 58.  Bank of Queensland Term 

Deposit A- Y 4,000 4.72 5.08 5.05 1.20 7/01/2026 288
Bank of Queensland 59.  Bank of Queensland Term 

Deposit A- Y 4,000 5.23 5.19 5.20 1.20 17/06/2025 182
Bank of Queensland 60.  Bank of Queensland Term 

Deposit A- Y 4,000 4.70 4.70 4.70 1.20 6/03/2026 364
Bendigo and Adelaide Bank 61.  Bendigo Bank FRN A- Y 3,500 5.54 5.70 5.70 1.05 15/05/2026 1096
Bendigo and Adelaide Bank 62.  Bendigo Bank FRN A- Y 1,200 5.28 5.40 5.40 0.36 24/10/2028 1461
Bendigo and Adelaide Bank 63.  Bendigo and Adelaide Bank 

Term Deposit A- Y 3,000 4.88 4.96 4.93 0.90 24/07/2025 268
Bendigo and Adelaide Bank 64.  Bendigo and Adelaide Bank 

Term Deposit A- Y 4,000 5.01 5.01 5.01 1.20 22/07/2025 180
AMP 65.  AMP FRN BBB+ Y 2,000 5.91 6.22 6.24 0.60 29/06/2026 1096
AMP 66.  AMP FRN BBB+ Y 2,700 5.50 5.77 5.77 0.81 13/09/2027 1095
AMP 67.  AMP Term Deposit BBB+ Y 1,000 5.05 5.10 5.07 0.30 4/08/2025 367
Australian Military Bank 68.  Australian Military Bank Term 

Deposit BBB+ Y 4,000 5.14 5.14 5.14 1.20 14/01/2026 540
Australian Unity Bank 69.  Australian Unity Bank Term 

Deposit BBB+ Y 4,000 4.98 5.11 5.01 1.20 29/10/2025 365
B&E (T/as Bank of Us) 70.  Bank of us Term Deposit BBB+ Y 4,000 4.87 4.94 4.92 1.20 15/10/2025 363
B&E (T/as Bank of Us) 71.  Bank of us Term Deposit BBB+ Y 4,000 5.32 5.29 5.32 1.20 29/07/2025 364
B&E (T/as Bank of Us) 72.  Bank of us TD BBB+ Y 2,000 5.07 5.06 5.06 0.60 18/11/2025 370
Beyond Bank 73.  Beyond Bank FRN BBB+ Y 2,500 5.36 5.36 5.36 0.75 21/03/2028 1096
Credit Union Australia 74.  Great Southern Bank FRN BBB+ Y 1,200 5.98 6.13 6.13 0.36 9/02/2027 1461
Credit Union Australia 75.  Great Southern Bank FRN BBB+ Y 1,900 5.37 5.46 5.46 0.57 1/11/2027 1095
Defence Bank 76.  Defence Bank Term Deposit BBB+ Y 3,000 4.95 4.95 4.95 0.90 7/01/2026 365
G&C Mutual Bank 77.  G&C Mutual Bank Term 

Deposit BBB+ Y 2,000 5.11 5.11 5.11 0.60 22/07/2025 350
G&C Mutual Bank 78.  G&C Mutual Bank Term 

Deposit BBB+ Y 4,000 5.35 5.35 5.35 1.20 24/06/2025 364
G&C Mutual Bank 79.  G&C Mutual Bank Term 

Deposit BBB+ Y 2,000 5.10 5.10 5.10 0.60 6/08/2025 365
G&C Mutual Bank 80.  G&C Mutual Bank TD BBB+ Y 4,000 4.98 4.98 4.98 1.20 12/08/2025 350
IMB Bank 81.  IMB Term Deposit BBB+ Y 4,000 4.76 5.01 4.85 1.20 1/09/2025 181
IMB Bank 82.  IMB Term Deposit BBB+ Y 4,000 4.71 4.71 4.71 1.20 2/09/2025 179
Members Banking Group 83.  RACQ FRN BBB+ Y 2,000 5.49 5.69 5.69 0.60 23/05/2025 1096
Members Banking Group 84.  RACQ FRN BBB+ Y 3,100 5.75 5.95 5.95 0.93 24/02/2026 1096
Members Banking Group 85.  RACQ FRN BBB+ Y 3,000 5.84 6.08 6.08 0.90 5/03/2027 1095
MyState Bank 86.  MyState FRN BBB+ Y 1,500 4.86 5.12 5.12 0.45 16/06/2025 1461
MyState Bank 87.  MyState Bank Term Deposit BBB+ Y 4,000 4.86 5.24 5.24 1.20 7/10/2025 180
Newcastle Greater Mutual 
Group

88.  NPBS FRN
BBB+ Y 2,000 4.83 5.07 5.07 0.60 4/03/2026 1826

Newcastle Greater Mutual 
Group

89.  NPBS FRN
BBB+ Y 3,247 4.98 5.22 5.22 0.98 4/03/2026 1458

Newcastle Greater Mutual 
Group

90.  NPBS FRN
BBB+ Y 3,727 5.77 5.92 5.91 1.12 10/02/2027 1720

Newcastle Greater Mutual 
Group

91.  NPBS FRN
BBB+ Y 992 5.88 6.04 6.03 0.30 10/02/2027 1482

Newcastle Greater Mutual 
Group

92.  NPBS FRN
BBB+ Y 2,500 5.58 5.66 5.66 0.75 21/01/2030 1826

Newcastle Greater Mutual 
Group

93.  NPBS FRN
BBB+ Y 3,983 5.35 5.35 5.35 1.20 21/01/2030 1748

Police & Nurses Limited 94.  P&N Bank Term Deposit BBB+ Y 2,000 4.92 5.07 5.06 0.60 29/07/2025 180
Police & Nurses Limited 95.  P&N Bank TD BBB+ Y 4,000 4.86 5.02 5.02 1.20 15/09/2025 182
Police Bank 96.  Police Bank FRN BBB+ Y 2,000 5.77 5.96 5.96 0.60 21/11/2025 1096
Police Bank 97.  Police Bank FRN BBB+ Y 4,000 5.84 6.02 6.02 1.20 17/11/2026 1096
Police Financial Services 98.  BankVic Term Deposit BBB+ Y 2,000 5.27 5.27 5.27 0.60 28/04/2026 364
Police Financial Services 99.  BankVic TD BBB+ Y 4,000 4.81 4.81 4.81 1.20 9/09/2025 180
Teachers Mutual Bank 100.  Teachers Mutual Bank FRN BBB+ Y 1,100 4.88 5.15 5.15 0.33 16/06/2026 1826
Teachers Mutual Bank 101.  Teachers Mutual Bank FRN BBB+ Y 700 5.53 5.81 5.81 0.21 21/06/2027 1095
Auswide Bank 102.  Auswide FRN BBB Y 3,000 5.73 6.00 6.01 0.90 17/03/2026 1096
Auswide Bank 103.  Auswide FRN BBB Y 3,500 5.84 6.12 6.12 1.05 22/03/2027 1095
Auswide Bank 104.  Auswide FRN BBB Y 2,000 5.92 5.90 5.90 0.60 13/09/2027 1095
Auswide Bank 105.  Auswide Bank Term Deposit BBB Y 2,000 4.97 5.14 5.12 0.60 27/01/2026 364
Auswide Bank 106.  Auswide Bank Term Deposit BBB Y 2,000 4.95 4.95 4.95 0.60 30/01/2026 365
Heartland Bank 107.  Heartland Bank TD BBB Y 4,000 4.58 4.58 4.58 1.20 28/01/2026 273
Maitland Mutual 108.  The Mutual FRN BBB Y 2,000 5.93 6.08 6.07 0.60 10/05/2027 1095
Maitland Mutual 109.  Maitland Mutual Term Deposit

BBB Y 4,000 4.70 4.70 4.70 1.20 8/02/2027 732
Police Financial Services 110.  BankVic TD BBB Y 4,000 5.05 5.13 5.10 1.20 21/10/2025 273

332,262 4.98 5.08 5.08 100
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Agenda of the Council Meeting No. 5/25, dated Tuesday 27 May 2025. 
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ITEM 21 (continued) 

Agenda of the Council Meeting No. 5/25, dated Tuesday 27 May 2025. 
 

 
 

 
 
 
Divestment of Fossil Fuel Aligned Financial Institutions 
 
Council uses the entity Market Forces to validate its classes of investments into 
either fossil fuel or non-fossil fuel aligned institutions. Market Forces is a publicly 
available website and is not a contractor that Council has engaged for this 
information. 
 
As at 30 April 2025, Council has a total amount of $184.95m invested in non-fossil 
fuel aligned financial institutions, which is 55.66% of its total investment portfolio.  
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ITEM 21 (continued) 

Agenda of the Council Meeting No. 5/25, dated Tuesday 27 May 2025. 
 

 
Whilst Council has a preference for non-fossil fuel aligned institutions, these 
institutions are often rated at the lower end of the (S&P) rating scale and in order to 
manage risk, Council’s Investment Policy places limits on BBB+ (35%) BBB (15%) 
and Council cannot risk investing 100% in these institutions as adverse economic 
conditions or changing circumstances are more likely to lead to a weakened capacity 
for the obligor to meet its financial commitments. The Investment Policy ensures that 
the divestment in these categories are restricted to minimise risk and ensure 
preservation of capital. Council cannot breach its Policy, and any losses of income 
experienced as a result of poor investment decisions is ultimately Council’s 
responsibility. 
 
Financial Implications 
 
Council’s return for the reporting period is 4.99%, which is 0.61% above the 
benchmark figure of 4.38%. 
 
The budget for interest income from investments is $13.4m and as at 30 April 2025 
funds of $13.2m have been earned.  
 
Summary 
 
Council’s investment portfolio continues to perform well and is consistent with Section 
625 of the Local Government Act 1993, which deals with the investment of surplus 
funds by Councils. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Certificate of the Chief Financial Officer (Responsible Accounting Officer) 
 
I certify that as at the date of this report, the investments listed have been made and 
are held in compliance with Council’s Investment Policy and applicable legislation. 
   
 
 
Steven Harris 
 
Chief Financial Officer 
Responsible Accounting Officer 
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Agenda of the Council Meeting No. 5/25, dated Tuesday 27 May 2025. 
 

NOTICES OF MOTION 

1 REQUEST FOR URGENT PARKING MANAGEMENT MEASURES - 
JEANETTE STREET, EAST RYDE - Councillor Roy Maggio          

File Number: CLM/25/1/1/6 - BP25/371 
 
BACKGROUND: 
 
Residents of Jeanette Street, East Ryde, are concerned regarding the ongoing and 
increasingly disruptive parking issues affecting their street. Despite prior assurances 
that construction-related parking pressures would ease upon completion of the 
duplex at number 6 Jeanette Street, residents advise Council that this has not 
occurred. The problematic parking continues, impacting visibility, safety, and access 
for residents and service vehicles. 
 
Photos from Sunday, 4 May 2025 showing one example of issues with parking on 
both sides of the street and extra wide truck obstructing traffic resulted in 
residents/drivers forced to drive onto the verge to exit the street (see Attachment 1). 
 
MOTION: 
 
That Council: 
 
(a) Acknowledge receipt of a petition signed by 52 Jeanette Street, East Ryde 

residents and frequent visitors to the street, requesting urgent parking 
management changes.  
 

(b) Note that both the Ryde Local Traffic Committee and Council’s Traffic and 
Transport Department have previously recommended parking changes as 
necessary and appropriate for Jeanette Street. 
 

(c) Facilitate and convene a meeting in early June 2025 involving all residents of 
Jeanette Street, together with representatives from Council’s Traffic Services 
department, ensuring that all residents are notified in writing and given the 
opportunity to voice their concerns and contribute to the development of fair and 
effective parking solutions. 
 

(d) Ensure that all concerns, feedback, and preferences expressed by residents 
during the consultation process are formally documented and incorporated into 
the decision-making process. 
 

(e) Report the outcomes of the community consultation to the Ryde Local Traffic 
Committee for review at the next available meeting. 
 

(f) Present final recommendations for parking changes to the full Council no later 
than August 2025 for consideration and implementation. 
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NOTICE OF MOTION 1 (continued) ATTACHMENT 1 

Agenda of the Council Meeting No. 5/25, dated Tuesday 27 May 2025. 
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NOTICE OF MOTION 1 (continued) ATTACHMENT 1 

Agenda of the Council Meeting No. 5/25, dated Tuesday 27 May 2025. 
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NOTICE OF MOTION 1 (continued) ATTACHMENT 1 

Agenda of the Council Meeting No. 5/25, dated Tuesday 27 May 2025. 
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Agenda of the Council Meeting No. 5/25, dated Tuesday 27 May 2025. 
 

2 FESTIVE DECORATIONS ACROSS THE RYDE LOCAL GOVERNMENT 
AREA - Councillor Roy Maggio          

File Number: CLM/25/1/1/6 - BP25/372 
 
MOTION: 
 
(a)    That Council bring back a report on the opportunity to expand the existing 

festive decorations across the Ryde Local Government Area, in a timeframe 
that provides for decorations to be sourced and delivered. 

 
(b)   That the report include a Christmas Decoration Action Plan that invests in new 

decorations for local shopping town centres for 2025 and beyond. 
 

(c)   That consideration is given to creating a festive streetscape (such as 
decorations on light posts, fairy lights, Christmas tree). 

 

3 CHANGE TO TRAFFIC SIGNALS AT THE INTERSECTION OF LANE COVE 
ROAD AND BUFFALO ROAD RYDE - Councillor Roy Maggio          

File Number: CLM/25/1/1/6 - BP25/380 
 
BACKGROUND: 
 
In mid-2023, Transport for NSW (TfNSW) completed works at the intersection of 
Lane Cove Road and Buffalo Road, Ryde. The works included an extension of the 
right turn bay on Lane Cove Road, adjusted lane and median widths. As part of this 
intersection upgrade, the phasing of the lights were amended which has resulted in 
less “green time” for vehicles turning right from Lane Cove Road onto Buffalo Road, 
and the removal of the “right turn filter”. This has resulted in extended queues for 
vehicles turning right into Buffalo Road creating congestion and frustration for drivers. 
  
For clarification, the “right turn filter” is a turn where a turning vehicle has a green 
circular light but no arrow. 
  
Council Traffic Services staff have referred these issues to TfNSW on more than one 
occasion but have received no response. 
 
MOTION: 
 
That Council: 
 
(a) Formally calls for the reinstatement of the right turn filter on Lane Cove Road, 

Ryde at the signalised intersection of Lane Cove Road and Buffalo Road to 
improve traffic flow and reduce safety risks. 
 

(b) Write to the Minister for Roads and the Minister for Transport requesting 
Transport for NSW (TfNSW) consider the reinstatement of the right turn filter for 
traffic turning right from Lane Cove Road onto Buffalo Road, Ryde to improve 
traffic flow at this location. 
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Agenda of the Council Meeting No. 5/25, dated Tuesday 27 May 2025. 
 

4 REVIEW OF TRAFFIC CHANGES TO PARK AVENUE WEST RYDE -
Councillor Cameron Last          

File Number: CLM/25/1/1/6 - BP25/391 
 
BACKGROUND: 
 
Recently Council staff undertook the conversion of Park Avenue in West Ryde to a 
one-way street heading in a westerly direction. Consultation resulted in only 7 
responses to both a letter box drop located on the street and newspaper 
advertisement. Since the change has gone into place residents have regularly been 
seen facing longer queues along Chatham Road to access both Victoria Road and 
West Ryde Marketplace. This road was the shortest route for ambulances and 
residents living west of Darvall Park to access Ryde Hospital. 
  
Additionally, the intersection between Park Avenue and Chatham Road has a low 
visibility from Park Avenue due to the way Chatham Road curves. 
 
MOTION: 
 
That Council:  
 
(a) Report on any adverse local traffic impacts since making Park Avenue one way. 

 
(b) Investigate whether traffic flow may improve if Park Avenue was made one way 

in an easterly direction. 
 

(c) Investigate any effects on ambulance response times due to the change liaising 
with NSW Health. 
 

(d) Investigate ways to improve the safety of the Park Avenue, and Chatham Road 
generally including the installation of a mirror. 

 
  

 

5 ORGANISATION OF A RIVERCARE DAY - Councillor Shweta Deshpande          

File Number: CLM/25/1/1/6 - BP25/381 
 
 
BACKGROUND: 
 
This motion proposes the organisation of a Rivercare Day to clean and preserve our 
local rivers, inspired by Clean Up Australia. Community members, environmentalists, 
businesses, and government bodies will participate in maintaining our rivers' health 
and beauty. 
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Agenda of the Council Meeting No. 5/25, dated Tuesday 27 May 2025. 
 

 
Rivercare Day aims to: 
 
• Remove litter and pollutants from rivers 
• Educate the public on river conservation 
• Promote sustainable practices 

 
MOTION: 
 
That Council staff: 
 
(a) Review and bring back a report to Council within 3 months on the feasibility of 

conducting a Rivercare Day in the City of Ryde. 
 

(b) Work with local and community organisations to help design and find a suitable 
date every year to host the event. 
 

(c) Look for funding opportunities from Government Grants, and Corporate 
Sponsorships. 

 
  

 

6 REVIEW OF PRE-BOOKED COUNCIL CLEAN UPS - Councillor Shweta 
Deshpande          

File Number: CLM/25/1/1/6 - BP25/382 
 
 
MOTION: 
 
That Council staff: 
 
(a) Conduct a thorough examination of the Council clean-ups provided to the 

community, ensuring all aspects of service delivery are evaluated. 
 

(b) Provide a detailed breakdown comparing the usage of services by strata 
properties versus stand-alone homes, highlighting any disparities and patterns. 
 

(c) Solicit feedback from residents on the effectiveness of current services and 
explore potential improvements by presenting alternative options. 
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Agenda of the Council Meeting No. 5/25, dated Tuesday 27 May 2025. 
 

7 REQUEST FOR REPORT ON RYDE AQUATIC LEISURE CENTRE FEES 
AND CHARGES - Deputy Mayor, Councillor Sophie Lara-Watson          

File Number: CLM/25/1/1/6 - BP25/383 
 
MOTION: 
 
Noting that Council is currently collecting feedback on changes proposed by Council 
officers on the 2025/26 Ryde Aquatic Leisure Centre (RALC) fees and charges, and 
in order for Council to make an informed decision at its June meeting, a report be 
prepared addressing the following matters: 
 
(a) The impact of the proposed fee adjustments on accessibility and affordability for 

pensioners and other vulnerable groups within the community, including an 
estimate of the number of patrons likely to be affected. 

 
(b) The financial implications of the proposed changes, including: 

 
i.  The expected additional revenue generated with assumptions. 

 
ii.  Any associated operational savings. 

 
iii.  How these figures align with the broader financial strategy of Council. 

 
(c) A clear explanation of the underlying financial pressures or capital/operational 

funding requirements that have led to the proposed changes at the RALC. 
 

(d) An analysis of alternative strategies to ensure the financial sustainability of the 
RALC, including but not limited to: 
 

i.    Increased marketing or outreach to attract underrepresented demographic 
groups. 
 

ii.   Initiatives to boost membership or off-peak usage. 
 

iii.   Partnership or sponsorship opportunities. 
 

iv.  Operational efficiencies that could be pursued before increasing fees. 
 

v.   Review the status of all swim school contractors operating within the 
facility, including the possibility of pricing adjustments, the expiry of current 
contracts, and user satisfaction. 
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Agenda of the Council Meeting No. 5/25, dated Tuesday 27 May 2025. 
 

8 SUPPORT FOR LOCAL RUNNING CLUBS COMMUNITY EVENT - Deputy 
Mayor, Councillor Sophie Lara-Watson          

File Number: CLM/25/1/1/6 - BP25/390 
 
BACKGROUND: 
 
Recent enquiries into holding a one-off running event at Meadowbank Park were met 
with logistical challenges due to the park’s high utilisation by winter sport user 
groups. While this is understandable, follow-up requests for alternative venue or time 
suggestions were not initially offered. 
  
This lack of engagement has highlighted concerns around customer service and the 
responsiveness of Council when residents seek to access and utilise shared 
community assets. Residents and community groups are entitled to fair and 
reasonable consideration that make use of public facilities. 
  
Running events have been held in Ryde before such as the Ryde Roller Coaster and 
the Ryde Eastwood Leagues Club charity run. This demonstrates both the capacity 
and precedent for running-based community events in the City of Ryde. 
 
MOTION: 
 
That Council: 
 
(a) Liaise with local running clubs to identify suitable dates and venues for the 

proposed event within one week of this Notice of Motion passing. 
 

(b) Explore potential parks and reserves within the City of Ryde that can 
accommodate the event without disrupting scheduled sporting activities, such 
changing the time to the afternoon/evening. 
 

(c) Investigate the potential of an annual running event, similar to the Ryde Roller 
Coaster. 
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Agenda of the Council Meeting No. 5/25, dated Tuesday 27 May 2025. 
 

9 NATURAL VERGES IN RYDE - Councillor Lyndal Howison          

File Number: CLM/25/1/1/6 - BP25/384 
 
BACKGROUND: 
 
There is increasing evidence that native landscaping delivers a number of benefits 
over traditional lawn to local environments including: enhancing biodiversity of flora 
and fauna; reducing the volume of and pollutant matter within stormwater by acting 
as a raingarden to absorb and filter surface runoff and reduced need for mowing.  
 
In 2020 Council resolved to create a draft Verge Gardening policy that enables 
residents to plant on the verge, while maintaining pedestrian, vehicle and utility 
access. 
 
Council’s Verge and Nature Strip Policy was updated in 2021 to allow for Natural 
Verges, but the process does not encourage this transition, which has numerous 
environmental benefits and is becoming increasingly common in other LGAs. Ryde’s 
Natural Verges application form is not listed on the webpage: Home / Council/ Forms 
and Documents Library / Nature Strips.  
 
Further, the policy states “Council will agree to the conversion of grass nature strip 
areas where it does not adversely impact on access, parking or other situations. The 
following issues (but not limited to) will be assessed in determining the application 
and must be specifically addressed in the application…”  
 
The policy then lists 8 matters, all of which residents must address in their natural 
verges application including, inter alia, “Overall appearance and consistency of the 
streetscape, alienation of public land, and any other relevant matter.” 
 
MOTION: 
 
That Council:  
 
(a) Review its Verge and Nature Strip Policy to provide a positive obligation to 

approve natural verges, except in relation to significant safety or access 
matters.  

 
(b) Provide education sessions on conversion to Natural Verges as part of its 

existing environmental education program. 
 
(c) Build awareness of the benefits of natural verges for local land and aquatic 

ecosystems in Ryde. 
 
(d) Promotes a revised Verge and Nature Strip Policy be promoted to residents 

through existing community engagement platforms including the Council’s 
website.  
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Agenda of the Council Meeting No. 5/25, dated Tuesday 27 May 2025. 
 

10 THE PROLIFERATION OF ILLEGALLY PLACED POLITICAL MATERIALS 
DURING THE 2025 FEDERAL ELECTION - Councillor Penny Pedersen          

File Number: CLM/25/1/1/6 - BP25/385 
 
BACKGROUND: 
 
During the 2025 Federal Election campaign, materials used by political parties were 
mass produced. A large amount of those materials were erected illegally on public 
land and infrastructure in the City of Ryde.  
 
City of Ryde staff have worked tirelessly to remove and impound materials to make 
sure the plastic products and digital trailers did not present safety risks, damage 
property, impose on disability access or negatively affect community amenity. 
 
Staff received many complaints and were quick to respond, reportedly taking rangers 
away from their normal duties. 
 
City of Parramatta, Lane Cove and Willoughby appeared to have fewer issues with 
signage. Parramatta imposes fines and Lane Cove moved to ban A-frames across 
the LGA if they were not attached to a booked street stall in the Plaza. 
 
MOTION: 
 
That Council staff prepare a report that:  
 
(a) Lists the estimated number of illegally placed political materials collected in the 

6 months prior and 2 weeks after the 2025 federal election; noting types 
(including digital signage trailers); the authorisations and estimated number of 
these materials attributed to each authorisation. 

 
(b) Calculates the hours (including after-hours) and labor costs to City of Ryde for 

handling complaints, collection and storage of illegally placed political materials. 
 

(c) Where possible, notes any increase in plastic corflute material being collected 
post-election and sent to landfill by City of Ryde. 
 

(d) Calculates costs to Council for the towing of any illegally placed digital signage 
on public property. 
 

(e) Provides a list of duties put on hold by rangers, in order to carry out works to 
remove political signage. 
 

(f) Investigates the framework of rules and fines regarding political signage, used 
by other NSROC LGA’s and the City of Parramatta. 
 

(g) Brings back recommendations on the introduction of fines and an improved 
signage regulation framework. 
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Agenda of the Council Meeting No. 5/25, dated Tuesday 27 May 2025. 
 

11 EV CHARGING AT MEADOWBANK - Councillor Penny Pedersen          

File Number: CLM/25/1/1/6 - BP25/386 
 
BACKGROUND: 
 
In 2020 City of Ryde commissioned a report from Chargeworks, to identify sites that 
would be suitable for EV charging across the LGA. 18 sites were identified. To date 
only 3 have been built by Council and none have been built since 2021. 
 
In 2023 the state government invited the city of Ryde, along with other high density 
residential areas, to apply for roadside charging grants. The City of Ryde was the 
only Council not to apply. 
 
On 22 August 2023, there was a resolution of Council to bring back a report on 
increasing EV charging opportunities across the City of Ryde. This has not come 
back to Council with recommendations. 
 
There are many thousands of residents who live in high density residential in 
Macquarie Park, Gladesville, North Ryde and Meadowbank who would benefit from 
cheaper running costs and lower local emissions if they were able to purchase an EV 
and charge the vehicle locally. 
 
There is a new park proposed at the old Meadowbank Public school site on Belmore 
Street, Meadowbank, which would be close to high density residential blocks and 
appropriate for fast EV chargers. 
 
MOTION: 
 
That City of Ryde bring back the still pending report on EV charging from a resolution 
of Council made on 22 August 2023. Motion 9. INCREASING ACCESS TO EV 
CHARGING INFRASTRUCTURE ACROSS THE CITY OF RYDE, adding to the 
report: 
 
(i) Exploration of the development of EV fast charging in the new Meadowbank 

Park on Belmore Street, Meadowbank at the old school site. 
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Agenda of the Council Meeting No. 5/25, dated Tuesday 27 May 2025. 
 

12 CLEAR PROCEDURE AND MORE REAL TIME ASSESSMENT OF FIELDS 
AFTER WET WEATHER - Councillor Penny Pedersen          

File Number: CLM/25/1/1/6 - BP25/387 
 
BACKGROUND: 
 
Users of City of Ryde sports fields often complain that fields did not need to be 
closed due to wet weather and games could easily have been played on the surface, 
as they have dried up sufficiently from rain the previous day. 
 
It appears that grounds are checked at 2pm on Friday and not again on game day on 
Saturday morning.  
 
If the weather clears significantly on Friday afternoon and remains dry overnight. The 
fields may well be in very good condition – and some playable. 
  
One resident points out that: "Council states that assessments are conducted daily, 
yet game day – the most important day of the week for hundreds of players, families, 
and volunteers – is seemingly not part of that assessment schedule. " 
 
He states: "Why aren’t resources being allocated to inspect the fields on Saturday 
mornings, when it matters most?  
 
Making closure decisions on Friday afternoon and not revisiting them, especially 
when conditions improve, undermines the spirit of community sport." 
  
It appears there is an appetite in our community for Council to revisit its procedures 
for game-day inspections and give more weight to real-time conditions, which would 
hopefully lead to less closures. 
 
MOTION: 
 
That Council staff prepare a report that explores adding game day field assessments 
to the wet weather procedure, if there has been no rain between the Friday 2pm 
assessment and the game day. 
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Agenda of the Council Meeting No. 5/25, dated Tuesday 27 May 2025. 
 

QUESTIONS BY COUNCILLORS AS PER POLICY 

1 QUESTIONS WITH NOTICE - Councillor Kathy Tracey          

File Number: CLM/25/1/1/10 - BP25/388 
 
Regulation of Street Hawkers in Eastwood Plaza 
 
In recent months, there has been an increase in the number of individuals selling 
homegrown produce in the outdoor areas of the Eastwood shopping precinct.  These 
informal hawking activities not only detract from the visual appeal of the area but also 
contribute to littering and raise concerns regarding hygiene, food safety, and public 
health. 
 
Question 1: 
 
What actions have been taken, or are currently being undertaken, to manage and 
regulate the sale of goods by street hawkers in this location? 
 
Question 2: 
 
Are Council Rangers actively monitoring and enforcing relevant regulations in relation 
to this matter? 
 
Question 3: 
 
Has Council identified any language or communication barriers that may be 
contributing to non-compliance, and if so, are there strategies in place to address 
this?  
 

2 QUESTIONS WITH NOTICE - Councillor Lyndal Howison          

File Number: CLM/25/1/1/10 - BP25/389 
 
Tree Canopy Ryde 
 
Question 1: 
 
What is the current tree canopy cover in Ryde and how does this compare to the 
figure of 28.90% published in Council’s Urban Forest Policy in April 2023? 
 
Question 2: 
 
It was reported in that document that canopy cover was assessed using artificial 
intelligence (AI) and photogrammetry datasets available through NearMap.  What 
methods are planned for future use in Ryde to measure tree canopy cover? 
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